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NOTTINGHAM COUNTY. 


boi irie CitatacTER: 


Tas: county is i under the influence ä 
of ariſtocracy. The duke of Portland, the duke 
of Newcaſtle, lord Middleton, and Mr. Pierre- 


pont, have large eſtates in this part of the coun- 


try. Theſe four, or a majority of them, can 


always dictate to the county who ſhall be its 


members. If an attempt, therefore, of the few 


independent party, ſhould be made to exert their 


own rights in the choice of their repreſentatives, 


it would, we fear, be unſucceſsful. 

Major Cartwright, who is the father of the 
Conſtitutional Society, and author of a plan of 
Parliamentary Reform, made an effort to reſtore 


Vor. II. 55 | this 
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this county to its natural independence; for 


which purpoſe he offered himſelf a candidate ; 


but neither the eminent talents of this gentle- 
man, nor the ſervice he rendered his country, 


by the great number of perſons which he em- 
ployed in its manufaQtures, could avail any thing 


when weighed in the balance againſt that undue 


influence which has been ſo long complained of 
in this country. 

This county is divided into eight hundreds, 
or rather fix wapentakes and two liberties. It 


lies in the province and dioceſe of York, and 
has one hundred and ſixty-eight pariſhes, and 


nine market towns, which are Nottingham, New- 


ark, Mansfield, Blith, Bingham, Workſop, Tux- 


| ford, Southwell, and Eaſt Retford. It ſends 


.cight members to parliament, that is, two knights 
of the ſhire for the county, and two repreſen- 


tatives for each of the boroughs of * 
| — ul Ranferd, 1 


NOTTINGHAM. | | 
Poitricat Cuaracter. This town is not 
under immediate influence of any kind; ariſing 
principally from the great number of inhabitants 


who are voters, and the increaſe of its commerce 


and | 


IE 2 „ a 


NotriInenat. © 3 
and manufactures. It is ſubjeR to the ſame in- 
conveniences that Weſtminſter, Briſtol and Lei- 
ceſter are, owing to a coalition of the leading 
men of each party, who, to avoid the expences 
which would neceſſarily attend an oppoſition, 
agree that each ſhould return one member. Theſe 
unconſtitutional unions, which owe their origin 
to avarice, and the ambition of a few, who call 
themſelves the great men of the place, virtually 
deprive the people of any repreſentation at all, 
becauſe, upon every ſubje& of importance which 
is debated in the fenate, the numbers, thus con- 
ſtituted, always vote on oppoſite ſides of the 
queſtion. The only effeQual prevention of this 
grievance that can be deviſed, is, that each diſ- 
trict ſhould chooſe either one or three repreſen- 
tatives, by which their influence muſt be neceſ- 
ſarily felt in every decifion that takes place in 
the legiſlature of their country. 

The right of election in this town was anci- 
ently, according to Dr. Browne Willis, i in the 
inhabitant houſekeepers paying ſcot and lot; 
but, by a reſolution of the houſe of commons of 
10 June, 1701, this right is made ſo complicat- 
ed, and open to fraud and litigation, that every 
freeman of this town, by a ſurreptitious indenture 

| B 2 of 
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of apprenticeſhip, executed in any part of the 

kingdom, may qualify any number of cleQors 

that may ſuit his convenience or his intereſt. 
This town was incorporated long before king 

Henry II. gave it a charter; for in Edward the 

Confeffor's time it had a hundred and ſeventy- 


town kept their court, and aſſembled here ſeve- 
ral parliaments. It was anciently governed by 
two bailiffs, coroners, and a common council. 
King Edward I. impowered them to chooſe a 


mayor annually, Henry VI. in the twenty- 


 feventh year of his reign, made it a county of 


itſelf, changed the bailiffs into ſheriffs, and ap- 


pointed it to be governed by a mayor, and bur- 


gelſes. The town is divided into ſeven wards, 


anſwering the number of aldermen, each of theſe 


having one of them committed to his care, though 
he is not confined to live in it; and, as a juſtice 


liberties of the town. 


| Conronariox. It is governed by a mayor, 


s aldermen, a recorder, © ſheriffs, and 24 com- 
mon councilmen. 


Ricnr or Exxcrrox—June 10, 1701. Agreed, 


three burgeſſes. Many of our kings have in this 
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of peace, his power extends throughout all the 
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that the right was in the mayor, freemen, and 
freeholders 


| | EAST RETFORD.®— = 8 

frecholders of forty ſhillings a year; and that 

the eldeſt ſons of freemen by birth, and the 

| youngeſt ſons of freemen, who have ſerved ſeven 

years apprenticeſhip, whether at Nottingham or 

_ elſewhere, and alſo ſuch perſonsas ſerved appren- 

 ticeſhips to any freeman of Nottingham, were 

well entitled to demand their freedom. 

NUMBER OF VOTERS—About 1700. 
RETURNING OFFICERS—The ſheriffs. 


EAST RETFORD, + 
Pol iricAl Cyaractsx. The right of elec- 5 
tion in this borough is in the bailiffs, aldermen, 
and an indefinite number of freemen, in whom 
the qualification of reſidence within the town is not 
| neceſſary. The freedom is obtained either by 
- patrimony, as being the eldeſt ſon of a freeman 
born within the borough; by ſervitude, in conſe- 
quence of having ſerved ſeven years apprentice- 
ſhip to a freeman within the ſame limits; or by 
redemption, which is by gift of the bailiffs and 
aldermen. Thoſe who obtain their franchiſe by , 
this ſpecial favour of the junto of aldermen, muſt 
be inhabitant houſeholders at the time they are 
made free, but may leave their habitations the 
next n and by this method of qualification, 
B 3 a ſingle 


6 EAST RETFORD. 

a fingle houſe may, by the court of aldermen, be 
made the inſtrument of doubling the whole num- 
ber of electors between one election and another, 
or of multiplying their own party, ſo as to ſecure 
the return of any candidate whoſe intereſt they 
may think proper to eſpouſe. In every charter 
gramed by the crown we find the ſame power 
has been inveſted in the few, to control the inde- 
pendence of the many, where a monopoly of the 
election right in the corporation does not exclude 
the people altogether from a ſhare i in the choice 


of their repreſentatives 
The aldermen of Retford have not, 3 


been under che neceſſity of having recourſe to 
the excrciſe of this power, like their brethren at 
Carliſle, Durham, Seaford, and many other places, 
- who have incurred the correQion of parliament, 
and the cenſure of the public, a mutual agree- 
ment between the aldermen and freemen, each 
to nominate a member, and a concurrence in the 
election of them, rendering this meaſure unne- 
The aldermen, being in the intereſt of the 
duke of Newcaſtle, receive with implicit con- 
deſcenſion his grace's inſtruttions for regulating 
„ conduct; and the freemen, with 


a ferupulous | 


| EAST RETFORD. . 


a ſerupulous attention to eſtabliſhed cuſtoms, ſele& 


fome neighbouring nn for their repre- 
| ſentative. 
In juſtice to the ane on in conformity 
to that line of impartiality which it is our anxi- 
ous endeavour to keep, we cannot conclude our 
ae count of this borough without relating that, 
under the impreſſion of gratitude to major Cart- 
Vrigght, who employs upwards of fix hundred of 


the inhabitants of this place in the manufacture 
bol wgollens, and out of reſpe& to that eſtimation 


in which his public character and private vir- 
. tues are univerſally held, they made him an offer 


of their unbiaſſed ſuffrages at the laſt eleQion; 


but whether that gentleman conceived it inex- 
| _ pedient to waſte his time in mock-harangues, 
and dividing againft deciſive majorities, or whe- 
ther he conlidered the poſt of honour in the 
_ preſent ſtate of things to be a private ſtation, 
we cannot take upon us to determine; he de- 
clined the honour they intended him, but has 


not abated that patriotic zeal which he has ſo 


_ eminently diſplayed in the cauſe of liberty. 
CorroraTiION. By a charter of 5 James I. 
it is governed by 2 bailiffs and 12 aldermen. 


The bailiffs are > diſtinguſhed. by the titles of 
23 ſenior 
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ſenior and junior ; the former of whom is clio- 
ſen out of the aldermen, and the junior out of 
ſuch freemen as have been chamberlains. The 
bailiffs and ſteward for the time being are juſ- 
| Gow-of che pence, nnd of the quorum vithin | 
the borough. 
| Ricnr or Etzxcrion—1700, 15th April. Is - 
as well in the burgeſſes non-reſidents, as in 
the burgeſſes refident within the faid een 
Agreed to by the houſe. 
1701, 29th March. The younger Ne of 
freemen of the borough of Eaſt-Retford, have | 
not a right to demand their freedom of the faid 
10, 28h November. Perſons not inhabit- 
ing the ſaid borough, are incapable of being 
made free of the fame by redemption. All the 
ſons of freemen have a right to the freedom of 
the ſaid borough. 

1705, 17th January. Is in ſuch freemen only 
as have a right to their freedom by birth, as 
eldeſt ſons of freemen, or by ſerving ſeven 
years apprenticeſhip, or have it by redemption, 
whether inhabiting or not inhabiting in the 
ſaid borough, at the time of their being made 


1710, 


Town or NEWARK. ; 9 


11719, 44th January. Is in ſuch freemen only _ 
as have a right to their freedom by birth, as 


eldeft ſons of freemen, or by ferving ſeven 
years apprenticeſhip, or have it by redemption, 


inhabiting in the ſaid borough at the time of 


1 being made free. 
NonzER or vorERS— 112. 
RETUANIN G OFFICERS—The two bailiffs. 


Parzox—Duke of Newcaſtle. 


TOWN OF NEWARK. 


PoLtTIcAL CnanAcTER. A conteſt has ex- 
/ iſted pere above a century, between thoſe who 
vere taxed, and thoſe who were not taxed, but 
were of ſufficient ability, and of courſe had a 
right to be ſo, as i in the caſes of nn and 


Seaford. „ 


The houſe of commons, in 1699, came to a 


reſolution, that all who paid, or ought to pay 
ſcot and lot, had a right to vote at elections of 
members of parliament; but a contrary one has 
| fince been paſſed in 1791, which ſtates the right 
to be in the mayor, aldermen, and inhabitants 
paying ſcot and lot. In chis reſolution, the 
words & ought to pay,“ are omitted. The in- 
habitants who were not rated, have appealed to 


# 
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this laſt decikon, and their appeal is now before 

. anhi.n boemmdut.. 
the choice of the members of parliament will, 
in a great meaſure, depend upon the overſeers, 
| who vill always be the creatures of the corpo- 
ration, and who will put no perſons in the poor 
rates, but thoſe who are friendly to their .own' 
party. By theſe means a majority of the town, 
if inimical to their parliamentry connections, 
may be deprived of their legal franchiſe. 

The influence here is chiefly that of the duke 
of Newcaſtle and the duke of Rutland. The 
intereſt of the former ariſes from the great 
number of houſes which he has in this town; 


and that of the latter from the eſtates and prin. 


cipal manſion which he has in its neighbour. 
hood. The leader of the oppoſition to theſe 
intereſts is William Dickenſon Raſtal, Eſq. who 
ſupported William Paxton, Eſq. the petitioner 
to the houſe, the laſt year, againſt the return of 
John Sutton Manners, Eſq. and William Croſbie, 
Eſq. and was unſucceſsful on account of the laſt 
reſolution which we ſtated above. Several ac- 
tions for bribery were brought, the laſt Lent aſ- 
fizes at Nottingham, againſt Mr. Raſtal, but be- 


ing 
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ing unſupported by facts, a verdia was given 
in his favour upon each of them. | 
This borough is the laſt in England that re- 
ceived the privilege of ſending members to par- 
liament, by charter, granted April the 24th, 29 
Charles II. 
The borough of Wenlock, in Shropſhire; * was 
the firſt that ever obtained the ſame privilege 
by fimilar authority, 2gth November, * in 
the reign of Edward IV. 
Corroration. It is governed by a mayor, 
twelve aldermen, and as many aſſiſtants. 8 
Richr or ETECTIox. 1676, 21ſt March. 
By virtue of a charter granted to the town of 
Newark upon Trent, in the county of Notting- 
bam, the town of Newark hath a right to ſend 
burgeſſes to parliament. | 
1699-1700, 11th January. The mayor, a 
men, and all the inhabitants within the borough 
of Newark upon Trent, who pay, or ought to 
pay, ſcot and lot within the ſaid borough, have 
a right to vote at the election of members to 
ſerve in parliament for the ſaid borough. 
1791, March 22d. The right of voting for 
members to ſerve in parliament for the borough 
of Newark, is in the mayor, aldermen, and all 
| the 
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| ch inhabitants, ping ſoot and lot within the 


faid borough. 
Nunztr of vorzas—700. 
ReTrurNING OFFiIcCER— The mayor. 455 | 
Parnons— The duke of Rutland and duke 


of Newcaſtle, 


OXFORDSHIRE. 


PoLtTicai 8 


Tas county is entirely under the influence 
of ariſtocracy. The duke of Marlborough al- 
ways returns one of the members, and the carl 
_ of Abingdon, the earl of Macclesfield, lord viſ- 
count Wenman, Sir Henry Watkin Daſhwood, - 
and Sir Gregory Page Turner, the other. The 
great conteſt, in the adminiſtration of the duke 
of Newcaſtle, in 1754, between lord viſcount 
| Parker, now carl of Macclesfield, and Sir Ed- 
ward Turner, on the miniſterial, and lord viſ- 
count Wenham, and Sir James Daſhwood, on the 
fide of oppoſition, firſt brought the famous Mr. 


Charles Jenkinſon, now lord Hawkeſbury, into 
political 


OXFORDSHIRE. = 


polifical notice. Since that period the above 
noblemen have ſettled the members among 

themſelves, without appealing to the freehold- 

ers. The above four candidates being returned 
members by the ſheriff, inſtead of two of them, 
there was no ſitting member for the county. 
Any member might have moved the houſe upon 


this, the very firſt day of the ſeſſion; and the 


ſheriff might have been ordered to attend, and 
give an account of his proceeding ; however, 
no notice was taken of it till Nov. 18, ſo that 
the houſe was not legally ſuch, till the county 
of Oxford was repreſented, though it met on 
the 14th, and did buſineſs. All the four candi- 
dates petitioned, viz. lord Parker, Sir Edward 
Turner, lord Wenham, and Sir. James Daſh- 
The friends of the two former moved, that 
the matter of the petitions ſhould be heard im- 
 mediately ; but thoſe on the other ſide inſiſted, 
that the merits of the return ought to be firſt 
heard and determined, which was certainly rea- 
ſonable. They therefore moved for the previ- 
ous queſtion, whether the. queſtion upon this 
motion ſhould now be put? Becauſe, if the 
| ene queſtion had been carried in the ne- 
"os 


” oxron begin. 


gutive, they would have had an opportunity to 
move for appointing a ſhort day to conſider of 
the return, and ordering the high ſheriff to at- 
tend. But this the court party were againſt, 
and carried their point, that the matter of the 
petition ſhould be heard on the third of De- 
cember following. It was afterwards moved, 
| by the oppoſition, that the high ſheriff ſhould 
attend on the day of hearing; but this was 
carried in the negative. It appeared that the 
ſheriff had given a very unfair advantage to the 
court gentlemen, by allowing them to make 
_ their objections to all the voters through the 
whole poll, before the oppoſition gentlemen 
mould object to one individual; of which it 
. was impollible to go through half before the 
end of the month, when the writ was return- 
able. The latter therefore inſiſted, that they 
were fairly elected, becauſe they had an ac- 
knowledged majority, which could not be ſet. 
aſide by ſuch an unfiniſhed ſcrutiny, in which 
ſcrutiny beſides they had not an equal chance: 
It was therefore incumbent on the court gen- 
Ytemen's counſel to endeavour to overthrow the 
majority claimed by their antagoniſts. It was 
— chat = OR counſel ſhould pro- 
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ceed to ſhow the general merits of their cauſe. - 
They did ſo, and propoſed to diſqualify no leſs 
' than 540 voters for the court gentlemen. Then 
witneſſes were examined for proving the par- 
tiality of the ſheriff, and for © proving lord 
Parker, and Sir Edward Turner, and their 
agents, guilty of bribery ; ; for which purpoſe 
they likewiſe produced letters, which they 
proved to be the hand-writing of the ſaid two + 
_ gentlemen. Nine days were ſpent in proving 
voters on the court fide diſqualified. ' Lord 
Parker and Sir Edward Turner anſwered ob- 
jeQions againft the ſheriff, and endeavoured to 
clear themſelves of the accuſation of bribery, 
which they retorted upon their | antagoniſts. 
They then ſpent ten days more in endeavouring 
to clear their voters. After this they propoſed 
to ſet aſide 522 of the oppoſite voters, in which 
they ſpent eleven days. Finally, the oppoſition 
counſel ſpent nine days in the reply. Many 
ſeparate queſtions were debated, « moſt, if not 
all of which, were determined, by a great ma- 
jority, in favour of lord Parker and Sir ag 
Turner, the court gentlemen.” -; | 
A motion was made by the oppoſition, that 
all copyholders, holding by court roll, and not 


1 at 


— 


16 OXFORD CITY. 


at the will of the lord, have right Td for 
county members. This motion was made on 
purpoſe to have a negative put upon it; but it 
-was put aſide by the previous queſtion; when 
lord Parker and Sir Edward Turner were de- 
clared duly eledted. 

This county is divided into fourteen bun- 
dreds: it lies in the province of Canterbury 
and dioceſe of Vork, and contains two hundred 
and cighty pariſhes, one city, and twelve market 
towns; namely, the city of Oxford, Bampton, Bur- 
ford, Banbury, Biceſter, Deddington, Chipping 
Norton, Iflep, Thame, Henley upon Thames, 
Woodſtock, Whitney, and Watlington; and ſends 
nine members to parliament, viz. two knights 
of the ſhire for the county, two citizens for 
Oxford, two repreſentatives for that univerſity, 
two burgeſſes for the * 


r CITY. 


_ Portrricat Cranactres. The corporation 
and freemen at large are almoſt all under the 
influence of the duke of Marlborough and the 
carl of Abingdon, each of whom has a ſufficient 
intereſt to return one of the members. This 
| | city 
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city is remarkable for an act of bribery, com- 
mitted by almoſt all the members of the corpo- 
ration. In 1767 Philip Ward, Eſq. then mayor, 
in conjunction with Thomas Robinſon and John 
Brown, the bailiffs of the ſaid city, and ſeveral 
of the aldermen, wrote a letter to Sir Thomas 
Stapleton, Bart. and the honourable Mr. Lee, 
their members, ſtating, that they would elet 
them again at the next general election for a 
certain ſum of money, ſtipulated in that letter, 
and acquainting them, that-unleſs they complied 
with that condition, they certainly ſhould not 
meet with their ſupport. This letter was pro- 
duced in the houſe of commons by the honour- 
able members who received it, when, upon be- 
ing read, it was agreed, that the perſons con- 
cerned in writing that letter ſhould be taken 
forthwith into the cuſtody of the ſerjeant at 
arms. They were accordingly taken and 
brought to the houſe of commons, and were | 
by them committed to Newgate; but after a 
confinement of ſome conſiderable time, upon 
their petitioning, and ſetting forth to the houſe 
their hearty ſorrow and ſincere contrition for 
their offence, they were diſcharged, after being 
Vor. II. C repri- 
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reprimanded on their knees, by the ſpeaker, i | 
the following words: | 
« Philip Ward, John Treacher, Sir Thomas 
Munday, Thomas Wiſe, John Nicholes, John 
Philips, Iſaac Lawrence, Richard Tawney, Tho- 
mas Robinſon, and John Brown $ | 
The offence, of which you have been guilty, 
has juſtly brought you under the ſevere diſplea- 
fure of this houſe. A more enormous crime 
you could not well commit, ſince a deeper wound 
could not have been given to the conſtitution 
itſelf, than by the open and dangerous attempt 


which you have made to ſubvert the freedom 


and independence of this houſe. The freedom 
of this houſe is the freedom of this country, 
which can continue no longer than while the 
voices of the eleftors are uninfluenced by any 
baſe or venal motive. For if abilities and in- 
tegrity are no recommendation to the electors, 
if thoſe who bid higheſt for their voices are to 
© obtain them from ſuch deteſtable confidera- 
tions, this houſe will not be the repreſentatives 
of the people of Great Britain. Inſtead of be- 
ing the guardians and proteQors of their liber- 
tics, inſtead of redreſſing the grievances of the 

\ ſubjea, 
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fubjeA, this houſe itſelf will be the author of 
the worſt of grievances; it will become the ve- 
nal inſtrument of power to reduce this happy 
nation, the envy and admiration of the world, 
to the loweſt ſtate of miſery and ſervitude. 
This is the abje& condition to which you have 
attempted to bring your fellow-citizens. 
Many circumſtances concur to aggravate 
; your offence. The place of your reſidence was 
"i fingular advantage. You had at all times the 
example of one of the moſt learned and reſpec- 
table bodies in Europe before your eyes. Their 
conduct in every inſtance, but eſpecially in the 
choice of their repreſentatives in | parliament, 
was well worthy your imitation. 
« You are magiſtrates of a great =} In ſuch 
a ſtation, it was a duty peculiarly incumbent on 
you to watch over the morals of your fellow- 
citizens; to keep yourſelves pure from ven- 
ality; and to prevent, by your influence, thoſe 
under ybur government from being tainted by 
this growing and peſtilential vice. How have 
you abuſed this truſt? You yourſelves have ſet 
the infamous example of proſtitution in' the 
moſt public and daring manner: ſurely you 
muſt have felt ſome remorſe from the generous 
. S diſdain 
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diſdain with which your corrupt offer was re- 
jeted by your repreſentatives. They thought, 
and juſtly thought, that. a ſeat in this houſe, 
obtained by a free and independent choice of 
their conſtituents, was the higheſt honour to 


nobleſt of ſervices. Sorry I am to ſay, that 


theſe confiderations do not appear to have had 


the leaſt weight with you. However, you have 
at laſt acknowledged your guilt, and, by your 
petition yeſterday, you ſeem conſcious of the 


enormity of your offence. This houſe, in the 
terror of its judgments, always thinks upon 


mercy ; nor do they ever infli& puniſhment but 


from becoming che objects of their reſentment. 
*The cenſure paſſed upon you will, they 
hope, have that effect. You are now the object 
of their mercy, and are brought to the bar to 


be diſcharged. ' 
* May you be penetrated with a due ſenſe of 


their juſtice and lenity !—May you atone for 


your paſt offence, by a conſtant endeayour to 
make a right uſe of the invaluable privileges 
which you enjoy as cleftors! —Conſfider theſe 


privileges 


_ whicha ſubjeR can aſpire; and that diſcharging 
their duty, as ſuch repreſentatives, was the 


for the ſake of example, and to prevent others 


a . 1 
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e as à facred truſt repoſed in you. 
Diſcharge it with integrity. But before you 
riſe from your preſent poſture, I do, in obedi- 
ence of the commands of this houſe, Reprimand 
von. 5 8 | 
« T am now to acquaint you, that you are | 
diſcharged, paying your fees.“ 5 
ConroRATION - Conſiſts of a mayor, recorder, 
four aldermen, eight affiſtants, two bailiffs, and 
twenty-four common council- men. The mayor 
for the time being officiates at the coronation of 
our kings in the buttery, and has a large gilt 
bowl and cover for his fee. The magiſtracy of 
the city is ſubject to the chancellor and vice- 
chancellor of the univerſity, in all affairs of 
moment, even in thoſe relating to the city; and 
every year the vice- chancellor adminiſters an 
oath to the magiſtrates and ſheriffs, that they 
will maintain the privileges of the univerſity : 
| beſides, on the 10th of February, the mayor, 
and fixty-two of the chief citizens, in a ſolemn 
manner, pay each one penny at St. Mary's 
church, in lieu of a great fine laid upon. the 
city, in the reign of king Edward III. when 
lixty-two « of the ſtudents were murdered by 825 
citizens. | 
C3 | R1icnurT 
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Rienr or 2LECTION—1621, 19. Feb. Stated, 
that the right was in the mayor, fifteen more, 
called the magiſtrates, and common-council, 
making in all forty-eight, together with the 
freemen of the ſaid city. | 

Numzzx or INHABITAXTSs—About 14,000. 

Numzzx or voTER8—About 650. 

RETURNING orricers—The mayor and 
Sailiffs. 

8 of Marlborough * 0 
n | ; 
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PoLtiTICAL CHARACTER. The political prin- 
ciples of the members of this univerſity are, with 
a few exceptions, thoſe of toryiſm. They have 
always affilted and given ſhelter to royalty, 
whenever it was diſtreſſed by the parliament or 
people. So little are they, however, to be in- 
nuenced in the choice of their repreſentatives, 
that they do not ſuffer any canvas to be made, 
nor either of the candidates to be, at the time 
of election, within ten miles of the juriſdiction 
of the univerſity. Their repreſentatives are 
men poſſeſſing the ſame ſentiments reſpecting 
civil and religious government that they them- 
ſelves 
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ſelves do, fo that in all probability, their preſent 
members will be continued in the ſame honour- 

able ſituation, as long as they are able to * 
form the duties annexed to it. | 

This place was firſt imprivileged to ſend 
members to parliament by king James I. by 
diploma, dated March 12, anno 160g. 

 Ricur or ELECTION— In the doftors and | 
aQtual maſters of the: unverſity.' - 1488 

NuungkER Or voTERs—About 600. | 

\RETURNING OFFICERS—The vice- chancellor 
and heads of N | EET. 
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PoLtTICAL CHARACTER. Thisborough, which 
is adjoining to the wall of Blenheim park, is 
wholly under the patronage of the duke of 
Marlborough. There having been no oppoſition 
to ſo potent an intereſt, the right of voting has 
never come under the adjudication of a com- 
mittee of the houſe of commons, but it is ad- 
mitted to be in a mayor, four aldermen, fixteen 
burgeſſes, and the freemen at large. | 
The honour and manor of the town and hun- 
dred of Woodſtock, were, in the reign of the late 
queen Anne, ſettled by parliament upon John 
Churchill, duke of Marlborough, who com- 

C4 manded 
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mended the army of the grand alliance, formed 
by Great Britain, Holland, Portugal, and other 


powers, againſt France and Spain, and upon his 


national gratitude for his bravery and conduct. 
A palace was alſo creed for him at the public 
ExPpence, in a very delightful ſituation; about 


half a mile diſtant from Woodſtock, which, to 


commemorate the important vidtory he obtained 
over the French and Bavarians at Blenheim, was 


called Blenheim-houſe. It was built by Sir John 
Vanbrugh, and though a. heavy building, like 
the reſt of that architeR's performances, muſt 


| be acknowledged to be a magnificent ſtructure. 


_ Conroxation—Conſiſts of a lord high ſtew- 
ard, recorder, town clerk, five aldermen, one of 
whom is always mayor, and eee 
Ricur or endete n the: a os 
Nonntr or vorzns—160. 
| Rerunninc orricex—The mayor. 


Parzox—Duke of Marlborough. 


BANBURY. 


PorrTICcAL CHARACTER. This a in 


common with Abingdon and Higham Ferrers, 
| which 


deſcendants male and female, as a monument of 
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which were alſo incorporated by queen Mary, 

Bewdley, which: was incorporated by James I. 

and Monmouth which was imprivileged to ſend 
members in the reign of Henry VIII. have only 
the election of one member each. The right 
of voting in this populous town is confined, by 
a reſolution of the houſe of commons, to a 
mayor, ſix aldermen, and twelve burgeſſes, who | 
like all other corporations, are under the in- 
| fluence and direction of an individual. 

The number of inhabitant houſekeepers in 
this town, who, like Bath, Wincheſter, Saliſbury, 
Andover, Poole, &c. have only a nominal re- 
eee are at leaſt ſix hundred. 
ConroRAT ION. This borough was firſt in- 
corporated in the firſt year of queen Mary, and 
then imprivileged to return one member to 
parliament; by which charter it was governed 
by a bailiff, twelve aldermen, and twelve bur- 
geſſes. In the reign of king James I. it was 
made a mayor town, with twelve aldermen and 
ſix capital burgeſſes; and it had a new charter 
from king George I. in the year 1718, by which 
it is now governed by a mayor, high ſteward, re- 
corder, ſix capital burgeſſes, twelve e 


| town-clerk, and a ſerjeant at mace. 
Rich 
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Rioent or £LEcTIoON—In the mayor, alder- 
men, and capital burgeſſes only. | 
Nunszx or VOTERS—19. 


RzeTurxinG orricer—The mayor. 
Patzox—Earl of Guildford. 


RUTLAND COUNTY. 
PoLttTicAL Cn AER. | 


T ms is the only county in England which 


has no repreſentatives, except the two knights 
of the ſhire; and, conſequently, the inhabitant 


houſekeepers, like thoſe of the city of Ely, and 


the opulent and populous towns of Mancheſter, 
Sheffield, Birmingham, Leeds, Woolverhampton, 
Halifax, &c. are without any. repreſentation; 
Ninety-nine parts out of a hundred of the empire 
of Great Britain are in a ſimilar ſituation; but 


the obſervation applies with peculiar force, when 


theſe places preſent themſelves to our view, and 
are compared with Caſtle Riſing, or Gatton, 
which have only two houſes each, or with Old 
_ which has not a houſe remaining, or with 

the 
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che nominal repreſentation of thoſe cities and 
towns, where the right of election is confined to 
= corporation of nineteen, twenty-four, or thirty, 
as is the caſe at Banbury, Andover, and Bath. 

To complete the deformity of this ſhadow of 
repreſentation, the influence in this county is, | 
like moſt others, in a few individuals, the earl of | 
Exeter, earl of Cardigan, earl of wien 
and earl of Gainſborough. 

This county is divided into five hundreds, but 
has no city, and contains only two market towns, 
namely, Okeham and Uppingham. It is in the 
province of Canterbury, and dioceſe of Peterbo- 
rough, and contains forty-eight pariſhes, - but 

ſends only two members to parliament, who are 
the Fial of the ſhire. | 


SALOP COUNTY. 


— 


% 


Porrricar Cn. 


Tin county is not W a wen ioflu- 
ence, which may be imputed, in ſome degree, to 
the ſmall number of nobility who reſide here. 
There are many gentlemen of comfortable for- 


| . who like their anceſtors of old, poſſeſs 
| independent 
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| independent ſpirits, and have not as yet learnt 
to bow their neck toa Py fabricated 12 — 
tic power. 

They have, on this account, been branded by 
their enemies with the epithet of the proud Salo- 
pians; but if the definition of that pride be inde- 


pendence, in its fulleſt and completeſt ſenſe, our 


wiſh is that all our fellow-citizens were in poſ- 
ſeffion of it; ariſtocratic oppreſſion would then 
ceaſe, and cheerfulneſs and plenty would ſuc- 
ceed in its room. 

This county is ſeated in the province of Can- 
terbury; and that part of it which lies ſouth of 
the Severn, is under the juriſdiction of the biſhop 


df Hereford; that which lies north, is under the 


biſhop of Coventry and Litchfield, except Oſ- 


the biſhoprick of St. Aſaph: the archdeacon of 
Shrewſbury is archdeacon for the three dio. 
It is divided into fifteen hundreds, containing 
one hundred and ſeventy pariſhes, and fifteen 
market towns: it ſends twelve members to par- 
lament, two knights of the ſhire for the county, 
andtwo burgefſes foreach of the following towns; 
viz. Shrewſbury, Bridgenorth, Biſhop's Gu 
Wenlock, and Ludlow. 

SHREWS- 


 welſtry, and a few other places, which are under 


an 
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| entre ps, The right of elec- 
tion in this town was anciently popular and free; 
ſo late as the year 170, we find by the journals 
of the houſe of commons, the franchiſe extended 
not only to the burgeſſes inhabiting within the 
| town, paying ſcot and lot, but alſo to thoſe inha- 
biting fix other pariſhes, and forty-ſix vills in its 
ſuburbs and neighbourhood. . Theſe were how 
ever disfranchiſed by a ſubſequent reſolution of 
the houſe, on the gth of April 1723, and the 
right was limited to the burgeſſes inhabiting the 
precin@ of the borough only. | 

The corporation afterwards attempted to con- 


fine this right ſtill further, as will appear by the 


following caſe, on the petition of certain eleQtors 
in the intereſt of William Pulteney, Eſq. tried 
by a committee of the houſe of commons, on the 
7th of March 1775. 
The queſtion was, whether a claſs of men, 
coming under the two following deſcriptions, 
who had been refuſed admiffion to their free- 
dom by the mayor, were entitled to vote It -* 
| that eleQion? 
iſt, All perſons of the age of one-and-twenty, 


and who have ſerved a ſeven years apprentice- 
ſhip 


90 c sont 


ſhip + to one of the trades, which form fourteen 
ancient companies by preſcription or incorpora- 


tion in this borough, have a right to demand, 


and be admitted to, their freedom, on paying 
five pounds and all the uſual fees. | 


at the age of one-and-twenty, entitled in like 


manner to demand, and be admitted to, their 


freedom, on payment of five pounds and the 
uſual fees. 

The fact, that the rejeQed voters came under 
the deſcription of one or other of thoſe two 
cuſtoms, was not diſputed. 

It was proved, that more than a year before 
the election, they had tendered the fees to the 
perſons whoſe province it is, by the law of the 
place, to admit freemen; that they had claimed 
to be admitted, and were refuſed. It was like- 
wiſe proved, that they had tendered their votes 


at the election. But the two cuſtoms were called | 


in queſtion. 


In 1771, one Baxter, claiming his freedom 


under thoſe cuſtoms, had brought a mandamus 
in the court of King's Bench; on the trial of 


that cauſe, the corporation contended, that the 
two cuſtoms, which the plaintiff alledged to be 
immemorial, were only introduced by a bye-law 


„„ 


ed, All perſons born within the derseßbe are, 


2 g. f. 4 f. 8. 
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of 1642, which bye-law was repealed in 1733. 
The plaintiff maintained, that the bye-law was 
only declaratory of the ancient cuſtom, which 
could not therefore be affected by the repeal 
of ſuch a Sonia The jury found for the 
plai ns its; #05. 
* BAxTER, in conſequence. of the ja gzmehs in 
his favour, ſued out a peremptory mandamus, 
and was admitted to his freedom. But the cor- 
poration, after that deciſion, {till refuſed to ad- 


mit the other perſons who claimed under the 


fame cuſtoms. 
- In the caſe of Baxter hip had moved for a 
new trial, which was refuſed ; but a ſecond man- 
damus being obtained againſt them, they moved 
that this new cauſe might be tried at bar; this 
was granted by the court; and, on that occaſion, 
the judge who tried the firſt, ſaid, he thought, 
that on the trial it had not been properly under- 

ſtood. e 
This ſecond mandamus was depending, in the 
court of King's Bench, at the time of election. 
It was tried in Michaelmas term, 19 November, 
1774, and determined in like manner as the for- 
mer; and there was no application for a new 

trial. 8 | | 
- On: 
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On this ſtate of facts, the counſel. Sis tho 
ſining member inſiſted, that the right of the 
controverted votes were ſtill open to the diſ- 
cuffion of the committee; that the two manda- 
muſes were only concluſive amongſt the parties, 
and that on the trial of new mandamuſes, the 
two former verdiQs, although they might have 
great weight as evidence, would not conclude 


wee jury. They ſuggeſted, that ſince the laſt 


trial, and after the four days had elapſed, which 
the court allows for moving for a new trial, they 
had diſcovered freſh evidence, which if laid be- 


fore the committee, would overturn the cuſ- 


The counſel for the petitioners contended, on 
the contrary, that under circumſtances like thoſe 
of the preſent caſe, two verdiQs, free from all 
ſuſpicion of collufion (the two mayors againſt 


members at the election, unimpeached and not 
diſapproved of by the judge) would be conclu- 
five evidence as to the cuſtoms, even in a court of 
law, becauſe the parties to be bound by them 


on a new mendamus would be the ſame; viz. 


the — of Shrewſbury ; that on two 
ſuch 


ff.. ͤ . — 


whom both the verdiQts had been found, having 
continued to be warm partizans of the fitting 


fuch. verdifts, a court of -equity would. make a 
decree to eſtabliſh a cuſtom, and would not grant 
a third trial; but that if this were otherwiſe, a 

committee of the houſe of commons would-ne- 
ver ſuffer two ſolemn verdiQs, and conſequent 


judgments, of the only court competent to ſuch 


cauſes, to be called in queſtion before them. 
They ſaid, that even in the Middleſex caſe, no- 
body had ever attempted to impeach the verdiQ, 
finding Mr. Wilkes guilty of the libel: _ 

The counſel for the fitting members cited ſe- 
veral caſes, where courts of law had granted new 
trials after two concordant verdiQts, and others, 
where courts of equity had done the ſame. But 


they were all ſhewn to be caſes where the judge, 


who tried the cauſe, ſignified his diſapprobation 
of the verdia; and beſides it was ſaid, that a 


verdict before judgment, once ſet cath is c__ | 


dered as if it never had exiſted. 
On the other ſide, the caſes of as 3 of 
Beaufort, and of Mancheſter Mills, were cited 


among others. The latter came on in the ducky 


court before lord Kinnoul, aſſiſted by lord Mans- 


field, who ſaid on that occafion, that a verdi& 


in the time of Charles I. (which was produced 
in the cauſe) was concluſive evidence of the cuſ- 
tom. After this point had been argued, and the 

„%%% + 
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counſel 
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counſel directed to withdraw, the committee, 
aſter a ſhort deliberation, | 


peach the two verdiQts, but to conſider them as 
concluſive evidence of the cuſtoms. | 

The fitting members* counſel then endea- 
voured to prove, 

That the rejected voters WP not ples in 
the proper manner, and according to the eſtab- 
liſhed uſage, to be admitted to their freedom. 


But it came out from the evidence, that the 


mode of their application was regular. 
They then contended, That, as the title of 
thoſe men to their freedom was in ſuſpenſe, and 


under litigation in Weſtminſter-Hall, when their 
votes were rejected, they could not be of any 


avail as to this election; for that in inſtances 


where the votes of men, who had applied for 


| their freedom and were refuſed, and have been 

allowed on proving their titles, the caſe had 
been always ſuch as to ſatisfy the committee, or 
the houſe, that there was no juſt ground for re- 
fuſing them, and that it was done by concert 
with a candidate, and in order to affect the elec- 
The committee, however, on the ſame day, 
{Wedneſday the 8th of March) informed the 


houſe, 


Rejolved, Not to admit any evidence to im- 
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houſe, by their chairman, that they had deter- 
mined, that William Pulteney, Eſq. was duly | 
elected, and ought to have been returned. 
The burgeſſes and freemen, who elea the 
members for this town, are compoſed of three 
claſſes — gentlemen of fortune, independent 


tradeſmen, and mechanics and labourers; ' the 


latter deſcription are the moſt numerous, and 


being the moſt dependant, are provided with 


| houſes by the two former, and depend upon the 
ſeptennial harveſt of an election for the pay- 
ment of rent and arrears. | 

The two great defects in the Teal 
of this place are, thoſe of many of the moſt re- 
ſpectable houſekeepers being excluded from the 
birth- right of Engliſhmen, by the odious limita- 
tion of corporate rights; and ſeveral pariſhes in 
the town being deprived even of the corporate 
privileges by the reſolution of the houſe of 
1723. 

Mr. Pulteney poſſeſſes the caſtle of Shrewſ- 
bury; which commands a profpe&t of twenty 
miles, and is deſervedly an object of pride and 
admiration to its owner ; but neither he, or any 
other individual, has yet obtained poſſeſſion of 
the political influence which can command 1 its 

repreſentation, - 
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36 SHREWSBURY. 
Conronariox—Conſilſts of a mayor, recorder, 
Reward, town clerk, 24 aldermen, and 48 com- 
mon councilmen, who have a ſword-bearer, 3 
ſerjcants at mace, and other inferior officers. 
They have the power of trying cauſes within 
themſelves, even in capital caſes, high treaſon 
RicaT or ELECTION.—1709, 20 December. Is 


only in the burgeſſes inhabiting within the ſaid 


borough, or in the ſuburbs thereof, paying ſcot 
and lot, and not receiving alms or charity. . 
1714, 27 May. Is in the mayor, deren, 
and burgeſſes of the ſaid borough... lf 

1723, 9 April. Is only in the burgeſſes in- 
habiring in the ſaid borough, or in the ſuburbs 
thereof, paying ſcot and lot, and not een 
alms or charity. 


That the whole pariſhes of St. Chad, 81 


Mary, St. Alkmond, St. Julian, the Holy Croſs, 
and St. Giles, and the ſeveral vills of Hadnal, 
AQa, Reynold, Meriden, Hanwood, Grimſell, 
Ollerton, Onſlow, Preſton, Gubald Pimley, and 
Merival, are not within the borough of . 
bury, or the ſuburbs thereof. | 

That the ſeveral vills of Birton, Betton, Alk- 
mear, Lengwar, Calcot, Whitley, Welbeck, Up- 
per and Lower Roſſal. Shelton, Oxon, Woodcot, 


Horton, 
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Horton, Munkmeal, and Gooſchill, in the pariſh ; 


of St. Chad; Great and Little Berwick, Almond 


Park, Newton Albright Huſfley, Cotton Hill, 
Leaton, Afley, Merrington, Wollaſcot, Sanſaw, 


and Clive, in the pariſh of St. Mary; Hencot, 
Albright Lee, Preſton Montford, Dintle, and 
Arleſcot, in the pariſh of St. Alkmond; and 


Pully and Shelton, in the pariſh of St. Julian; 
are not part of the ancient borough of Shrewſ- 


| bury, or the ſuburbs thereof. 


That the pariſh- of. Holy Croſs and St. Giles, 
is no part of the ancient borough of Shrewſbury, 


or the ſuburbs thereof. 
NuMBER OF VOTERS—About 600. 
RETURNING OFFICER—The mayor, 
BRIDGENORTH, 


POLITICAL CHARACTER.—The family of Whit- 


more, of Apley, a ſeat in the neighbourhood of 


this borough, have repreſented it in different par- 
liaments ever fince the 18th of James I. and the 
attachment of the people to the preſent repre- 


ſentative of his anceſtors? independence, is not 


diminiſhed at this day. 

His intereſt with the eleQors is permanent ; 
but is neither eſtabliſhed by undue means, nor 
exerciſed by compulſory ones. The town gave 
| D 3 a proof 
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38 | BRIDGENORTH. 


a proof of its independence, when they diſplaced 


their old favourite repreſentative, admiral Pigot, 
1784, for voting in ſupport of the coalition, 
and eleQting in his room a gentleman, whofe po- 
litical ſentiments were congenial with their 
The right of eledtion in this town is in 
the freemen, reſident and non-reſident, the ma- 
jority of whom are of the latter deſcription. 
Voters are therefore brought from every part 
of the kingdom to an eleQtion, at a moſt enor- 
mous expence, and carried home again at the 
charge of the candidates. This is an imperfec- 
tion in our repreſentative ſyſtem, that can only 
be cured by a radical reform. The ruinous ex- 
pences attending the removal of eleQtors, from 


the moſt remote parts of the country to the place 


of election, is deſtructive of the freedom of 
Choice, and precludes any but a corrupt, or a 
very rich man, from offering his ſervices to the 
Bridgenorth had ſeveral privileges granted it, 
by charters from Henry II. and King John. 
The greateſt part of it ſtands upon a rock, on 
the weſtern bank of the Severn, which has here a 
very great fall. Theſe two parts are called the 
Upper and Lower towns, which are ſeparated by 


the | 
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the river er Severn, but united by a fone bridge of 
ſeven arches, upon which is a gate and = 
houſe, with ſeveral other houſes. 54 ; 
CorroRaTtion.—lt is governed by two bai- 
liffs, annually elected out of twenty-four alder- 
men, by a jury of fourteen men, together with 
a recorder, forty-eight common-councilmen, a 
town=clerk, and other officers. 
RICHT or ELECTION—In the burgeſſes and 
freemen, within and without the borough. 
| NumsER or voTERs&—About 700. 2 
RETURNING Oo TIC ERS The bailiffs. 


LUDLOW. 


PoLITICAL CHARACTER. —This town is not 
under the abſolute controul of a patron; but 
Lord Clive has the Corporation attached to him, 
and poſſeſſes an intereſt ſufficiently powerful to 
ſecure the election of one of its members, ce- 
| mented to that of Mr. Knight, the other member, 
who originally became a candidate on the inde- 
pendent intereſt of the town, that they might 
aſſume the diQatorial influence of patrons ; but 
as the burgeſſes are ſufficiently numerous to aſ- 
ſert their own independence, this place cannot 
be ranked amongſt thoſe boroughs which are at 
the private diſpoſal of an individual. 

D 4 Conro- 


40 | LUDLOW, 
Conron art. — By charter, anno g Charles I. 
confiſts of 2 bailiffs, a0 aldermen, and 48 com- 


mon councilmen; but by charter of James II. 


it conliſts of 2 bailiffs, 12 aldermen, 25 com- 
mon councilmen, a recorder, town clerk, ſtew- 
_ ard, chamberlain, and other _— under which 
it now aQts. 


Ricur or ELEcTION,—1661, 26 8 : 
Is in all the reſident common burgeſſes, as well 


as the twelve and twenty-five. 
1690, 22 December. The new charter, eranted 
| to the town of Ludlow by the late King James, 
whereby the antient method of elefting burgeſſes 
for parliament is altered, is illegal and void. 
1698, 1 March. The ſons of burgeſles of 
Ludlow, and thoſe that marry the daughters of 
burgeſſez, have a right to be made burgeſſes of 


Every perſon I a right to be CY, a 
burgeſs of the borough of Ludlow, ought to de- 


mand ſuch his right by petition, ſigned by the 
petitioner, according to the bye-law-made in 
Nou or INHABITANTS—GOOQ.. 
Nous or vorzxs—Nearly 300. 
Rzro ante orriczxs— The two bailiffs. 
Parzon—Lord Clive, partially. | 
 WENLOCK. 
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Arie e town Is alſo 


added Much-Wenlock ; but from its being an 


ill-built, dirty little place, conſiſting only of two 
ordinary ftreets, it is called Muck-Wenlock, by 
way of deriſion. 


The villages of Little Wenlock and- Broſeley 
are within the limits of this borough, the whole 


of which are the property of Sir Henry Bridg- 


man, Bart. and Mr. Forreſter, the preſent mem 


bers. The advowſon of the living — to 
Sir Watkin Williams Wynne. 


This infignificant borough is the firſt that 


ever fent members to parliament, by virtue of a 
charter from the crown, which was granted by 
king Edward IV. 2gth November, 1478, who, 


by his authority, delegated to them the power 


of ſending one member to parliament. 


This monarch was ſeated upon a throne, tot- 


tering with the uncertainty of its poſſeſſor, who 
had been obliged, in his paſſage to it, to wade 
through a ſea of blood. An act committed in 
that day of danger and perplexity, could not be 
a precedent ſufficiently reſpeQable to veſt fu- 
ture kings with an authority to grant the ſame 


privileges, when and where 1 it ſhould ſeem expe- 


dient 
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42 'WENLOCE. 
dient to them, and particularly when no ſuch- 
power was committed to them by the conſtitu- 
tion of this country. The aR of union having 
limited the number of members of parliament 
for England to five hundred and thirteen, and 
that of Scotland to forty-five, has now prevented 
the future exerciſe of this extraordinary _ 
gative. 
The buildings in this borough are ſmall, moſtly 
raiſed with limeſtone, and covered with thatch. 
The members are choſen by the reſident burgeſſes, 
who are between fifty and ſixty in number, and 
are all tenants of the patrons. Mr. Forreſter, 
who owns the greateſt part of the borough, has a 
feat in the neighbourhood, where the eleQors 
often repair to exchange their birthright for a 
meſs of porridge. 
Conronartox.— By charter, anno 7 Char. I. 
conliſts of a bailiff, recorder, two other juſtices, 
and twelve bailiff peers, or capital burgeſſes. 
RicnT or ELECTION—In the burgeſſes. 
Noumnzr or vorzas—About 60. 
RzTunxninc Orricer—The bailiff. 
Patzoxs—Sir Henry 9 bart. and 
* Forreſter, * 


BISHOP'S 


6430 
BISHO PS CASTLE. 
PorirIcAI 'CHARACTER.—This borough is 
entirely under the direction of lord Clive, who 
is proprietor of the greateſt part of it. The 
right of voting is in the e ve are inha- 
bitants. 

WenLock and this are the only two places 
which come under the deſ cription of proprĩetory 
boroughs in this county. The rights are nearly 
the ſame in each, only that reſidence is not a 
requiſite qualification i in a burgeſs of Wenlock. 

The general part of the inhabitants of this 
borough are very poor, having no manufaQory 
or trade, except that of eleQioneering, which is 
equally profitable here as in all the other ſources 
of legiſlative authority. 

CoxrokxAT ION Conſiſts of a bailiff, recorder, 
and fifteen aldermen, out of whom the bailiff is 
annually choſen, and is juſtice of the peace and 
quorum for that and the enſuing year. | 
 Ricur or ELEcTION—In the bailiff and all 
the burgeſſes within the ſaid borough. 
NUMBER OF vOTERs—About 50. 
RETURN NG OFFICER—The bailiff. 
Parxox—Lord Clive. 


CE 


SOMERSETSHIRE. 


TPortricat chARACTER. 


Tu frecholders of this county have, in their 
political charafter of electing their repreſenta- 
tives, held out to all the people of England an 


example the moſt worthy of their imitation. At 


à county meeting, convened for the purpoſe of 
nominating the members, previous to the day of 
deftion, they reſolved, and agreed unanimouſly, 
not to give their votes either to the brother or 
fon of a peer of the realm, nor to any candidate 


ſupported by ſuch an intereſt, By this conduct 


they have manifeſted their knowledge of the con- 
Mitution of their country, and their zeal for its 


prolperity, in keeping the democratic part inde- 


pendent of, and unmixed, as it certainly ought 
to be, with the ariſtocratic. If this doftrine was 
univerſally underſtood, and generally praQtiſed, 
dur repreſentatives would be elected by, and out 
of, ourſelves, who are better acquainted with our 
own intereſts, and neceſſarily more anxious to pro- 
mote it, than thoſe who are conſtitutionally ſe- 
parated from us; and who, from that and other 


circumſtances, 
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N BRISTOL CITY. | = 45 
circumſtances, conſider the people as an order 
of beings diſtin from themſelves, and value 
them only in proportion as they are ſerviceable 


or inſtrumental to their own en conſequence; pride, 


— 


and ambition. 

This county, which is ſeated in i the province 
of Canterbury, and dioceſe of Bath and Wells, 
is divided into forty-two hundreds, containing 
three cities, thirty-two market towns, and three 


hundred and eighty-five pariſhes. It ſends eigh-_ 


teen members to parliment, viz. two knights of 
the ſhire for the county, two citizens for each of 
the cities of Briſtol, Bath, and Wells, and two 


burgeſſes for each of the following boroughs, viz. 
e NNE Ilch 880 eee and Mine- 


head. 


"BRISTOL, CITY. 1-336! nds bet 

PolLITIcAL  CHARACTER.— This city was for- 
merly conſidered a part of Glouceſterſhire. The 
return of its members to ſerve in parliament was 
made by the ſheriff of that county; but after- 


wards, to dignify the county of Somerſet with 
three cities, it was placed there before Bath and 


Wells, as the firſt-of the three: In the 47th of 
Edward III. it was diſſevered from Glouceſter 
and Somerſet, and made a county of itſelf. This 

5? | = city 
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46 BRISTOL CITY. 

city is certainly the ſecond in England, with re- 
petit to the number and riches of its merchants. 
It is entirely free from ariſtocratic and miĩniſte- 
rial controul; but it is at preſent repreſented by 
a coalition formed by the leaders of the two con- 
tending parties. One of its repreſentatives votes 
uniformly with adminiſtration, and, the other 
with oppoſition; ſo that the fix thouſand per- 


fons, to whom the right of eleQion is ſuppoſed 


to be confined, have virtually no repreſentation 
=. "iy | 


This city alſo labours under the intolerable 


grievance of having its right of election ſo com- 


plicated, and fo expoſed to fraud and impoſition, 


as to render it abſolutely impoſſible for them to 


accompliſh a fair choice of their repreſentatives. 


This right being in the freeholders and freemen ; 
and the latter qualification extending. to free- 
mens* ſons, and to the huſbands of freemensꝰ 
daughters, it is not unuſual for a number of 
perſons to be brought here at an election to per- 
ſonate the ſons of freemen, whoſe abſence may 


afford an opportunity of ſubſtituting a proxy; 


and others, to ſwear themſelves the ſons of pa- 
rents to whom they have no other affinity than 


that of recording their names on the ſame 


parchment in tbe indenture of admiſſion. Free- 


men's 
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men's daughters have alſo been married for the 


expreſs purpoſe of qualifying their huſbands to 


vote, and the huſband ſeleQed for the occaſion, 
after fulfilling the purpoſe of the marriage, ap- 


pears to have provided by anticipation againſt 
the evils that might ariſe from the inconveni- 
ence of a bad partner, by diſcovering that the 
marriage has no validity, from the circumſtance 
of his having a former wife living. | 

Theſe, and innumerable other impoſitions, 
have been known to have been practiſed at elec- 
tions for this city, and we may defy the inge- 


nuity of law to prevent them till one ſyſtem of 


right is eſtabliſhed, and that ſyſtem the conſtitu- 


tional one of extending the eledion franchiſe 


, 


to every houſekeeper in the kingdom. 

The tradeſmen of this city are incorporated 
into ſeveral companies, each of which has a hall, 
. or a large room hired for their meeting; and 
by a charter of queen Elizabeth, every man that 
marries the daughter of a citizen of Briſtol be- 
comes free of the city. Here 1s a Guildhall, in 
which are held the aſſizes and ſeſſions, with the 
| mayor's and ſheriffs courts; and adjoining to it 
is a ſpacious lofty room, called St. George's Cha- 
pel, in which the mayor and ſheriffs are annually 
choſen. Here is alſo a large council-room, in 


which 
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c c 
every day, except Sundays, for the adminiſtra- 
tion of juſtice. The Royal Exchange is a fine 


AiruQure, built in the manner of that at London, 


and is about two-thirds as large. It is all of free- 


None, and the ground upon which it ſtands, coſt 


the chamber of the city 20,000 1. It has four 
entrances to the ſquare within, and above are 
rooms for ſhops. Behind the building is an ex- 
renfive piece of ground laid out for the markets. 
In Wine-ſreet is a large ſtrutture, called the 
Corn- market; adjoining to which is a RIB 
room, with barracks for ſoldiers. 
This place, which was made a mayor town at 
the beginning of the reign of Hen. III. was, 


anno 1452, — IEEE As we 


and city. 

_ Conronatiox—Conſfiſts of a mayor, evecies; 
deven aldermen, two EG and forty-eight 
common=councilmen. | 

Ricur or ELEcTION—Inthe freeholders, hav- 
ing frecholds of forty ſhillings a year, and the 
free burgeſſes. 

| Nunstr or 1NHABITANTS—60,000. 

Nona or voTtrs—Near 6000. | 

Rrrunxixc orriczzxs— The ſheriffs. 
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PoririeAL CHARACTER.—This city, which is 
the moſt elegant, and one of the firſt with reſpe& 


to population in the kingdom, is under the ſame 


political excluſion, as the inhabitants of Shore- 
ham and Cricklade; who have deen convicted of 
the groſſeſt venality, corruption, and bribery; a 
crime; which the late Sir John Cuſt, when ſpeaker 


of the houſe of commons, in reprimanding the - 
mayor and aldermen of Oxford, calls the moſt 
enormous that men can well commit. The pu- 


1 


niſhment inflicted by the houſe of commons on 


ſuch as they have deemed it expedient to make 
examples of their juſtice, has been diſqualification 


from voting in the election of members of parliament. 
All the inhabitants of Bath, the corporation only 
excepted, are exattly in the ſame ſituation, with 
only the mental conſolation, of not having com- 
mitted a ſimilar offence againſt the liberty of 
their country to deſerve it. 
The repreſentation of this city is as complete 
a political farce as that of Old Sarum; for if 
thirty-two individuals are to eledt two repreſen- 
tatives for the people of England, i it as of very little 
conſequence whether they are choſen by that 
number of burgage-holders, or by the fame num- 
Vor. II. E ber 
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80 WELLS CITY. 


ber of addermen and common-council. We, 
however, truſt, that we may hail them with the 


profpeR of a fpecdy reform, which will reſtore - 
men to their rights, and the nation to its true 


dignity and independence. 


aldermen, a recorder, two bailiffs, and twenty 
i] | : : 
Ricur or E£LEcTION—1706, 26th January. 


GGG 


men only. 
NunBER OF INHABITANTS—$0,000. 
NUMBER OF VOTERS—22. 


Paraons— Marquis of Bath, and earl Camden. 


WELLS CITY. 


PoLITiCAi CHARACTER.—The influence pre- 
vailing in this city, is that of Clement Tudway, 
. one of its preſent repreſentatives. This 
gentleman has a ſufficient intereſt always to pro- 
cure a return for himſelf without expence; and 
the corporation, &c. compliment ſome parti- 
cular friend, or neighbouring gentleman with the 
other feat. There have been ſeveral reſolutions 
of the houſe of commons TG: the right of 
elettion in this 18 


In 


Conron arion Conſiſts of a mayor, nine 


wo 


In one reſolution, it is agreed to be in the 


mayor, maſters, and burgeſſes, and in ſuch per- 
ſons as are, by conſent of the mayor, admitted to 
their freedom; this would have left the election 
of members, in a great meaſure, in the corpora- 


tion; as the mayor, with ſuch a diſcretionary 


power, would admit only thoſe who were of his 
own party; the laſt reſolution has, however, de- 


_ termined it to be in the mayor, maſters, burgeſ- 


ſes, and freemen, without the word conſent being 
included in it. | 


Wells was firſt made a free borough in the 


reign of Hen. II. by the intereſt of Fitz- 
Joceline, its biſhop. It afterwards received a 
charter from king John, by which it was made a 
market-town, and was raiſed into a city by queen 


Elizabeth. In 1738, a dreadful fire broke out, 


which conſumed above a hundred dwelling- 
| houſes, in fix hours time; ſo that very few had 
time to ſave their goods. | 


I is is a very neat city, conſiſting of broad 


ſtreets with handſome buildings. It has a cathe- 
dral, and only one pariſh church. The cathedral 
is ſaid to have been firſt built by king Ina, about 
the year 704, but was afterwards ſo effeftually re- 


paired by biſhop Fitz- Joceline, that it was confi. 


dered as a new work. The front, which has been 
E 2 bduilt 
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82 WELLS CITY. 


built upwards of five hundred years, is admircd | 


for its imagery and carved work in ſtone, and 
particularly for a window moſt curiouſly painted. 


Adjoining to the church are ſpacious cloyſters, 


and a chapter-houſe of a circular form, ſupport- 
ed by one pillar in the middle. 

This city ſent to parliament ab origine. | 

Conroxaxrtox.—By charter, anno 16 Eliz. it 
conliſts of a mayor, recorder, ſeven maſters, and 
fixteen common-councilmen. 1 
Nienr or TZI — 1693, 18 Feb. Is only 
in the mayor, maſters, and burgeſſes of the ſaid 
city, and in ſuch perſons, as are (by conſent of 
the mayor and common-council of the ſaid city) 
admitted to their freedom in any of the ſeven 
trading companies of the Taid city, on account 


of birth, ſervitude, or marriage. 
1723, May 2. Is in the mayor, maſters, 
1729, Apr. 18. | burgeſſes, and freemen of 


the ſaid city, who are admitted to their freedom 
in any of the ſeven companies within the ſaid 
city, being thereunto entitled by birth, ſervitude, 
or marriage. 
Numntr or vorzxs—About 500. 
Rzrurxxixc orricerR—The mayor. 


Parzox—Clement Tudway, eſq. partially. 
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. TAUNTON. « 

Porrricar chARAcrER.— The borough of 
Taunton does not comprehend the whole of the 
town of that name, only part of the pariſh of St. 


Mary Magdalen being within its limits. The 


right of election, according to the laſt reſolution 


of the houſe of commons, is in the inhabitants, 


pol-wallers, not receiving alms or charity. This 
qualification is defined to mean, all the reſident 
male inhabitants, who have obtained a parochial 
fettlement, whether they are occupiers of a houſe, 
or lodgers; and gives occaſion to fuch innumer- 


able objections at an election, as to leave in the 
returning officer, who is ympire between the 
parties, the power of deciding in favour of 


whichever he pleaſes. 

A parochial ſettlement being acquired, and 
forfeited by ſuch a variety of legal methods, wit- 
neſſes to qualify and diſqualify every perſon 
voting under that claim, are produced, and a 
deciſion is made in a court which has no autho- 
rity, and before a returning officer who has not a 
power to examine on oath. The miniſterial 
duties of his office, are thereby exerciſed judici- 


ally, and he admits or 1 votes at his own : 
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54 TAUNTON, | 

| The want of an univerſally eſtabliſhed right 
of election, muſt ever be produQtive of theſe im- 
perfections in a popular inſtitution; excluſive 


the cauſe of diſpute and litigation, of which the 
numerous petitions from the corporation and 
burgage-tenure boroughs, bear a diſgraceful teſ- 
timony: even the peerage of Scotland, where 
the election is veſted in not more than eighty in- 


dividuals, is expoſed to the ſame inconvenience, 
Two years out of the ſeven for which they are 


elected, are now nearly clapſed, and yet only thir- 
teen out of fixteen, which is the number of their 
repreſematives, can take their ſeats in the houſe 


of lords, owing to the length of time occupied 


in the inveſtigation of partial rights ; and a com- 


mittee of the houſe of commons is ſometimes 
engaged ten times as long in aſcertaining the 
right of franchiſe in a rotten borough, as they 


would be in digeſting and eſtabliſhing a form for 
a fair, equal, and yniverſal repreſentatiqn of the- 
people : 5 pod | : 
The influence of this borough is at preſent 
diputed between Sir Benjamin Hamet, one of 


its members, and Mr. Morland, the banker. 


The corporation, which, according to its charter, 
ſhould confiſt of a mayor, recorder, two alder- 


men, 


rights, and local qualifications, have ever been 


TAUNTON. RE  - | 


men, and twenty common-council, has at pre- 
ſent twelve vacancies; but, as a majority of thoſe 
which remain are in the intereſt of Mr. Mor- 
land, it is probable they will . be filled w—_ 
that gentleman's friends. 

Six Benjamin Hamet bis foundeat dn; 


powerful intereſt in this place, by building a new 


ſtreet, and purchaſing the caſtle in which the 

county aſſizes are held. The latter will enable 
him, in caſe a ſpirit of diſobedience ſhould mani- 
feſt itſelf amongſt the eleQors, to refuſe the uſe 

bol it to the public, and, of courſe, to remove the 


aſſizes to ſome other place in the county. - 

A petition of Alexander Pophamz. Eſq. and 
John Halliday, Eſq. was tried on the 24th of 
February, 1775, againſt the return of the Hon. 
Edward Stafford, and Nathaniel Webb, Eſq. 
complaining of the partiality of the returning 
officer, in protracting the poll, by unneceſſary ad- 


journments, from the 10th of ORober, when it be- 
gan, to the 18th of the ſame month, and, that he 


had rejected many legal votes which were tender- 
ed for the petitioners, Popham and Halliday, and 
admitted many _—__ votes for the 82 mem- 
bers. | | A Sg 

That the fitting aces previous to, and 


_—_ the poll, were guilty of divers 1 
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of bribery and corruption by themſelves and 
agents. 

. 
to us having received charity: the words © alms, 
and * charity,” in this borough are admitted not 


to be fynominous; the reſolution of the houſe of 


commons having rendered all thoſe receiving be- 
nefit, in either way, incapable of voting. There 
are a great many charitable funds in this place, 


fuch as the Town charity, Saunders $ . 1 
Meridith's charity, &c. 


Three Chelſea penſioners were objefted to on 


the part of the petitioners ; 


Nineteen, as not having parochial ſettlements; 
| Sixteen, as not anſwering the deſcriptian of 


porvallers; 


Two, as certificate-men; and 
Two, as bribery agents. a | 

The counſel for the fitting ren, | 
that gentlemen of fortune were not under the ne- 


| cellity of gaining a legal parochial ſettlement to 


intitle them to vote; but this was over-ruled, 
there not appearing to be any principle upon 

which ſuch a diſtinQion could be ſupported. 
They likewiſe contended, that the journals of 
the houſe have recognized, that apprentices can- 
| * 


TAUNTON. > es 57 
not be potwallers qualified to vote; but of this 
queſtion Mr. Douglas makes a query. 

It was determined, that Chelſea penſioners had 

a right to vote. 

That, by the lex loci, certificate men cannot 

vote for this borough, 

That thoſe who had received charity bad. no 
right to vote. 

The counſel for the periticnzed undertook to 
prove the charge of bribery ſo directly and nr 
pably, as to diſqualify the fitting members. - 

On Thurſday the 16th of _— the c commit- 
tee determined, 

That the petitioners were duly elected. 

State of the poll at the laſt election: 

Sir Benjamin Hamet, = — 291 
Alexander Popham, eſq. - '= 257 

John Halliday, eſq. - - - 239 

John Morland, 5 183 | 

This town ſuffered greatly by the cruelty of ß 
major general Kirk, immediately after the duke 
of Monmouth's defeat, in the year 1685, who 
being ſent hither, cauſed nineteen perſons, by his 

_ own authority, without any trial or proceſs, and 
without ſuffering their wives or children to ſpeak 
with them, to be hanged, with pipes playing, [| 
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„% | TAUNTON. 


drums beating, and trumpets ſounding. The 


fame inhuman monſter, having invited his offi. 
ders to dinner, ordered thirty perſons, condemn. 
ed here by Jeffries, to be hanged while they 
were at table; namely, ten, in a health: to the 
king; ten, while the health went round to the 
queen: and EET paſſed to Jef- 
. I. 
Conronation. —By charter of Cha. II. it 
conſiſts of a mayor, recorder, two aldermen, and 
twenty capital burgeſſes. The mayor and alder- 
men are annually choſen out of the burgeſſes. 
It is remarkable, that the mayor's officers 
have no power to arreſt, and that there is no 
priſon here, except a Bridewell for vagrants ; 
debtors and criminals being ſent to the county 
jail at Ilcheſter. Though this is one of the moſt 
fouriſhing towns in the county, it is the meaneſt 


corporation, having neither lands, houſes, nor 


joint-ſtock of money. 353 
Rientr or E£LECTION—1715, 26 July. Is in 
the inhabitants within the ſaid borough, being 
potwallers, and not receiving alms or charity. 
Numzzr or vorzas—At a poll taken in the 
year 1722, was 727 ; aaa 
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BRIDGWATER. 59 
- RETURNING OFFICERS—The mayor. 
_  Parzon—Sir Benjamin Hamet. 
_ BRIDGWATER. 


PoL1TICAL CHARACTER.— This borough for- 


merly acknowledged the patronage of the famous 


Bubb Doddington, of political memory, who was 


oppoſed by the late earl of Egmont, when they 


were leaders of the tory faction of the late reign. 
Earl Poulett had then the lead of the miniſterial 
party in this place, and by coaleſcing with lord 
Egmont, contrived at laſt to poſſeſs himſelf of the 
controling influence. It has fince been con- 
teſted: with earl Poulett, by the late Mr. Allen, 
member for this town, by Mr. Fox, and, at the 
laſt general election, by lord Percival, ſon of the 
preſent earl of Egmont. Earl Poulett”s intereſt, 
however, had the 1 the en on the 
poll being, 8 
For the Hon. Vere Poulett - 186 
John Langton, eſq. - - 161 
Lord Percival - = 87 


This town was made a free borough by king 


John, a mayor town by Henry IV. and ſent to 
parliament 23 Edw. I.; and is ſaid to have been 
re- incorporated by queen Eliz. in the 29th e 
of her reign. 


CorPORATION 
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60 BRIDCWATER. 


two aldermen, who are juſtices of the peace, and 
twenty-four common-councilmen. | 
There are annually choſen out of the com- 


mon=-council, two bailiffs, who are inveſted with 
a2 power equal to that of a ſheriff; for the ſhe- 


riffs of the county cannot ſend any proceſs into 


the borough. A receiver is alſo annually choſen 
out of the common-council, to collect the town 


rents, and make payments. 


The revenues of the corporation, conſiſting of 


the manor of the borough, the great and ſmall 
tithes, and ſome eſtates in Dorſetſhire, are valued 
at 16,000]. a year; and the freemen are free of 


London and Dublin. 
RicuT or IIc — 1669, 7th Dec. Is in 
the majority of the corporation, conſiſting of a 


mayor, aldermen, and, twenty-four capital bur- 


geiles, being inhabitants of that diviſion of the 
faid pariſh of Bridgwater, which is commonly 
called the borough, paying ſcot -and lot within 
the ſaid divifion; and in them only. 

169, 10th Dec. Agreed to be in thaſe that 
pay ſcot and lot, inhabiting in the ſaid borough. 

276g, gth March. If the mayor, aldermen, 
and capital burgeſſes, are not inhabitants, though 


— Conronarion—Conſiſts of a mayor, recorder, 


all the ports in England and Ireland, except 


1 
b „ as ob dos 


INDIE AS. 61 
4 pay ſcot and lot, yet they have no "op to 
vote. | 
1769, 14th March. The radar of the 
eaſtern and weſtert diviſion of the pariſh of 
Bridgwater have no right to vote for repreſen- 
tatives ; but the right of election is in the inhabi- 
tants of that diviſion of the ſaid pariſh, which is 
commonly called the borough, paying ſcot and 
lot within the ſaid diviſion, and in them W 
NUMBER OF VOTERS—JOO. | 
RETURNIN G OrFiceR—The mayor. 
ParRoN— Earl Poulett. 
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MINEHEAD. 

PoLITICAL CHARACTER.—This borough was 
originally a feudal tenure, annexed to the caftle 
of Dunſter, which was given by William the Con- 

queror to William de Mohun, in whoſe family 

it continued till Sir John de Mohun, one of the 
firſt knights of the garter, having no male iſſue, =» 
conveyed it to truſtees, for the uſe of his wife, 
who, after his deceaſe, ſold it, in the reign of 
king Edward III. to the lady Elizabeth Luttrell, 
daughter of Hugh Courtenay, earl of Deyonſhire, 
and widow of Sir Andrew Luttrell, Knt. Her 
ſon, Sir Henry Luttrell, Knt. who was lieutenant 
of Harfleur, and ſteward of the houſhold to 


Henry 
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65 | MINEHEAD, 


Henry V* s queen, added ſeveral buildings, now 
Randing, and left the caſtle and honour to his 
poſterity, by whom it is ſtill poſſeſſed; and who 
is the preſent owner and patron of this borough, 
and at whoſe court-leet the returning officers are 
choſen. 


The right of election is in the pariſhioners of 
Dunſter and Minchead, being capers in the 
borough of Minehead. 

This borough has been lately manly deſtroyed 
by fire, together with moſt of the property of the 
unhappy ſufferers. A very liberal ſubſcription 
has been made for the relief of the late occupiers, 
which does honour to the liberality and philan- 
thropy of its promoters; and will, we hope, be 
equivalent to the heavy loſſes which _ have 
ſuſtained. 

The brother of the patron, Mr. Luttrell, is a 
commiſſioner of the tax office. 

This borough was imprivileged to return mem- 
bers to parliament, anno 1 Eliz. | | 

Ricnt or ELECTION=—1717, 24th Feb. Is 


in the pariſhioners of Minchead and Dunſter, 


being houſekeepers in the borough of Minehead, 
and not receiving alms. 


RETURSING OFFICERS—1717, 13 June. The 


precept 
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ILCHESTER» 
precept to be direQed to the tro conſtables, and 
they to make the return. 


NuuzER OF VOTERS—160. - 
Tek * ohn Fownes s Luttrell, Eſq. | 


11 LCHESTER. 


PoLtTicAL CHAR ACTER.—This borough lately 
came under the patronage of John Harcourt, 
efq. of this place, one of its preſent members, 
by the purchaſe of a majority of its houles, 
which we underſtand he has fince diſpoſed of 
to Mr. Troward, the attorney of Norfolk-ſtreet. 
Previous to its becoming the property of Mr. 


; Harcourt, it was under the control of the late 


Mr. Peregrine Cuſt, who repreſented it many 
years. It was then, however, ſubjeQ to continual 
conteſts and petitions. 


The firſt, under the Grenville aA, came Re 
fore a committee of the houſe of commons, on 


Saturday the 25th of November 1773, when the 
_ petitioners were Richard Brown, Eſq. and Inigo 


William Jones, Eſq. and the fitting members were 


Peregrine Cuſt, Eſq. and William I 2 8 
The petition ſtated, 

That Mr. Chriſtopher Lockyer, bailif, and 
returning officer of the borough of Ivelcheſter, 
being a known friend to the fitting members, 
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had ew great partiality in their favour, and 


had admitted many perſons to poll for them who 
had no right to vote, and rejefted ſeveral perſons 


who had a right to vote, and had tendered their | 


votes for the petitioners ; that the fitting mem- 
bers, by themſelves, their friends, and agents, 
were guilty of bribing and treating; and that 
the petitioners had a majority of m__ votes, 
and ought to have been returned. . 

There is no laſt determination of the * of 
dechon in Ilcheſter. The conſtitution of the 


place is as follows: it is a borough by preſcrip- 


tion; and, according to Willis, ſent members to 
parliament from the time of Edward J. till 34 
Edward III. From which time it did not chooſe 
repreſentatives till 12 Edward IV. nor after that 


4 Phil. and Mary, the inhabitants were incor- 


porated, by the name of the bailiff and burgeſſes 


of Ucheſter. There were to be a bailiff and 


mually, on the Monday before Michaelmas, one 
of themſelves to be bailiff for the enſuing year; 
on the death of any of the capital burgeſſes, his 
or their place to be ſupplied out of the common 
burgeſles, by ae eleQtion of the remaining ca- 
pital 


year till 12 Jac. I. when it was reſtored to its 
ancient privileges. By a charter granted 3 and 


twelve capital burgeſſes, who were to chooſe an- 


ILCHESTERs . 65 


pital burgeffes. The charter ſays nothing of 


the qualification neceſſary to common bur- 


geſſes; nor of the mode of the . 


of parliament. 
The numbers on the poll were, 
For Mr. Innes 103 

Mr. Cuſt 102 

Mr. Brown 53 

Mr. Jones 53 


The counſel for the petitioners undertook to 
prove, that ſuch number of the votes for Cuſt 
and Innes had been bribed, as, when deducted 
from the poll, would leave the majority of legal 
votes in favour of Brown and Jones, ſo as to 
entitle them to be declared duly elected. And, 
if they ſhould not ſucceed in affecting a ſuſh- 
cient number of the votes for the fitting mem- 
bers to anſwer that end, ftill, they ſaid, they 
would prove ads of bribery, by them or their 
agents, ſo as to avoid the election, by rendering 
them incapable of retaining their ſeats. 

The counſel for the fitting members, after at- 
tempting, by evidence and argument, to over- 
turn the caſe which had been made againſt 
them, endeavoured to prove, that Brown and 
Jones, by bribery, or promiſes, had diſqualified 

Vor. II. F themſelves, 
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66  ILCHESTER, > 
themſelves, even if the majority. of legal votes 
| had been in their favour; and conſequently, 

that at all events they could not be declared 


All the acts of iſe, 20 the corrupt pro- 
miſes charged on the two ſitting members, were, 
by the intervention of agents, and long before 
the tete of the writ. It appeared, that when the 
gifts and promiſes were made, Mr. Cuſt and 
« fiis partner” were mentioned to the voters, but 
Mr. Innes's name was not ſpecified, and was 
not at all known in the borough till a few days 
before the election, when he canvaſſed along 
with Mr. Cuſt and his friends. All thoſe who 
had engaged their votes for Cuſt and “ kis part- 
ner,“ voted for Innes as the partner. 

The promiſes, imputed by ſome of the wit- 
neſſes, called on the part of the fitting members, 
to Brown and Jones, were ſaid to have been 
made direaly by themſelves, during their can- 
vas on the election week. 

uſt. The counſel for the petitioners having 
began to examine John Lloyd, concerning a 
converſation with certain voters, in which the 
voters had acknowledged that they had been 


bribed in order to vote for the ſitting members; 
-— We 
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the counſel on the other ſide objefted to their 


purſuing their queſtions, ſo as to charge the ſit- 


ting members themſelves with bribery; by ſuch 


evidence. After ſome argument, the counſel | 
for the petitioners agreed, that evidence of the 


declarations of the voters could only be admit- 
ted to affect the voters themſelves; and not third 
perſons. —The queſtion firſt put, objeQed to, 
and given up, was, © Whoſe money did you 
« underſtand it to be, which the voters ſaid they 
© had received?“ The queſtion, which it was 


agreed might be put, and which was put, in lieu 
of the other, was, © Did the voters when they 


« ſaid they had received the election money, ſay 


« in whoſe intereſt they were to vote, in conſe- 


ce quence of their taking this money?“ 

2. One William Handover, a witneſs called 
on the part of the petitioners, was going to re- 
late a converſation which paſſed. between him 


and one James Pitman, alledged to be an agent 


for the ſitting members, and dead ſince the 


election. 
This was obj eQted to. 


It was contended, that evidence of any acts of 


a ſuppoſed agent could not be admitted, until 
Pry of his being an agent had been previouſly 
F 2 ; produced 
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68 ILCHESTER, 
produced to the committee ; that the propriety 
of ſuch a rule is obvious, becauſe, otherwiſe, 
many days might be employed in hearing evi- 
dence againſt a perſon, who might appear after- 
wards to have no connection with the cauſe; 
that, by the printed hiſtory of the two caſes of 
Hindon and Shafteſbury, it appeared that fuch 
a rule had been laid down in both thoſe caſes. 
On the other ſide the counſel infiſted, | 
That it would be found impratticable to ad- 
here to this rule; for that the circumſtances 
which were to prove that a perſon had bribed, 
| and that, in ſo doing, he had aRted as the agent 
of another, were very often the ſame, or, at leaft, 
fo complicated together, that they could not be 
feparated; and that the committee, in the caſe 
of Briſtol, had, on that account, over-ruled an 
objzeQtion like the preſent. 
When the counſel had argued the point, the 
chairman ſaid, That he had enquired into what 
had been done by the committee in the caſe of 
Shafteſbury ; and that he had been informed by 
the gentlemen who had ſat in that committee, 
as well as by ſome of the counſel in the cauſe, 
chat, although on the firſt day of the trial, a 
reſolution had been come to, agreeable to what 
s is 
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Is Rated. in the printed report of the caſe, yet 
they had afterwards found ſuch inconvenience 


attending the rule, that it was agreed on all 


hands not to abide by it; that, accordingly, in 


the courſe of the trial, it was not adhered to 


after the firſt day. 
Upon this obſervation from the e the 


counſel for the ing members deſiſted from 


the objection. 

3. One John Tiptree, a witneſs called on the 
Part of the ſitting members, ſwore, That ſome 
days before the election, Mr. Jones aſked him 
for his vote, and ſaid, that if he would vote for 
him, he would give him fifty guineas after the 
_ eletion: That, until he came to town in conſe- 
quence of the ſpeaker's warrant, he had never 
mentioned this circumſtance, but to one Target, 
a perſon who had been a witneſs in the begin- 


ning of the cauſe, but who had died pending the 


trial, and before this evidence was given by 
Tiptree: That fince he had been in town, and 
before Target died, he had mentioned it to ſe- 
veral perſons, of whom he named three. 

4. James Corry being called, was rejected, 


becauſe he was one of the two perſons who had 


ſigned the petition on behalf of the electors. 
„„ His 
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His inadmiſſibility was on all hands agreed on, 
Similar inſtances have occurred before ſeveral 
other commirees, during this and the laſt ſeſ- 

5. One Charles Gillet was proved to have re- 
ceived ten guineas, in order to vote for the 
fitting members, and it was admitted on the part 
of the fitting members, that by this act, his vote 
was deſtroyed. 

The committee, after hearing the evidence at 
one James Rogers, nd ſome other witneſſes, 
| having cleared the court, reſolved, 

That the chairman do report to the houſe, 
that James Rogers being called as a witneſs 
* before the committee, has groſsly prevaricat- 
ed in giving his evidence.“ | 

And, accordingly, on the ſame day, Md 
27 November, 1775, agreeably to the 26th ſec- 
tion of 10 George III. cap 16, the chairman did 
report to that effet; and the houſe being 
moved, that the entry in the journal of the 
houſe, of the 11th May 1772, of the proceedings 
of the houſe, in relation to Mary Hoſſe, might 
be read; and the ſame being read, the follow- 
ing orders were made: 

Ordered, That the ſaid James Rogers, 


« having 


„ nenn 71 
0 nenn groſsly prevaricated i in giving his evi- 
« dence before the ſeleQ committee, appointed 
« to try and determine the merits of the petition 
* of Richard Brown, and Inigo William Jones, 
« Eſqrs. and alſo the petition of James Corry. 
« and John Cox, on behalf of themſelves and 


e others, being inhabitant houſeholders, pariſhi- 
« oners; and others, within the borough of 
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« Tvelcheſter in the county of Somerſet, ſeve- 
« rally complaining of an undue election and 
« return for the ſaid borough, be, for his ſaid 
* offence, committed to his majeſty's gaol of 
* Newgate. 

| Ordered, That Mr. Speaker do ilſue his 
« warrant accordingly.” 

On Friday the iſt of December following; the 
chairman preſented to the houſe, in conſequence 
of a motion for that purpoſe, a petition of 

Rogers, ſetting forth, © That he was extremely 
« ſorry for having incurred the diſpleaſure of 
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„ the houſe, by prevaricating in his evidence 
« before the committee; that he was ſenſible of 
« his great offence, and of the juſtice of the 
« houſe; and hoping, as his farther confinement 
„ would be prejudicial to his health, that the 
« houſe would order him to be releaſed.” 

55 On 


* 
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On this petition it was ordered, | 
That he ſhould be brought to the bar of the 

houſe, on the Monday morning following, in 

order that he ſhould be diſcharged, and that the 
ſpeaker ſhould iſſue his warrant accordingly. 

On Monday, December 4, he was, according 
to order, brought to the bar; where he re- 
ceived a reprimand from the ſpeaker, and was 
ordered to be — out of ä paying 
his fees. 

During the whole courſe of this cauſe, the 
committee made it a rule, to order the clerk to 
read over to every witneſs the minutes of his 
evidence, that he might et right any miſtakes 
made in ſetting it down. 

They alſo made it a rule, where one witneſs 
direaly contradicted what another had ſworn, 
to call in ſuch other witneſs, and confront them 

On Monday, December 4, the committee, by 
tkeir chairman, informed the OR that they 
had determined. 

That none of the four candidates \ were duly 
elected: 
| And that the laſt eleQiion for the borough of 
12 was a void election. . 


On 
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On which a warrant for a new writ was im- 


mediately ordered. ; 

This town having ſent to parliament in the 
reign of Edward I. Edward II. and to 34 Ed- 
ward III. ceaſed ſending till 12 Edward IV. 
when it again intermitted ſending till 18 James 
I. at which time it was reſtored to this privilege. 


— &* 


burgeſles, | 
RicurT or xLzCTION—168g, 7 May. Al- 
ledged to be in the inhabitants of the ſaid town, 
paying ſcot and lot, un the town called Pot- 
vyallers. | 

1702, 28 January. Agreed to be in the 
bailiff, capital burgeſſes, and inhabitants not 
receiving alms. 

NUMBER OF 3 

RE TURNING OFFIcCER—The bailiff, 

PATRON— Mr. Troward. | 


MILBORNE PORT. 


PorrTicaL cHARACTER,—This borough, which 
conſiſts of nine parcels of burgage lands, each 
of which gives a right of voting at elections for 


members of parliament, is the ſole property of 
= | Mr. 


— 


— 9m am ee 


CorroraTion.—Conſliſts of a bailiff and 12 
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Mr. Medlycott and the Earl of Uxbridge. In 
the year 1747, Michael Harvey and Jeffry 
Finch, Eſqrs. and Thomas Medlycott and Charles 
Churchill, Eſqrs. were returned. This being a 
borough by preſcription, there have always 
| been in it nine capital bailiffs, who hold their 
reſpeQive offices by virtue of deputations, grant- 
ed by the proprietors of nine ancient parcels of 
borough lands. Two of them preſide yearly, by 
rotation, as head officers; and theſe two preſid- 
ing capital bailiffs may, if they pleaſe (at a 
court-lect held in October yearly) appoint ſub- 
Mtutes to execute the menial offices of the 
borough, who are called ſub-bailiffs. This 
borough diſcontinued ſending members to par- 
liament for many years; but was reſtored to its 
ancient privileges in the 4th of Charles I. ſince 
which time it has continued to ſend two mem- 
bers to every parliament; and the ſheriffs pre- 
cept for chuſing members is always directed to 

the bailiffs thereof. 

For ſeveral years after the hs was 
reſtored to its privileges, the two preſiding 
capital bailiffs, when preſent, or one of them 


when the other was abſent, enjoyed the ſole 
right 
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right of making the return to the ſheriff's pre- 
cept, that is to ſay, of returning the members 
they thought legally choſen. | 
But fince the reſtoration theſe nine ancient 
parcels of borough lands having been. all en- 
groſſed, and become the property of two neigh- 
| bouring gentlemen, by agreement between them- 
ſelves, they, or ſome of their friends, were 
generally choſen, and returned without oppoſi- 
tion; and, as it often happened, that neither of 
the capital preſiding bailiffs were preſent, the 
return was often made by their ſubſtitutes or 
ſub-bailiffs, but ſometimes by the capital bailiff 
or bailiffs, and moſt frequently by the bailiffs . 
and burgeſſes of the ſaid borough. This. was 
the conſtitution of the borough at an eleRQion, 
when Thomas Medlycott, Eſq. and William 
Biſhop, were the preſiding bailiffs, and one 
Arthur Anſty, faid to be a. common day-labour- 
er, and ſervant to the ſaid Thomas Medlycott, 
was the ſub-bailift, appointed by the ſaid Med- 
lycott. The candidates were, Michael Harvey, 
and Jeffry Finch, Eſqrs. on one fide, and the 
ſaid Thomas Medlycott and Charles Churchill, 
_ Efqrs. on the other fide; and when the election 


was over, the return of the two former were 
made 
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made to the ſheriff by the ſaid William Biſhop, 
which he accepted and annexed to his precept; 
bat ſome days after, another return of the two 
latter was made to the ſheriff by the ſaid Arthur 
Anſty, which he likewiſe accepted and annexed 
to his precept; ſo that his writ was returned 
with a double return for the ſaid borough. 
Which was the legal return, was the queſtion; 
and the only queſtion that by order came to be 
determined on Thurſday the 1ſt of December 
As to the return made by William Biſhop, it 
was objefted, firſt, that the ſub-bailiffs, and 
not the capital bailiffs, were, by the cuſtom 
of that borough, the returning officers; and 
| Tecondly, that the faid William Biſhop was 
not properly qualified to att, becauſe he had 
not previouſly taken an oath of office. To the 
firſt objection it was anſwered, that by the cuſ- 
tom of the borough, the ſub-bailiffs never acted 
but in the abſence, or by the order or permiſſion 
of their principals; and when either of the 


- capital bailiffs was preſent, neither of the ſub- 


bailiffs could aR as a principal, the capital bailiffs 
being then ſole preſiding officers. To the ſe- 
cond objection it was anſwered, that William 

| Biſhop 
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Biſhop pad taken all the oaths requiſite by law 
but that an oath of office was not requiſite either 
by law, or the cuſtom of that borough, as had 
been admitted by the ſaid Thomas Medlycott 
himſelf. Then, as to the return made by the 
faid Arthur Anſty, it was objeQted, firſt, That as 
he was only a ſub-bailiff, and both the capital 
preſiding bailiffs not only preſent, but acting as 
preſiding officers, he could not act as a preſi- 
ding officer, in any caſe whatſoever, much leſs 
in ſuch a principal ene as that of returning 
members to parliament; and ſecondly, That 
the return made by the ſaid Arthur Anſty was 
void, by virtue of a reſolution of that houſe, 


of the ad of June 1685; by which it was reſolv- 
ed, That no mayor, bailiff, or other officer io 


whom the precept ought to be directed, is capa- 
ble of being elected to ſerve in parliament for 
the ſame borough, of which he is mayor, bailiff, 


or other officer, at the time of election. And as 
the return made by the ſaid Arthur Anſty, muſt 
be ſuppoſed to be a return made by the ſaid 


Thomas Medlycott, whoſe ſubſtitute and ſervant 
he was, according to the axiom in law, qui ſecit 
per alum, fecit per ſe; therefore, by this reſolu- 


tion it ought to be void. To the firſt objeQion 
| „**V»ͤ)8n 
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it was anſwered, That by the cuſtom: of the 
borough, the ſub-bailiffs were the only proper 
returning officers, conſequently the return made 

by Arthur Anſty was the only legal return; and 
to the ſecond it was anſwered, That if the 
| axiom of law were to be applied to the election 
for this borough, neither of the two proprietors 


of the nine ancient parcels of borough lands, 
could ever be choſen or returned as repreſenta- 
tives for this borough ; becauſe, both the capi- 


tal and ſub-bailiffs are but their deputies; and 
_ as this would be inconſiſtent with common law, as 
Vell as contrary to the cuſtom of the borough ever 


fince the above-mentioned reſolution, it could 
not be ſuppoſed, that the houſe thereby intended 


to render the ſub-bailiffs of this borough inca- 


pable of returning, either their immediate prin- 
Cipals, the capital bailiffs, or their remote prin- 
cipals, the proprietors of theſe ancient parcels of 
borough lands. Upon the whole, the houſe, 
aſter having ſpent two days in hearing counſel, 


reading former returns, &c. and examining 


witneffes, came to a reſolution, That the execu- 


Von of a precept for eleQting burgeſſes to ſerve 
in parliament for the borough of Milborne 
Port, and the making the return thereof, are 


only 
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only in the two ſub-bailiffs of the ſaid borough, 
or in one ſub-þailiff, if there are not two, (one 


ſub-bailiff is undoubtedly more likely to be 


bribed than uo capital bailiffs,) in conſequence 
of which, the clerk of the crown, by order, took 
off the file the return made by William Biſhop; 


and the ſaid Thomas Medlycott, and Charles 
Churchill, Eſqrs. EE 8 the only fitting | 


members. 
ANOTHER CASE. 


On the 2oth of January, i775, the petition 
of Edward Walter, Eſq. and Iſaac Hawkins 
Browne, Eſq. againſt the return of the Hon. 
Temple Luttrell, and Charles Wolſely, Eſq. 


came on to be tried by a committee of the houſe. 


of commons. 
- There were three petitions read; when i it ap- 
peared, that there were, in this caſe, three re- 


turns made by different perſons claiming to be 


returning officers, all of which had been annex- 
ed to the writ by the ſheriff, and returned into 
the office of the clerk of the crown; by one, 
Walter and Browne, by the other two, Luttrell 
and Wolſely, were returned. 


The petitions likewiſe dean a claim made 
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by each party, of the majericy of Jegul- ares 
and mutual allegations of bribery. In the peti- 
tion of Walter and Browne, it was alſo alledged, 
that Luttrell, at the time of his election and 
return, had by himſelf, or ſome perſon in truſt 
* for him, an office, place, or employment, 
touching or concerning the farming, colleQ- 
* ing, or managing his Majeſty's cuſtoms,” 
whereby he was incapable of being elected. It 
was agreed firſt, to proceed upon the legality of 
the different returns, ſeparately from the other 
queſtions; and the return of Walter and Browne, 
being immediately annexed to the precept, their 
* * began: 
Mr. Medlycott's property is ſo intermixed 
With Mr. Walter's, that, in following the eſtab. 
liſhed rotation, in ſome years one of the reign- 
ing bailiffs is in the appointment of Medlycott, 
and the other in the appointment of Walter; in 
fome years they are both appointed by Medly- 
cott, and in others, both by Walter. In 1773, 
one of them was appointed by Medlycott, who 
nominated one Elias Oliver to be his ſub-bailiff; | 
the other by Walter, who nominated one Robert 
Baunton to be his ſub-bailiff. In 1774, it 


was Mr. Medlycott's turn to appoint both 
| the 
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the relgiitie bailiffs.. The ſub-bailiffs have 
always been appointed at a court-leet after 
Michaelmas-day, holden by a ſteward, named 
by the former ſub-bailiff. Since the intereſts 
have been divided, there have been two ſtew- 


ards, who have holden ſeparate courts, but al- 


ways on the ſame day. It appeared by the wit- 
neſſes, that the court-leet for appointing ſub-bai- 
liffs had always been holden, before and fince the 


'. yu: was altered, on the firſt Tueſday after a fair 
at. Sherborne, called Pack-Monday fair; and 
"that, there were entries to this purpoſe in the mi- 


nyte:book of the ſteward of the court; but in 
none Gr the court-books or rolls, was there any 
entry referring the holding, of the court to the 
Tueſday after Sherborne fair; it only appeared 


to have been always holden on the firſt Tueſday 


of 9 before the change of the e took 
place. 5 


On the third of October, 171 the precept for 
the eleQion was delivered to Robert Baunton- 


who gave his receipt for it; and having commu- 


nicated with the other ſub-bailiff (Oliver), they _ 


concurred in appointing the day of election to be 


on the tenth, (the fourth being the firſt T ueſday 


in Ottober, N.S. ). Oliver, together with Medly- 
cott and others, broke open the Town-hall, the 
Vor. II. N : _ perſon 
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perſon who had the key not being found; and 

Mr. Medlycott having nominated his brother, the 
Rev. George Hutching, and Robert Curtis, to be 
the reigning capital bailiffs for the year enſuing, 


_ - they came into the cqurt-leet (which was opened 


according to form), and appointed John Newton, 
jun. and John Peckham, to be their ſub-bailiffs. 
The reigning bailiffs and the ſub-bailiffs, enter on 
their offices immediately after their appointment. 
At the ſame court, Oliver was appointed a con- 
table by the jury, and ſworn into that office. 
On the 10th, the election came on, and there were 
three polls taken; one by Baunton, who declar- 
ed the majority of legal votes to be in favour of 
Walter and Browne, and accordingly annexed a 
return of them to the precept; one by Oliver, 
and a third by Newton and Peckham. By each of 
the two laſt, Luttrell and Wolſeley had the ma- 
jority of votes; and accordingly there were two 
returns made of them. Counter parts of all the 
three were executed by the under ſheriff, and 
they were all annexed to the writ. If Newton 
and Peckham were the legal bailiffs at the time of 
election, their return only was valid; if they 
were not, it was void; and in ſuch caſe, the queſ- 
tion would be, Whether the return of Baunton, 
= of Oliver, was the legal return? or whether 
TROY 
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they were both void? If the court-leet, holden 
on the 4th of October, was the legal court for the 
appointment. of the annual ſub-bailiffs, Newton 
and Peckham were the legal ſub-bailiffs and re- 
turning officers on the 10th. The queſtion con- 
cerning the legality of the court-leet turned 
chiefly upon the ſtatute for altering the ſtyle. 
The counſel for Walter and Browne contend- 
ed, That the court in queſtion, was © @ court uſu- 
« ally holden with a fair, and to be holden on the 
« ſame natural day as formerly, that is, according 
« to the Old Style.” That this was evident from 
the conſtant practice fince the change of the ſtyle, 
and the general ſenſe of the place, and from the 
ſteward's book. 

That if it were not ſo, yet ie holding it laſt 
year according to the New Style, for the firſt 
time, immediately on the eve of the election, con- 
trary to the uſage ever ſince the ſtatute of 24 
George II. without any notice being given of 
ſuch an intended innovation, till the precept for 
the election came to the borough, ſhewed, that the 
intention of holding it then was occaſional, and 


* 


evidently only taken up on account of the diſſo- 
lation of the parliament, which brought S = 
eleQion before Mr. Medlycott's two ſub-bailiff - = 
could have come into office, if he had waited till 5 
e . G2 the | 
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the uſual time; conſequently, that on this ground, 


the appointment of Newton and „ 2: 


fraudulent and void. 

That if they were legally appointed, Nil the 
former ſub-bailiffa, being the returning officers at 
the time when the precept was delivered, and one 
of them having received, and given his receipt 
for it, they were the only perſons competent to 
make the return, according to the e of - 
William III. cap. 25. - 

That if the queſtion came to be * between 
the returns made by Baunton and Oliver, it was 
clear that Oliver, by accepting the office of con- 
Rable at the court-leet, holden on the 4th of Oc- 
tober, had abdicated his former office, and could 
not afterwards pretend to exerciſe it; ſo that 
Baunton was the only ſub-bailiff at the time of 
clection, and muſt of courſe be ads only legal re- 
turning officer. 
The counſel for Luttrell and Wolſeley argued, 
That though it did appear that the Michaelmas 
court-leet had uſually been holden on the Tueſ- 
day after Sherborne, or Pack-Monday fair, yet 
that was merely accidental; becauſe it happens, 
that the firſt Tueſday in October muſt of neceſ- 
fity be the day immediately following the firſt 
Monday after Michaclmas.—That the entries in 

9 5 1 the 
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the minute or memorandum book of the ſteward, 


prove only that he affiſted his memory in recol- 


lecting the time of holding the court, by refer- 
ring it to Pack-Monday.— That it was natural, 
from this accidental connection between the two 
days, for the people of Milborne Port to call the 
court-day Pack- Tueſday.— That if they had any 
5 neceſſary connedtion, it would have appeared by 
entries in the court books, in ſome ſuch terms as 


theſe: © At a court holden on the firſt Tueſday 


after Pack-Monday, or Sherborne fair; but no 
ſuch entry could be found. 9 8 2 
That it did not appear, that the office of con- 


ſtable and that of ſub-bailiff were incompatible. 


I The counſel for Walter and Browne, in reply, 
inſiſted, that there was nothing abſurd in ſuppoſ- 


ing an original conneQion between Sherborne -. 


fair and the court-leet at Milborne Port, although 
the two places are in different counties. —That, 
in former times, the grants of the crown uſed to 


extend very commonly into different counties, 


and the fair and court, at firſt, might haye made 
part of the ſame grant.—That 1t is not true, that 


if a fair were forfeited, a court yfually holden with 


it, but belonging to another perſon, would be ſo 


likewiſe, —That the old preſcriptive day for hold- 


a | - ing 
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ing the fair would till continue to be the guide 
for fixing the preſcriptive day for the court. 
leet. . 

The committee having cleared the court, deli- 
berated among themſelves; and the counſel be- 
ing again called in, the chairman acquainted _ 
that the committee had reſolved, 
That the return made by John Newton, jun. 
and Jobn Peckham, of Mr. Luttrell and Mr. 
Wolſeley, was an illegal return. 

* And that the other two-returns appeared to 
the committee to be ſo complicated together, that 
they thought it their duty to go upon the merits 
of the election, without previouſly en be- 
tween them.“ 

The counſel for Walter and Browne now went 


into the whole that remained of their part, the 


bribery by Luttrell and Wolſeley, or their agents, 
and Luttrell's ineligibility. When they had 
finiſhed and fammed up their evidence, the coun- 
ſel on the other fide proceeded to remove the im- 
putation of bribery from Luttrell and Wolſeley, 
and to fix bribery on the other two candidates. 
Laſtly, they anſwered the objeQtions to Luttrell's 

eligibility ; and after they had ſummed up their 


cale, the counſel on the other fide replied. 
During 
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During the trial of this petition, the committee 
thought fit to propoſe, that the following OO 
ſhould be urged by the counſel, viz. 
Whether perſons rateable, and having paid 
to the rate, though that rate was made and col- 
lected by officers illegal and doubtful, may; vote 
as inhabitants paying ſcot and lot.” 


The counſel for Walter and Browne contend. - - 
ed, that they might. They laid that ſcot and lot 
exiſted long before overſeers of the poor, or 


poor rates, were known in England, and for this 


they appealed to the definitions in Spelman's 


Gloſſary.— That the poor-rate indeed was, in 
common caſes, very properly taken to be the 
rule for diſcovering who are to be confidered as 


perſons paying ſcot and lot, but that the right of 


- ſuch perſons to vote is ſo far from being created 
by the poor-rate, that it is neither neceſſarily 
connected with, nor altered by it. 


The committee, after hearing the counſel on 


the other fide, cleared the court, and reſolved, 
That perſons rateable, and having paid to the 
rate, though that rate be made by officers illegal 


or doubtful, have a right to vote, as inhabitants 


paying ſcot and lot.” 
On the head of Mr. Lattrell's :neligibility, i it 


appeared, from the evidence of Mr. Charles 


HOY | 
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Hartford, the perſon who executes the office he 
was ſuppoſed to hold as deputy, that it is the 
place of Cuſtomer inwards in the port of Briſtol, — 
That it ſtands in the name of one Mr. Smith, 
who reſides in Ireland, and the accounts are 
always made out in his name. He ſaid, he paid 
profits {amounting to between three and four 
hundred pounds a year) to Luttrell, conſidering 
bim as agent for Smith. That he had ſeen a 
power of attorney from Smith to Luttrell, autho- 
rizing him to appoint a deputy for him ; and 
that he had received a deputation from Luttrell, 
_ as attorney for Smith, but that afterwards, that 
deputation being found to be improper, he had 
defiroyed it, and had received his deputation 
{which was produced and read) directly from 
Smith. That he thought, from this tranſaQtion, 
that there was ſuch a conneQtion between Smith 
and Luttrell, as made it ſafe for him to pay. the 
money to Luttrell; but that he never had con- 
fdered, whether the payments he had made to 
Lutrell were ſtrictly legal, and he thought, that 
it Smith were to die, he would be liable to pay 
the arrears of the profits to his executors.— He 
faid he was appointed by Mr. Luttrell's in, 
On the part of Walter and Browne it was con 
foes tended, 


ws Res 
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tended, that Smith's holding the office was mere- 
ly colourable.— That Luttrell received the pro- 

fits, and was in ſubſtance the perſon who poſ- 

|  ſeſſed the office; and that he was thereby inca- 

pable of being elected, ſince the ſtatute of the 
12th and 13th of William III. 

Mr. Luttrell's counſel contended, it was un- 

neceſſary to urge this point, as no evidence had 
been given to ſhew that he had any beneficial 
intereſt in the place. John Coxe Hippeſley, 

Eſq. barriſter, being called on the ſubjedt of 

Mir. Luttrell's office, refuſed to anſwer any queſ- 
tions which might affect him, as he had con- 
ſtantly acted as his confidential adviſer and 
counſel. | 

The committee weh ſeveral Frm to confider 
of the merits of this eleQion, after the counſel 

had cloſed their evidence and their arguments. 

On Friday, the 10th of February, their chair- 

man informed the houſe, that the committee had 
determined, 

“That Edward d Walter, Eſq. i is not mts eleQ- 
ed a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament, _ 
for the borough of Milborne e in abe ur ns 

of Somerſet. 

, That Iſaac Ani Browne, Eſq. is not 

; duly elefted, | 


- +. 


go © MILBORNE PORT. 
That the honourable Temple Luttrell, and 
Charles Wolſeley, Eſq. are duly returned bur- 
gelſes to ſerve in this preſent parliament, by the 
return execuicd by Elias Oliver.“ 1 
There was alſo a petition, in 1772, of George 
Preſcot, Eſq. againſt Richard Combe, Eſq. the 
finting member, when the petitioner was declar- 
ed duly clected; but as there is nothing in that 
+ Caſe but what is reported in the above, we ſhall 
not trouble our readers with a repetition of it. 5 
A very ſerious charge of corruption was 
brought againſt lord North, in the houſe of 


|  coinmons, during his adminiſtration, by the 


honourable Temple Luttrell, for inducing Tho- 
mas Hutchins Medlycott, Eſq. one of the proprie- 
tors of this borough, to oppoſe the re- election of 
Mr. Lattrell at the enſuing diſſolution of parlia- 
ment, in 2780; when, after a full hearing, the 
houſe got rid of the buſineſs in a manner nearly 
fimilar to that of Mr. Roſe's, in Weſtminſter. + 
The property of Mr. Walter has been ſome 

time fince purchaſed by Lord Uxbridge, who 
is now joint proprietor of this borough.” 
This borough having ſent, anno 26, 28, 33, 
35 Edward I. ceaſed ſending till 15 Charles I. 
when it was ſummoned to return members to 
| parliament | , = | 5 


CokrORATION 
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' Coxron ATION—lt is governed by two bailiffs 
and two ſub-bailiffs. . 
Richr or ELECTION—1702, 8th Dec.—Is 
only in the capital bailiffs and their-deputies, in 


| the commonalty ſtewards, and inhabitants theres | 
of, paying ſcot and lot. FFF 


NUMBER OF ACTUAL VOTERS—9. Naur. 


= NALLY—1 14. 


| RETURNING rein- The two ſub-bailiffs. 
Patrons—William Coles pp Eſq. 
and the 8 5 of USURIES: 


— 
'STAFFORDSHIRE. OE 
roririear Cuanacran. 


Tan county is completely under the direc- 
tion of ariſtocratic influence. The marquis of 


Stafford and lord Bagot, have the commanding - 
intereſt. The marquis of Bath, earl of Stam- 


ford, earl of Uxbridge, earl Talbot, the earl of 


Dartmouth, and lord Vernon, have alſo a power- | 


ful weight in this county; but the arrangement 
of parties, always throwing the preponderance 
of it into the ſcale of the two firſt, they have 


generally the dictation in che choice of the re- 
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It is ſeated in the province of 33 and 
dioceſe of Litchfield and Coventry, and has one 
hundred and fifty pariſhes. It is divided into 
five hundreds, containing the city of Litchfield, 
and ſeventeen market-towns; and ſends ten 
members to parliament, viz. two knights of the 
Hire for the county, two citizens for the city of 
Litchfield, and two repreſentatives for each of 
the following boroughs, Stafford, Tamworth, 
und Newcaſtle under Line. 


ST AFFROD TOWN. 


Potrricat CHARACTER, —This town acknow- 
ledges no patron; but how far it may ſtand 

clear of corruption, we do not take upon us to 
determine. As there has been no public accu- 
fation of that crime before the houſe of com- 
mons, or any other tribunal, it is far from our 
purpoſe to ſtep out of our way to explore its 
_ receſſes, We confine ourſelves to aQs of noto- 
riety, and ſuch as have proyoked the interpoſi- 
tion of the legiſlature, or incurred the chaſtiſe- 
ment of national juſtice. The eleQtors have at 
preſent the honour of giving a ſeat to one of 
the moſt ſhining ornaments of the Britiſh ſenate, 
| who poſſeſſes thoſe genuine principles of liberty 
which have © ever bs his great political 


leader, 


— 
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leader, Mr. Fox, and which were never diſplayed 
to greater advantage, than when his eloquence - 


diſpelled the cloud of prejudice, which was art 


fully and malignantly intended to envelop the 


luſtre of the French revolution. The family of 


lord viſeount Chetwynd, of Ingeſtre, in this 


county, had formerly a conſiderable intereſt in 5 
this town; but that has ceaſed ſince the eſtates 5 


became the property of earl Talbot, the * 


poſſeſſor. 
The ancient eien called Borough Engliſh, 
prevails here, by which, if the father dies inteſ- 


tate, the youngeſt ſon inherits the lands hing | 


within the liberties of the town. 


This borough ſent anno 23 Edward. I. and. 


Vas incorporated anno 3 Edward VI. 
CokrokATION It is governed by a mayor, 
a recorder, ten aldermen, and twenty common- 
councilmen. Here the county aſſizes and quar- 
ter- ſeſſions are always kept. | | 
RicnrT or ELECTION—1710, 25th Jan,—The 
fons of burgeſſes, and thoſe who have ſerved 
apprentices ſeven years in the borough, have a 
right (upon demand thereof) to be made bur- 
geſſes of the ſaid borough. | 
1722, 27th Nov.— Is in the mayor, aldermen, 
and burgeſles, reſident within the ſaid borough. 


1724, 


* 


* - 


9 trennt. 
2724, 4th Feb. Perſons made burgefſes: of 
the faid borough, ſince the death of John Dol- 
phin, Eſq. late member of parliament for the: 
ſaid borough, (not being ſons of burgeſſes, or 
not having ſerved ſeven years apprenticeſhip 
within the ſaid borough) had not a right to vote 
in the late election of a burgeſs to ſerve in this 
preſent parliament for the ſaid borough. 
Nunztr or VoTERS—About 400. 
Rerurxixc orricer—The mayor. 


LITCHFIELD. 5 

PoitTiCAL CHARACTER. —This city, which in 
conjunction with Coventry, is a biſhop's fee, is 
under the moſt diQatorial influence in the elec- 
tion of its members of parliament. The right 


the bailiff, magiſtrates, freeholders of forty ſhil- 
lings a year, and all that hold by burgage 
tenure, together with ſuch freemen only as are 
inrolled, and pay ſcot and lot. It is a county 
of itſelf, and contains a juriſdittion of about ten 
or twelve miles in compaſs; on which account 
the ſheriff, on the igth of September, rides 
round the bounds, and gives a feaſt to the cor- 
poration and neighbouring gentry. 
That part of the town which is on the ſouth 
5 | ſide 


of election is of a very complex kind, being in 


* : 
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fide of a fiream that falls into the river 


Trent, 1s termed the City, and that on the 
north fide is called the Cloſe, from its being 
encompaſſed with a wall and dry ditch on 


every fide, except that, next the City, which 


is much the largeſt part, and is joined to the 
_ Cloſe by two bridges. The Cloſe is not includ- 
ed in the juriſdiction or privilege of the City, 


and is conſequently deprived of all ſhare 1 in the 

_ elective franchiſe. RE 
This City was made a metropolitan ſee by king 

Offa; and, together with Coventry, is the ſee of 


a biſhop. Abqut the year 789, king Offa, by 
the favour of pope Adrian, conſtituted it an 
archi-epiſcopal ſee; but Litchfield, about ten 


years after, loſt this honour, and its' church and 


_ dioceſe were again rendered ſubje& to the 


metropolitan ſee of Canterbury. In 1075, this 
ſee was tranſlated to Cheſter, and from thence, 


in 1102, to Coventry; but ſoon after the biſhops | 


ſettled here again. 

The right of election here being in freeholders 
of forty ſhillings per annum, as well as in the Bur- 
gage-holders and enrolled freemen. The marquis 
of Stafford, arid Thomas Anſon, Eſq. of Shugbo- 
rough, the patrons of this- City, have contrived by 

the moſt SPI fineſſe to — the burgage- 
9-1 - holds, 
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holds, which they have been careful to purchaſe = 
up at an immoderate expence, give two votes 

each, or in the election phraſe to carry double. 
The mode by which this maſter-piece of craft 
has been effected is as follows: The marquis of 
Stafford, and Mr. Anſon, poſſeſſing the fee ſimple 
of the burgage-holds, convey them to certain 
friends and dependents on the eye of an elec- 
ton, by which they create as many elefQtors as 
they have burgage tenures to qualify. They 
then cauſe an ennuity of forty ſhillings per an- 
num to be granted upon each tenement, by 
which means they eſtabliſh juſt the ſame number 
of frecholders. Theſe ſurrepticious eleQors out 
number the enrolled freemen, and forming a 
majority, depute two delegates to the Britiſh 


Conronarion—lt is governed by a high and 
low bailiff, a recorder, ſheriff, and twenty-four 


Ricar or ELECTION=—1701, 10 Mar.—The 
| bailiff, magiſtrates, freeholders of forty ſhillings - 
a year, and all that hold by W tenure, 
dave a right to vote. 
Such freemen only of the ſaid city as are in- 
rolled, and pay ſcot and lot, have a right to vote. 


5 company as are 
enrolled 


NEWCASTLE UNDER ITY 1 


Golted i in the old book of hs conſtitutions of 


the taylors company, in the ſaid . PE not a 


right to vote. 


Such freemen only of the taylors company as 
are enrolled in the new book of the conſtitutions 


of the taylors company, in the city of e 


have a right to vote. 


To theſe reſolutions the houſe agreed. 
1718, 10 Dec. Is in the bailiff, magiſtrates, 


| freeholders of forty ſhillings per annum, and all 
that hold by burgage tenure, and in ſuch free- 


men only of the ſaid city as are enrolled, paying 


ſcot and lot there. 


NUMBER OF voTERS—GOO. 
Rxrunxixe orrickus— The ſheriff and 8 


liffs. 
PArRox Marquis of Stafford and Thomas 


8 


Anſon, Eſq. 


NEW CASTLE UNDER LINE. 
PoLtT1OAL CHARACTER—The right of clec= 
tion in this borough has been attended with that 
ſingularity which diſtinguiſhes the abſurdity and 


folly of the preſent deranged ſyſtem of partial 


repreſentation. 
This right bas three times been the ſubjeQ of 


VCC pParlia- 


os NEWCASTLE UNDER LINE, 
parliamentary inveſtigation; viz. in 1624, 170, - 
and, laſtly, in 1792 ; the firſt determination was 
in favour of ancient cuſtom, which was that of 
the freemen reſidents, who did not forfeit their 
claim till a year and a day after they had left 
the town; the ſecond, ard laſt, have been 
confined to the queſtion of reſidence for the 
year and day that they had actually ceaſed to 
reſide; which, in both caſes, was n 
this ridiculous claim. 
In the trial of the laſt petition, which was 
that of Thomas Fletcher, Eſq. and Clement 
Kynnerfley, Eſq. againſt Sir Archibald Mac- 
donald and the Hon. John Leveſon Gower, the 
firing members, it appeared in evidence, that 
a great part of this borough was the property of 
the marquis of Stafford, whoſe influence direQs 
the choice of the eleftors; and - that it is 
very cuſtomary for the burgeſſes, who are the 
eleftors, to live ten, fifteen, and twenty years, in 
_ their houſes, without paying any rent. 
Upon the trial of the above petition, the 
counſel for the petitioners ſtated the right of 
election to be in the mayor, bailiffs, and bur- 
geiles or freemen, whoſe place of reſidence, at 
_ the time of their giving their votes, was in the 
| - ſaid 


» * 
25 1 3 
1 
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ſaid borough; or who, at ſuch time, have no. 
plate of reſidence elſewhere; and who have 


never been abſent from the -borough for the 


ſpace of a year and a day, without interruption, 


ſince they were admitted to the freedom there- 


of; or whoſe families (if they were maſters of 


families) have not been abſent for the ſpace of 


time aforeſaid, without interruption, after the 
time of the admiſſion of ſuch burgeſſes or free- © 


men, having families, to _ freedom of the ſaid 
borough. CE Ws, 
The counſel for the ſitting members, ſtated 
the right of election to be in the freemen reſid- 
ing in the borough of Newcaſtle, and not re- 
ceiving alms or church-bread; and that perſons 
living a year and a day out of the wn loft 


} 


their freedom. | 

The committee determined that neither of 
the ſtatements delivered in by the petitioners, or 
ſitting members, were the ſpecific right of voting 
for this borough ; but that the right was, © In 
_ © the freemen reſiding in the borough of New- 
© caſtle under Line.“ | 
Admiral Gower dying in 1792, Mr. Fleteher 


was again invited, by the independent part of 
the eleQors, to aſſert the independence of the 


town a ſecond time, in oppoſition to the ariſto- 
| He cratic 
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cratic influence of the marquis of Stafford; at the 
cloſe of the poll the cauſe of-the people was ſuc- 


cclsful, the numbers being, 
For — Fletcher, 256 
Mr. Egerton, 254 


A ſcruliny being demanded by Mr. Egerton, 
and the returning officer being in that gentle- 
man's intereſt, Mr. Fletcher's majority was ſoon 
reduced to a minority, when he declined proceed- 
ing any further before thoſe judges; but declar- 
ed his determination of making a ſecond appeal 
to the houſe of commons. 

This borough was incorporated by ** on 
ry I. and again, by queen Elizabeth and king 
Charles II. and began to ſend members anno 27 
Edward III. | 
_ Conrorarion—It is governed . a mayor, 
two bailiffs, and 2 common- council- 

The corporation has a court for holding pleas, 
for any ſum under 40l. 

RicuT or ELECTION=—1G24, 9 April. Was 
before the charter) in the mayor, bailiffs, and 
common-councilmen; and it was reſolved, That 
the late conſtitution ——— not the former cuſ- 


_ 1950s, 27 February. The right was 3 
5 : | | be 


rise. 9 
bei in the mayor, burgeſſes, and freemen, refident 
within the borough. : | | 

1792, March 21. In the freemen reſiding in 
the borough of Newcaſtle under Line. 
NUMBER OF VOTERS—G664. 
"RETURNING OFFICER—The mayor. 
 Parzon—Marquis of Stafford. 5 


TAMWORTH. 


PorrTIcAL CHARACTER —This borough was 
the joint property of the marquis Townſhend, 
and the marquis of Bath; but the latter having 
ſold his ſhare to Mr. Peel, the banker, that gen- 
tleman has eſtabliſhed a conſiderable manufac- 
tory here, and is one of its preſent members. 
The freeholders had formerly votes, in com- 


mon with the inhabitant houſeholders; but they 
loſt that privilege 125 a reſolution of the n of 


commons, 1722. 


This town appears to have book incorporated 
by queen Elizabeth, and firſt ſent to parliament 


in the fifth year of her reign. . 
.  Coxroration—Confſiſts of two bailiffs, a re- 
corder, and twenty-four principal burgeſſes. 


- The corporation have power to keep a three- 


weeks court of record, and a court-leet twice a 
yours they have alſo a jail, and a common ſeal. 


Hg  Ricguy 
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202 TAMWORTH. | 
 Ricur or tzerion— 1698, 17 March. Is 
in the inhabitants paying ſcot and lot, and in 
fach perſons as have freetivids within the ſaid 
borough, whether reſident in the ſaid borough or 
1722, 23 January. Is in the inhabitants be- 
ing houſcholders, paying ſeot and lot, and not 
receiving alms. 
Noumnzzr or vorzas— About 250. 
Rxervaninc orricers—The two bailiffs. 
Parzoxs—Margquis Townſhend and Robert 
Ped, Eſq. 


SUFFOLK: 


Patrice CuaAkAcrER. 


| T ms county poſſeſſes much independent fri, 
which it never fails to exert when called forth into 
ion. In 1784, the people, in conſequence of the 
connections of Sir T. C. Bunbury, Bart. with the 
coalition formed by lord North and Mr. Fox, 
propoſed, as a candidate for their repreſentation, 
Joſhua Grigby, Eſq. with whoſe attachment to 
the cauſe of liberty in all its branches, and aver- 


| fion to ariſtocratic influence, they were well ac- 
** 2 — in his favour were 
finally 
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finally ſucceſsful. At the laſt election, in 1790, 8 


Mr. Grigby declined the honour that was intend- 
_ ed him, when Sir Gerard Vanneck was thought 
the beſt ſubſtitute to ſupply the place of that gen- 
tleman. The ſucceſs of the independent yeo- 


* 


manry would in this inſtance, as well as the for- 


mer one, have been certain, but for the union of 


ſo many heterogeneous ſubſtances, as adminiftra- 
tion, oppoſition, and ariſtocracy. The junction 


of all theſe parties, and the intereſt arifing from 


it, was hardly ſufficient to overthrow and ſubdue 
the laudable efforts which were uſed againſt it, 
as appears by the poll; when the numbers were, 
© For Sir T. C. Bunbury, Bart, 3065 . 
Sir J. Rous, Bart. | 2755 | 
Sir Gerard Vanneck, Bart. 2047 


This county is divided into two parts; the 


firſt, called the franchiſe or liberty of St. Ed- 


mund, which contains the weſtern part of the 


county ; ; and the ſecond, called the geldable land, 


contains the eaſtern part. Each of theſe fur- | 


niſhes a diſtin grand jury at the county aſſizes. In 
the franchiſes, the iſſues and forfeitures are paid 


to the lords of the liberties, and in the geldable. 
part, they : are paid to the king. There are like- 
wiſe two other general diviſions of this county, | 


into High Suffolk and Low Suffolk, which is 
pt 4 ſubdivided 
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8 IPSWICH, 

fubdivided into twenty-two hundreds. It is fit 
med in the province of Canterbury and dioceſe 
_ of Norwich; has 575 pariſhes, 29 market towns, 
and ſends fixteen members to parliament. 


IPSWICH. 


Pottricat CHARACTER—This borough is in- 
dependent of influence, except what may be cor- 
ruptly eſtabliſhed by the candidates, or their | 
agents, at the time of election, as the following 
| cafe, which was tried before a committee of the 
houſe of commons, in 1780, will explain: the pe- 
tition of Charles Alexander Crickitt, Eſq. ſtated, 
that Mr. Cator, the fitting member, had, by him- 
elf or his agents, after the teſte of the writ, been 
guilty of a moſt notorious and flagrant attempt 
to bribe the corporation of Ipſwich to ele@ him, 
by offering a large ſum of money to them for 
that purpoſe; that he had, in the ſame manner, 
| been guilty of bribing the electors of the bo- 
rough, by promiſes of preſents, and by treat- 
- Ing; that one of the returning officers was 
an avowed agent of Mr. Cator, and did, by his 
direQtion, corrupt the eleRtors to vote for him; 
in conſequence whereof, many of them did vote 
for him; that by theſe means Mr. Cator had pro- 
We" * of votes over the peti- 


tioner, 


| irswicn. 108 


tioner, who would otherwiſe have bien elected 
and returned. 

No objeQtion was made to the election of Mr. 
Middleton. By the opening of the caſe it ap- 
| peared, that the petitioner endeavoured to avoid 
the election of Mr. Cator, by proceeding upon 
all the charges in the petition; and accordingly 
evidence was produced upon all of them. | 

pon the firſt point, the ee n were 
given in evidence: . 

The eleRtors of this bew are, two hailiffs, 
ten portmen, twenty-four common- council men, 
and an indefinite number of freemen; they have 
been for a long time divided into two parties, 
diſtinguiſhed by the names of Blues and Fellous: 
at the head of the former are the common-coun- 
cilmen; the latter is headed by the portmen. 
The Vellows had been predominant at the late 
elections; Mr. Wollaſton, one of the late mem- 
bers, had been ſupported by them, and being 
abroad at the time of the late election, his bro- 
ther, the Rev. Dr. Wollaſton, propoſed him as a 
candidate upon that intereſt. Mr. Staunton, the 
other late member, declined this election. Mr. 
Middleton was ſupported by the Blues, on which 
intereſt he had failed in the laſt conteſt. 
| The laſt eleQion happened on Saturday, the gd 

| 1 | of 


of April: in the preceding week, the Blues had 
propoſed to the Yellows to ſupport Wollaſton, if 
the Yellows would ſupport Middleton, and thus 
ferde their differences; but this was rejeQed by 
the Yellows, who then had hopes of carrying 
both members ; and they perſuaded Dr. Wollaſ- 
tom, againſt his own inclination, to join with Ca- 
tor, whom they had invited to ſtand: about the 
fame time, the portmen, who were told by Dr. 
Wollaſton that he would ſpend no money in the 
deftion, aſked him to withdraw his brother; 
which he refuſed. Cator was at this time a ſtran- 
ger to che borough. On the Monday before the 
adecftion, Dr. Wollaſton, by appointment, met Mr. 
_  Cator at the houſe of Mr. Cornwall, a banker in 
Ipſwich, and partner in that buſineſs with the bai- 
Hf Spooner. Here theſe three held a converſa- 
tion about the election: Cornwall, who had be- 
fore been told by Dr. Wollaſton, that he would 
not fpend more than gool. on the election, and 
had communicated this to Mr. Cator, in this con- 
verſation faid to Dr. Wollaſton, © he had eſtimat- 


ed the expence at about 2000l.; that Cator 
* was willing to advance 1700l. of this ſum, if 
* Wollaſton would anſwer for the remaining 
* gool.” This being agreed to by the latter, Corn- 
wall faid, * if the expences were to be paid at 

35 | « his 
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« his bank, he ſhould expe a depoſit of the mo- - 

« ney before hand.” This was likewiſe agreed 
| to, and then they went about the town on a joint 
canvas far Wollaſton and Cator. On the ſame 

day Cator paid 1700l. into Cornwall's banking- 
houſe; on the next day, at Cator's deſire, the 

above agreement was put in writing and ſigned; 

it is as follows: | 

« Mr. Wollaſton, by Dr. Wollafton, depoſits 
« gool. in the hands of Meſſrs. Alexander, Corn- 

© wall, and Spooner; and John Cator having 

« depoſited 17001. in the ſame hands, for the pur- | 

< poſe of paying the expences already incurred, 

and which may be incurred, for their election; 

« and it is agreed, if the expence is leſs than 

“ 20001. all the money remaining ſhall be return- 

ed to John Cator; and if the expences exceed 

„ 20001. all above that ſum is to be paid in equal 

« portions by Dr. Wollaſton and John Cator. | 
© In witneſs whereof, they have ſet 11 names 

« this goth March, 1784. 

; „ FRED. Wor: Aaron. 

« Joun Carok. 

N. B. If the expence does not amount to 
< 12001. Dr. Wollaſton is to have anne 22 
proportion of one to four.“ 

Br. Wollaſton in his evidence ſaid, he had no 
W 


—_— 1PSWICK. 
knowledge of election matters, nor of the parti- 
cular expences, or the manner in which they 
were incurred, in an election at Ipſwich ; he had 
heard that a great deal was incurred on account 
of the out-voters; and being told by Cornwall, 
that the expences of the former election had ex- 
cecdet the above ſum, he relicd on his eſtimate, 
as he made it, without knowing how, in particu- 
| lar, the money was to be applied; but he under- 
Rood it was for neceſſary joint expences of the 
election, and not to be uſed for any purpoſes in 
which both parties were not concerned; and that 
no unlawful uſe would be made of it. Cornwall 
was to diſburſe the money, and to return the re- 
mainder, if any, with an account. He wiſhed 
the tranſaction to have been kept ſecret, though 
not from any notion of its being wrong; but 
found it was known toall his principal friends in 
the corporation, 
In the courſe of the canvas, he 6 his 
brother's intereſt to have declined conſiderably, 
and hereupon determined, after conſulting one 
or two private friends, to withdraw his name, 
on being indemnified the expences at that time 
incurred. On the Thurſday before the election, 
at Cornwall's houſe, in the preſence of Cator, 


Cornwall, Spooner, Notcote the town clerk, and 


one 
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one or two more of the corporation, he ſaid, he 
feared his brother might fail, and aſked them, 
« If Middleton ſhould be at the head of the poll, 


. © whom they would deſert, Cator or his bros 
ther?“ To this queſtion no anſwer was made; 
upon which he ſaid to them, © I now ſee 2 


« would deſert my brother and ſupport Cator;' 
hereupon Notcote' came forward and ſaid, 


« What would our enemies ſay of us if we 


« ſhould not, as he pays ſo much more than 
« you.” No more was ſaid on the ſubjett. In 
the afternoon of that day, Dr. Wollaſton offered 
to withdraw his brother, according to his firſt re- 


/ ſolution, and Mr. Cator agreed to repay him what 


he had laid out upon his canvas: as to the gool. 
he had not paid it into the bank. 


Mr. Cornwall in his evidence ſaid, that * ö 


had known Mr. Cator before, and would have 
truſted him with any ſum, but would not have 
given credit to the parties jointly; for which rea- 
ſon he deſired a depoſit, as he had before found 
difficulties in getting the money advanced; that 
he believed the 1700l. was intended for the com- 
mon expences of the election, jointly with the 
gool. but that it was liable to ſuch uſes as Cator 


might think proper, and he might have drawn for 


it without defraying the e On being 
aſked, 


0 


no rwewied, | 
aſked, Where then was the ſecurity of the de- 
* poſit?” he ſaid, it was fo, notwithſtanding, in 
his mind. Being aſked if he did not know, be- 
fore the meeting of Cator and Wollaſton, that the 
former was to make a depoſit ? he ſaid, he could 
not recolleRthis with certainty ; he was not ſure,” 
but believed not. He delivered in an account 
current of his houſe with Cator for the 1700l. of 
Which, about 1100l. was ſpent, the reſt was re- 
paid to him on a draught of the 24th of May; 
the diſburſement of the money was made under 
the direction of Spooner. Mr. Cornwall ſaid, 
he himſelf was no corporator. . | 
All the expences were paid out of his fund. 
In order to ſhew that the lawful expences of 
the clection, particularly the travelling charges 
of the out- voters, could not require ſuch a ſum 
as Mr. Cator placed in Cornwall's hands, the 
counſel for the petitioner gave in evidence the 
following account of the ſituation of the voters 
for him, which had been examined with the poll, 
and the — 3 | 


LIST 


| IyswicH. = 8 111 
| 1187 of the Our-vorERxs for Cator, and of the 


diſtances of their wanne from Ipſwich. 


Miles. Voters. 
Reſident at Harwich, diſtant V 
Ditto, within . * 
5 Ditto, between . 13 
5 Ditto ST” - 10& 13 1 
Ditto W 1 — 15 & 20 186 
Ditto 5 = ns & 30 = 10 
Ditto 5 30 & 40 5 
Ditto „ Lee a. 
Ditto = - =, O00 00 - 1 
Ditto ( including London ang 
= nts environs) _ 1 60 & 70 - 39 
Ditto, between 70 & 80 17 
5 | _ : 158 N 
Voters for Cator reſident at Ipſwich | 139 
Total | 297 


1 the charge of corrupting the cleftors, 


the facts proved were as follow: 


An extenſive diſtribution of money v was nds | 


after the election, to many of the out-voters for 


loſs of time, with the approbation of Mr. Cator, : 
out of the ſum in the bankers hands; thirteen 


voters, reſident in London or its neighbourhood, 
| | who 


— —— — — 
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who were examined before the committee, wete 
paid three guineas each, immediately after the 
election; they had all their travelling expences 
paid beſides; this ſum was given without enqui- 
ty into their circumſtances, or the profits of their 
ſeveral employments, which were various; ſome. 
being capable of earning five or ſeven ſhillings 4 
day, and others two ſhillings; they were abſent 
from their buſineſs, ſome four days, ſome five; 
to none of them was any dire expeQation given 
of a reward for their votes; two or three were 
told, when canvaſſed by Cator's agent, Prigg, 
whom he had employed to canvas and convey 
voters to Ipſwich, that * they ſhould be ſatisfied 
* for loſs of time.” Some of them had voted 
at former elections, and had received a ſimilar 
gratuity, and ſaid they expected it at this. One 
man faid to the committee, © he could not tell 
* what the three guineas were for, unleſs for his 
vote.” One, when canvaſſed by Cator's agent, 
bargained that his ſon ſhould go and take up his 
freedom, and was afterwards paid five guineas by 
me fame perſon, for himſelf and his ſon, though 
his fon did not vote. 
The greater number of theſe thirteen did not 
: — ———— they went to 
Ipſwich, 


pence. They voted for Middleton and Cator. 
Five voters, reſident at Harwich, likewiſe gave 
| their evidence to the committee: theſe men, in 
the ſame circumſtances as the others from Lon- 
don, had in the ſame manner received a guinea 


ſum was: given'to moſt of the Harwich voters. 


Harwich is eleven miles diſtant from Ipſwich, 


and the paſſage by water (their uſual way of go- 
ing thither) coſts ſixpence: they were abſent on 


Saturday and Sunday. To all theſe Cator was a 
ſtranger at the time of the election; and ſome of 


them came to ien ee to vote for Wol- 


laſton. 
It was admitted by the counſel on both fides, 


that Middleton and Cator had no joint expences? 


in the election. And it was either proved or ad- 
mitted, that all the London voters generally re- 


ceived three guineas a-piece after the election, 


dut of the money depoſited. 
Upon the charge againſt een theſe faQs 
appeared in evidence: 35 
That he had a very extenſive iber in 11. 


wich; that he canvaſſed the town for Wollaſton 
and Cator, and afterwards for Cator ſingly "EY 
wrote letters ſolieiting votes for him, and in par- 


Vol. II. 1 x ticular 


a 8 
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Ipfwich, though they travelled there at his ex- 


Tha: a half a- piece; and it appeared that the ſame 


ticular to Prigg, before-mentioned, in London, 
to canvas for him and Wollaſton, whoſe bills of 
Expences he paid, and to whom he gave, or ſent 
money to pay ſome of the London voters the 
three guincas ; be likewiſe told Prigg, that he 
nens for paying expences. In cator- $ 3 
he ſent an agent to London, in order to accom- 
pany the freemen to Ipſwich, and afterwards paid 
him for his trouble. He gave orders at two inns 
for entertaining ſome of the London voters, and 
_akerwards paid the bills. He paid ſome of the 
Harwich voters a guinea and a half for loſs of 
ume; in Cator's preſence he told one who had 
| vered, that he ſhould have three guineas when he 
came to London; and paid ſeveral bills of the 
] Ai | ; | 
Being examined himſelf, he ſaid he had done 
every thing in the election which one friend 


docs for another; had voted for Cator, and, as a 


banker, paid his draughts for the expences. | 
| The following evidence was given of one par- 


ticular charge of bribery by Spooner. 
One Reynolds, who had voted in the eleQion 
in 1780, for Staunton and Wollaſton, had been 
employed at the ſame time in ſome election buſi- 
nels for that party, upon whom he now had a de- 
| mand 


. wwrens . 11s, 
mand of 1 168. for expences then incurred, and 

not paid. He met Spooner at Ipſwich at this 

laſt election, and aſked him, why this demand had 


not been paid according to his (Spooner's) pro- 
miſe ? Spooner told him, © it ſhould be ſettled ; 


voted for Cator and Middleton. Reynolds ſaid 


in his evidence, he ſhould not have voted for the 
Yellows, if he had not been eaſy on this demand. 


This man went to Ipſwich on the part of Middle- 


. ton, and was paid chree guineas by his agent . | 


the election. 
Upon theſe fats, the counſel for the petitioner 
agreed, That the election of Mr. Cator had been 


obtained by N influence, and muſt be de- 


clared void. 


june 18. The committee 1 That 


« neither the fitting member nor the petitioner 
« were duly cleed, and that the laſt election 


« as void as to Mr. Cator.“ 


A new writ was accordingly ifſued, and Mr. 


Crickitt was unanimouſly elected. 


At the laſt general election in 1790. Mr. | 
Middleton and Mr. Crickitt were oppoſed by Sir. 
John Hadley D*Oyley and major Rochfort. At 


5 cloſe of the poll the numbers were, for 
12 Sir 


cc © that Wollaſton had declined; Cator. was in his. 
gerald: * whereupon he went to the poll, and 


Sir John Hadley D'Oyley geg 
C. A. Crickitt, Eſq. 1 
Major Rockforr | 243 
. — poll, the borough loft, i in 
Mr. Middleton, a repreſentative, whoſe indepen- 
dence was an ornament to the Britiſh ſenate. 
 Conronatrox—By charter of Charles II. it 
is governed by two bailiffs, a recorder, ten port- 
men, and twenty-four common-ceuncilmen. 

RicnT or ELECTION=—1710, 3d February. Is 
in the bailiffs, portmen, common-councilmen, 
and freemen at large, not receiving alms. 

1714, 31ſt March. Portmen are an effentia} 
conſtituent part of the great court for making 
freemen of the ſaid borough; without ſome of 
which portmen being preſent, the ſaid court 
cannot be held. 

'n724, iſt April. A motion being” made, and 

the queſtion being put, that the perſons voted 


- Freemen at the pretended great courts, held in 


. the corporation of Ipſwich, 15 June, 7 Auguſt, 

£5 and 28 September, 1711, without any legal 
portmen then preſent, were duly. made, and have ' 
a right to vote for members to ſerve in parlia- 
ment for the borough of Ipſwich; it paſſed-i in 
the negative. 


8 


' Synwien. 
Nutr or vorTERs—623. 
RETURNING OFFICERS —The two bailiffs. 
 DUNWICH. 
+ PorrTieat cyaracrex—This town, Which 
Vas formerly the moſt conſiderable in the coun- 


duced to a mean village of about thirty houſes, 
with only one church left, and that in part demo- 
liſhed. It till, however, retains the name of a 
Z corporation, having two bailiffs, and twelve capi- 


tal burgeſſes, all of whom reſide in other pariſh- 


es, and never aſſemble here but upon election 
purpoſes, for the choice of bailiffs, or members 


of parliament. 


The deftruRion of this borough was occaſion. 


ed by the incurſion of the ſea, ſeven of its pariſh- 


es out of eight having been deſtroyed: and the 


encroachment that is ſtill making, will probably, 


in a few years, oblige the conſtituent body to be- 
take themſelves to a boat, whenever the king's 
writ ſhall fummon them to the exerciſe of their 


eleQive functions; as the neceſſity of adhering 


to forms, in the farcical ſolemnity of e | 


elettions, is not to be diſpenſed with. 


This is one of thoſe places which, with Orford, 


in this county; Caſtle Riſing, 1 in Norfolk; Gatton, 


TS „ 


ty of Suffolk, and the ſee of a biſhop, is now re- 
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in Surrey ; Old Sarum, in Wiltſhire ; with many 
others, which have ſcarcely the appearance of 
having ever been the ſeat of population, ele& a 
majority of the houſe of commons, while the 
towns of Birmingham, Mancheſter, Sheffield, 
Leeds, Halifax, and Wolverhampton, which are 
the firſt in opulence, manufacture, and popula- 
tion, are as much excluded from all ſhare in the 
r as e. 
Rantinople. 
The right of election in this a cif we 
may be allowed to call it by ſuch a name) is in 
the freemen, inhabiting within the remains of 
the borough, and not receiving alms. TS 

— of two bailiffs, and 

— or — ITY 8th * 22d De- N 
cember. Is not in the freemen of the ſaid bo- 
rough, commonly called out- ſitters, as well as in 

the freemen inhabiting within the ſaid borough. 
u Is only in the freemen . within the 
ſaid borough. 

1795, 25th November. Is in the N of 
the faid borough, commonly called out-ſitters, as 
well as in the freemen TY within the _ 
borough. 


2708, 5th February. Is only i in hs freemen 
| inhabiting 
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inhabiting within the ſaid borough, not receiving 
alms. „ E 1 85 
. NumMBER or voTERS—About 14. 
RxruxxING OrrICERS— The bailiffs. 
ParRONS—Sir Joſhua Vanneck and Mr. 
| ne, . e | 

' ORFORD. 

PoL1TICAL CHARACTER—The' corporation of 
this borough conſiſts of a mayor, recorder, eight 
portmen, and twelve capital burgeſſes, in all 
twenty-two, in whom the. right of election is 
veſted. The number is ſeldom complete, there 


being ſcarcely ever more than ten or twelve, 


who are chiefly compoſed of the ſons and rela- 
tions of the earl of Hertford. It was formerly 
a town of great commerce, but it is now only a 
| decayed village, owing to the ſea having for 
ſome time paſt, withdrawn itſelf from it. The 
conſtituent and repreſentative body being made 
up of this nobleman's family, the uſual mode 
of canvaſſing is laid aſide, and the election 
made among themſelves without trouble or ex- 
pence. Sh | 

I The earlieſt account we hear of this borough 
is in the reign of Hen. I. when Bartholomew 
Olanville was governor. It was once the capi- | 


I 4 I 


al ſeat of Peter de la Valoines, and was lately 
in the poſſeſſion of Price Devereux, lord viſ- 
count Hereford, whoſe-executors ſold it to the 
right honourable the earl of Hertford, who now 
polſeſſes it. It had a charter, with great privi- 
leges, granted to it by Rich. III. and was cer- 
tainly a much larger place formerly than it is at 
preſent, as it ſent three ſhips, and fixty-two men, 
to the fiege of Calais, in the year 1359. 

This town having ſent to all the parliaments 
in the reign of Edward I. diſcontinued ſending 
till the reign of Hen. VIII. 
Conroxarion—Conſiſts of a mayor, eight 
portmen, and twelve capital burgeſſes. l 

Rent or tcrion—1699, 10th Feb. Is 
in the mayor, portmen, capital IS.” and 
freemen, of the ſaid borough. 
n56b, egth Jan. Is in the mayor, portmen, 
capital burgeſſes and freemen, not receiving 
alms. ; 

Nunztr or VOTERS—12 
Rerunxixc orricex—The mayor. 


 Parzox—Earl of Hertford, 


| ALDBOROUGH,. 


| ALDBOROUGH. 


PoLrrickt cxaractzr—The right of clece 
gion was anciently in the inhabitants paying ſcot 
and lot within this borough; but, by the reſolu- 
n of I709, it is confined to the bailiffs, bur- 
geſſes, and freemen, not receiving alms; which 
right is again further limited, by a ſubſequent 
| reſolution of 1715, omitting the word freemen, 
and adding that of reſident, by which it is now 
| underſtood to be in the bailiffs and burgeſſes, 
reſident within the faid borough, and not re- 
ceiving alms. | : 

The corporation conſiſts of Wentpes e bur- 
geſſes, and two bailiffs, who are the returning 
officers. Mr. Creſpigny, who has the influence e 
of the corporation of Sudbury, is alſo patron of 

this borough. 3 
| Dobbs arioe-o Oats of twelve ſuperior, | 
my twelve inferior burgeſſes. N 

Ricur or ELECTION—1709, 23d Dee. -Is i in 
the bailiffs, 9 and freemen not receiv- 
ing alms. 
1715, 26th June. Is in the being and bur- 
geſſes reſident within the ſaid borough, and not 
receiving alms; to which the houſe diſagreed, 
 NuwBzR or vorEAEs- 249. 

RBruaxine 


— 


322 | zuDIVAY; 
Rxervantnc orricers—The two bailiffs, | 
Parzoxn—P. C. Creſpigny, Eſq. 


SUDBURY. 
| Potrticat cxaracttrR—This borough hay 
been far many years under the influence of the 
Creſpiguy family, of Hontleſham-hall, in this 
county, although their intereſt in the borough is 
not deemed by any means ſecure; it having 
been defeated in 1794, by Sir Walden Hanmer 
and Sir Patrick Blake, baronets; and again, in 
4784, by William Smith, Eſq. of Pardon-hall, 
in Effex, and John Langſton, Eſq.- a banker in 
Mr, Smith petitioned againſt the return of 
Thomas Champion Creſpigny, Eſq. and John 
Coxe Hippeſley, Eſq. the preſent fitting mem- 
bers, which was decided in their favour. "6 
In the year 1774; a petition was preſented by 
Sir Walden Hanmer, and Sir Patrick Blake, 
againſt the return of Philip Champion Creſ- 
Ppigny, and Thomas Fonnereau,' Eſqrs. The 
petition complained, that a great many legal 
voters, who tendered their voices for Hanmer 


and Blake, had been reiected, although they had 


been for many years in poſſeſſion and exerciſe 
pf their rights, to the knowledge of the mayor, 


* 
2 
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85 and of Fonnereau, one of the ſitting members 5 
that others, who were not legally qualified, had 
alſo been admitted to vote for them; that the 
fair majority of legal votes was in favour of the 
Petitioners ; but that William Strutt, the mayor ; 
and returning officer, had acted partially, and 
corruptly, before and during the poll, and had 
declared the ſitting members duly elected, and 
had returned them; and that money was given 
by the fitting members, or their agents, by way 
of bribe or reward, to perſons who Youre for 
them at the eleQion, 5 
Upon the hearing of the petition, it W 
that the corporation conſiſts of a mayor, recor- 
der, ſix aldermen, twenty-four capital burgeſſes, 
and an indefinite number of freemen. The 
freedom in this. borough is acquired by birth, 
| ſervitude, or redemption. There have been a 
few inſtances of making what are called hono- 
rary freemen, or faggots; but they have never 
been allowed to exerciſe any franchiſe, as mem. 
bers of the body corporate. | 
The point upon which the petition turbed 
was, the partiality of the corporation, who were 
in the intereſt of Mr. Creſpigny, in refuſing 
freemen, duly qualified by the cuſtom of the 
borough, to their admiſſion and enrollment, . 


>” 3t % 
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| Thedecifion of the committee, ws 
Douglas, was, 
* That perſons who derived their 2 to 
their freedom, from the antecedent title of 
birth, who had exerciſed all the rights of free- 
men, and that of voting for members of parlia- 
ment among the reſt, for twenty years and 
upwards, before the laſt election, who had de- 
manded to be enrolled (and offered to prove, 
that at their birth, their fathers exerciſed and 
enjoyed the rights and franchiſes of freemen) 
but were refuſcd, had a right to vote, though 
they could not produce evidence of their ad- 
miſſion, enrolled upon ſtamps.” .- | 
And they afterwards informed the houſe, that 
they had determined, © That Sir Walden Han- 
mer, Bart. and Sir Patrick Blake, Bart. were 
duly elected, and ought to have been returned.” 
The duke of Grafton takes the 3 of urns | 
from this place. 
6— incor- 
porated by queen Mary, firſt began to return 
members to parliament, anno 1559, 1 Eliz. 
Conronarion— It is governed by a mayor, 
recorder, fix aldermen, and twenty-four capital 
burgeſſes, or common-councilmen. 


Rienx of £LECTION—1702, 19th Jan.—The 
| ſons 
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5 ſons of freemen born after their fathers were 


made free, and thoſe that have ſerved appren- 


ticeſhips in the ſaid borough, have a right to 
vote, without an admiſſion in form to their 
freedom, or taking the oath of freemen. 

1703, 6th Dec. Is only in the ſons of free- 


men, born after their fathers were made free, 


and in ſuch as have ſerved ſeven years appren- 
ticeſhip, or are made freemen by redemption. 
| RETURNING oFFicerR—The mayor. 
NUMBER or vorERS— 725. 
ParRO T. C. Creſpigny, Eſq. 
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PorrrreAl CHARACTER—The right of elec- 


tion in this borough extends to the corporation, 


conſiſting of two bailiffs, a recorder, ten ſupe- 
rior and twenty-four inferior burgeſſes, and to 


the inhabitants paying ſcot and lot. 


* 


of marquis Cornwallis, who is alſo lord of the 


: manor, and poſleſtes the parliamentary in- 


fluence. 


CokroxATrIO - Conſiſts of two Dani a E 
8 recorder, ten principal or ſuperior, and twenty: | 


four inferior burgeſſes. 


RicurT or ELECTION—ls | in the free burgeſſes . 


and 


* 
* . 
3 
4 * 
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The greateſt part of the town is the property 


1 sr. EDMUNDSBURY. 


and corporation, together with the * 
paying ſcot and lot. 


Nous or vorkxs—About 200. 
| Rervanixc orricex— The bailiff. 


Parzox—Marquis Cornwallis. 

Sr. EDMUNDSBURY. | 
- PotrTicat. cnaracrtexr—Although this towff 
is the principal one in the county, both in ex- 
tent, antiquity, and number of inhabitants, yet 
the right of voting, as in the cities of Bath, 
Wincheſter, and Saliſbury, and in the towns of 
Andover, Banbury, Tiverton, and Dartmouth, is 
confined to the corporation only. That the 
privilege of returhing the members ſhould be 
placed in this ſmall body of men, to the exclu- 
fron of the reſt of the inhabitants, is as unjuſt as 
it is deſtrudtive of that adequate repreſentation, 
| which the conſtitution ſuppoſes the people to 

The influence prevailing here, is that of the 
duke of Grafton, whoſe ſervices in the cauſe of 
religion and liberty, as well as his known at- 
tachment to a parliamentary reform, merit the 
thanks of his fellow-citizens. 

This place was firſt imprivileged to ſend 
members to parliament by king James I. who 

incorporated 


— 
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incorporated it in the fourth year of his reign, 


* and by two other charters in the fixth, 2 7 
twelfth years of his reign. | ck | i 
| Coxroratrion—Conſfiſts of an alderman, re- . 

corder, twelve capital burgeſſes, and twenty-four | = 
common-councilmen. | | „ { 


Richr or ELEcTION—Ts in the aliens 
burgeſſes, and common-councilmen. . ; * i 
NumBts or VOTERS—J7. | | - 
RETURNING orricgR— The alderman. © i 


ParRxo N Duke of Grafton. | | | 
_ | 
— £ 
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PoLITICAL CHARACTER. 


Tms county is independent of abſolute : 1 
controul; and, although it is at preſent repre- 55 
ſented by the brothers of peers, it is not under | 


= 
the immediate influence of either. In the year _ 
1775, Sir Joſeph Mawbey, bart. upon the death | 
of Mr. Scawen, one of their repreſentatives, 


became a candidate, in the intereſt of the yeo- N 
menry. He was oppoſed by the late Sir Francis 
Vincent, who had the ſupport of the ariſtocracy, 

| and 


- wurde... 


ble majority. 


and by the Hon. William Nortom now Lord 
Grantley, who had the countenance of the ad- 


; miniſtration of that day; but, notwithſtanding: 


theſe powerful exertions, which were uſed againſt 
him, he was finally victorious. The next in- 


ance that the frecholders gave of their indepen- 


dance, was, in the conteſt between Admiral Keppel 
and the Hon. Thomas Onſlow, when the former 
gentleman was returned by a majority of fix 
hundred. Upon the admiral's being: called up 
to the houſe of lords, lord: Althorp; now earl 
Spencer, was choſen in his ſtead. The death of 


this nobleman's father occaſioned another va- 


cancy for this county, when Sir Robert Clayton 
was elefted. This gentleman however gave ſo 
much umbrage to the people, and became ſo 
anpopular, from the ſupport which he gave the 
coalition, that in the year 1784 the Hon. Wil- 


nam Norton was the object of their choice, and 
Sir Robert was thrown out. At the laſt election 


there was a croſs poll; the three candidates 
oppoſed cach other; when lord William Ruſſell 
and captain Finch were eletied by a conſidera- 


Surrey is divided into thirteen hundreds. It 


nes in the province of Canterbury, and dioceſe 


of Wincheſter, and has one hundred and forty 
puatiſhes; 
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Patiſhes, in which are thirteen market-towns ; 


viz. Chertſey, Croydon, Dotking, Epſom, Ewel, 
' Farnham, Godalming, Guildford, Haſlemere, 


Kingſton, Ryegate, Southwark, and Woki ng, be- 


ſides two ancient boroughs; which have no 
markets; viz. Bletchingly and Gatton. It ſends 
fourteen members to parliament; viz. two 
knights of the ſhire for the county, and two 
members for each of the following boroughs; 


5 Southwark, Guildford, Ryegate, Haſlemere, | 


5 Bletchingly, and abs | 


SOUTHWARK. 


Töki went CHARACTER— This borough is not 


under, influence in any degree, or of any kind, 
ing to its great population and opulence, and 
the right of election being veſted in the in- 
habitants, houſekeepers, paying fcot and lot.— 
It conſiſts of five pariſhes, St. John's, St. 
Olave's, St. Thomas's, St. George's, and St. 
Saviour's. Chriſt-church pariſh formed a part 
of this borough by the charter of Edward VI. 
but owing to diſuſe it has loſt the privilege of 
voting, as well as great part of the pariſh of St. 
Saviour, which is called the Clink Liberty. 
The pariſh of Chriſt=church is on the ſouth- ſide 


.. Blackfriars-bridge, and was Cas part of 


od a YT: © the 
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the pariſh of St. Saviour, but has been ſeparated 
by all of parliament. This pariſh, in conjunc- 
tion with the Clink Liberty, has undoubtedly 2 
right to ſuffrages, in common with the other 
pariſhes of the borough; and it is in agitation 
to petition parliament, at a future election, for 
a re-cſtabliſhment of thoſe rights which have 
been loſt for want of uſage. Southwark is 
one of the twenty-ſix wards of the city of 
London, and is called in the city records, , 
the ward of Bridge Without, though it has not, 
in common with the other wards of the city, 
the election either of an alderman, or common 
council; the former being choſen by the court 
of aldermen, from amongſt ſuch of that body as 
| have ſerved the office of lord-mayor; and the 
choice uſually falls upon the ſenior. 

The inhabitants have lately petitioned the 
corporation of London, for the ſame liberty 
which is exerciſed by all the other wards, of 
cletting their own aldermen and common-coun- 
cil; and as the city of London have lately ob- 
tained a decifion, in the court of Common 
Pleas, which confirms to them the privilege of 
an excluſive juriſdiction over this borough, it is 
prefumed that this ancient right will be ex- 
tended to them: a right which has its foun- 

dation 
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| Ale 4 in juſtice, and. mhick ought to- be a 
leading feature in every conſtitution; which has 
for its object the liberty, ſecurity, and proſperity 
of the community at large. 

The borough of Southwark was governed by 
Its own bailiff, till thę year 1327, when the city 
of London finding great inconvenience from the 
eſcape of the malefaQtors thither, out of the 
reach and cognizance of the city magiſtrates, 
obtained a grant, by which the mayor of Lon- 
don. was conſtituted bailiff of Southwark, and 
impowered to govern it by his deputy. _ How- 
ever, the inhabitants, ſome time after, recovered 
their former privileges, which they enjoyed till 
King Edward VI. granted Southwark to the 
city of London, for the ſum of 6471. 28. 1d. 
and about a month after the paſſing of this 

| patent, Southwark was made one of the city 
| wards, named Bridge Ward Without, in conſi- 
deration of the city's paying to the- crown an 
additional ſum of 500 marks; upon which, the 
number of aldermen was increaſed from twenty 
five to twenty-ſix, a:new one being choſen to 
govern; that borough. Hence Southwark has 
ever ſince been conſidered as ſubjedt to the 
lord-mayor, who has under him a ſteward and 


bolt the former of whom regularly holds a 
FE SD court 
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<ourt of record, in the hall, on St. Margaret's 


Hill, for all debts, damages, and treſpaſſes within 
his limits; and the lord-mayor proclaims a 
fair, -_—_—_— e 


tember. 


enn n the Dorengb 
Liberty, in which the lord-mayor's ſteward or 
bailiff holds the above courts; and the Clink, 
or Manor of Southwark, which is ſubdivided 
into the Great Liberty, the Guildhall, and the 
King's Manor; for each of which ſubdiviſions a 
courtJeet is held, where the conſtables, ale- 
conners, and fleſh-taſters, are choſen, and other 
buſineſs tranſatted. The Clink Liberty is un- 
der the juriſdiction of the biſhop of Wincheſter, 
who, beſides a court-leet, keeps a court of 
record here, by his ſteward and bailiff, for pleas 


of debt, damages, and treſpaſſes. Court: lets 


are alſo kept at Bermondſey and Rotherhithe. ; 
The military government of Southwark is 
under the lord-licutenant of the county of Sur- 
rey, and eleven deputy-lieutenants. 
Oppoſite the weſt end of St. George's church 
was anciently a magnificent ſtruQure, belonging 
to the duke of Suffolk, which coming to Henry 
VIII. he crefied a mint in it for the coining of 
money it being afterwards pulled down and con- 
; verted 


ne SOUTHWARK. | | 133 
verted into ſtreets, they ſtill retained the name; 
and it being a privileged place, it became a har- 
bour for bankrupts and debtors, to which they | 
fled, in order to defraud their creditors. | 
Though the privilege of this place was taken 
away in the reign of William III. they ſtill kept 
their ſtation, in defiance of the laws, and of the 
civil power, till an act of parliament was made, in 
the latter end of the reign of king George . 
which obliged them to diſperſe. : 
In this borough were anciently a number of - 
brothels, called the Stews, fituated on the Bank- 
ſide, Southwark, and licenſed by the biſhop of 
Wincheſter. At firſt there were eighteen of 
theſe houſes, but afterwards twelve were only al- 
lowed. They ſtood in a row, and had ſigns on 
their fronts facing the Thames, which were not 
hung out, but painted on the walls; as the Car- 
dinal's Hat, the Croſs Keys, the Bell, the Caſtle, 
the Swan, the Boar's Head, &c. Theſe houſes 
were under very ſtritt regulations, confirmed by 
aft of parliament in the reign of Henry II- which 
were to be obſerved, under the penalty of ſuffer- 
ing great pains and puniſhments. No fingle wo- 
man, deſirous of forſaking her fins, was to- be 
kept againſt her will; and every lewd woman 
was forbidden the rites of the church, and deni-, | 
"TT --- ed 


_—_ BLETCHINGLY. | | 
_ ed Chriſtian burial, if ſhe was not reconciled to 


the church before her death. Hence there was 

a plot of ground, termed the fingle woman's 
church-yard, appointed for theſe lewd women, at 
a diſtance from the pariſh-church. Theſe lewd 
houſes were put down by order of King Henry 
VIII. in the year 1346, when it was proclaimed, 
by found of trumpet, that the ſtews ſhould be no 


longer privileged and uſed as common brothels. 
Conronation—It is under the FEED of 


the corporation of London. 

RicnT or ELECTION—1 702, 10 Nov. Is only 
in the inhabitants thereof paying ſcot and lot. 2 

1724, 29 June. That the perſons inhabiting | 
in the Mint, or rules of the Queen's-Bench, in 
the borough of Southwark, and paying a rent of 
ten pounds per annum, or upwards, have not a 
— 2 though __ Te ORE 

It paſſed in the negative. 
Rervaxixc orricer—The bailiff, 
Non or VOTERS—1900. 


 BLETCHINGLY, 
Portricat CHARACTER— This borough, which 
conſiſts of about fixty ſmall houſes, is a proper | 


companion to Gatton, from which it is not more 
| than 
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than three miles diſtant. | The right of voting is 
| burgage-tenure, and the lord of the manor's bai- 
liff was the returning officer; but by the laſt 
reſolution of the houſe of commons, in 1723, he 
was deprived of that office; and the borough has 
no the ſingularity of ſending two members to. 
| parliament, without a mayor, conſtable, or any 
other legal officer, who can claim the excluſive 
exerciſe of that authority. We have ſeveral in- 
ſtances of boroughs without eleQors, but this is 
the only one that preſents itſelf without a return. 
ing officer. | 2 
Sir Robert Clayton is ſole proprictor of the 
majority of burgage-tenures, and of courſe has 
the appointment of the repreſentatives. 
RIcHT or ELECTION—Ls in the borough-hol- + 
ders only, without the bailff. 
_  RETuRNING oOFFiceErR—None, 
NUMBER or VOTERS. 
- The number of burgage-holds are 90. but are 
all the property of an individual. | 
TO HOTKTEF ONS INE Robert ors ag 
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PoLITICAL CHARACTER—The right of. voting 


is in the freeholders of the borough. The earl 5 


of Hardwicke and lord Somers have bought up 
K 4 > - 
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all the freeholds in it, each of whom appoints an 
attorney in the town as their agents, as well in 
nearly equally divided between theſe two noble. 
men, each procures the return of one member 
for a near relation or a particular friend. The 
former nobleman's brother, the Hon. Joſeph 
Sydney Yorke, and the latter's ſon, the Hon. John 
Somers Cocks, are the preſent members. This 
circumſtance alone is ſufficient to proye where, 
and in what degree, influence and authority pre- 
vail here, and how far the eleQors are ſuffered to 
exerciſe their judgment and their choice * | 
elettion of their repreſentatives. 2 
Rientr or ELECTION—In the freeholders. 
RzeTvaninc orricer—The bailiff. 
Numzzr or vorzas— About 200 freeholds ; 
no the property of the earl of Hardwicke and 
lord Somers. 
352 of Hardwicke and lord : 
Somers, 


GUILDFORD. 


PoLtTICAL CHARACTER— The right of cleftion 


in this borough is of a very peculiar kind, and 
_ differs from all ober i in the kingdom, being in 
| f the 


| * GUILDFORD. | 137 
the freemen wed freeholders paying Thad toy 
and reſident in the town. 


The majority of the freeholds ada 
af lord Onſlow and lord Grantley, and the num- 
ber of voters not exceeding one hundred. They 


have been conſidered for ſome years paſt to have | 


had the nomination of its members, until the laſt 
general election, when Mr. Sumner oppoſed the, 
brother of the latter, and was ſucceſsful only by 
a majority of three votes; but it is ſuppoſed that, 
at a future eleQion, lord Grantley will regain _ 
his former intereſt. The corporation of this 
town, which conſiſts of a mayor, recorder, ſeven 
aldermen, and an indefinite number of bailiffs, is 
in the intereſt of lord Onſlow, who has very li- 
| berally provided for ſeveral of them in different 
departments under government. This place, : 
like e Shrewſbury, Lewes, &c, &c. is 
not more than half of it within the limits of the 
borough. © | | „ 
This being the county-town, the aſſizes are 
frequently held here, and always the election for 
knights of the ſhire. N 
This borough ſent members | to 1 — — | 
anno 23 Ed. I. 7] 
- Corronarron=By'" charter of Henry VIII. it : 
55 * 8 8 is 
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is governed by a mayor, ſeven magiſtrates, and 
fixteen bailiffs. 

Ricur or ELECTION—1699, 24 April. Is 
only in the freemen and freeholders paying ſcot 
and lot, and reſident in the town. 

1910, 3 Feb. It was agreed that one who 
had ſerved ſeven years to a freeman, was, iſo 
Jatto, a freeman. | 
| RetunxinxG orricer—The mayor. 
Nous or voTERS—About 120. 


Faraoxs —Lord Onflow and lord Grande, 


GATTON. 


Politica CHARACTER— This borough, which 
now conſiſts only of two houſes, was the pro- 
perty of the unfortunate Sir George Cole. 
brooke: at the time of his failure, it was ſold 
by the affignees, under his commiſſion, to lord 
Newhaven, who afterwards diſpoſed of it to 
Mefirs. Percy and Graham. Since the year 
2786, it has been purchaſed and re-purchaſed by 
three or four different perſons, and is now the 
property of William Currie, Eſq. one of its 
preſent members, and Robert Ladbroke, Eſq. 
who obtained poſſeſſion of it, at an expence of 


ſeventy- four thouſand pounds. Ive returning 
. 
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officer is the conſtable appointed at the court. 
leet of the two proprietors. In this caſe, the 
conſtituent and repreſentative body, who are 
the ſame in number, may alſo poſſibly be. the 
_ fame perſons, as they would have the power to 
ele& each other. This, among many others, is 
a ſtriking inſtance of the prefent fallacious and 
' inadequate ſtate of repreſentation, and ſhews the | 


indiſpenſable neceflity of applying ſome i imme- — 


. diate, remedy to an evil of ſuch an enormous 
magnitude, EE | 7 
Richr or ELECTION—1G28, 26 March. 18 
"in the inhabitants; and the return made by 
them being adjudged good, was (by the then 
petitioner) inſiſted to be in the inhabitants not 
receiving alms, and in the freeholders having 
ſuch freehold in their own occupation. 
1696, December 15. Was (by the then ſit- 
ting member) inſiſted to be in the freeholders 
and inhabitants paying ſcot and lot; and he was 
adjudged duly elected. | | 
7 ReTurxinG OFFICER—The lord's conſtable. : 
NuMBER OF VOTERS—2. | 
ProPRIETORS—Robert Ladbroke, Eſq. and 
Rs Currie, Eſq. 


HASLEMERE. 
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HASLEMERE. 

PoLiTiCAL CHARACTER— The right of elec- 
tion here is in the freeholders of meſſuages, 
lands, or tenements, lying within the borough 
and manor of Haſlemere. Theſe freeholds, in 
which the right is veſted, were formerly the 
property of the families of Oglethorpe and 
Molyneux; of whom they were purchaſed by 
Mr. Chandler, an attorney of Guildford, who 
fold them to the carl of Lonſdale, the preſent 
proprietor of the borough. 

There exiſts however here, as in moſt other 
boroughs, a diſputed Tight, between what is 

called the ſhort, and long poll. The firſt con- 
| fiſts of fiſty-two votes, and the latter of ſixty- 
two. The laſt ten votes aroſe originally from 
fplinting one or two frecholds into twelve, and 
are deemed doubtful votes. 8 
t be right of election is not in ſuch \freeholds : 
as vote at a county election, but in ſuch as pay 
a part of the ſum of twelve ſhillings and one penny 
three farthings burgage rent, per annum, to the 
earl of Lonſdale, lord of the manor and bo- 
rough. This arbitrary and ridiculous limita- 


non of ts has been Ss cauſe of litigation, 
| and 
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and produced the reſolution of April 24, 


1755- 

A ſecond petition of William-Burke, Eſq. me 
Henry Kelly, Eſq. was tried by a committee of 
the houſe of commons, in 1775, againſt the return 


of Thomas More Molyneux, Eſq. and Sir Mer- 


zz rick Burrel, bart. The complaint was then 


againſt ſplitting and dividing freeholds, when the 
committee determined in favour of the fitting 
members. | IR — 
Lord Lonſdale has, however, i the 
neceſſity of future litigation, by a purchaſe of 
the whole, and attaching this borough to his 
parliamentary intereſt. . 
Rickhr or ELECTION—1661, May 20. The. 
inhabitant freeholders in the borough have _ 
votes in elections. 0 
168, Feb. 9. Was agreed to be in the fre- 
holders reſident within the borough. 
1755, April 24. In the determination of 
1661, by the word © frecholders” is meant only 
freeholders of meſſuages, lands, or tenements, 
lying within the borough and manor of Haſle- 
mere, whether the ſame pay to the lord of the 
ſaid borough and manor or not, excluſive of 
any lands or tenements which are, or have 2 
. of the _— ground of the ſaid 
. 


A 
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borough and manor, or any meſfuages or 
buildings, which are or ſhall be TY or 
being thereon. | 
1713, March 3 ad. 4. Petition of Mr. Ogle» 
thorpe rejected, for not being ſigned by himſelf. 
The like relating to Wigan. POE 
REetTurninc orricen—The bailiff, who is 
annually choſen at the lord's leet. 7b 
NunBER OF VOTERS—S2. 
Pzortitror—Earl of Lonſdale, + 


SUSSEX. |; 
i Cnanacres.. 


Tan county was conflued 3 as en- 
rely under the influence of ariſtocracy; but 
the contrary to this was evinced in 1774. The 
independent part of the county, being at that 
time much diſſatisfied with the conduct of admi- 
niſtration, in attempting to procure a return for 
a candidate of their own nomination, contrary 
to the wiſhes of the people, exerted themſelves. 
in ſuch a manner as convinced them that their 
unanimity and abilities, when called forth into 
aQtion, would, when fimilar encroachments were: 


made 
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made upon their rights, be equally certain, as 


well as deſerving, of ſimilar ſucceſs. 

They entered into voluntary ſubſcriptions, 
for the ſupport of their cauſe, and propoſed Sir 
Thomas, Spencer Wilſon, Bart. in oppoſition 
to Sir James Peachy, the court candidate. The 
conteſt was carried on vith unabating diligence 
and vigour on both ſides, for a continuation of 
twenty-eight. days; when a, great majority was 
declared i in fayour of Sir Thomas Spencer Wil- 
fon, in whoſe perſon the honeſt and independent 


yeomen of the county obtained an entire and 
complete victory over the mandates of miniſte- 


rial deſpotiſm. There is, however, much ariſto- 
cratical influence prevailing here, ariſing from 
the reſidencies and eſtates of the duke of Rich- 


mond and duke of Dorſet, the earl of Aſhburn- | 


ham, earl of Abergavenny, the earl of Egremont, 


and lord Pelham. There has been no conteſt- 


ed election for this county fince 1774. The 


repreſentation at preſent is divided; the Right 


Hon. Thomas Pelham voting uniformly wich 


the oppoſition, and Charles ee Eſg. with 


adminiſtration. ; 
Suſſex is divided into fix rapes, which are 


general diviſions peculiar to this county ; and 
each of theſe rapes is ſaid to have anciently had 


its 


. 
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| its particular river, foreſt, and caſtle. Tbete 2 
rapes are ſubdivided into ſixty-five hun- 
reds; in which are contained one city, ſixteen 
market-towns, and two ancient boroughs, which 
are ancient corporations, but have no mar- 
ket. Theſe are the city of Chicheſter, with 
the market-towns of Arundel, Battel, Bright- 
hemitone, Cuckficld, Eaſt Grinſtead, Haſtings, 
Hailſham, Horſham, Lewes, Midhurſt, Pet 
worth, Rye, New Shoreham, Steyning, Ter- 
ring, and Winchelſea, with the boroughs of 
Bramber and Seaford, that have no markets. 
It is feated in the province of Canterbury, 
and dioceſe of Chicheſter, contains three 
hundred and forty-two pariſhes, and ſends 
twenty- eight members to parliament; namely, 
to repreſematives for the county, two citizens 
for the city of Chicheſter, two burgeſſes for 
each of the following boroughs, Lewes, Hor- 
ſham, New Shorcham, Midhurſt, Arundel, Eaſt 
Grinſtead, Steyning, Bramber, and two barons 
for each of the cinque-ports of Rye, Haſtings, 
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CHICHESTER. 


bY TOTP» CHARACTER— This city was many 


Oy under the dictation of the duke of Rich- 
mond, whoſe political interference was ſubmit- 
ted to with much reluQance by the eletors. 
Upon the death of General Keppel, in 1782, an 
attempt was made to oppoſe the duke's nomina- 


tion of the Hon. Percy Windham, brother to ; 


the earl of Egremont, but without ſucceſs. 
Mr. Brian Edwards, who was the candidate in 
oppoſition to Mr. Windham, however, loſt his 


election, by being in a minority of only eight 


votes. At the enſuing general election of 1784, 
the independent eleQtors triumphed” in the 
choice of George White Thomas, Efq. one of 
the preſent repreſentatives; and, at the laſt 
diſſolution of parliament, in 1790, they became 


powerful enough to carry both the members. 
Mr. Steele, the repreſentative of the duke of 


Richmond's intereſt, attempted to divide the 


phalanx. of uninfluenced electors, by canvaſſing 


upon his own intereſt, without the appearance of 
ariſtocratical ſupport ; but this was found to be 
too inſignificant, even to countenance the ma- 
nœuvre. The friends of Mr. Thomas, who 
were now become a deciſive majority of the in- 

r . 
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habitants, for the ſake of preſerving the peace 
and harmony of the city, and to avoid thoſe 
vuindus expences which generally attend a con- 
_ reſt with influence and power, made a voluntary 
offer of admitting the duke of Richmond to re- 
commend one of the members, if he would en- 
gage to leave the other to their own choice. 
This offer was accepted by his grace: and Mr. 
Steele publiſhed a letter diſclaiming all preten- 
Bons to the honour he aſpired at, upon the 
foundation of his own merits, and modeſtly ac- 
knovwledged his Mo to thofe of a ſuperior 
ſource. 

— are all in the mere of the 
duke of Richmond, who is high ſteward; and 
his brother, lord George Henry Lenox, is one of 
CTConronar rion—By charter of king James TE 
it is governed by a mayor, recorder, and 38 
common=councilmen. 

| Ri@onrT oy £LEction=—lIn the inhabitants pay- 
ing cot and lot. | 
RxTvaxinc orrricar—The mayor. 
Nun or vorgas— 620. 
Patrzox—Duke of Richmond, partially. 


HORSHAM. 


tw) 
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Por fricA! enanaerEU This town is among 
me firſt in che county in trade and number of 
inhabitants; but the right of election here, as 
in many other towns of much larger extent in 
this country, is exclüfively in the burgage- 
holders. The number of theſe burgage-holds 
'IS twenty-five, fourtech of which are the proper- 
ty of lady Irvine, and eleven are the duke of 
Norfolk's. At the laſt general election, Timo- 
thy Shelley, Eſq. and Wilſon Braddyll, Eſq. 
were candidates in the duke's intereſt, and lord 
William Gordon, and James Baillie, Efq. were 
ſupported by lady Irvine. The numbers on the 
poll were, | 

For Timothy qhittey, Eſq. 23 
Wilſon Braddyll, Eſq. 24 
Lord William Gordon 20 
James Baillie, Eſq. 9 
| In conſequence of which the two former were 
returned. | 
Lord William Gordon and Mr. Baillie pre= 
| Tented a petition to the houſe of commons; the 
merits of which being tried in the late ſeſſion, 
before a committee of the whole houſe, the 


petitioners were declared to be duly elected, 
L 2 and 
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and ought to have been returned; and they ac- 
- Miva — be legal by the commit- 
we were, n 
For Lord William Gordon 18 
James Baillie, Eſq. 4 m 
Timothy Shelley, Eſq. 10 
Wuſon Braddyll, Eſq. 9 
The two bailiffs, who are the returning of- 
ficers, are annually choſen at the court-leet of 
the duke of Norfolk, who is lord of the manor. 
Rica or ELETION=-1715, 16 June. Is in 
all fuch perſons as have an eſtate of inheritance, 
| er for like, in 12 or — 
Rxrunxtxe orricers— The bailiffs. 
Nonnzr or vorzxs— Twenty-five. 
Prornizrors—Duke of Norfolk, and lady 
viſcounteſs Irvine. 


| Potrricat cnaractrier— This is a borough, 
which has the privilege of ſending two members 
to parliament, although there is not a ſingle houſe 
Randing within the limits of it. The right of 
election is in one hundred and twenty burgage- 
holds, the fituation of which is diſtintily marked 
E * 5 3 ; at 
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at preſent by the poſition of a large flone upon 
each of them. There is no part of the town of | 
Miqdhurſt built upon theſe tenures; they were 
the property of the late lord viſcount Montagu, f 
who made, at the time of an election, a tempora- 
ry aſſignment of a part of them, either to ſome of 
his domeſties or particular friends, for the pur- 
poſe of having thoſe members returned that he 
mould nominate. The truſtees of the eſtates of 
the preſent lord ſold theſe burgage-holds to the 
earl of Egremont, for forty thouſand guineas; 
whoſe brothers were returned for this borough at 
the laſt general election. How can theſe gentle-. 
men be called repreſentatives, when there is not 
ſo much as one ſolitary individual exiſting with- 
in the precinQs of the place, to make a conſtitu- 
ent body? If che voice of the nation is only to 
be heard in the houſe of commons, how can that 
poſſibly happen, unleſs it be its real repreſentas 
tives? And whether we are governed contrary to 
our inclinations, or by perſons to whom we have 
given no ſuch commiſſion, we are equally an en- 
flaved people. The above inſtance is a ſufficient 
convittion of the mockery of our repreſentation; 
and of the want of ſome immediate ns cure 


| cog ſo great an evil, 


Lz3 Richr 


Rient oe ferien -In the burgage-holders, = 
Rervaxinc oxricers—The ſteward and bai. 

Nou or vorzas—One. | 

Pzornitror—The carl of Egremont. 
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Pot tricat cxaracrer— This town was never 
Incorporated ; and the right of voting here is in 
the inhabitants houſekeepers paying ſcot and lot. 
This borough was formerly under the abſolute | 
controul of the late duke of Newcaſtle. This 
_ «influence his. grace acquired from the weight of 
property which he poſſeſſed here, and from the 
diſtribution of employments under government, 
of which he was at that time ſole manager. In 
2768, the late Colonel Hay, of Glynde Bourne, 
near this town, was recommended by the duke, 
a one of the candidates for its repreſentation ; 
in conſequence of which he obtained from the 
voters a promiſe of their ſuffrages. Immediately 
after this tranſaQion, the duke thought proper 
to countermand his former recommendation, and 
accordingly withdrew his ſanftion from Colonel 
Hay, and gave it to Sir Thomas Miller. The 
people however thought themſelves bound in ho- 
nur o abide by their promiſes; and Colonel 

| | Hay, | 


Fo 
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Hay, conceiving himſelf ill esd in the buſi- 
neſs, reſolved to ſtand the poll. Upon the day 
of eleQtion, he was firmly ſupported by his friends, 
who gave him ſixty ſingle votes, and obtained for 
him ſo great a majority over his opponent, as to 
make him finally ſucceſsful. In 1780 there was 
a croſs poll, when the Hon. Henry Pelham, Co- 
lonel Hay, and Thomas Kemp, Eſq. of this bo- 
rough, were candidates, each of whom ſtood up- 
on his own ſeparate intereſt. In this conteſt Mr. 
Hay was unſucceſsful; and Mr. Kemp was return- 
ed by the intereſt which had always ſhewn itſelf 
| hoſtile to that of Lord Pelham. In .1784 Sir 
Henry Blackman, Knt. was put in nomination, 
to repreſent this town, by the famous Mr. Har- 
ben, of upſtart notoriety, who, notwithſtanding 
this profeſſion of friendſhip, on the day of elec- 
tion deſerted and cruelly betrayed him: upon 
which Sir Henry repreſented to the people the 
ſituation into which he had been led by the arti- 
fices of this man, in ſo pathetic and convincing 
a manner, that Mr, Harben was obliged inſtantly _ 
to quit the hall, amidſt the hiſſes and execrations | 
of his fellow townſmen. | 
At the laſt general eleQion chere was an union 
between the leading men in the independent par- 
ty, and thoſe in' the intereſt of -Lord Pelham, 
| | „„ wen 
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which Mr. Shelly, who was counenanced by ad 
miniſtration, oppoſed. 
0 vere, 
For the Hon. Henry Pelham — 154 
Thomas Kemp, Eſq. — 149 
Henry Shelly, jun. Eſq. — 88 
Mx. Kemp, when he firſt offered himſelf a can- 
didate, agrecable to the principles of the conſti- 
tution, pledged himſelf to the eleQors, as the late 
alderman Bull did to the city of London, that he 
- would accept of neither place, penſion, gratuity, 
nor reward of any kind from any adminiſtration, 
while he ſhould have the . of POOR 
them in parliament. 
. Ricur or ELECTION=—1735, 8 May. Is in the 
inhabitants, being houſeholders, paying ſcot and 
Agreed to by the houſe, nem. con. 
Rxrunxtxd orricexs—The conſtables. 
Nous or vorzxs— About two hundred and 
 Parnzox—Lord Pelham, partially. 


 SHOREHAM. . 

Pottricat cnhanacrza— This borough has 
rendered itſelf more conſpicuous than moſt 
others, by a remarkable ſcene of corruption, 
which 
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which was brought to light before a committee 


in the houſe of commons, in the year 1771. The 


returning officer had returned a candidate with 


only g7 votes, in prej udice to another who had 


87 of which he had queried 76, and made his 
return without examining the A of the 


votes he had fo queried. 
It appeared, from the defence made' by the of. 
ficer, that a majority of freemen of that borough 


had formed themſelves into a ſociety, under the 


name of the Chriſtian Club; the-apparent ends 
of which inſtitution were to promote acts of cha- 
rity and benevolence, and to anſwer ſuch other 
puxrpoſes as were ſuitable to the import of its 
name. Under this ſanction of piety and religion, 
and the cover of ocafional aQs of charkys they 
profaned that ſacred name, by making it a cloak 
for carrying on the worſt -purpoſes ; making a 
traffic of their oaths and conſciences, and ſetting 
their borough to ſile to the higheſt bidder ; while 
the reſt of the freemen were PEN of Ny 
legal benefit from their votes. 8 


The members of this ſociety were bound to 


ſecrecy, and to each other, by oaths, writings, 
bonds with large penalties, and all the ties that 


could ſtrengthen their compact; and carried on 


this traffic by the means of a ſelect committee, 


——ů— — . 
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who, under pretence of ſcruples of conſcience, 
never appeared or voted at any elections them- 
fetves; but, having notwithſtanding ſold the bo. 
rough, and received the ſtipulated price, they _ 
| gave directions to the reſt how to vote; and by 
this complicated evaſion, the employers and their 
agents, having fully ſatisfied their conſciences, 
n eee 
"Qs returning . had . to this ſos 
cicty ; and having taken ſome diſguſt to his aſſo- 
ciates, he quitted the party. The majority of le- 
gal voters which he objedted to, was, he ſaid, in 
part owing to his experimental knowledge of their 
corruption, and partly founded upon ſeveral im- 
proper acts which had come within his knowledge 
as magiſtrate upon the late election; particular. 
ly an affidavit of a very conſiderable ſum of mo- 
| ney which had been diſtributed among them. 
Upon theſe grounds, though they had the hardi- 
neſs to take the oath againſt bribery and corrup- 
tion, he looked upon them as diſqualified; and 
having, beſides, taken the opinion of counſel, 
Which, it ſeems, coincided with his own, he re- 
turned the candidate who had the ſmaller number 
of votes, as they were free from theſe objeQions, 


— theſe principles, and bis not aQing in- 
tentionally | 


SHOREHAM, ä 
tentionally wrong, the officer reſted his plea of 
Juſtification for the illegality of his eonduQ. A 
the aſſumption of ſuch an act of power by a re- 
turning officer, upon whatever principle it was 
founded, would, however, have been a precedent 
of the moſt dangerous tendency, he was accord- 
ingly taken into cuſtody ; but, in conſideration 
of the circumſtances in bis favour, and of his 
bringing ſo infamous a combination to light, * 5 
was diſcharged, after receiving a reprimand, up- 
on his knees, from the ſpeaker) in the ie ee of | 
the houſe. + = 
Ass this combination was of too flagrant a na- 
tüte to be overlooked, and the ſelect committee 

had not power to proceed any further in it, they 
reported the whole matter to the houſe, and mov- 
ed, that they would make a further inquiry into 
it. Though this met with an oppoſition from 
ſome of thoſe who, having no good wiſhes for the 
late aft for regulating the trial of controverted 
elections, were glad of ſo early an opportunity to 
point out its inefficacy, and depreciate its merits; 
yet the general excellency of that law, notwith- 
ſtanding any of its preſent deficiencies, which 
every day's experience would give new opportu- 
nities of ſupplyiag, carried with it ſuch conviction 
as to be already yell underſtood; and the moti- 
e on 


* * 
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the allegations made by the returning officer 
having been as fully proved, in the courſe of this 
inquiry, as the nature of the caſe would admit, 
and entirely to the fatisfaQion-of the houſe, a bill 
was at length brought in, to incapacitate 81 free- 
men of Shorcham, by name, from voting at 
| eieftions of members to ſerve in patliament, and 
for the preventing bribery and corruption in that 
borough ; and at the fame time an addreſs was 
- ordered, for the attorney-general to proſecute 
me five members of the Chriſtian Club who com- 
poſed the committee which tranſacted the bars 
gain, as to the ſale of the borough at the laſt 
The different tranſaQions, however, conſe= 
quent of this ſubjeR, ran through the whole ſeſ- 

gon; and it was not till the laſt day of it that 
the bill received the royal aſſent. The members 
of the club were heard by coutifel- againſt it. 
Many doubts alfo aroſe as to the mode of puniſh 
ment. It was propoſed to disfranchiſe the ho- 
rough ; this, however, was thought too dangerous 
= precedent: others thought that the culprits 
ſhould be left to the puniſhment of the law; but, 

though there was a clear conviftion of their gui 
W 
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it was a matter of ſuch a nature, as made the eſta- 
bliſhments of legal evidence very difficult ; and 
if they eſcaped without ſome ſignal mark of re- 
probation, it would be an encouragement to the | 
moſt barefaced corruption, when the whole king- 
dom ſaw that it could be done with impunity. . 

The 14th Geo. III. cap. 55, recites, in the pre- 
amble, that, Whereas a wicked and corrupt 
ſociety, calling itſelf the Chriſtian Society, hath, 
for ſeveral years, ſubſiſted in the borough of New 
Shoreham, in the county of Suſſex, and conſiſted 
ol a great majority of perſons having a right to 
vote at elections of members to ſerve in parlia- 
ment for the ſaid borough; and whereas it ap- 
pears, that the chief end of the inſtitution of the 
faid ſociety, was for the purpoſe of ſelling, from 
time to time, the ſeat or ſeats in parliament for 
the ſaid borough: and whereas John Burnett, 
Charles Hannington, Thomas Haſelgrove, Ralph 
Moor, Thomas Parſons, Thomas Snook, junior, 


Thomas Hannington, John Hannington, John 


Robinſon, William Cheeſman, George Browne, 
John Parſons, John Curl, F rederick Dean, Wil- 
ham Dean, Samuel Tuppen, John Sawyers, Tho- 
mas Crowter, Thomas Pockney, Joſeph Dedman, 
John Dean, John Whiting, William Stevens, 
ou Bawcomb, Raden Parker, John Hogsfleſh, 
John | 


158 1 ibo EMA. 


John Purſe, John Dean, Thomas Jeavtnigy, Joh 
Snook, junior, Richard Tilſtone, William Turner, 
Walter Sawyers, Charles Mitchell, John Jarmand; 

John Wood, Friend Daniel, William Gratwick; 
Nathaniel Hillman, Thomas Roberts, John Aſh- 
man, William Cooter. Thomas Froſt, Michael 
Smith, Richard Carver, Michael Durrant, Eme- 
ry Churcher, Walter Broad, Richard Stoneham, 
James Bennett, Clement Freeman, William Jupp, 
Thomas Crowter, John Barnard, James Mitchell, 
| James Millar, otherwiſe Miller, William Newn- 
ham, Jeffery Carver, Randall Button, James 
Carver, John Martin, John Dedman, ſenior, 
William Jennings, William Hards, Thomas Gear, 
William Ruſbridge, Henry Robinſon, and Henry 
Hannington, were members of the ſaid ſociety : 
in order therefore, to prevent ſuch unlawful prac- 5 
tices for the future, and that the faid borough | 
from henceforth be duly repreſented i in parlia- 
ment, be it enacted, chat the ſaid parties ſhall be, 

and by virtue of chis act are, from henceforth, 
| incapacitated, and diſabled from giving any vote 
at any election for chooſing a member or mem- 
bers to ſerve in parliament. It is alſo enaQted, 
That from henceforth it ſhall and may be lawful 
to and for every freeholder, being above the age 


of one- and-twenty years, who ſhall have, within 
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the rape of Bramber, i in the ſaid county. of Suſe 
ſex, a freehold of the clear yearly value of forty 
ſhillings, to give his vote at every election of a 

burgeſs or burgeſſes to ſerve in parliament for 
the ſaid borough of New Shoreham. 
And it is further enafted, That the right of 
election of a member or members to ſerve in par- 
liament for the ſaid borough of New Shorcham 
ſhall be, and is hereby declared to be, in ſuch 
freeholders as aforeſaid, and in'the perſons who, 

| by the cuſtom and uſage of the ſaid borough, 
have, or ſhall hereafter have, a right to vote at 
ſuch election; thoſe whoſe names are mentioned 
herein, and incapacitated and diſabled by this act, 

only excepted: and the conſtable, or other pro- | 
per officer for the time being, to whom the re- 
turn of ſuch writ or precept does belong, is here- 
by required to return the perſon or perfons, to 
ſerve in parliament for the ſaid borough, who 
ſhall have the major number of votes of ſuch 
freeholders and other perſons having a right to 
vote at ſuch eleftion (except ſuch perſbhs as are 
. herein before excepted) ; 0 law or ufaget to the 
contrary notwithſtanding.” 

The right of eleQion being now extended by 
the above at to about twelve hundred freehol- 
ders of the rape of Bramber, the arts of corrup- 

| | tion 
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tion have been defeated; the borough has ſince 
been repreſented by independent country gentle. 
men, and every election has been conduRted with 
conſtitutional decorum. The practical experi- 
ment that has been tried here, and at Cricklade, 
of the advantages which would attend a parlia- 
mentary reform, or even a fimilar disfranchiſe- 
ment of the corrupt and decayed boroughs, is a 
complete refutation of every objeRion that has 
been urged againſt that important meaſure. 
RrentT or ELECTION—121 Geo. III. c. g,{ 6. 
{To be publicly read before they proceed to election 
Is in ſuch frecholders, and in the perſons who, 
by the cuſtom and uſage of the ſaid borough, had 
a right to vote at ſuch election (fſixty-nine per- 25 
ſons in this att particularly named, freeholders 
of che faid borough, always and only excepted). 
ReTuRx1ING DFFricers—The conſtables, 
NumMBER OF VOTERS—1200. 1 


BR AMBER. 


TPotricat cnatacttr— This borough, which 
conſiſts of fix-and-thirty miſerable thatched cot- 
tages, is compoſed of two interſections of a ftreet, 
the upper and middle parts of which conſtitute 
the borough of Steyning. The Duke of Norfolk 
is lord of the manor in both places; and the con- 
ſtables, 
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ſtables, who are the returning officers in each 
borough, are choſen at his courts-leet ; but the 
fix-and-thirty cottages, which are burgage-holds, 


and give the right of voting to the tenants, are 


one half of them the property of the duke of 
| Rutland, and the other of Sir Henry Gough Cal- 
thorpe, Bart. who, ſince the year 1786, have each 
agreed to ſend one member. 
In 1786 there was a conteſt between the two 
| Proprietors of this borough; when a tenant of 
one of theſe miſerable cottages had the fortitude 
and integrity to reſiſt the offer of a thouſand 
pounds to influence his apoſtaly and we are 
happy to have it in our power to add, that this 
fact is authenticated by unimpeachable authority. 
From the year 1298 to 1472 this borough was 
joined with Steyning in the writs for eletdting 
burgeſſes to ſerve. in parliament ; ſince which 
time they have elected as different boroughs. 
RicuT OF ELECTION—1703, 18 Jan. 10 Mar. 
1715, 1 June. Is in the perſons inhabiting 
' houſes built on ancient foundations, paying ſcot 


and lot. 
. RETURNING b tien . 


NUMBER OF vorERS—g6. 
ProeRIETORS—Duke , of Rutland, 3 Sir | 


Jenry Gough Calthorpe, Bart. 267 = 
Vol. II. M STEYNING. 


(all 


STEYNING. 


Pottricat cxaractterR—This borough, toge- 
ther with that. of Bramber, conſiſts of one ſtreet, 
not more than two thirds as large as Grub- ſtreet 
in London; but conſtituting two boroughs, with a 
right of ſending four members to parliament ! ! ! 
They formerly elected in conjunction, and inter- 
mitted till gz Henry VI. One part of Bramber 
is in the centre of the borough of Steyning, and 

@a part of Steyning interſeQs Bramber in like 
manner. Inveloped in the dark cloud of legal 
quibble and intricacy, they preſent us, like all 
the rotten boroughs, with a finiſhed picture of 
political deformity ; irregular in their diftriQs, 
unintelligible in their conſtitutions, indefinite in 
their rights, corrupt in the exerciſe of their func- 
tions, contradictory in their reſpective organiza- 
tions, and adverſe to the ancient eſtabliſhed prin- 
ciples of the conſtitution, and the rights of men. 

The right of election has been the ſubje& of 
litigation in this place for near a century, and 
has lately received a final deciſion from a com- 
mittee conſtituted under the authority of 28 Geo. 
III. to determine the ſame, upon an appeal from 
a contrary determination the preceding year. 

In 1704 the right was determined to be in the 

| inhabitants 
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inhabitants paying ſcot and lot, and not receiv- 
ing alms; | 
In 1720, to be in the guns and houſchol- 
ders (inhabitants) paying ſcot and lot; 

In 1791, to be in the inhabitants of ancient 
houſes, and houſes built on the ſcites of ancient 
foundations, within the borough of Steyning, 
being houſeholders, paying ſcot and EG and not 


4 


receiving alms. 

In 1792, the ſeled committee appointed to try 
and determine the merits of the petition of James 
Martin Lloyd, Eſq. and others, reſolved, 

That no perſon has a right to vote at an 
election for members to ſerve in parliament for 
the borough of Stey ning, in reſpect of any houſes 
within the borough of Bramber, the tything of 
Bidlington, or the manors of Charlton or King's 
Barns. 

The ſaid ſele& committee, at the 8 1 by 
alſo determined, ; 

That the. right of election of members to ſerve | 
in parliament for the borough of Steyning, in the 5 
county of Suſſex, is in the conſtable and houſe- 
holders, inhabitants within the ſaid borough, 
paying ſcot and lot, and not receiving alms. 
The houſes built on ancient foundations are all 
the 99 of Sir John Honey wood; the reſt 
M 2 8 | 
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delong to che duke of Norfolk: und as thoſe of | 
a general deſcription are more numerous, the 
reſolution of 1792, repealing that of 1791, 
changes the patron, and gives that influence to 
the duke of Norfolk, which the former gave to 
Sir John Honeywood. 

The reſolution of 1791 ouſted Mary Howard, 
Eſq. the preſent member for Arundel, who had 
a majority of the houſeholders paying ſcot and 
Tot, and declared John Curtis, Eſq. who had 
only the votes of thoſe perſons who inhabited 
houſes built on ancient foundations, duly elected. 

The reſolution of 1792 eftabliſhed the right 
of the houſcholders, and conſequently repealed 
the reſolution of the former year. 

Theſe contradictory reſolutions have been 
productive of the ſame parliamentary incon- 
KHſtency which diſtinguiſhed the borough of 
Saltaſi: in the laſt parliament. Mr. Ambler ob- 
tained his ſcat for that place by the deciſion of 
a committee in 1786, againſt the petition of 
| hors Strathaven, and the fame Mr. Curtis, who 
has now ſucceeded at Steyning, on the right of 
the corporation to ele the members for that 
borough. In 1787, Mr. Lemon, the petitioner, 
by the determination of a ſecond committee, 
. Tpp:ntec to try the {ame queſtion, ſucceeded 

on 
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on me votes of the burgage-holders, and ouſted 
the earl of Mornington, the ſitting member, who 
had been elected by the corporation. 

„ Thus two members were ſitting in the 
« houſe of commons, at the ſame time, and for 
te the ſame borough, upon the right of different 
« deſcriptions of eleftors, who had each of 
« them been deemed ineligible in the ſame * 
« liament.” 5 

This is exactly the caſe with the repreſenta- 
tives of this borough. The inhabitants of 
houſes built on ancient foundations, and the 
inhabitants in general, have each been declared 
to have the right of election; and a member, 
choſen by each deſcription of voters, has been 
ſeated and ouſted in the preſent parliament. 
This place firſt ſent to parliament 4 Edw. II. 
and after intermitted ſending (as Bramber had 
done before) till 31 Hen. VI. 

RxETURNIxG OFFICER—The conſtable. 

NUMBER OF VOTERS—About 100. | 

ProekIETORS—Duke of Norfolk, and Sir 
John Honeywood. 


0 
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EAST GRINSTEAD. 


Poitticat cnaracteR—The right of voting 
formerly was allowed to be, by a reſolution of 
the houſe of commons, in the inhabitants as well 


as burgage-holders ; but by a ſubſequent one it 


is confined to the latter deſcription of perſons 


only. The burgage-holds here are in number 
thirty-ſix; twenty-nine of which are the pro- 

perty of the duke of Dorſet; and the remain- 

ing ſeven belong to perſons reſiding in the 
place. This minority is ſo inconſiderable, that 
no oppoſition can be made to the duke's inte- 
. reſt. If indeed the laſt reſolution of the houſe. 
of commons was reſcinded, and the right of 
election leſt where it was, previous to that de- 
termination, an attempt to ſhake off the ariſto- 
cratic yoke might then be as ſucceſsful as it 
would be commendable; but it would be, in 
the preſent ſtate of things, both ridiculous and 
impolitic to attempt it. 

The county aſſizes are generally held here. 
John Sackville, carl of Dorſet, in the reign of 
king James I. built an hoſpital here, and en- 
dowed it with g3ol. a year, for the ſupport of 


thirty-one poor perſons of this town, 


The 
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The firſt return of this borough i is anno 1 Ed- | 
ward II. | 
| RicurT or ELECTION—1679, April 7. Being 
an ancient borough by preſcription, the in- 
habitants, as well as the burgage-holders 9 
the ſaid borough, have a right to vote in 
elections. . | | 
1695, Feb. g. Is not in the burgage-holders 
and inhabitants of the ſaid borough: — — 
Is in the burgage-holders only. 
 NumBER OF VOTERS—36. 
RerTurNinG OFFICER—The bailiff, choſen at 
the duke of Dorſet's court-leet:- 
PxorRIETOR— Duke of Dorſet. 


f 
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| PotITICAL CHARACTER—This borough was 
under the influence of Sir George Colebrooke, 
in the days of his affluence; fince which time 
its repreſentation has been an object of conteſt, 
till 1784, when an agreement took place be- 
tween the, electors and the duke of Norfolk, 
whoſe ancient and venerable caſtle is near the 
| town, that each party ſhould name one of its 
members. The corporation are in the intereſt. 
of the duke, who has likewiſe built a magnifi- 
” M 4 cent 
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cent inn, and has a conſiderable property i in this = 
borough and its neighbourbood. | __ | 


In 1780, a petition being preſented to the 


| houſe of commons by the Hon. Percy Charles 


Wyndham, complaining of the undue eleQtion 
and return of Sir Patrick Crauford, Knt. and 


Thomas Fitzherbert, Eſq. a committee was ap- 
pointed on' the 6th of March, 1781, to try the 
merits of the ſame; when it appeared in evi- 
- dence, that a ſociety exiſted in this borough, 
under the name of the Malt-houſe Club, ſimilar, 
in its inſtitution and practices, to the Chriſtian 
Club at Shorcham; and that the perſons who 
compoſed this club had actually received thirty 
guineas a man for giving their votes at the pre- 
coding election. The evidence did not extend 
to the incapacitation of both the members. 
Mr. Fitzherbert was included in the allegations 
of the petition, but not in the deciſion of the 
committee, who reported to the houſe, on the 
22th of March, 1781, : | | 
That Thomas Fitzherbert, Eſq, was duly 
That Sir Patrick Crauford, Knt. was not duly 
That the Hon. Percy Charles Wyndham, the 
petitioner, was not duly elected. 


A new 


* 
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A new writ was accordingly iſſued, when 
Peter William Baker, Eſq. was unanimouſly 

_ choſen to ſupply the vacancy. | | 
The preſent members are, Henry Howard: 

Eſq. a relation to the duke-of Norfolk, and Sir 

George Thomas, Bart. of Dale-Park, near this 


borough. 

CorrorRaTION—It is governed, under a char- 
ter of queen Elizabeth, by a mayor, and twelve 
burgeſſes. The mayor is annually choſen, and 
is judge at a court-leet of the lord of the manor, 
held every three weeks. He has the authority 
of a juſtice of the peace, though he ſeldom exe- 


cutes the office; he appoints collectors of the tz 


package and ſtallage, ale-conners, and fleſh- 
taſters; no vrit can be executed within the 
borough without his permiſſion. 
Richr or ELECTION—169g, Feb. 22. Is 
only in the inhabitants of the ſaid bm 
paying ſcot and lot. 
NUMBER OF vorn- About 190. 
RETURNING OFFIC xx—The mayor. 


ParRoY— The duke of Norfolk, partially. 
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WARWICK COUNTY. 


Portricat CnaracTtts. 


T ms county, from the opulence and extent 
of its manufaQories, is independent, in a great 
degree, of ariſtocratic controul; but it has 
been the laſt in the kingdom to emancipate itſelf - 
from high- church bigotry, and that ſpirit of per- 
ſecution, which, in proportion to the increaſe of 
learning and ſcience, is now —_— Ry 
in every part of Europe. i 

The late diſgraceful riots in \ this county, and 
thoſe of June: 780, is a humiliating proof, to the 
people of this country, that they do not take the 
lead in the extinQtion of prejudice, or in the ad- 
vancement of literature, the inſeparable compa- 
mions of each other's progreſs. 

The town of Birmingham, from its extent 
population, has ſufficient weight to return one of 
_ the county repreſentatives, which the people of 
that place never fail to avail themſelves of, not- 
withſtanding the indifference that is affected to 
be ſhewn by ſome leading individuals, to the 
advantages they would derive from a perfett 
repreſcntation. . 8 
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Warviekhire is divided into five hundreds, 


containing one city, and thirteen market-towns, 


viz. the city of Coventry, Atherſton, Aulceſter, 


Birmingham, Bitford, Coleſhill, Henley, Kine- 
ton, Nuneaton, Rugby, Southam, Stratford, Sut- 


ton-Cofield, and Warwick. It lies in the pro- 
vince of Canterbury, partly in the dioceſe of 


Litchfield and Coventry, and partly in that of 
. Worceſter ; and has one hundred and fifty-eight 


pariſhes. It ſends fix members to parliament, 


namely, two knights of the ſhire for the county, 
two citizens for the. city of Coventry, and two | 


burgeſſes for the town of Warwick, 


' WARWICK TOWN. 


| PorITICAL CHARACTER—The right of elec- 


tion in this borough, according to the firſt re- 


ſolution of the houſe of commons, was in the 


commonalty, which in the caſes of Colcheſter, 
- Boſton, Bridport, and this place, has been ex- 


| plained to be houſekeepers paying ſcot and lot; 


though, in the caſe of Pool, the ſame word was 


defined to be the ſeledt burgeſſes only. There 


have been frequent ſtruggles here for ſuperi- 


ority between the earl of Warwick, of Warwick- 


caſtle, adjoining to this town, and the inde- 


pendent party. In [FED and in 1784, the Hon. ; 


C. F. 


K 
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C. F. Greville, and Robert Ladbroke, Eſq. were 

returned to repreſent this town in parliament, 
in oppoſition to his lordſhip's intereſt. At the 


Jaſt general election, however, in 1790, thoſe | 


gentlemen conceived that the earl of Warwick's 
influence had increaſed to a great degree; in 
conſequence of which they were induced to 
decline an oppoſition to it, which would have 
been attended with the certainty of much ex- 
pence, and the uncertainty of being finally ſuc- 
cesful. Lord Arden, and Henry Gage, Eſq. 
now lord viſcount Gage, both in the earl's 
intereſt, were returned without a conteſt. Upon 
Mr. Gage's ſucceeding to his uncle's title, the 
Hon. Mr. Villiers was propoſed. by his lord- 
ſhip's friends; and Mr. Knight, by the inde- 
pendent party. Mr. Villiers obtained a ma- 
zority on the poll, over Mr. Knight, of nearly 
two to one. The latter gentleman petitioned 
parliament, in which he complained of the un- 
due influence which had been uſed againſt him 
at the time of election, &c. but upon a trial 
before a committee the former eſtabliſhed his 
__ _ Conroration—This is a very ancient cor- 
poration, being made a mayor town by Queen | 
Mary, in the year 1554, and re-incorporated by 
| 55 King 
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King charles II. under whoſe charter it is at 
preſent governed by a mayor, a recorder, twelve 
aldermen or brethren, and twenty-four bur- 
geſſes or common-councilmen. 
The county aſſizes and general quarter. ſeſions 
are held in this town. | 
RIcHT or ELECTION—1628, 3 May. Is in 
the commonalty of the ſaid town. 
1722, 3t Jan. Is in ſuch perſons only as pay 
to church and poor of the ſaid borough. 
- NUMBER OF VOTERS—J91. | 
RETURNING OFFICER—The mayor. 
Parron—The earl of Warwick. 


COVENTRY. 


- PorrTicaL CHARACTER—A ſingular cafe oc- 
curred at the election for this city in 1780, 
Mr. Roe Yeo and Mr. Holroyd were candidates 
in the intereſt of adminiſtration; and Sir Thomas 
Halifax and Thomas Rogers, Eſq. were ſup- 
ported by the corporation of Coventry, in op- 
poſition to thoſe gentlemen. On the 9th day 
of September the election commenced, and the 
poll was opened and conducted in a peaceable 
and orderly manner for about the ſpace of half 
an hour, when upwards of five hundred perſons, 

LR | who. 
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who were not ſreemen or inhabitants of this city, 
tumultuouſly aſſembled together at the place 
of election, with a blue flag carried before 
| them; and having blue and white cockades in 
their hats, the badges by which the party of 
Roe Yeo and Holroyd were diſtinguiſhed, and 
there beat and ill treated all the eleQors who 
came to vote for Halifax and Rogers, and ſo 
impeded and obſtrufted the voters, that the 
ſtheriffs adjourned the poll to the Monday fol- 
lowing, being the eleventh of the ſaid month of 
September, and continued the ſame, by divers 
adjournments, from day to day, to the 18th of 
the ſaid month, in order that the eleQion might 
be made; but the poll was impeded, from time 
to time, by like tumults and affaults; and 
though the magiſtrates had appointed two hun- 
dred and thirty additional conſtables to pre- 
ſerve the peace, and to open a free acceſs for 
the voters on both ſides to come and poll, yet 
no more than cighty-three, out of two thouſand 
could give their votes: for which reaſon the 
ſheriffs could not cauſe to be elected two 


citizens, according to the form and effect of 


the writ. 
The theriffs having certified the above to the 


houke of commone, on the Exth. tay of No- 


vember | 
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tins following, they were ordered to attend 
the houſe on the 23d of the ſame month. 

A petition of Sir Thomas Halifax, and Thomas 
Rogers, Eſq. of ſimilar import, was preſented to 
the houſe on the 20th of the ſame month; 
which was ordered to be taken into conſidera- 
tion on the ſame day that the ſheriffs were to 
attend; as was another petition of certain 


electors in the intereſt of Sir Thomas Halifax 


and Mr. Rogers. 

A petition of Edward Ris Yeo, Eſq. and 
John Baker Holroyd, Eſq. was alſo preſented on 
the ſame day, ſtating, that the ſheriffs, who are 


choſen by the mayor and aldermen, and were 
the declared friends and partiſans of their op- 


ponents, Sir Thomas Halifax, and Thomas 
Rogers, Eſq. had ſhewn the moſt flagrant par- 
tiality to thoſe gentlemen, by conſtructing the 
poll-booth in ſuch a manner as to allow a 
commodious acceſs, through the mayor's par- 
lour, to the voters in the intereſt of Halifax and 


Rogers, while the agents and friends of the pe- 


titioner were obliged to aſcend by a ladder; 
and enumerating a variety of other charges, to 


ſhew the groſs e and W conduct of 


the ſheri fs. 


This petition WAS alſo ordered to be taken 


into 
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imo conſideration with all the former. - A new 
writ having been iſſued on the 21ſt Nov. fol. 
lowing, petitions were again preſented from Mr. 
Roe Yeo, and Mr. Holroyd, complaining, that 
in the interval of time between the general 
election and the 29th day of November, when a 
fecond election was had in purſuance of the 
above writ, a great number of freemen were 
legally admitted to the freedom of the ſaid city, 
who bad no right to ſuch freedom, and without 
paying the uſual fees on admiſſion, on condition 
of their undertaking to vote, at the ſaid election, 
for Sir Thomas Halifax, and Thomas Rogers, 
Eq. and that a great number of perſons duly 
intitled to be admitted to the freedom of the 
faid city, demanded in the uſual manner to be 
fo admitted, being ready to produce the evi- 
dence of their titles, and to pay the uſual fees, 
but were refuſed to be admitted, becauſe they 
were believed to be in the intereſt of the pe- 
titioners; and that, at the ſaid laſt election, after 
the poll had laſted near three weeks, almoſt all 
the legal freemen having then voted, and when 
it was known that there would be a large ma- 
jority of votes in favour of the petitioners, a 
great number of perſons were, on Monday the 
a8th, and Wedneſday the 2oth of December 
; | | | laſt, 
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laſt, in a fraudulent and clandeſtine manner, ad | 


mitted to the freedom of the ſaid city, although 
the ſaid perſons had no title to ſuch freedom, 
and were known, by the members of the cor- 


poration, who compoſed the council-chambers 


at which they were admitted, to have no title; 
and without paying the accuſtomed fees, or 
any fees, on condition of their' voting for the 
ſaid Sir Thomas Halifax, and Thomas Rogers, 


allegations, of the returning officers admitting 
theſe freemen to poll who were not duly qua- 
| lified, and rejefting others who were ſo quali- 
fied; and of the ſaid candidates, Sir Thomas 
Halifax, and Thomas Rogers, Eſq. having, by 
themſelves, or agents, been we of bri- 
bery, Kc. | | 
A fimilar petition wis preſented from ſeveral 


of the freemen in the intereſt of Mr. Roe Yeo 


and Mr. Holroyd, which were both ordered to 


be taken into conſideration on Thurſday the 


ith day of F ebruary, 1781. | 
On the giſt of January, 1781, Thomas Noxon 

and Thomas Butler, late ſheriffs of Coventry, 

were brought to the bar of the houſe of com- 
Vol. II. 5 N „„ mons, 


The above petition alſo contained the uſual 
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mons, and had leave to be heard by . in 
their juſtification. 5 

A petition of Edward Roe Yeo, Eſq. and 
Jobn Baker Holroyd (now lord Sheffield, of the 
kingdom of Ircland), and alſo of ſeveral free- 
men of the city of Coventry, on behalf of them- 
felves and others, complaining of the conduct 
of the ſaid ſheriffs, being read to the ſaid 
Thomas Noxon and Thomas Butler, leave was 
given them to be heard by counſel againſt the 
charges in the ſaid petition, and the counſel for 
the petitioners ordered to proceed in * of 
the allegations of their petition. 

Orders were made for ſixty- nine witneſſes to 
attend in ſupport of the charges againſt the 
ſheriffs ; and the matter had a full inveſtigation, 
aker various adjournments, on the 15th of 
March, 178: ; when the order of the day being 
read for the attendance of Mr. Thomas Noxon 
and Mr. Thomas Butler, late ſheriffs of the city 
of Coventry, and for taking into further con- 
Edecration the ſeveral petitions preſented to this 
houſe upon the goth day of November laſt, re- 
lating to the return made by the ſaid ſheriffs at 
the laſt general election; 
The faid ſheriffs, and the much for lord 


Scflicld and Mr. Roc Yeo, and for the ſeveral 


freemen 
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treemen of the city of Coventry, who have pe- 
titioned this houſe, complaining of the conduct 
of the ſaid ſheriffs, were called in; | 

And the ſheriffs acquainted the houſe, That 
the counſel they had applied to had not time to 
prepare himſelf to undertake their defence. 

Then one of the counſel for lord Sheffield 
and Mr. Roe Yeo, and for the ſeveral freemen 
of the city of Coventry, who have petitioned this 
- houſe, complaining. of the conduct of the ſaid 
 ſheriffs, ſummed up their evidence: 

And the ſheriffs being aſked by Mr. Speaker, 
What they had to fay in juſtification of their not 
having made any return of members to ſerve in 
parliament, at the laſt general election; and in 
anſwer to the matters charged againſt them in 
the petitions of lord Sheffield and Mr. Roe 
Veo, and of the ſeveral freemen of the city of 
Coventry, who have petitioned this houle, com- 
plaining of their conduct: 

The ſaid ſheriffs were heard; and, having 15 
fired that their under-ſheriff, who attended as 
their agent, might examine the witneſſes who 
had been ordered to attend ho houſe on To 


. behalf; 


The ſaid agent was called in; and, at the 


bar, examined the ſeveral witneſſes who were 
Ne attending, 
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attending, in juſtification of the conduQ of the 
And the ſaid agent having ſubmitted to the 
houſe, That the ſaid ſheriffs had till ſeveral other 
witnefſes, but that they were now at Coventry, 
and that they therefore defired further time, in 
order to have an opportunity to ſummon 1 laid 
witneſſes ; 

The faid ſheriffs and chele's agent, and the ſaid 
counſel, were directed to withdraw. 

And a motion being made, and the queſtion 
being put, © That the further attendance of the 
* ſaid ſhcriffs, and the further conſideration of 
* the feveral pctitions relative to the return made 
* by them for the city of Coventry, at the laſt 

« general election, be adjourned till this day 

* ſ©nnight :* 

It paſſed in the negative. 

Then the ſaid ſheriffs and their agent, and the 
faid counſel, were again called in; - 

And the ſheriffs having acquainted the ate, 
that they had not any other witneſſes to produce, 
the faid ſheriffs and their agent, and the ſaid 
counſel, were again directed to withdraw. 

 Rejolved, * That it appears to this houſe, that 
at the laſt general election of citizens to 
* ſerve in parliament for the city of Coven- 


6 try, 
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* try, Thomas Noxon and Thomas Butler, 
* the ſheriffs, who were the returning offi- 
« cers at the ſaid election, were not prevent- 
« ed, by riots or otherwiſe, from making a 
« return of members to ſerve 1 in e 
| « for the ſaid city:“ 
"""— nem. con. © That the ſaid Thomas 
« Noxon and Thomas Butler, late ſheriffs of 
the ſaid city of Coventry, not having made 
« any return of members to ſerve in parlia- 
< ment, at the late general election, for the 
« ſaid city, are thereby guilty of a high vio- 
© lation of the law, and a groſs breach of 
< the privileges of this houſe.” 
A motion was made, and the queſtion. being 
propoſed, © That the ſaid Thomas Noxon and 
e Thomas Butler be, for their ſaid offence, com- 
«© mitted to his majeſty's gaol of Newgate, and 
« that Mr. Speaker do iſſue his warrants accord- 
"mM * ingly; po. os 
An amendment was propoſed to be made to 
the queſtion, by leaving out the words, © his 
4 majeſty's gaol of Newgate,” and inſerting the 
words, © the cuſtody of the ſerjeant at arms at- 
* tending this houſe,” inſtead thereof. 
| And ow e being put, chat the words, 
N 3 OE 5 K his 
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In majaldy's gaol of Newgate,” ſtand part of 
the queſtion ; 
It was reſolyed in the affirmative. 
Then the main queſtion being put; 
Ordered, That the ſaid Thomas Noxon and 
* Thomas Butler be, for their ſaid offence, 
committed to his majeſty's gaol of New- 
gate; and that Mr. Speaker do iſſue his 
«* warrants accordingly.” 
On the 26th day of March the ſaid ſheriffs 
preſemed a petition to the houſe, ſetting forth, 
that they had been found guilty of a high elit. 
tion of the law, and a groſs breach of the privi- 
leges of the houſe, for not having made any re- 
turn of members to ſerve in parliament at the laſt 
general cletilion for the city of Coventry; and 
+ that they were thoroughly ſenſible of the great 


begged pardon of the houſe for the ſame. | 
They were accordingly ordered to be brought 
pp to the bar, the next day, when they were re- 
primanded by the ſpeaker, and diſcharged. 
A committee was appointed, on the 15th of 
February, to try the merits of the petition of 
Mr. Roc Yeo and lord Sheffield, againſt the re- 
* ol Sir * Halifax, and Thomas Rogers, 
Elq, 


offence they had been guilty of, and humbly | 
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Eſq. who reported, on the 27th of che laid month, 
that the petitioners were duly electee. 

Mr. Elwes, the chairman of the committee, al 
ſo reported, © That it appeared, that much parti- 
« ality and fraud was uſed in the admiſſion of 
« perſons to the freedom of the city of Coventry, 
during the laſt election in that city. The com- | 
« mittee are of opinion, that it would be expe- 
« dient, in order to prevent the like fraudulent 
* practice for the future, chat a bill ſhould be 
* brought in for that purpoſe.” _ _ 

A bill was accordingly brought in, on n the ith 
of March, for better regulating elettions of citi- 
Zens to fit in parliament for the city of Coven- 
try; which was paſſed into a law on the 14th of 
May, and received the royal 1 on the oo of 
July following. 

This city is not under immediate influence, 
and might be perfectly independent in the choice 
of its members, if the preſent deſtructive mode 
of treating was aboliſhed. 

It is worthy of remark, that the caſe of Hindon 
_ affords us the only inſtance, in the preſent reign, 
of a proſecution being ordered by the houſe of 
commons againſt any candidate for bribery ; and 
. that the-Coventry caſe is the only one which oc- 
1 in the ſame period of time, of a returning 


85 4 | officer 
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officer being puniſhed for partiality. In both 


- cafes the parties were in TR to govern. 
ment. 


This city, which was made a mayor-town by 
Edward III. and a county of itſelf by Henry 
VI. having returned to the four firſt parliaments 
of Edward I. intermitted ſending members, 
except 8 Edward II. and 20, 25, Edward III. 
ull gz Henry VI. 

__ Conrorartion—By charter of James I. it is 
governed by a mayor, recorder, two ſheriffs, ten 

 aldermen, thirty-one ſuperior, and twenty-five 
| Inferior common-councilmen. 

Ricur or £LECTION—1701, February 24. 
The freemen of Coventry receiving alms or 
charity, have no right to vote. 

1708, March 1. Is in ſuch perſons who hw 
ſerved apprenticeſhips for ſeven years within the 
city, to one and the ſame trade, not receiving 

Perſons receiving Sir Thomas White's gift, 
are thereby diſabled from giving their votes. 

It paſſed in the negative. | | 

1708, March 3. Perſons receiving Mr, 
Wheatley*s gift not diſabled. 

1711, March 13. The members of the Ful- 
lers company have a * to vote, being free- 

men, 


i 
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men, and not receiving alms or weekly charity; 
and all ſuch freemen as do not receive alms, 
and have ſerved ſeven years apprenticeſhip in 
the city or ſuburbs, who do not receive alms or 
| weekly charity. EE | 
1722, November 20. In ſuch freemen as 
have ſerved ſeven years apprenticeſhip: to one 
and the ſame trade, in the ſame city or the ſu- 
burbs thereof, and do not receive alms or 
weekly charity; ſuch freemen being duly ſworn. 
and enrolled. 
NUMBER OF VOTERS—2400, 
RETURNING OorFIcERS— The ſheriffs. 


* 


WESTMOREL AND. 


PoLITICAL CHARACTER. 


Tunis ſmall county is as much under the 
command of an individual, as the moſt rotten 
| borough in the kingdom. The great eſtates . 
which the earl of Lonſdale poſſeſſes, are ſuffi- 
cient to procure a paſſive obedience to dictato- 
rial authority of his lordſhip. The moſt ſpirited 
efforts of the few independent freeholders, in 
ſupport of their rights, would here be inefficient ; 

| nor 
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nor can any oppoſition to the above nobleman's 
nomination of members to repreſent it in par- 
Rament, be productive even of a probability of 
This county conſiſts of two diviſions; the 
barony of Weſtmoreland, ſometimes called the 
Bottom, and the barony of Kendal. The 
| barony of Weſtmoreland, which includes the 
north part of the county, is an open, champaign 
country, twenty miles long and fourteen broad, 
conſiſting of arable and paſture land. The 
barony of Kendal, which is ſo called from the 
town of that name, comprehends the ſouth part 
of that county, and is yery mountainous : it has, 
however, fruitful vallies; and even many of the 
mountains yield paſture for ſheep and cattle, 
while others are not only barren, but ſeem 
formed of rocks, thrown together by the hand 
of diſcord, and frightful deſerts, laid waſte by 
the piercing ſtorms of the north. 
With reſpe& to the civil and eccleſiaſtical 
divifions, cach of them are divided into two 
wards, and each ward into conſtablewicks, the 
number of which does not appear. It 1s re- 
markable, that it was never divided, cither into 
hundreds, wapentakes, or rapes, like other coun- 
ties; the reaſon of which is ſuppoſed to be, 
| | becauſe” 
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becaufe the inhabitants paid no ' ſubſidies, they 
having been thought ſufficiently charged, in 
being obliged to defend that part of the king- 
dom againſt the Scots. It is ſeated in the pro- 
vince of York: that part which is called the 
barony of Weſtmoreland, is comprehended in 
the dioceſe of Carliſle; and the other part, cal- 


led the barony of Kendal, in the dioceſe of 


_ Cheſter; both baronies containing thirty-two 
large pariſhes. It has no city, and only contains 
eight market-towns, viz. Ambleſide, Appleby, 
Brough, Burton, Kendal, Kirkby-Lonſdale, Kirk- 
by-Steven, and Orton. It ſends only four 
members to parliament, . two, knights of the ſhire 
for the county, and two burgeſſes for the 
borou gh of . 


AppLEBV. 


- POLITICAL CHARACTER—The right of voting 


in this borough, although there is no ſpecial reſo- 
lution of the houſe of commons concerning it, 
is admitted to be in burgage-tenure. Theſe 
- burgage-holds are now the property of the earl 


of Lonſdale and the earl of Thanet. Hog-ſties 


have been deemed frecholds here, and pur- 


l chaſed by the Thanet and Lonſdale families, 5 


| N 1 a price exceeding all ener, The conten- 


tion | 
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tion between theſe two families has given the 
borough its only conſequence; but they have 
now agreed, that each ſhall ſend one member. 
The <leQtors of this place, therefore, fit down 
quietly, to be repreſented by a hog or a horſe, 
as its noble proprietors ſhall think moſt proper. 
ConronArton— It is governed by a mayor, 

recorder, twelve aldermen, two . and fix- 
teen capital burgelles. 


Ricnr or Azcrion—Is in the burgage 


Holders. 


Nous or verans—Neminally, in about 
one hundred burgage-tenures, which are now 
the property of two individuals. . 
RZrunxtNd orricgx— The mayor. 
Paoratzrons— The carl of Thanet and the 
earl of Lonſdale. 


—ʒ' —— —«ĩ——ů— 
WI TSHIRE. 


Portrical CHARACTER, 


Tims couny pollefier all that fpirit of inde- 

pendence for which the neighbouring county of 
Somerſet is fo remarkably eminent. The free- 

holders and yeomen are as independent in their 
minds as in their fortunes ; and a combination 
| of 
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of thoſe, who call themſelves the great men of 


the county, to deprive them of their conſtitu- 5 
tional privileges of electing their own repreſen- 
tatives, vill only tend to expoſe the inability 


and arbitrary principles of the one party, and 
the manly exertions and ability of the other, 
when exerciſed in ſupporting their rights. About 


twenty years ago, Mr. Herbert, now earl of Car- 


narvon, was propoſed as one of the candidates 
to repreſent this county in parliament; in which 


he was ſupported by the whole ariſtocracy in 
it. The independent freeholders could not help 


feeling an honourable. reſentment at ſuch an 
arbitrary meaſure, the intention of which was 
to render their ſuffrages of no effe@; they 
therefore immediately oppoſed to that candidate 
Ambroſe Goddard, Eſq. one of their own body; 


and, after a poll of ſeveral days, WE was | 


declared for them in his favour. | 
This county, which conſiſts of two. parts, 


north and ſouth, is divided into twenty-nine 


hundreds, containing three hundred and four 
pariſhes, the city of Saliſpury, and twenty-three 
market-towns. It ſends thirty-four members to 
parliament, viz. two knights of the ſhire, two 
citizens for Saliſbury, and two burgeſſes for 
cach of the — places; Chippenham, 


Calne, 2 


. 
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_ Calne, Cricklade, Devizes, Heytefbury, Hindoi 
Downton, Great Bedwin, Marlborough, Malmeſ- 


bury, Luggerſhal, Weſtbury, Wilton, Wotton | 


SALISBURY. 
PoLttTICAL CHARACTER—It is equal in popu- 
tation to Wincheſter; but, like that city, Bath, 
Port{mouth, Plymouth, Andover, Poole, Tiver- 
ton, Banbury, and many other large towns, has 
no ſhare in electing the democratic branch of 
the legiſlature, but what is exerciſed by its cor- 
poration, conſiſting of a mayor, twenty-three 
aldermen, and thirty common-council. This 
excluſion from conſtitutional rights, places the 
inhabitants of theſe towns, in common with all 
the unrepreſented part of the kingdom, in a 
fituation not to be envied by the ſubjects of any 
other nation. If freedom conſiſts in eleting 
our own legiſlators, and in delegating to them 
the authority by which we are to be governed, 
thoſe perſons who are not allowed the exerciſe 
of this privilege, taſte as little of the ſweets of 
liberty, as where the will of mankind is ſubjeR 
w an abſolute monarch, or an unlimitted ariſ- 
wocracy. | 
ide carl of Radnor, who is recorder of this 


City, Ts 
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eity, has the principal intereſt with the eorpora- 
tion, who uſually elett one of his lordſhip's rela- 
tions for their repreſentative. | 


CoxroxATIONIt was firſt incorporated _ 


King Henry III. and afterwards by Queen 
Anne, and conſiſts of a mayor, recorder, twenty- 
three aldermen, and thirty common-council- 


men. 


RicuT OF.ELECTION——t68g, April 1 Is in 


the mayor and corporation. 
NUMBER OF VOTERS—54. 
PaATROY— Earl of Radnor, only: | 


WILTON. 


PoLiTicaL onanacrer—This n on 


account of its vicinity to the feat of che earl of 
Pembroke, is entirely under his lordſhip's in- 


fluence. The right of eleQian is in the corpo- 
ration; conſiſting: of a mayor, recorder, five 
aldermen, three capital burgeſſes, and eleven 
common-councilmen. . Theſe are all in the 


intereſt, of his lordſhip; an oppoſition to which 
would be attended only with expence; ſo that 


his nomination of the members to repreſent it in 
parliament is final and commanding. 


The county courts are. uſually held bere, and 


the knights of the ſhire choſen. 5 
Congo Arlox 
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Conronarrox—By charter of Henry VIII. 
i conſiſts of a mayor, recorder, five aldermen, 
three capital burgeſſes, and eleven common- 

Rienr or tlrcrion— 15702, November 28. 
The cledtion of any perſon to be a burgeſs of 
Wilton, who has not taken the ſacrament of the 
Lord's-ſupper, according to the rites of the 
church of England, within one year before ſuch 
__eiction, is a void election. 

1910, March 17. Agreed to be in the mayor 
and burgeſſes, who are to do all corporate aQts, 
and receive the ſacrament. 

NumntRr or VOTERS—24. 

Rerurxxixc orricex—The mayor. 

Patzox—Earl of Pembroke. 
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PoLtTicai. CHARACTER—The right of elec- 
tion in this borough is in the burgage-holders. 
The tenares, which give this privilege, are all 
the property of the families of the earl of Rad- 
nor, or of Robert Shaftoe, Eſq. between whom 
an oppoſition has ſubſiſted for many years. | 

This conteſt has cauſed a petition to parlia- 
ment at every elettion fince the _—_ of the 
Grenville a8. . 


The 
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* The firſt was tried in 1773, in which Sir 
Philip Hales, and John Cooper, Eſq. were peti- 
tioners on the Shaftoe intereſt, againſt Thomas 
Duncombe, Eſq. and Thomas Dummer, Eſq. 
| Hitting members on the Radnor intereſt ; in which 
the Shaftoe intereſt was ſuceeſsſul. 

The ſecond was tried in February 1780, on 
the petition of Robert Shaftoe, Eſq. on his own 
intereſt, againſt the Hon. Bartholomew Bouverie, 
on that of his brother the earl of r in 
2 which Mr. Shaftoe was ſucceſsful. 
The third was tried in March 178143 in which 5 
John Saunders, Eſq. and Alexander Hume, Eſq. 
were petitioners, and Robert Shaftoe, Eſq. and 
the Hon. Henry Seymour Conway, Eſq. were 
ſitting members; when the ä intereſt was 

again ſuccesful. 

Ihe fourth was tried in june wind July 1784, 
when there was a double return ; Mr. Shaftoe, 
and the Hon. H. S. Conway, upon the Shaftoe 
intereſt ; and the Hon. Edward Bouverie, and 
the preſent Sir William Scott, on the Radnor 
intereſt; when Mr. Shaftoe was declarcd duly 
elected, and the eleQtion void with reſpect to a 
ſecond member. 5 | 

The fifth petition was in conſequence of the 
above vacancy, when a double return again 

Vos II. ; x . took 
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wok place: the Hon. E. Bouverie, in the Rad- 


nor intereſt, and the Hon. H. S. Conway, in the 
Shaftoe intereſt; when the Shaftoe party was 
again facceſsful. 

The fixth petition was at the laſt general 
eleftion, in 1990, which was tried the enſuing 


_ year, when Mr. Shaftoe and his colleague peti= 


tioned againſt the return of the Hon. Bartho- 
lomew Bouveric, and Sir William Scott, who 
had been returned on the Radnor intereſt; 
when that*intereſt, for the ſecond time, became 
fuccefsful. - | 

The number of legal votes in this borough do 


not appear to be above twenty. Sir Philip 
Hales, and Mr. Cooper, in 1975, were declared 
duly cleftcd with eleven, and ten votes; but they 
are ſometimes ſplit into four times that num- 


The right is admitted to be in perſons having 

a frechold intereſt in burgage-tenements, holden 
by a certain rent, fealty, and ſuit of court of 
the Biſhop of Wincheſter, who is lord of the bo- 


_ rough, and paying relicfs on deſcent, and fines 


on alienation. | 
The points at ĩſſue upon theſe ſeveral petitions 
were, ſplitting and occafionality ; and whether 


— the returning officer was the deputy of the 


biſhop  - 


*. 


ä 
\ 


es 
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biſhop of Wincheſter's bailiff, or the deputy of 
the ſteward of the leſſee of the manor; the faid 
manor and borough having been leaſed out for 
lives from the reign of Elizabeth: 

The late Anthony Duncombe, lord Fever- 
| ſham, was proprietor of the greater part of the 
burgages in Downton; to ſome of which he was 
entitled under a ſettlement of Sir Charles Dun= 
combe, the reſt he had purchaſed: Upon his 
death in 1763 with male iſſue, the ſettled eſtate 
deſcended to the late Mr. Duncombe; the re- 
mainder of his eſtates in Downton, he by will 
directed to be ſold for the benefit of his two 
daughters, giving the refuſal of them to the 
Duncombe family, in order to prevent diſputes. 
The preſent earl of Radnor married one of the 
daughters, and Mr. Bowater the other. Mr. 
Duncombe alſo left a daughter, married to Mr. 


R Sfhaftoe, to whom he bequeathed his Downton 


eſtate. The truſts of lord Feverſham's will not 
having been carried into execution, the manner 
in which his truſtees exerted the influence of 
his property, occaſioned a new ſcheme of elec- 
tion in Downton; after the diffolution of the 
| parliament in 1780; for, in the former eleQions, 
the oppoſition to Mr. Duncombe's family had 
not been maintained by the eſtate of lord 

| O 2 | Feverſham, 
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Feverſham, or by any other family intereſt, but 
by the legal objections before-mentioned ; but, 
in the elections of 1784 and 1790, Mr. Shaftoe, 
having the ſtrength of Mr. Duncombe's pro- 
perty, was oppoſed by that of lord Feverſham's, 
which his truſtees employed for that purpoſe. - 
The Biſhop of Wincheſter's bailiff deputy, and 
Sir Philip Hales, the leſſee of the manor, 
| Reward's deputy, mms. 26 echo to act 


as returning officer. 
The former admitted upon his poll. 
For Shaſtoc, — 50 
Conway, — 49 
Bouveric, — 88 
»» 


+ The latter, upon his poll, made the numbers, 
Tor Bouveric, — 44 
—A 
Shaftoe, — 2 
Conway, — 1 
the committee determined, that the diy 
Reward of the leſſee, was the legal returning 
officer. | 5 
To follow this intricate inveſtigation of the 
right of twenty thatched cottages to return two 
members to parliament, would be a waſte of our 
time, and our readers“ patience; nor would 
| 8 
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the volumes, to which we have * our t work; 
admit a report of all the ſix caſes. Should 
not a reform of this ſyſtem of repreſentation 
render this reporting buſineſs premature, we 
ſhall ſoon ſee the caſes of boroughs. without 


_ _ - houſes, and repreſentatives without conſtituents, 


exceed the voluminous bulk of the ſtatutes at 
large. 
RiIchr or ELECTION—1776» Feb, 40 Was 
conſidered, by the counſel on both ſides, i in their 
arguments, to be in perſons having a freehold 
intereſt in burgage tenements, holden by a 
certain rent, fealty, and ſuit of court, of the 
| Biſhop of Wincheſter, who is lord of the bo- 
rough, and paying reliefs on deſcent, and nes 
on alienation. 
1 Dougl. El. 235. There is no determination 

on the right of election. FFF 

NUMBER OF vorkxs About twenty; ſome- 
times ſplit into eighty. 

RETURNING orricgR— The deputy dennis 
of the leſſee of the manor. sg Þir 
. PROPRIETOR—Earl of Rad nor. 


6 Ir 1 ; 5 1. 
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POLITICAL CH aanacrap—The right of cleAion. 
in this borough is in the bailiff and inhabitants 
| | %«öÜͤ—vꝛỹ . 
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paying ſcot and lot; the number of which is 
wo hundred and ten. Shafteſbury, Arundel, 


Stockbridge, and this place, have exhibited the 


moſt flagrant aQts of bribery and corruption, be- 


fore committees of the houſe of commons, near- 


ly fimilar in their circumſtances, and equally in- 


| Jurious in their conſequences, to thoſe which we 


have reported of Shorcham and Cricklade; 
though the two laſt are the only places to which 
an effeQual remedy has been applied, by carry- 
ing the right of ſuffrage to ſuch an extent of diſ- 
wif, as ſhall increaſe the number of voters to a 

The caſe of Hindon is the only one in the pre- 


ſent reign, in which the houſe of commons have 


direted a proſecution againſt the fitting mem- 
bers, or petitioners; and in this inſtance it ap- 
pears to have been attended with ſingular hard- 
ſhip, as the promiſes made to the eleQors, on be- 
half of the fitting members, were, by an impru- 
dent and unpardonable officiouſnefs of their 
agents, without cither the authority or knowledge 
of their principals; and the petitioners upon 


' their trial were acquitted. 


The pctitian was heard before a committee of 


the houſe of commons, in the month of February, | 


1775 
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1775. The fitting members were Thomas Brand 
Hollis, Eſq. and General Smith; the petitioners, 
Richard Beckford, Eſq. and james Calthorpe, 
Eſq. Reciprocal charges of bribery. were made 
by each party, and ſubſtantially proved againſt 


the agents of both; an the committee 


determined, ; 3H | 
That Richard Smith, Eſq. is not duly clefied 
2 burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for 
the borough of Hindon, in the county of Wilts ; 
That Thomas Brand Hollis, Eſq. is not duly 
| elefted'a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parlia- 
ment for the ſaid borough of Hindon; 2 
That James Calthorpe, Eſq. one of the petiti- 
oners, is not duly eleQed a burgeſs to ſerve in 


this _—_ parliament for the ſaid e of 


Hindonn 

That Richard Beckford, Eg one io the peti- 
tioners, is not duly elected a burgeſs to ſerve i in 
this . parliament for the _ Oe of 
Hindon; 

That ts laſt eleQion of . to ſerve in 
this preſent parliament for the. ſaid borough, 
was a void election. 

At the ſame time Mr. Dundas acquainted the 
houſe, that in the courſe of the examination into 
the merits of the petition. of James Wan 

O 4 | Eſq. 
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Eſq. and Richard Beckford, Eſq. it having ap- 
peared to the committee, that the moſt flagrant 
and notorious afts of bribery and corruption had 
been prattiſed : and that a very conſiderable ma- 
jority of the cleQtors of the borough of Hindon 
had been bribed and corrupted in a very groſs 
| and extraordinary manner; and that ſeveral 
ethers of the ſaid cleQtors had been concerned as 
agents for that purpoſe ; the committee, defirous - 
that the houſe might adopt ſuch meaſures as may 
diſcourage, and if poſſible put an end to a prac- 
tice ſo ſubverſive of the freedom of eleions, had 
dircacd him to lay before the houſe the whole 
of the evidence given before the ſaid committee, 
with their opinions thereupon. And he read the 
report in his place, and afterwards delivered it in 
at the table, where the ſame was read; and the 
reſolutions of the committee are as follow : 
Reſotved, * That it appears to this committee, 
That Richard Smith, Eſq. by his agents, 
* has been guilty of notorious bribery, in 
* endeavouring to procure himſelf to be 
elected and returned a burgeſs to ſerve in 
* this preſent parliament for the borough of 
* Hindon, in the county of Wilts.” 
The like reſolution reſpeQing Mr. Hollis. 
Reſolved, That it appears to this committee, 
. „ That 
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« That James Calthorpe, Eſq. by his agents, : 
has been; guilty of notorious bribery, in 
« endeavouring to procure himſelf to be 
elected and returned a burgeſs, to ſerve in 
* this' preſent parliament for the faid bo- 
« rough of Hindon: e i is 7c ii bo | 
Reſolved, That it appears to this committee, 
That Richard Beckford, Eſq. has, by his 
« agent, endeavoured, by promiſe of money, 
to procure himſelf to be elected and re- 
5 turned a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent 
« parliament, for mo faid AC; ah of 2 | 
et don. 199 12225 N 
Reſolved; © That it appears to this committee, 
„ That the Reverend John Nairn, of Hin- 
don; Faſham Nairn, Eſq. late of Berry's- 
4 ftreet, St. James's; Francis Ward, of 
* Sherborne-lane, London; Stevens, a but- 
cher, at Saliſbury, commonly called Job- 
« ber Stevens, &c. &c. (in all, chirteen, 
« ſpecified by name) have acted as agents, 
« and have been acceſſary to, and concern- 
ed in, notorious acts of bribery and cor- 
* ruption, that have been practiſed at the 
« laſt election for the ſaid AP: of 88 ; 
n , | 


| Reſolved, * That it is 5 the opinion of this com- 
5 1 
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* mittee, that the houſe be moved for leave 
| * to bring in a bill, to disfranchiſe the ſaid 
* borough of Hindon, in the county of 
«* Wilts,” | 
The conſideration of this report was adjourn- 
ed till the 23d of February; and in the mean 
time, an order was made, that the ſpeaker ſhould 
not iſſue his warrant for a new writ, till the houſe 
proceeded to ſuch conſideration. 5 
On chat day, it was Ordered, That leave be 
« given to bring in a bill, to incapacitate, 
* from voting at elections of members of 
* parliament, one hundred and ninety per- | 
_ * ſons by name (including ſeveral of thoſe 
mentioned in the fifth reſolution: of the 
* committee), out of two hundred and ten 
* who had polled at the election; and for 
the preventing bribery and corruption in 
* the cleQiion of members to ſerve in par- 
*® liament for Hindon,” PT 
Mr. Dundas, Mr. Byng, Mr. Elwes, and the 
ther members of the committee, were ordered 
to prepare and bring in this bill; and in the 
mean time, it was. Reſolved, * That the ſpeaker 
* ſhould not iſſue his warrant to make out a new 
* writ for a month longer.” | 


On Ge Sth of March Mr. Dundas . 
the 
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| the bill, which was read, and ordered to be read 
a ſecond time on the 29th of that month. It 


was of courſe alſo ordered to be printed; and a 


printed copy of the bill, with the order for the 


ſecond reading, was ordered to be ſerved on all | 


the perſons named in it; and it was Reſolved, 


That leaving them-at their reſpeQive abodes 


* ſhould be good ſervice.” 


The day following (the 29th of March) the 


order of the day being read, and the queſtion be- 
ing propoſed, for reading the bill a ſecond time, 
the meſſenger, who had been charged with the 
ſervice of the copies of it on the parties, was cal- 
led to prove ſuch ſervice; and Thomas Spencer, 
one of the perfons named in the bill, was, at his 
own defire, heard on behalf of himſelf, againſt the 
bill : then, in conſequence of a motion for that 
purpoſe, the entry on the journals of the houſe, 


of the 22d of March, 1722-23, and the 4th of 


April, 1723, of the proceedings of the houſe up- 
on the bill for inflicting certain pains and penal- 


ties upon Francis, Lord Biſhop of Rocheſter, was 


read; after which, the bill was read: a fecond 


time; and it was 
Reſolved, That it ſhould be conſidered 3 ina 


a committee of the whole houſe, on the gth of 


1 Api, and that the petitioners againſti it ſhould 
| | - be 


2 — — — 
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® be heard before that committee, by themſelves 
or their counſel.” 
T That it be an inſtruQiion to the ſaid commit- 


dee of the whole houſe, that they have power 


to receive a clauſe, or clauſes, for inflicting a 


« r 
2. for his ſaid offence.” 


* It paſſed in the negative.” 

And the ſecond reſolution being read, N a 
fimilar queſtion put, reſpecting Mr. Hollis, that 
likewiſe paſſed in the negative; which being 


done, the houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee 


of the whole houſe, on the bill. 
In this committee, it being propoſed to call cer- 
tain perſons named in the bill, and incapacitated 
by it, to prove the allegations it contained ( for 
it had been debated and ſettled in the houſe, in 
ſome former ſtage of the buſineſs, that the evi- 
dence before the ſelet committee, and reported 
by them, could not be admitted upon this occa- 
fon), it was objeQted, that they, being parties, 


and like defendants in an indictment, could not, 


without overturning the known rules of law and 
juſtice, be received as witneſſes in this caſe. 
This objefRtion produced a debate; and though 
it was treated as of no weight, by ſome gentle. 
men of the long robe, it was ſtrenuouſly ſupport. 

i 8 
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" by Ger and proved fatal to the bill; for 
all the perſons who were capable of proving the 
facts, and who had proved them before the ſelect 
committee, were themſelves offenders, and named 
in the bill. 

When da Speaker reſumed the chair, on a 
motion of Mr. Dundas, leave was given to bring 
in a new bill, ſimilar to the former, but leaving 


| out the names of certain perſons, who were in- 
tended to be made uſe of as witneſſes; and Mr. 


Solicitor-general, Sir George Hay, Mr. Gren- 
ville, and Lord George Germai ne, together with 
the members of the ſele& committee, were or- 
dered to prepare and bring it in. 

On Wedneſday, the 12th of April, Mr. Dun- 


das preſented this new bill; which being re- 


ceived, and read the firſt time, the houſe was 
moved, that the four firſt reſolutions of the ſe- 
le& committee ſhould be read; and this being 
accordingly done, the 20th day of April was ap- 
pointed for the ſecond reading. A ſimilar or- 
der to what had been made on the formor occa- 
fion, was now made, relative to the ſerving of 
the parties with copies; and orders were made, 

ſeverally, that Francis Mead, Thomas Spencer, 
John Becket, (baker), John Becket, ſon of Wil- 


| TOY John Baldwin, William Crabb, Thomas 
| On 


* 
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Penry, Thomas Richardſon, and Thomas More) 
perſons named in the former, but omitted in 
this bill, ſhould attend the houſe; at the time 
appointed for the ſecond reading, 
the Fe the Ub nes etc 
| was ordered to be read a ſecond time, and the 
counſel againſt it (Mr. Pepys, for the petitioners 
incapacitated by the bill ; Mr. Bearcroft for the 
other petitioners, cleQtors of Hindon; and Mr. 
Macdonald, for the Rev. Mr. Nairn) being called 
in, the bill was read a ſecond time, and the peti- 
— WOE ALD CSISULS fend, and 
counſel heard. 
The bill was then committed to a committee 
of the whole houſe for the enſuing day; and the 
ſeveral petitions were referred to that committee, 
| and the witneſſes ordered to attend. — 
On Thurſday the 27th of April, the petition of 
Thomas Howell and others, praying to be admit- 
ted witneſſes, was referred to the committee of 
the whole houſe: and Mr. Elwes, chairman of 
that committee, reporting, that Thomas Howell, 
on being examined in relation to the non-atten- 
dance of Thomas Spencer and John Becket, two 
of the witnefſes who had been ſummoned, had 
grolaly prevaricated, he was ordered to be com- 
Mr ORR and afterwards, Mr. Elwes 
reporting, 
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reporting, that William Lucas, being examined 


before the committee, had groſsly prevaricated, 


and piven falſe evidence, he was ordered to be | 


committed to the Gate-Houſe. 

A ſimilar report, and the like order, were 
made, concerning Henry Chant; and Mr. Elwes 
reporting, that Spencer and Becket had attended 


the day before, in purſuance of the order of the 


\ houſe, but had purpoſely kept out of the way, to 
avoid being ſerved with the order for their atten- 
dance this day, they were ordered to be ſent for 
in cuſtody of the ſerjeant at arms; and an order 


being made for the houſe to reſolve itſelf again, 


on the Tueſday following, into a committee of 
the whole houſe, for the future conſideration of 


the bill, the orders for the attendance of the wit- , 


neſſes were renewed. 


On Monday the 1ſt of May, Thomas Howell 
Vas ordered to be removed from Newgate to the 
- Gate-Houſe, — * the houſe for that 


purpoſe. © 

On Tueſday the 2d of May, the ſerjeant at 
arms being called upon to give an account of 
what had been done, in relation to the taking 
Thomas Spencer and John Becket ; the meſſen- 


gers who were ſent in ſearch of them, informed 
the ** that * ſtrict inquiry had been made 
after 


- 
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upon which the committee of the whole houſe, 
for the conſideration of the bill, was put off till 
the Monday following; the orders for the wit- 
neſſes were renewed; and it being ſuſpefted, 
from the teſtimony given by the perſons who 


Had been committed, that Mr. Smith and Mr. 


Faſkam Nairn had been concerned in ſecreting 
Spencer and Becket, they were 3 to 1 


on the Monday. | 
On Monday the 8th of May, petitions were 


preſented from Howell and Lucas, acknowledg- 
ing their prevarications, which they ſaid were 


unimentional ; but alledging they had declared 

all they knew concerning Spencer and Becket, 
and defiring, on account of their poverty, and 
their having ſamilics to maintain, that they might 
be admitted to aſk pardon at the bar of the 
houſe, and be cs without the rn 
of fees. 
Theſe petitions were enkered to lic on the 


The like information as on the Tueſday pre- 


coding, was given by the meſſengers who had 


been ſent in ſearch of them, concerning * 
and Becket. 


Mr. Smith and Captain Faſham Nairn were 
then 
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then aas in relation to the non-attendance 


. of Spencer and Becket; after which, the order of 
the day, for the committee of the whole houſe on 
this buſineſs being read, it was 


: * Reſolved, © That it appeared to the houſe: that, 


te from the abſence of Spencer and Becket, two 
« material witneſſes in ſupport of the bill, it 
« would not be expedient to proceed i in it ih this 
« ſeſſion of parliament.” | 5 


It was then ſeverally reſolved, thisk the houſe. 


would take the report of the ſelet committee 
who vere appointed to try the petition of James 
Calthorpe and Richard Beckford, Eſqrs. into fur- 
ther conſideration as early as poſſible the next 
ſeſſion; that until then no warrant for a new 
writ ſhould be ordered; and that an humble ad- 
dreſs ſhould be preſented to the king, to iſſue a 
proclamation for apprehending Spencer and 
Becket, with the promiſe of a reward, ſo that they 


might be delivered into the cuſtody of the ſer- 
jeant at arms during this ſeſſion of parliament ; | 


and this addreſs was ordered to be preſented by 
a ſuch members of the houſe as were members of 
the privy- council. 
Then, upon motion for chat 8 the fir̃ſt 
reſolution of the ſele& committee, as agreed to 
by the houſe on the 23d of February, was read; 
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of December laſt, was read: 
| Reſolved, * That if it ſhall appear that any per- 
* fon hath procured himſelf to be eleaed or 
* returned a member of this houſe, or en- 
* deavoured fo to be, by bribery, or any 
* other corrupt practices, this houſe will 
proceed with * againſt 
a * ſach perſon.” 
And an order made, | 
— OCD IP REES 
* ſeemte Richard Smith, Eſq. for the ſaid of- 
* fence.” 
The ſecond ate in like manner, 
and the like order made, that the attorney-gene- 
ral ſhould proſecute Mr. Hollis. 
The third reſolution being alfo read, a motion 5 
made, and the queſtion propoſed, that the attor- 
ney-general ſhould proſecute James Calthorpe, 
Eſq. the previous queſtion was put, and reſolved 
in the affirmative; and then the like order was 
made for the proſecution of Mr. Calthorpe. 
Laſtly, the fourth reſolution being read, it was 
ordered that the attorney-general ſhould likewiſe 
forthwith proſecute Mr. Beckford. 
„0 : 
- Becket. 


HIN Do. „ 


Becket was preſented to the king, and the pro- 
clamation iſſued; but on Thurſday the 11th of 


May, they ſurrendered themſelves; and, it be- 


ing ſeverally reſolved by the houſe, That they 


* had purpoſely abſconded, in order to avoid 


« being ſerved with an order for their atten- 
« dance, as witneſſes, on a committee of the 


* houſe,” they were ordered to be W to 


Newgate. 


On the 8th of May, 1775, the houſe reſolved - 


to take the whole matter into their moſt ſerious 
conſideration, as early as poſſible in the next ſeſ- 
ſion of parliament, and that, in the mean time, no 
warrant ſhould be ordered for a new writ. 


On the giſt of January, 1776, an order was 


made, that leave ſhould be given to bring in a 
bill for the ſame purpoſes with the two which 
had been brought in during the former ſeſſion. 
Monday the gth of F ebruary, the bill was 
brought in, and the ſecond reading was fixed for 


the 19th. 


Voarious petitions were preſented by intereſted | 


parties againſt the bill, who were heard by coun- 


ſel ; and, after innumerable debates and adjourn- - 


| ens came 10 the Eg reſolu- 
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* three months, reſolve itſelf into a com- 
* mittee of the whole houſe, to conſider | 
further of the kill to incapacitate certain 
* perſons therein mentioned, from voting 
n elettions of members to ſerve in parlia- 

* ment for the borough of Hindon, in the 
* county of Wilts.” | 
The reader will perceive, that by this vefols- 
tion the bill was virtually thrown out; it was 
known that the ſeſſion would be at an end, long 
before the day appointed for taking it again into 
confideration; and all bills depending at the end 
of a ſeſſion fall, of courſe, to the ground. If the 
houſe had intended to take up the affair in the 
fucceeding ſeſſion, they would have come to a 

like refolution with that of the 8th of May, 17733 
but in truth there was no ſuch deſign. 
Mr. Douglas obſerves, that there would be 
great difficulty in fixing on the new claſs of voters, 
becauſe the influence of different gentlemen of 
property in the neighbourhood of the place would 
ve been more or leſs increaſed, or diminiſhed, 
according as the frecholders of one, two, or more 
hundreds ſhould have been admitted to a partici- 
| pation of the right of election. There was ſome 
danger, therefore, that a law, which in its origin 
was intended to be * amend 
. the 


] Nix Dex. a 


the conſtitution, might, in the end, turn out a 
mere job, and become ſubſervient to the parti- 
cular intereſt of certain individuals; in ſhort, 
many who had at firſt promoted and ſupported 
the bill, began in the courſe of the ſeſſion to alter 

their opinion with regard to it; or loſt at leaſt 
much of the zeal which they had formerly ſhewn 
for its ſucceſs. On the different occaſions when 
it was to be taken into conſideration, there was 

often other buſineſs more urgent, and more ge- 
nerally intereſting, to be diſcufled ; and by the 
time that was finiſhed, and the order of the day 
for the houſe to reſolve itſelf into a committee on 
the Hindon bill called for, the greater number 
of members, already worn out by long attendance, 
were glad to leave the houſe: advantage was 
.taken of this by ſome gentlemen, who, from the 
beginning, made no ſcruple of avowing their re- 
ſolution of employing every means and every 


ſtratagem which the forms of procedure in the 


houſe of commons ſhould furnith, or authoriſe, in 
order to defeat the bill. Forty members are ne- 
ceſſary to conſtitute a houſe; and if it appear 
that there is not that number preſent, an imme- 
_diate adjournment muſt take place. Whenever 
thoſe gentlemen: imagined the number preſent 
was under forty, they moved that the houſe 
2 8 . ſhould 
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mould be counted; and in this manner the pro- 
ceedings were, at ſeveral times, ſuddenly ſtopped ; 
viz. on Thurſday the ch of March, on Wedneſ- 
day the 27th of that month, and on Tueſday the 
9th of May. Another art was praQiſed, with 
equal, or even greater ſucceſs : every poſſible ob- 
jeRtion to the admiſſibility of evidence was either 
raiſed by ſome member of the houſe, or taken by 
the counſel, who attended at the bar on the part 
of the perſons who had petitioned againſt the bill; 
_elmoſt every ſuch objettion produced an argu- 
ment, a debate, a queſtion, and a diviſion. Thus 
the progreſs of the buſineſs was clogged and re- 
tarded fo very eſfectually, as to make even thoſe 
who continued the moſt anxious promoters of it, 
defpair of ever bringing it to a concluſion; inſo- 


much, that at length, by a ſort of tacit agreement 


of all parties, the whole was dropped on the 8th 
of May 1576, anda new writ ordered to be iſſued 
for the deQiing of two burgeſſes to ſerve in par. 
liament for the borough of Hindon; by which 


means the fate of Shorcham and Cricklade was 


avoided. | 
This borough is under the influence of Sir 
Henry Gough Calthorpe, Bart. and William Beck- 
ford, of Fonthill, Eſq. The intereſt of the former 


* E poſſeſſes in the 
* 


— 
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daes and that of the latter by his refidence i in 
the neighbourhood; but we have not yet learned 
that it is become more immaculate, notwithſtand- 
ing the ordeal it has paſſed. Tort 

RicuT or ELECTION—1701, April 3. Is in 
the bailiff, burgeſſes, and ſuch inhabitants ar as 
pay ſcot and lot. ; 

1701, May 1g. Is in the inhabitants of the 
ſaid borough not receiving alms. 
Agreed to by the houſe. — 

1728, April 12. Is in the inhabitants of houſes 
within the ſaid borough, being houſekeepers and 
Pariſhioners, not receiving alms. | 

NumBER or voTteRs—Two hundred —_ tem 

RE Tun NIN orricER— The bailiff. : 

Parxoxs— William Beckford, Eſq. and Sir 
Henry Gough Calthorpe; Bart. - 


HEYTESBURY. 


PoLIiTICAL CHARACTER— This place, as well 
as Weſtbury, which are both but ſmall villages, 

have a right to ſend members to parliament ; 
while Warminſter, which is one of the largeſt | 
| towns in the county, has no ſuch privilege ; but, 
from their contiguity to it, being four miles diſ- 
2288 it derives only the unpleaſant reflection, that 
5 P 5 | advantages 
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advamages of ſuch a ſuperior tendency ſhould be: 
affixed to fo much infignificance. 

- The right of election here is in the burgage- 
holds, which are about fifty in number, and are | 
the property of the duke of Marlborough, and 
W. F. Aſhe A*Court, Eſq. each of whom returns 
a member. This town was entirely burned down 
in the year 1766; fince which time it has been 
rebuilt to its former extent. 
RicurT or t£LEcTION—In the burgage-bolders 
Nonazr of vorzxs Fifty. : 
RzTonninxc orricex—The lord's bailif. 
Proraitrors—Duke of „„ and ” 


— 


| WESTBURY. 
1 GHARACTER— The right of election 
in this borough is of a particular nature, being in 


every tenant of any burgage tenement in fee, for 
lives, or ninety-nine years, determinable on lives, 


ol four-pence or two-pence yearly, being reſident 
-within the ſaid borough, and not receiving alms. 
There are three kinds of burgage-holds; viz. 
' freehold; copyhold, and leaſehold. In ſome 
- places the proprietor of the burgage-hold only 
has a right to vote; in others, it is the tenant or 
8 de 


or by copy of court-rall, paying a burgage-rent 
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occupier of ſuch a tenure; ſo that the ſame per- 
plexities and doubts which ariſe, as to the right 
of voting, in ſcot and lot or corporation boroughs, 
happen alſo in places of this deſcription. 
Theſe burgage tenures, which are twenty- four in 
number, compoſe a long ſtone wall; which, like the 
_ ſheep at Old Sarum, and the poſts at Midhurſt, af- 
fords the only appearance of a conſtituent body 
that a ſtranger can diſcover; the inhabitants of 
the village of Weſtbury having no more concern 
an the election of its repreſentatives than thoſe of 
Confſtatitinople: ; ond petit 391 | 
- CorroraTion—Conſiſts of en recorder, = 
and twelve burgeſſes. | 
R1icuT or ELECTION—1702, Dec. 1. The te- 
nants of burgage-houſes, by mY for Pong _—_ 
ſolute, have a right to vote. 
17135 June 1. Is in every tenant of m * 
gage-tenement in fee, for lives, of ninetyc nine 
years, determinable on lives, or by copy of court- 
roll, paying a burgage-rent of four- pence or two- 
-penee yearly, being reſident within the ſaid bo- 
rough, and not receiving alm. 
NUMBER or vorERS—Twenty- four. 
RETURNING OFFICER—The mayor. 
Por RIETOn— Earl of Abingdon. 
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| _ CALNE. | 
— bre er borough has 
— giving ſeats in parliament to 
1 the late lord Aſhburfon, and 
colonel Barre. The right of alebion loin 
— — ancient burgeſſes, who annually eleQ, 
= their own body, two guild ſtewards to be 
returning officers at cleftions of their mem- 
bers of parliament. 

The 
e e eee e 
_ Richard Bull, Eſq. and Mr. Ducket ; 
— BO 186i yeh 
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neighbourhood, had, for more th 
on e than 
twenty — ſole command and ablolute 
its of tw f. | 1 
tal burgeſſes; out of which eee a 
annually choſen. 8 
Kier 
— or — Dec. 22. Is in 
— — 5 the borough, having a right of 
1723, Feb. ng. Is a 2 
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© NumsER or vor ERS Twenty- four. 
RETURN ING Or rIeERS— The guild ſtewards. 

ae enen of n | 


DEVIZES. 


Por iTIcAL eHARACTER—The right of eleQion 
in this borough is excluſively in the corporation, 
conſiſting of a mayor, aldermen, and common 
council. The influence which prevails here is 
that of James Sutton, Eſq. of New Park, in this 
county, brother-in-law to the ſpeaker of the 
houſe of commons, who was once member for this 
borough. | 

This town, which is of a very confiderible 
magnitude, labours under the ſame diſadvantage 
with Saliſbury and Marlborough, reſpeQing the 
right of voting being limited to the body corpo- 
rate, and not extending to the people at large. 

The ſame excluſion exiſting likewiſe in the ci- 
ties of Bath and Wincheſter, the town and county 
of Poole, and in the large towns of Portſmouth, 
x Plymouth, Andover, Tiverton, - Banbury, Wy- 
combe, Dartmouth, Scarborough, Thetford, St. 
Edmund's Bury, Newport in the Iſle of Wight, 
Bewdley, and Harwich, our obſervations on thoſe 
_reſpeQive places will apply ti to * chartered 


monqapoly of this borough, 55 


> . . CorroRaTtioN 
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 Conronatrion—By charter of King Chartes I. 
| i conſiſts of a mayor, recorder, ten magiſtrates, 
and twenty-four common-councilmen, who have 
liberty of making what burgeſſes they pleaſe, all 
of whom have votes in election of members to 
RicnT or £LECTION=1688, Mar. 21. Is in 
the mayor and ſelett number of burgeſſes only. 
Nous or vottrs— Thirty. 
Rrruaxvixd orricer—The mayor. 
«opens Sutton, Eſq. 


CHIPPEN HAM. 


Totricat cnaracrer—The corporation of | 
this borough conſiſts of a bailiff and eleven bur- 
gfe, who in the year 1624, on the gth of April, 
<comendecd, that the excluſive privilege of voting 
for members of parliament was veſted in them; 
hut the houſe of commons then Reſolved, © That 
* the burgeſſes and freemen, more than Pere 
have voices in the election. - r 
In che year 1741, on the 28th of January, they 
ſet up a ſimilar claim, when the following pro- 
polition was put to the houſe; That the words 
* burgefſes and freemen,”” mean only ſuch bur- 
gefſes and freemen as are inhabitant houſcholders | 


ul the ancient houſes, called free or burgage- 
Td 
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houſes, within the: ſaid- borough; which paſſed 
in the negative. This right is, therefore, ſtill | 
unconfirmed, though exerciſed by theſe burgeſles 
and freemen who inhabit ancient houſes. 

The number of theſe houſes is one hundred 

and twenty-five, from amongſt: whom the twelve 
burgeſſes are choſen, who eleQ a bailiff. 
Corruption was firſt introduced into this bo- 
rough in the adminiſtration of Walpole, when the 
court made a violent oppoſition to Sir Edward 
Baynton and Sir Edmund Thomas, who were of the 
Leiceſter Houſe faction, and which was after- 
wards a ſubject of ſerious inveſtigation in the 
houſe of commons. Ten pounds was then the 
price of a vote in this borough, but ſo little has 
the progreſs of venality been checked fince that 
period, that ten, and twenty times that ſum is 
given at the preſent day. 
The patronage is equally divided between Sir 
Edward Baynton, Bart. Sir Samuel Fludyer, Bart: 
and Henry Dawkins, Eſq. An union of intereſts | 
between two of theſe gentlemen, renders void, 
andeffeQually excludes, the influence of the third. 
A coalition at preſent exiſts between Sir Samuel 
Fludyer and Mr. Dawkins. 

CokroRATION—- By charter of Queen Mary it 
is . by a bailiff and twelve burgeſſes. : 
eh 55 . Richr 
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Rionr or ELEcTION—1624, April « 9. The 
burgeſſes and freemen, more than * have 
voices in the election. 

1741, Jan. a8. That the words burgeſſes 
and freemen” mean only ſuch burgeſſes and free- 
men as are inhabitants, houſeholders of the an- 


_ciem houſes — houſes within 
the ſaid borough.” 


It paſſed in the negative. 
NumnBER or voTER&—One hundred ad twen· 
ty-five. 


Ruerunninc — bailiff. 
Parzoxns—Sir Samuel — Bart. and 


Henry — Eſq. 

| MALMESBURY. 
 Pourticat cxaracttR—The right of election 
in this borough, is, by the reſolution of the 1gth 
of December, 1702, veſted in thirteen individuals, 
an alderman, and twelve burgeſſes, who are all 
the dependants of Dr. Wilkins, a phyſician of this 
town. This gentleman holds the lucrative place 
of receiver- general for the county; from which 
circumſtance it may be inferred, that the repre= 
ſematives for this place are ſeldom inimical to 
adminiſtration. Mr. Paul Benfield, one of the 
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becoming a proſelyte to oppoſition, ſhortly after 
his acceſſion to that ſituation, did not fail to re- 
ceive a hint from the grateful doQor, that the va- 
cation of his ſeat became an indiſpenſible eti- 
quette; in conſequence of which the Chiltern 


Hundreds were given, and Sir James Sanderſon 


ſucceeded to the repreſentation of this immacu- 
late body of conſtituents, | 

 Corroration—By charter of King William 
III. it is governed by an alderman and twelve ca- 
pital burgeſſes. 


Rich or ELECTION—1702, Dec. 13. Agreed 5 
to be in the alderman and twelve capital bur- 


geſſes. 


NUMBER OF VOTERS— Thirteen. 
RETURNING OFFICER—The alderman. 
Parxon— Dr. Wilkins. 


| CRICKLADE. 


; PoLITICAL CHARACTER—This borough has 
rendered itſelf remarkable by its venality, and the 
number of its petitions on undue elections. The 
firſt of theſe was in conſequence of a double re- 
turn of John Dewar, Eſq. and Samuel Peach, 


TT Eſq. in 1774, which election was declared void 


in February 1775- The ſecond ſucceeded in 
3 of the election of Mr. Peach to ſup- 
Koa | 8 f 5 8 ply 
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ply this vacancy ; which, in the month of Febru- 
ary 1776, was determined againſt the fitting mem- 
ber, and in favour of John Dewar, Eſq. The 
third was the petition of Samuel Petrie, Eſq. 
againſt the return of Paul Benfield, Eſq. and John 


Macpherſon, Eſq. at the general election in 1780; 


which complained, that at the late eleQtion of 
members to ſerve in parliament for the borough 
of Cricklade, in the county of Witto, Paul Ben- 


eld, Eſq. John Macpherſon, Eſq. and the peti- 


tioner, were candidates; and that, previous to, 
and during and after the poll, the ſaid Paul Ben- 
held and John Macpherſon, by themſelves and 
their agents, were guilty of many groſs and noto- 
rious acts of bribery and corruption, whereby 


many of the voters were influenced to give their 


votes for the ſaid Paul Benfield and John Mac- 
pherſon; and did, by themſelves or their agents, 
entertain and allow to the ſaid eletors, who had 
a right to vote in the ſaid election, money, meat, 


drink, entertainment or proviſion; and by ſuch 


unlawful means, and by threats and promiſes, 
and divers other corrupt and unwarrantable prac- 
tices and proceedings, of the ſaid Pau] Benfield 


and John Macpherſon, their agents and abettors, 


they have procurcd themſelves to be unduly re- 
turned toſcrvein parliament for the-ſaid borough, 


to 


| CRICKLAD®. - 225 


to ah manifeſt injury of the petitioner, and in 
violation of -the rights and privileges of the ſaid 
borough, and of the commons of England; and 
that the returning officer, during the courſe of 
the ſaid election, admitted many perſons to poll 
for the ſaid Paul Benfield and John Macpherſon, 
who were not duly qualified, and rejected the le- 
gal votes of other perſons who tendered them + 
in favour of the petitioner; and that the peti- 
tioner conceives he had a great majority of the 
legal and uncorrupted votes at the ſaid election, 
and was duly elected, and ought to have been re- 
turned; and therefore, praying the houſe to take 
the premiſes into conſideration, and to grant un- 
to the petitioner ſuch relief as to the boul ſhall 
ſeem meet. 


.-A committee was ed on the 4th of *. bY” 


nuary 1782, to try the merits of this petition, : 


when a ſcene of bribery and corruption preſented 


itſelf, equal to what we have reported, either of _ 
Shoreham, Shafteſbury, Hindon, or Arundel ; but 
to enter into a detail of the evidence, would ex- 
ceed the limits of all the reſt put together. 
The committee reported to the houſe, on the 
iſt of February following, by Sir Harbord Har- 
bord, their chairman, | 8 
That Paul Benfield, Eſq. is duly « clefied. | 
Vor. IL <-> That 


tions, and ordered a bill to be brought in, to pre- 
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That John Macpherſon, Eſq. is not duly elected. 
That Samuel Petrie, Eſq. is not duly elected a 


burgeſs to ſerve in parliament for the borough of 


Cricklade. 

Sir Harbord Harbord alſo reported, © That it 
* appears to this committee, that there was the 
* moſt notorious bribery and corruption at the 
* laſt cleQtion of burgeſſes to ſerve in parliament 


— CEE county of 


„Wins 
That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
the ſaid bribery and corruption require the moſt 
* ſerious conſideration of parliament.” 5 
It was ordered, that the ſaid report be taken 
imo conſideration upon the 18th of yin 


Rant; 
That ac minutes of the 8 taken be- 


fore the faid ſeled committee be laid before the 


houſe. 


| It was at the ſame time ordered, that no new 
writ for cleQing a burgeſs for the borough of 
Cricklade ſhould iffue, until the houſe ſhall have 
proceeded to take the ſaid report into conſidera- 
On the 18th of February the houſe reſolved to 
agree with the committee in the above reſolu- 


vent 
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vent nn and corruption in the elections of 
members to ſerve in parliament for the ſaid bo- 
rough of Cricklade. : 7 

Three petitions were preſented againſt the ſaid 
bill, by certain electors of Cricklade, on the 5th 
of March following; which were ordered to lie 
on the table, and the petitioners allowed to be 

heard by counſel againſt the bill upon the ſecond 
reading. | | 

On the 7th the petitioners : were heard by 
counſel, and the bill was ordered to be com- 
mitted. 

After going through the ſeveral ſtages, the bill 
paſſed, and received the royal aſſent on the 17th 
of May following. In the preamble it recites, that, 
« There was the moſt notorious bribery and 
corruption at the laſt election of burgeſſes to 
« ſerve in parliament for the borough of Crick- 
e Jade, in the county of Wilts; and that ſuch 
« bribery and corruption is likely to continue and 
« bepraQiſedin the ſaid borough i in future, unleſs 
* ſ6me means are taken to prevent the ſame. In 
« order. therefore to prevent ſuch unlawful prac- 
« tices for the future, and that the ſaid borough 
« may from henceforth be duly repreſented in 
« parliament ; be it enacted by the king's moſt 


excellent majeſty, by and with the advice and 
ES 5 con- 
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* conſent of the lords ſpiritual and temporal, and 
commons, in this preſent parliament aſſembled, 


* and by the authority of the ſame, that from 


* henceforth it ſhall and may be lawful to and for. 
every frecholder, being over the age of twenty- 
done years, who ſhall have, within the hundreds 


© or diviſions of Highworth, Cricklade, Staple, 


* Kingfbridge, and Malmfbury, or one or more 
* of them, in the county of Wilts, a freehold of 
*® the clear yearly value of forty ſhillings, to give 
nis vote at every eletlion of a burgeſs or bur- 
geſſes to ſerve in parliament for the gy bo- 
* rough of Cricklade. 

* IT. And ii is further enaQed by the autho- 
* fity aforeſaid, That the right of election of a 
member or members to ſerve in parliament for 
* the ſaid borough of Cricklade, ſhall be, and is 
* hereby declared to be, in ſuch freeholders as 
* aforeſaid, and in the perſons who, by the cuſ- 


tom and uſage of the ſaid borough, have, or 


* ſhall hereafter have, a right to vote at ſuch 
* election; and the proper officer for the time 
being. to whom the return of every writ or pro- 
* ceſs does belong, is hereby required to return 
* the perſon or perſons to ſerve in parliament 
for the faid borough who ſhall have the major 


* number of votes 6— 4g 


* perſons | 


% 
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= perſons having a right to vote at ſuch- election; 
« any law or uſage to DOA, notwithſtand- 
« ing. 

II. It likewiſe pie ide That ſuch "ORD 
* holders only ſhall be entitled to vote as ſhall be 
0 duly qualified to vote at elections for knights 
« of the ſhire for the ſaid county of Wilts, ac- 
& cording to the laws now in being for regulat- 
ing county elections. 
Mr. Petrie would clearly have eſtabliſhed his 
right to a ſeat in parliament, upon the merits of 
the above petition, but for the admiſſibility of 
evidence which was afterwards proved to have 
been perjured. His country is certainly conſi- 
derably indebted to him for expoſing ſuch a ſyſ- 
tem of venality; and the electors of Cricklade 
| owe him their gratitude for reſtoring them to the 
ſituation of freemen. 

A number of actions were afterwards brought: 
upon the aft of 2 Geo. II. chap. 24, againſt the 

principals and agents, concerned in bribing and 

corrupting the electors in order to recover the 
penalties of five hundred pounds for each offence; 
when Mr. Petrie was fortunate Se to Tp 
ver upon moſt of them. | | 

The election next after paſſing this akt, hap- 


pened in June 1782, when the Hon. George 
Q 3 7 Richard 
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Richard St John, and Samuel Petrie, Eſq. were 
candidates, to ſupply theplace of Mr. Macpherſon. 
The conteſt at the poll was only between Mr. St. 
John and Mr. Petrie, the other candidates having 
previouſly decliacd. The election was decided, 
by a great majority, in Mr. St. John's favour : 
but Mr. Petrie petitioned againſt him. This pe- 
tition, which was not tried during the ſeſſion in 
which it was preſented, was renewed in the ſeſ- 
Bom following, but foon after withdrawn, 


At the general eleQion, in 1984, Charles Weſt- + 


ley Toxe, Eſq. and Robert Adamſon, Eſq. were 
candidatcs in the Oppoſition, or, what was then 
called, the Coalition intereſt, and were oppoſed 


by John Walter Hencage, Eſq. and Robert Nicho- 


las, Eſq. who were on the fide of Adminiſtration. 
The poll, according to the return of the bailiff, 
was as follows: 


| — — 1 | 
Mr. Adamſon — — 435 
Mr. Heneage — — 373 


Mr. Nicholas — — 388 

A pctition was preſented by Mr. Heneage and 
Mr. Nicholas, againſt this return; which came 
to be beard before a committee on the 14th of 
February, 1785 ; when it appeared, that a num- 


ber of fiQitious voters bad been made under the 


| right | 
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— right of the borengh of Cricklade, where the in- 
habitants poſſeſſing houſes, who are freeholders, 
copyholders, or leaſeholders, for any term not 
leſs than three years, or for any ſuch term, or 
greater term, determinabe on life or lives, ſuch 
 freeholder, copyholder, or leaſeholder, having been in 
the occupation of the houſe, for which he may claim 
to vote, forty days preceding the election. = 
One hundred and thirty-ſix of theſe votes were 
|  objeQted to, for having fraudulent leaſes, or none 
at all ; ſome, as not having been reſident forty 
days; and others, as inmates, or having ſplit tene 
ments. Forty votes were objefted to as pariſh 
poor; beſides twenty of the hundred voters who 
were alſo objeQed to for different teaſons. It 
appeared in evidence, that moſt of theſe votes 
had been faggoted, and that the returning-officer 
had been guilty of groſs partiality in favour of 
the fitting members. On the 4th of April the 
committee reported to the houſe, © That the pe- 
« titioners were duly, elected, and ought to have 
t been returned.“ 5 
The chairman at the ſame time reported, © That 
the condutt of the returning-officer, in taking 
« the poll, and making the return, at the laſt 
| © eleftion of members to ſerve in parliament for 
the borough of Cricklade, was partial and ille- 
ff... Rn 
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« gal; whereby a colourable majority was ob- 
dara Coxe { nd" ies 
* Adamſon.” 

This report, which was taken into conſidera- 
tion by the houſe, after long and tedious debates, 
and repeated adjournments, the whole ſeſſion 
was ſpent without coming to any concluſion up- 

eee 8 
In 1790 Mr. Nicholas was made a commiſſi- 
oner of exciſe, and Thomas Eaſtcourt, Eſq. was 
choſen in his room. 

At the laſt general eleQion Mr. Petrie again 
offered himſelf a candidate, in oppoſition to the 
old members; when the numbers were, for 

Mr. Eaſtcourt — — 346 
Mr. Heneage — — 194 
Mr. Petric — — — 111 

The two former gentlemen being returned, in 
conſequence of their majority, Mr. Petrie again 
became a petitioner ; which was decided in fa- 
vour of the fitting members. 

Rint or £LEcTION—1684, April 1. Is in the 
frecholders and copyholders of the borough- 
— ACIE 
1685, June 10. Agreed, by the counſel on bot 

_ fides, 
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ſides, to be in the freeholders, copyholders, and 
leaſeholders for three years. 

1689, April 1. Agreed; by the counſel on both 
ſides, that the right of election is in the freehol- 
ders and copyholders of borough-houſes, and 
leaſeholders for any term not under three years. 

1776, Feb. 8. Is in the inhabitants poſſeſſing 
houſes within the ſaid borough, who are freehol- 
ders, copyholders, or leaſeholders, for any term 
not leſs than three years, or for any ſuch term, 
or greater term, determinable on life or lives 5 
ſuch frecholder, copyholder, or leaſeholder, hav- 
ing been in the occupation of the houſe for 


which he may claim to vote, four days nn 


any election. 
That the houſes which were in the occupation 


of Thomas Bound, Thomas Kilmaſter, ſen. Richard 
Liddel, William Mabſon, John Pounds, and 
Robert Strange, at the laſt election, are within 
the boundary of the ſaid borough. 
1782. By alt of parliament it is further veſted 
in the freeholders of the five hundreds or diviſions 

of Highworth, Cricklade, og nee, 
and Malmſbury. | 

NumMBER oF voTERS—Twelve hundred, 
| RETURNINd QFFICER—The bailiff. 


- 


GREAT 


120 


GREAT BEDWIN. 
PottTiCAL cHARacTtr— The right of election 
here is in the freeholders and inhabitants of an- 
cient burgage meſſuages, in number about eighty, 
and returned by the portreve, called mayor, who 
is choſen at the lord's court, and appoints a bai- 
liff to at under him. 
The carl of Ayleſbury is the lord of the manor ; 
in conſequence of which he has the appointment 
of the returning-officer. His lordſhip alſo poſ- 
ſefſes the major part of the property; ſo that his 
nomination of the repreſentatives can neither be 
- oppoled nor contradicted, with any proſpe& of 
Ricur or ELEcTION—1 729, March 2g. In 
the frecholders and inhabitants of ancient bur- 
Nous or voTErs—About eighty. | 
RETURNING OFFICER—The portreve, who is 
called a mayor, and is choſen at the lord's court, 
and appoints a bailiff under him. 
 PxoeniETOR—Earl of Ayleſbury. 


' LUGGERSHALL. 


PoitTiCAL CHAR acrEr—This place, which in 
its dimenſions is only a {mall village, has a right, 
of 


Fad 
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of a very complicated kind, to ſend members to 


parliament, « being in ſuch perſons who have any 
c eftate of inheritance, o or freehold or leaſehold, 


* determinable upon life or lives, within the 


* borough, not confined to entire ancient houſes, 

* or the fites of ancient houſes en the ſaid 
« borough.” | 

The majority of theſe eſtates were formerly the 


property of George Auguſtus Selwyn, Eſq. of 
facetious memory; at whoſe demiſe they deſcended 


to the preſent lord viſcount Sydney: the mino- 
rity of them are the property of Mr. Everett, a 


banker in London. —This. diviſion of local ſuf- 


frage has been the cauſe of litigation between the 
parties, and produced a petition to the houſe of 
commons, againſt. the return of the two members 
in the intereſt of lord Sydney; which being 
heard in 1791, was determined in their favour. 


Mr. Selwyn, one of the ſitting members, dying 


in the interim, a new writ was accordingly iſſued; 
When, at the enſuing election, another conteſt 
aroſe, Samuel Smith, Eſq. being propoſed a can- 
didate in the intereſt of lord Sydney, and Mr. 


Alderman Newnham in that of Mr. Everett; 
when Mr. Smith was returned, and a petition, of a 


ſimilar tendency with the laſt, was preſented to the 
houſe of commons; which was, on a compromiſe 
| of 


2 — IIS — - e 
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ofthepartics, afterwards withdrawn. The matter in s 


queſtion, between the contending parties, depends 
upon the legality of ſplitting thoſe eſtates to which 
the right of voting is annexed: the number of 
votes, in Browne Willis's time, were ſeventy ; but 
they are now divided into one hundred and forty- 
nine, and are held by the tenants and friends of 
the two proprietors, who reſide in different parts 
of Wiltſhire and Hampſhire, but who are kind 
enough to come here, at the time of election, to 
perform the ceremonial part of delegating a re- 
preſentative for this borough to the legiſlative aſ- 

Ricur or ELEcTION—168g9, Feb. 11. Is in 
fuch perſons as have an eſtate of inheritance, or 
freehold or leaſchold, determinable upon life, 


within the ſaid borough. 
1705, Jan. 17. Is in the freeholders or leaſe. 


holders of the ſaid borough, determinable 2 


life or lives. 
Nous or vorzxs—About "OR 
Rerounninc orricex—The lord's bailiff, 


Prornizror—Lord viſcount Sydney. 
ol D SARUM. 
 Poirrrcat CHARACTER— This borough was 


guite decayed, and reduced to only one houſe, 


in 


| ' OLD SARUM- _ 
in the time of Browne Willis, occaſioned by the 
5 tranſlation of the old city to the new one, which 
is about a mile lower on the river, of which there 
is now only a ſmall veſtige remaining. The mem- 
bers are choſen by a bailiff -and fix burgeſſes, 
who are appointed by lord Camelford, the lord 
of the borough, and entruſted TE him with bur- | 
gage ſcites. 

This borough, with the ener 11 Midhurſt, 
ſends four members to parliament, although there 
is not a ſingle houſe ſtanding, nor a perſon living, 
within the limits of either, to be repreſented. 
The boroughs of Gatton and Caſtle Riſing have 
each two houſes only, and OY have each two re- 

an 

Ikhus is the legiſlative part of our ire in 
made, of ſome members who repreſent neither 
houſes nor perſons, of others, who are the repre- 


ſentatives only of fingle individuals, and of 


many whoſe conſtituents do not exceed ten in 
number. | | 
Ricur or ELECTION—1688, Nov. 14. Is in 
the freeholders, being Ee of the | 
ſaid borough. 
NUMBER OF vorers—Nominally SEVEN, wk | 
aQually only ONE. 2 


RxTURNING OFFICER—The bailiff. 


PROrRIETOR— Lord Camelford. | 
7 WOOTON 


6 38 ) 


| WOOTON BASSET. 

PoLtTiCAL CHARACTER—This ſmall borough 
was ſtrongly conteſted in the year 1784, between 
the intereſts of the earl of Clarendon, and lord 
viſcount Bolingbroke. 

George Tierney, Eſq. was a candidate in the 
intereſt of the former; and the preſent lord 
North, and the Hon. H. S. Conway, in that of 
the latter. Theſe two laſt gentlemen had a ma- 
jority on the poll, and were accordingly returned; 
but a petition was preſented by George Tierney, 
Eſq. which was heard in the month of April, 
1785, when the committee decided in favour of 
the fitting members. 

Since. the above conteſt, theſe noblemen have 
agreed, to avoid future litigation and expence, to 
permit cach other to return one member. 

Conroxariox—lt is governed by a mayor, 
two aldermen, and twelve capital burgeſſes. 

| Rienr or E£iecrion—lIs in the inhabitants 
paying ſcot and lot. 

Numaxtr or vorzxs— About one bundred. 
R=Truanxinc orricrn— The mayor. 


Parzoxs—Earl of Clarendon and lord viſe | 
count * 


MARLBOROUGH. 
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MARLBOROUGH. 


PorLtTICAL CHARACTER— In: this town, which, | 
from the number of its inhabitants, and the trade 
it carries on, may hold a rank equal to ſome of 
the firſt in the county, the right of voting for 
members of parliament is in the corporation only, 
conſiſting of a mayor and two bailiffs, choſen out 
of twenty capital burgeſſes. Here, like as at Gat- 
ton, two men, who are a majority of the eleQors, 
returning two repreſentatives : now, according | 
to the principles of the conſtitution of this coun- 
try, and the common acceptation of the word re- 
preſentative, theſe perſons, who are thus elected, 
are bound, not only to liſten to the inſtruQtions 
of their conſtituents, but alſo to obey them; ſup- 
poſe, therefore, this poſſible caſe; that a ſubje@ 
ſhould be debated in parliament, in which the 
intereſts of this country were deeply concerned, 
but where, at the ſame time, the good of the whole 
might be injurious to, and militate againſt, that 
of thoſe two individuals; would not the members 
be, upon every account, bound to give their voices 
in the ſenate agreeably to the vill of thoſe who 
ſent them thither, without conſulting the benefit 
of thoſe with whoſe welfare they are not ſo imme 


diately concerned? yet what mult be the ſtate ol 
| | that 


* 
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that country, where this principle, which is the 
foundation of repreſentative government,is forced 
to be denied by the repreſentatives themſelves, 
in order to avoid the abſurdity of acting under 
the inſtructions of ſuch a ſiſtitious body of conſti- 
tents ? 5 Jo: | 
ConroraTtion—lt conſiſts of a mayor and two 
bailiffs, choſen out of twenty capital burgeſles. 
RicuT Or ELECTION=1717, 13 May. Is in the 


| mayor and burgeſſes of the ſaid borough only. 


Nounnrr or voreRs—THREE. 
Rzerunrxixc orricex—The mayor. 


Parzon—Earl of Ayleſbury. 
WORCESTERSHIRE. 
PoLitTicAaL Cuanacrun. | 
T HIS county is not under the immediate in- 
fluence of either ariſtocracy or adminiſtration. 
The earl of Coventry, lord Foley, and lord So- 
mers, have reſidences and conſiderable eſtates 
here; but an union of their intereſts could not, 
in oppoſition to the inclinations of the indepen- 
dent freeholders, procure a return of the mem- 


bers to repreſent it in parliament. If the above 


noblemen ſhould make ſuch an attempt, we doubt 
1 not 


« 2 
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not vid that their expectations would be fruſ- 

| trated, and their deſigns rendered abortive, by 
the vigorous exertions of the people. | 

The political hiſtory of this county has been 


rendered remarkable for the unconſtitutional in- 


terference of the biſhop of this dioceſe, at the 
general election in 17082, in the * your of the 


.. reign of Queen Anne. : 
A complaint was made to the houſe; on the 2d 


of November following, that the lord biſhop of 


Worceſter, and Lloyd his ſon, had been guilty of a 


breach of privilege at the laſt election for that 


— 


county. The ſame was ordered to be taken into 


confideration on the 18th of the ſame month; 


when the houſe, according to the order of the 


day, proceeded to take into conſideration the 


complaint of Sir John Pakington, the 2d inſt. 


againſt the lord biſhop of Worceſter, and Mr. 


Lloyd, his ſon, relating to the rights and pri- 
vileges of the houſe of commons: and Sir John 


Pakington, in his place, acquainted the houſe, 


that he had reduced the matter of the ſaid com- 
plaint into ſeveral heads; which he read in his 


place, and is as follows: viz. 


41ſt. That, ſoon after the parliament roſe, the 


biſhop of Worceſter took upon him to ſend tome 


to deſiſt FOWL ſanding to be clefted knight for 
i II. 1 — 


- 
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defiſt, he ſhould think himſelf —_— to 1 5 


againſt me to his clergy. | 
* 2dly, He ſent ſome letters himſelf, and his 


ſecretary ſent others, to ſeveral of his clergy, 
with directions to make what intereſt they could 

againſt me in their ſeveral pariſhes ; and where 

they could not prevail with ſuch who voted fingly 
for me in the laſt election, to give a vote for one 
or both the other candidates, they ſhould defire 
them to ſtay at home; and, in order to this, his 
becdidip fore chem copies of the poll of their re- 
ſpeRtive pariſhes. 
«* godly, He aſperſed me to his clergy, branding 

me and my anceſtors with ſeveral vices; and, at 
his confirmation and viſitations, ſolicited his 
clergy to vote againſt me, repreſenting me as 
very unfit to ſerve in parliament, and threatening 
them with his diſpleaſure, if they did not vote . 
againſt me. = 8 
__* qthly, He „ 
ſeveral of the laity, who were his tenants, and 
threatened them, that, if they would not vote 
againſt me, they ſhould never renew any eſtate 
under him; and that he would ſet fuch marks 
upon them, that his ſucceſſors ſhould not ſuffer 
—.. as, err 8 


N ON * 


that county, and to threaten me, that 11 did nee” ; 
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- be ;thly, Mr. Lloyd, the-biſhop's ſon, aſperſed 


5 1 and gave ſcandalous characters of me to ſeveral 


freeholders, whom he ſolicited to vote againſt me, 
and told them I e for ne in a * * 


- vernment, 


« 6thly, The biſhop" s ſecretary aſperſed me to 
ſeveral freeholders in the like manner; repreſent- 


ing me as unfit to ſit in the houſe, threatening 


them with the biſhop's diſpleaſure, and ſaid they 
might as well vote ſon che Prince of Wales, as for 
me.“ | Pu 
After which, 4 bee to a4 reſpeAtive 
heads were called in, and examined at the bar 

thereunto ; and then they ſeverally withdrew. 
Reſolued, nemine contradicente, © That Sir John 
; « Pakington has, by evidence, fully made 
© out the charge which he exhibited againſt 

* the lord biſhop of Worceſter.” 
Reſolved, nemine contradicente, That Sir John 
« Pakington hath fully made out the charge 
« againſt Mr. * the ſaid lord TE $ 
op ow” 

5 Reſolved, * That it n to this TY that 
© We proceedings of William lord biſhop | 
ce of Worceſter, his ſon, and his agents, in 
=, r order to the hindering the election of a 
& member for the county of Worceſter, have 
| „„ . 5 been 
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* been malicious, unchriſtian, and arbitrary, 
in high violation of the libertics and pri- 
vileges of the commons of England.” 
Refolved, That an bumble addreſs be pre- 
* ſentedto her majeſty, that ſhe will be gra- 
* ciouſly pleaſed to remove William lord 
* biſhop of Worceſter from . almoner 
ber majeſty. “ 5 
Need, That the ſaid reſolution 15 addreſs 
de preſented to her majeſty by ſuch mem- 
* bers of this houſe as are of her majeſty's 
* moſt honourable privy-council.” | 
Ordered, That the further conſideration of the 
* matter relating to the lord biſhop of 
* Worceſter, be adjourned till this _ 
* ſennight.” ; 
Ordered, * That Mr. Attorney-General do pro- 
_ * ſecute Mr. Lloyd, the lord biſhop of Wor- 
* ceſter's ſon, for his ſaid offences, after his 
«* privilege, as a member of the lower houſe 
* of convocation, is out.“ 
The lords took the alarm at theſe proceedings 
of the commons againſt a member of their houſe, 


and endeavouredto ſcreen him from their reſent. 
ment. An addreſs from the lords to the queen 


was agreed to, in which they ſtated, © That it was 
dhe undoubted * of * lord of 1 
and 
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V and of every  ſubjeRof England, to have an op- 
_ © portunity of making his defence before he ſuf- 
fers any ſort of puniſhment, and therefore 
% humbly deſired her majeſty that ſhe would be 
<« pleaſed not to remove the lord biſhop of Wor- 
« ceſter from the place of lord almoner, nor to 
e ſhew any mark of her diſpleaſure towards him, 
« till he be found guilty of ſome crime by due 
« courſe of law.” This addreſs being preſented 
to the queen, ſhe returned for anſwer, «© That ſhe _ 
« agreed that every peer and lord of parliament, _ 
« and indeed every other perſon, ought to have 
„ an opportunity of being heard to any matters 
« objefted againſt him before he be puniſhed ; 
© that ſhe had not yet received any complaint 
e gagainſt the biſhop of Worceſter; but ſhe looked | 
upon it as her undoubted right to continue or 
« diſplace any ſervant attending upon her own 
« perſon, when ſhe' ſhould think proper.” The 
lords upon this anſwer, reſolved the ſame day, una- 
nimouſly, That no lord of their houſe ought to 
« ſuffer any ſort of puniſhment by any proceed- 
« ings of the houſe of commons, otherwiſe than. 
* according to the known and ancient rules and 
c methods of parliament.” | 
Mr. Comptroller reported to the houſe of com- 


> t Mons that their reſolutions, and addreſs to her 


N 3 > BA majeſty, 
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mazeſty, for the removing William lord biſhop: 
of Worcefter from being lord almoner to her ma- 
jelly, had been preſented to her majeſty, and that 
| her majeſty had been pleaſed to give this moſt 
gracious anſwer: 
* I am very ſorry FRIES is occaſion or 

. © this addreſs againſt the biſhop of Worceſter. 1 

* ſhall order and direct, that he ſhall no _ 

continue to ſupply the place of almoner; but 
* 1 will put another in his room, to e * 
« office.” 
Reſolved, That the moſt 8 of 
* this houſe be returned to her majeſty, for 
her majeſty's moſt gracious anſwer to their 
* addreſs relating to Miiliam lord biſhop of 
Worceſter.” | Sag. 
Ordered, * That Mr. Comptroller of her ma- 
jeſty's houſehold do return the ſaid moſt 
-< trade chnks of this houſe — 
0 jeſty. 5 

March 2g, Ordered, © That the evidence given 
* in at the bar of this houſe, upon the charge 

* of Sir John Pakington againſt William 

* lord biſhop of Worceſter, and Mr. Lloyd, 

his ſon, be printed, together with the pro- 

* ceedings of the houſe thereupon.“ | 

Orderes, That the week's books, in relation 

60 ta 
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c to the ſaid evidence, be examined, and that 

« Mr. Speaker do take care of the printing 

« the ſaid evidence and proceedings.” 
Ordered, © That the further conſideration of 


* the matter relating to the lord biſhop | 
of Worceſter be adjourned till this day 


« ſe*nnight.”” 
On the 23d, 1703, the Haitian) re- 
ported to the houſe the proceedings which had 
been made againſt Mr. SOR the lord 8 of 
Worceſter s ſon. 


This county is divided into ſeven hundreds, 


containing the city of Worceſter and ten market- 


towns, viz. Bewdley, Bromſgrove, Droitwich, 


Dudley, Eveſham, Kidderminſter, Parſhore, Ship- 
ton-upon-Stour, Stourbridge, Tenbury, and Up- 
ton. It is in the province of Canterbury, and 
dioceſe of Worceſter; contains one hundred and 
fifty-two pariſhes, and ſends nine members to 


_ parliament ; two knights of the ſhire, two mem- 


bers for the city of Worceſter, two for the bo- 
rough of Droitwich, two for Eveſham, and one 
for Bewdley. a . 8 : 


WORCESTER. 


PoL1TICAL CHARACTER— We enter with re- 


luctance upon the painful taſk of introducing the 
| bs " political 


1 
j 
i 
| 
; 
1 
' 
] 
/ 
i 
i 
1 
| 
| 


248 WORCESTER, 


political charafter of a populous and opulent = 


city, under the ſtigma of venality and corruption. 
To the honour of the majority of its eleQors, 
however, and to that perſevering ſpirit which 


they manifeſted through three expenſive conteſts, 
and the trial of as many petitions, it affords us 
the fatisfaQtion of demonſtrating, that practices 
ſubverſive of national liberty cannot be uſed in 
popular elections without deteQtion, nor eſcape 
under the ordeal of juſtice without puniſh. 


Upon the death of Henry Crabb Boulton, Eſq. 
in 1772, who was one of the repreſentatives for 
this city, Sir Watkin Lewes was invited, by a 
committee of the independent eleQors, deputed 
by them for that purpoſe, to become a candidate 
to ſupply the vacancy. Thomas Bates Rous, Eſq. 
was oppoſed to him by the intereſt of the miniſtry, 
| the corporation, and the earl of Coventry, who 
is recorder of this city, and has a ſeat in the 
neighbourhood. Mr. Rous was returned by the 
ſheriff, after a poll of ſeveral days; and on the 
noth of January, 1774, a petition was preſented. 


to the houſe of commons by Sir Watkin Lewes, 


ſetting forth, That, at the late election of a 
member to repreſent the city of Worceſter in 
—— —— of the late Henry Crabb 
Boulton, 


7 
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Klein Eſq. deceaſed, the petitioner, and Thomas 
Bates, Rous, Eſq. were candidates; and that the 
ſaid Thomas Bates Rotis, by himſelf and agents, 
after the ſaid vacancy happened, and previous to 
and during the poll, was guilty of bribing and 
corrupting, and attempting to bribe and corrupt, 
thoſe who had a right to vote in the ſaid election, 
in order to procure himſelf to be eletted to ſerve 
in parliament for the ſaid city; and that many 
of the aldermen of the ſaid city acted as agents 
for the ſaid Thomas Bates Rous, and alſo did 
bribe, and attempt to bribe, with money and 
otherwiſe, a great many freemen of the ſaid city, | 
to induce them to give their votes for the ſaid 
Thomas Bates Rous, at the ſaid election; and : 
that William Mathews, Eſq. ſheriff and returning 
officer of the ſaidcity, atted partially and unfairly, 
before and during the poll, in rejecting good votes 
for the petitioner, and admitting perſons not 

qualified to vote for the faid Thomas Bates Rous, 
and in many other reſpetis was guilty of partiality 
in the execution of his office; and that, by theſe 
and other illegal means, the ſaid Thomas Bates 

Rous procured a majority of votes upon the poll, 
and was returned to ſerve in parliament for the 
ſaid city, in prejudice to the petitioner, and in 
open defiance of the law, and the freedom of 

elections.” 


on 
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On the 2d of February following, a committee 
was appointed to try the merits. of this petition, 
rn 
the houſe, 
* That Thomas Bates Rous, Eſg. the dung 
member, is not duly eletted. And alſo, 

* That Sir Watkin Lewes, Knt. is not duly 
* dcited to ſerve in this preſent parliament for 
* the city of Worceſter.” : 

F 
for a new election. | 
At this ſecond election colonel Lechmere was 
fer up by the miniſterial party, in oppoſition to 
Sir Watkin Lewes, and was returned by a ſmall 


majority : but as the parliament at that time was 


nearly expiring, and the diſſolution almoſt daily 
 expeſed, the citizens of Worceſter deferred con- 
reſting their cauſe any further, till the general 
When the diſſolution took place, in September 
Following, Mr. Rous was again a candidate, on 
the old intereſt, in conjynQtion with Mr. Walſh, 

the late member; and Sir Watkin Lewes, and 
Edward Bearcroft, the counſel, were oppoſed to 
them by the independent intereſt of the city of 
Worceſter. At the cloſe of the poll the numbers 


For 
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For Mr. Rous, — —/ + 
Mr. Walſh,  — — 393 
Sir Watkin en — 
Mr. Bearcroft, — — — 312 
Upon which the two former were returned. 


On the g iſt of October following, Sir Watkin 
Lewes preſented a ſecond petition to the houſe, 
ſetting forth, © That, at the late election of mem- 


bers to repreſent the city of Worceſter in parlia- 


ment, John Walſh, and Thomas Bates Rous, 


Eſqrs. and the petitioner; were candidates; and 


: that, previous to and during the late election, the 


ſaid Mr. Walſh and Mr. Rous did, by themſelves 
and their agents, bribe and corrupt, and attempt 


to bribe and corrupt, thoſe who had a right to 
vote at the ſaid election, in order to procure 
themſelves to be elected to ſerve in parliament 


for the ſaid city ; and that previous to and at the 
ſaid election, William Mathews, Eſq. mayor of 
| the ſaid city, and ſeveral aldermen and juſtices of 
the faid city, with many of the common- council, 


ated as agents for the faid John Walſh and 


Thomas Bates Rous, and threatened, and publicly 


: canvaſſed and ſolicited great numbers of the free- 


men of the ſaid city to yote for Mr. Walſh and 


Mr. Rous; and promiſed that they ſhould be ſet 


downas conſtables, and have a certain reward for 


their 


———_——__w—_—__—@_—_——=—— 2 — "OS 
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their votes; and alſo did bribe, and attempt to 
bribe, with money, and otherwiſe corrupt, a great 
many freemen of the ſaid city, to induce them to 
Tote for the faid John Walſh and Thomas Bates. 
Nous, or one of them, at the ſaid eleQtion; and 
ere guilty of divers other corrupt and illegal 
prafitices, in order to procure a majority for the 
faid Mr. Walſh and Mr. Rous; and that, by 
means thereof, and other undue influence, the : 
faid mayor, aldermen, and common-council, as 
agents for the ſaid Mr. Walſh and Mr. Rous, 
procured many freemen to vote in their intereſt 
for the ſaid Mr. Walſh and Mr. Rous, who would 
otherwiſe have voted for the petitioner; and that 
the faid mayor, ſeveral of the aldermen and juſ- 
tices of the ſaid city, and their town-clerk, for 
feveral days before and during the election, met 
together, nominated, appointed, and ſwore in, 

many freemen, and, as the petitioner believes, to 


the number of three hundred and upwards, to be 


conſtables, under a promiſe from ſuch perſons 
that they would vote for Mr. Walſh and Mr. 
Rous; for which they ſhould have certain re- 
wards in money; which was afterwards paid to 
them out of the money and funds of the corpo- 
ration of the faid city, or by the ſaid Mr. Walſh 
and Mr. Rous; by which means the ſaid mayor 

| | N and 
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tha unn did corruptly obtain a in of - 
votes for Mr. Rous and Mr. Walſh upon the 
poll and that a peer of this realm, and a lord of 
_ parliament, did, by himſelf and his agents, in- 
terfere in the ſaid eleftion, by canvaſſing and 
ſoliciting votes on behalf of the ſaid John Walſh, 
and uſing threats to intimidate the freemen from 
giving their votes to the petitioner, in violation 


of the privileges of the houſe, the freedom of 


election, and a high infringement of the rights 
of the Commons of Great Britain; and that 
John Williams, gentleman, ſheriff and returning- 
officer of the ſaid city, acted partially and un- 
fairly, before and during the election, in rejeQ- 
ing good votes for the petitioner, and admitting 
perſons, not qualified, to vote for the ſaid John 
Walſh and Thomas Bates Rous, and in many 
other reſpeas was guilty of partiality in the exe- 


cution of his office; and that, by theſe and other 


illegal means, the ſaid John Walſh and Thomas 

Bates Rous, procured. a majority upon the poll, 
and were returned to ſerve in parliament for the 
ſaid city, in prejudice of the petitioner, who had 
a a majority of legal votes, and ought: to have 
been returned; and therefore praying the houſe 
to take the premiſes into conſideration, and- to 
grant him ſuch relief therein as ſhall, upon exa- 
mination, appear to be juſt.” . | 8 


4 
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iN, To prove that bribery had been commiit= 
ted by the fitting members, or their agents; and 
thereby to make the eleQion void, as to them. 
- edly, To diſqualify ſuch a number of the 
voters for the fitting members, and to add ſuch 
a number to the poll of the petitioner, as to leave 
2 mayority in his favour, CY DEREG ; 
os gs ung | | 
( („ 
cial report to the houfe of the various matters 
particularly alledged in the petition againſt the 
fitting members, the corporation, the returning- 
officer, the peer whoſe influence was complained 

On the firſt head, witneſſes were produced, 
who ſwore to poſitive acts of bribery, and pro- 
miſes, by Mr. Walſh himſelf, and by his agents. 
There was no attempt to charge Mr. Rous di- 
realy; but it was contended, that Mr. Walſh, 
and his agents, were to be conſidered as agents 
for Mr. - Rous, who, T_T muſt be affeQted = 

— — were the following 
objeRtions to different claſſes of voters for the 
— 

- uſt, To a great number, that their votes bad 


been procured by money or promiſes. This was 
| > 


— — 
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the main point of the caſe; being ſufficient, ir 
proved to the full extent, to have given the pe- 


titioner a min over both the OI mem- 


hers: 

By a charter of 1 1 es hte of Woreier: 
which was, before that time, and continues to be, 
a county of itſelf, is incorporated by the name of 
the mayor, aldermen, and citizens of the city ol 


Worceſter. There is a aan com- : 


*# 4.” © x-8.S 


other of e making together foventys+ 
two common-councilmen. . The number of citi- 
zens is indefinite; the mayor and fix aldermen 
are choſen annually. out of the twenty-four by 


the ſeventy-two. . Theſe fix aldermen, and the 


mayor, are, by their offices, zuſtices of the 200 
for dhe it: 

The day before the * WIG Ras com- 
mon- couneil, the greateſt part of vhom were in 
the intereſt of the ſitting members, made the fol- 
lowing reſolution and order: 
11th Oct. 1774, Reſolved, © That it da recom- 

«mended to the mayor and juſtices to ap- 

« point ſuch a number of conſtables as they 

« ſhall think proper, to preſerve the peace 


ce « during the eleQion of members to repre- | 


« ſent this. city in parliament.” N 
5 - 8 Ordered, 


— 
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Ordered, * That the Expences attending luch 
* — 
* on. 

Accordingly, about three hundred were ſworn. 

in; and they received one ſhilling and ſixpence a 

diy from the chamberlain, out of the money of 

the corporation, for a week : all the conſtables, 

' Except about ten or twelve, were freemen, and 

voted for the fitting members. At former elec- 

tions it had been uſual to appoint a certain num- 
ber of ſpecial conſtables to keep the peace; but 
they were not ſo numerous as at this election; and 
they were paid, in equal proportions, by the can- 
didates, and not by the corporation. There were 
ſeveral of the perſons appointed, on this preſent 


eccafion, lame, or ſo infirm as to be incapable of 


doing the duty of the office ; inſomuch that, a riot 
having happened during the courſe of the poll, 
it was thought neceſſary to ſwear in about ten 
or twelve able-bodied watermen. Theſe wa- 
termen were the only conſtables who were not 
0 58 5 
From the circumſtances juſt ſtated, it was con- 
ended, that the appointment of ſo many freemen 
to be conſtables was only colourable; that being 
all voters, and having voted for the ſitting mem- 
bers, the money paid to them muſt be conſidered 
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as bribes given them by the corporation, who 
were agents of Walſh and Rous ; that all the votes 


of the conſtables therefore "_ to be ruck _ i 


the poll. 
Beſides thi s, there were n ks ſaid, that 


two agents of Walſh, in their preſence, had of- 


fered, on the goth of September, to a company 


of about twenty-five freemen, to make them con- 
ſtables if they would vote for Walſh and Rous; 


and ſaid they ſhould have a guinea from each can= 
didate; and that many of them accepted on that 
condition. One of the witneſſes ſaid, he aſked 
whether he might not be half a conſtable, if he 
| polled for Walſh ; and that he was told he could 
not be a conſtable, unleſs he would vote for 


Walſh ; ſeveral perſons ſwore to declarations of 


voters who were made conſtables; that they had 
received, money from or on the behalf of Walſh; 
and that they were promiſed more. 

There was a conſiderable number of out- 
voters, reſident in London, Birmingham, Kidder- 


minſter, and other places; whoſe expences were 


defrayed by the fitting members. It was alſo 
ſworn, that they were promiſed money for their 
trouble by the agents, Many declared that they 
had voted, in expeRation of a reward; ſome that 
| Vor. Eon Eons 
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they had * the money after _ had 
polled. 

—— Ajnt, dwbamatincg 
by their chairman, mmm 
had determined, 

That the two g members were ww 

elected. | 
till the general election of 1780, when Mr. Rous 
was again a candidate, on the intereſt of the cor- 
poration, in conjunction with the Hon. William 
Ward, now lord viſcount Dudley, and again 
oppoſed by Sir Watkin Lewes, on the independent 
zntereſt. Mr. Rous and Mr. Ward were ſucceſs- 
ful; and on the 2oth of November following, a 
third petition was preſented to the houſe, from the 
freemen of Worceſter, complaining, * That, at 
the laſt election of members to ſerve in parlia- 
ment for the city of Worceſter, the Right Hon. 
Sir Watkin Lewes, Knt. now lord-mayor of the 
city of London, the Hon. William Ward, and 
Thomas Bates Rous, Eſq. were candidates; and 
of the faid city, hawked about, and offered the 
repreſemation of the ſaid city for ſale, at the laſt. 

+ for a ſum of 4000]. or other 

| — large | 
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large ſum of money; and did treat with ſeveral 
perſons for that purpoſe; and that, in conſequence 
of bribery and corruption, and by undue and op- 
preſſive influence, committed and practiſed by the 
ſaid William Ward, or ſeveral of the aldermen, 
juſtices, and others, of the ſaid city, as agents for 
the ſaid William Ward, a majority of votes was 
procured upon the poll, contrary to the general 
| ſenſe and wiſhes of the freemen, who would 
otherwiſe have elected the. ſaid Sir Watkin 
Lewes, if it had not been for illegal means made 
uſe of in favour of the ſaid Mr. Ward, as afore- 
n= 5 J Es . 
| This petition was tried by a committee ap- 
pointed the 6th of February, 1781, who, on the 
15th of the faid month, reported to the houſe, 

« That the Hon. William Ward was _ = 

« elected. OE LR 
The limits of our work will not : ſuffer us to go 
at large into the evidence on theſe ſeveral peti- 
tions; nor would it prove more than what appears 
_ almoſt through every caſe which comes before the 
| houſe of commons ;—that corruption prevails;— 
and that the influence of magiſtrates and corpo- 
rations is generally exerted to deſtroy the freedom 
of eleQtions;—that freemen and burgeſſes are ad- 
ARES or refuſed their admiſſion, by corpora- 
: S 2 En tions, 
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tions, with little or no regard to claims legally. 
and juſtly founded, but merely to ſuit the pur- 
poſes of whatever party the leading men in each 
city or borough may find it their intereſt to 
eſpouſe; and even the poor-rates in ſcot and lot 
boroughs are corrupted into engines of deſpotiſm. 
The taxing a number of perfons who have no 
right, and omitting another deſcription, who poſ- 
fels or occupy rateable houſes, has been the 
means of giving a colourable W in many 
elections. 
As a teſtimony of the public 2 the 
city of London unanimouſly voted their thanks 
to Sir Watkin Lewes, by their corporation, for the 
manly defence he had made in ſupport of the 
freedom of cleQtion ; and the ladies of Worceſter 
preſemed lady Lewes with a complete ſet of 
Worceſter-manufaQured porcelain, emblazoned. 
with the arms of Sir Watkin Lewes and thoſe of 
the city of Worceſter; wich afilvertable, engraved 
with appoſite devices, and finiſhed with exquiſite 
_ taſte and magnificence. 
At the general eleQion, i in nds, the Hon. : 
William Ward, and Samuel Smith, Eſq. of Alder- 
manbury, were choſen without oppoſition. Upon 
Mr. Ward's ſucceeding to the peerage, Mr. Wigley 
was elected in his room. A conteſt aroſe at the 
: laſt © 


N 
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alt general el ection, the two late members being 


oppoſed to Mr. Lechmere, the barriſter; when 


the numbers at the final cloſe of the poll were, for 


Edmund Wigley, Eſq. — 959 
Edmund Lechmere, Ed. — 892 


. Samuel Smith, Eſq. — — 692 


This city, which is a county of itſelf, was an- 
ciently governed by two bailiffs, two aldermen, 


and a common: council, and ſent members to par- 


liament ab origine. 
CokrokATIO By charter of James I. it con- 


ſiſts of a mayor, recorder, ſheriffs, fix aldermen, 


_ twenty-four nr. and forty- 


* aſſiſtants. | 
_ RicnrT or ELECTION—169, Feb. 7. Is in the 
freemen not receiving alms. 
1747, Feb. 11. Is in the citizens of the ſaid 
city not receiving alms, and admitted to their free- 


dom by birth, or by ſervitude, or by W in 


order to trade within the ſaid city. 
NUMBER OF VOTERS—Seventeen hundred. 
RETURNING OFFICER—The ſheriff, 


DROITWICH. 
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 PoxiTICAL CHARACTER—The right of elee- 
tion in this borough is in two bailiffs, a recorder, 


83 ; and | 
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and — burgeſſes, who are ſtiled the corpora» 


Bon of the falt-ſprings of Droitwich. 


This place is under the influence of lord Foley 
and Sir Edward Winnington, Bart. the latter of 
whom derives it from the family of Salway, of 
Stanford, in this county, and is now one of its 
members ; the other is the Hon. Andrew Foley, 
ſecond brother to the late lord Foley. 

Sir Herbert Pakington has alfo an intereſt in in 
this borough, but not ſufficiently ſtrong to oppoſe 
the preſent members. 

Conrronatiox—This place, which was origi- 
nally incorporated by King John, and afterwards 

by charter of znſpeximus of James I. conſiſts of 
two bailiffs, a recorder, and eleven burgeſſes. 

Riaur or £LEcTION—16go, Nov. 11. Is in 
the burgeſſes of the corporation of the ſalt- 
ſprings of Droitwich. 

Nous or voTtrs—PFourteen, 

REerurxING OrFiceR— The bailiffs. - 

Paorntizroas— Lord Foley and Sir Edward 

EVESHAM. 

PoLtTrcaL cxaRacrER—This borough, which 
was incorporated by a charter granted by King 
James I. is only under an influence. The 

corporation 
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corporation have been always much attached to 
the family of the Ruſhouts, of Northwick, in this 
neighbourhood, whoſe intereſt has been confi- 
dered as the prevailing one, and ſufficient to pro- 
cure a ſeat in parliament for one of that n i 
The other ſeat is open. 
At the laſt election, in 1790, above were three 
candidates; viz. Qir John Ruſhout, in his own 
| Intereſt ; Thomas Thompſon, Eſq, in that of Op- 
poſition; Mr. Sullivan, in that of Adminiſtration; 
when the numbers, on the cloſe of the poll, were, 
For Sir John Ruſhout, Bart. — 418 
Thomas Thompſon, Eſq. _— 407 
Mr. Sullivan — _ — 374 
CorroraTion—Conſiſts of a mayor, recorder, 
ſeven aldermen, and twelve capital burgeſſes. 
The mayor and four of the aldermen are juſ- 
tices of the peace, and of oyer, terminer, and gaol 
delivery, for all offences committed within the 
juriſdiction of the * treaſon ex- 
cepted. 8 | 
R1GHT OF 41 eerie; Sept. 22. Is in 
the common burgeſſes. . 
NUMBER OF voTers—About eight hundred. 
 RerurninG orricer—The mayor. 
PATrRON— Sir John Ruſhout, partially. 5 
8 43 "BEWDLEY. -- 
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"WP CHARACTER— The right of election a 
in this borough is confined to the corporation 
only ; conſiſting of a bailiff, recorder, and twelve 
| burgeſſes; which right, if it may be ſo diſtin- 
guilhed, it received by a charter from King 
James I. It returns to parligment, in common 
with Abingdon, Monmouth, Higham Ferrers, and 
Banbury, but one member. The influence which 
prevails here, is that of Lord Weſtcote, whoſe- 
ſon, the Hon. George Fulke Lyttleton, is the pre- 

ſent repreſentative. | 

Corroration—By charter of James L it con- 
fiſts of a bailiff, recorder, and twelve capital bur- 
gelſes. The bailiff is a juſtice of the peace, and 
ef te quorum for the year he officiates, as alſo Z 
for the ſucceeding year. | 

Rieur or Eiecrion—1668, April 28. In 
the bailiffs and burgeſſes appointed by the char. 

ter of g Jac. I. excluſive of all others. 
| 1679, May 2. All the inhabitants of the 
borough of Bewdley have not a right to vote. 

27409, Dec. 19. The charter of 1708 is void. 

1691, Jan. 24. The five perſons elected bur- 

teſſes had no _—_ to vote, 


NomszR 


yoRESHIRE © 365 

8 or vor ERS Fourte. . 
RETURNING OFFicER—The bailiff, 

IT on e eee Weſtcote. | 


YORKSHIRE. 
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| PoLtTICAL CHARACTER: 


Tai comby is the firſt in the kingdom, in 
territory, population, and opulence; the number 
of freeholders being upwards of ſixteen thou- 
ſand; and its ſhare in the repreſentation, agree. 
able to the ratio of its taxes, would be forty-ſix | 
out of five hundred and fifty-eight, which at 
preſent conſtitute the repreſentative body of the 
nation: yet the boroughs of Midhurſt and Old 
Sarum, neither-of which have a houſe remaining 
in it, and thoſe of Gatton and Caſtle Riſing, ' 
where there are no more conſtituents than mem- 
bers, fingly poſſeſs an equal ſhare in the demo- 
cratic branch of the legiſlature, with this exten 
five and populous county. 
If this will not convince the moſt prejudiced 
minds of the neceſſity of 4 a en neither argu- 
ment 


* 


—_ - - YORKSHIRE. 
ment nor eloquence can be uſed to any pur. 
This county has the honour to give a ſeat in 
parliament to William Wilberforce, Eſq. whoſe 
extenſive abilities, ſo laudably exerciſed in the 
cauſe of humanity, have rendered his name ſa- 
cred in the preſent times, and will tranſmit it to 
poſterity, to be preſerved by it as a pledge of a 
peculiar excellence. The abolition of the ſlave- 
trade was an object in which his benevolent mind 
was continually employed; nor did he forget 
that the negroes were men, although of a colour 
different from himſelf, and therefore entitled to 
the natural freedom and privileges of man. His 
labours will now be amply rewarded by the 
bleflings which they have procured to this un- 
fortunate and hitherto ill-fated people. 

This county, which conſiſts of three ridings, 
 fubdivided into twenty-ſix wapentakes, is ſituated 
in the province and dioceſe of York, Richmond 
excepted, which belongs to the dioceſe of Cheſter, 
and contains one city, fifty-four market-towns, 
and five hundred and fixty-three pariſhes. It 
ſends thirty members to parliament, two knights 
of the ſhire for the county, two citizens for 
York, and two burgeſſes for each of the follow- 


ing - 
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ing places ; viz. Aldborough, Besten Bod 
rough bridge, Heydon, Kingſton upon Hull, 
Knareſborough, Malton, N orthallerton, Ponte- 
fract, Richmond, Rippon, nn and 
. Thirſke. ; 


/ 


YORK CITY. 


- Potrricat. CHARACTER This city is W 
dent in the exerciſe of its conſtitutional rights. 
Were there the ſame number of electors in every 
other city, and in the reſpective boroughs, we 
ſhould not have the baneful effects of influence 
and corruption to complain of. An equaliza- 
tion of the country into diſtricts, would ſupply 
at leaſt five thouſand houſekeepers to ele@ the 
repreſentatives of each place; and why a mode 
| ſo ſimple and praQticable cannot be inſtantly 
„ adopted, we muſt confeſs we have not ſagacit7 
to divine? | 
Conronarron—This was made a mayor-town 
by Richard I. but Richard II. changed the title 
into a lord- mayor, and appointed two ſheriffs; 
beſides which, there are a recorder, twelve alder- 
men, twenty-four aſſiſtants, and ſeventy-two com- 
mon- councilmen. N . 
RIchT or ELECTION— In the cep 880 to- 
gether with the freemen of the city; which free- . 
. | a 


6d HULL. 
dom is acquired — ſervitude, pur- 
chaſe, or gift of the corporation. 


None or vorzas—In the conteſted election 
in 2758, which was a very expenſive and ſmartly 
dilputed one, and probably, therefore, very 
thoroughly canvaſſed, the number of voters was 
- #33. In the cleQtion of 1774, there appeared 
wo be for Mr. Turner, 828; for Lord John Ca- 
vendiſh, 807; and for Mr. Hawke, 647. Moſt. 
of the laſt being fingle yotes, it may be fairly 
concluded, that upwards of 1450 voters appeared 
at that cleftion. But as Mr, Hawke gave up 
the poll long before it would have been con- 
duded, great numbers of perſons who were en- 
tided to vote were not called upon; beſides - 
which, it was not thought neceſſary to bring in 
all the voters who» lived at a diſtance: from. 
which it may be preſumed, that the number of 
voters are not leſs now than in 1758; but, by 
thoſe moſt competent to the knowledge of the 
falt, they are ſuppoſed to be at leaſt a thouſand 
RxrTunnxc orricexs—The ſheriffs, 


HULL. 


PoLrTICcart cxaracrter—About nine hundred 
| af Ge Guſders are reſident, fifty of whom were 


— . 
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Aiſqaliied by Mr. Crewe's bill. The town 
contains nearly three thouſand houſes. For up- 
wards of thirty years the candidates have paid 
the poorer order of voters two guineas for cach 
vote. The number who took money was com 
monly two-thirds of the voters. So eſtabliſhed 
is this ſpecies of corruption, that the voters re- 
gard it as a ſort of birth- right. Very few of the 
voters are independent of the higher ranks of 
people in the town. The candidates have cach 
their friends amongft the higher ranks, who can- 
vas the town, and apply with great emphaſis to 
their reſpeQive dependents; ſo that ſeveral 
tradeſmen are at a loſs how to conduct them- 
ſelves with ſafety : they are between Scylla and 
Charybdis; and ſome have been known to put 
the number of their employers on the fide of the 
two candidates, and hand about the lift as their 
juſtification. Other tradeſmen, having more 
than one voter in their families, ſplit their votes, 
for the ſake of peace, and the preſervation of 
their friends in trade. 
Beſides the above two AG being paid for 
each vote, the out-voters have been paid one 
guinea for expences, if reſident twenty miles or 
under from Hull, and two guineas for above 
twenty miles, and under fifty : above fifty, as 
| could 


1 


HULL 

could be agreed. This is to be underſtood, if 
the voter gave a ſingle vote for one candidate: 
if one vote for each candidate, then half a 
guinea; and one guinea from each. So ſoon as 
the candidates declare their intentions of offer- 
ing themſelves, and the canvas is begun, the 
needy voters offer themſelves as affiſtants, or 
runners, as they are called; and if one candi- 
date refuſes to accept their generous ſervices 
{for which they are paid five ſhillings per day), 
they threaten to go to his antagoniſt ; ſo that 
three hundred and upwards of theſe Swiſs 
troops have been known to be engaged to do 
nothing, at five ſhillings per day each, ſeveral 
days before the poll was taken. Meſſengers 
tent to canvas the non-reſident or out-voters, 
promiſe of places, coach-hire, horſe-hire, chaiſe- 
ire, treats, &c. add to the enormity of the 
crimes above ſtated. Another matter worthy | 
of notice is, that Hull, being a town and county 
of itſelſ, the frecholders and inhabitants in it, 
and in its diſtrict (which comprehends a quad- 
rant of about five or fix miles radius), have had 
no opportunity of voting at any cleRion for the 
county of York, or for the corporation itſelf, 
unleſs privileged as burgeſſes. = 

The filty revenue-officers are burgeſſes of 
Hull; 
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Hull; and the government candidates have 


uſually had about one hundred and twenty 
votes, by the connexions of the cuſtoms 2 
exciſe, and from expeQants. | 

Many of the voters are not houſeholders, and | 
many of the mariners have no fixed reſidence in 
Hull, or elſewhere. It appears, that every elec- 
tion exceeds the preceding one in corruption. 

- CoxroxaTIon—By charter of Henry VI. it 
conſiſts of a mayor, ſheriff, * and twelve 
aldermen. 

Riek or ip the van hich 
is derived, either from being born the ſon of a 
burgeſs, from having ſerved ſeven years appren- 
ticeſhip to a burgeſs, from purchaſe, | or r from wn | 
nation for public ſervices. 5 
 NumBER or vorers—From the copy of the 
laſt poll, taken in September 1780, eleven hun- 
dred and eighty burgefles voted; of which 
forty=-two were cuſtom-houſe; and three were 
CPE who are now disfranchiſed. - 

As the former parliament had been ſuddenly 
diſſolved, and writs for the new parliament im- 
mediately iſſued, and as the eleQtion came on in 
the autumn, when many ſeamen in the 'nier< 
chants ſervice were not returned from their 
2 and in time of war too, when many 


were 


| »72 | | KNARESBOROUGH. 
were abroad in the ſervice of government, it may 
be computed that there are * hundred 


burgeſſes of this town. | 
RtTurNING orricer—The ſheriff. 


| KNARESBOROUGH. - 
Portricat CHARACTER—This 1 has 
returned members to parliament ever ſince the 
firſt year of Queen Mary's reign. The right of 
 eicftion was then veſted in eighty-four or 
eighty-cight burgage-houſes, the owners of which 
were entitled to vote. The elections continued 
free till about the year 1719, when two gentle- 
men, ſtriving againſt each other in canvaſſing, 
firſt began the practice of purchaſing the bur- 
gage-houſes: by theſe means a majority of the 
votes was always in the poſſeſſion. of ſome par- 
ticular family. The duke of Devonſhire is 
now, and the family has for a long time been, 
in poſſcſſion of all the burgage-houſes, except 
| Four. When an eleQion comes on, a number 
of men are ſent from a diſtant part of the coun- - 
try, and a certain, burgage-houſe conveyed to 
| each of them, for the day: they are then told 
who they are to vote for, and the “ cry goes 
* round.” Some man is chaired as -proxy for. 
the abſent member. The ſteward of the houſe 


KNARESBOROUGH. . _ £73 


is the returning-officer. There are no reſident 
_ UleQtors: the men who are ſent to vote are the 
Duke's tenants : they come, if there is occaſion, | 
from his eſtates in the Eaſt Riding: but gene- 
rally they are thoſe about Bottonbridge, near 
Skipton, twenty mjles from Knareſborough, on 
the other fide of the wild mountainous foreſt. 
The number of houſes in Knareſborough is 
about five hundred. If the burgage-tenures 
were taken away, it is ſuppoſed there would be 
found three hundred or four hundred men, who 
pay all manner of aſſeſſments; and theſe are 
chiefly manufaQurers, farmers, and ſhopkeepers. 
No diminution of votes has taken place in con- 
ſequence of the act reſpeQting revenue officers. 
The principal land owners are Sir Thomas 
Slingſby, Mr. Roundhill, the heirs of the late 
Mr. Rhodes of Rippon, and Sir John Coghill, 
beſides a great many tradeſmen, who have ſmall - 
eſtates -in the borough. The circumſtance of 
the members never appearing at the elections, 
but having ſome old pauper chaired by way of - 
proxy, which is ſaid.to be the conſtant practice, 
is really inſulting. It cannot be ſaid, however, 
that there is bribery and corruption, as the 
_ - eleGtions are managed almoſt without any viſible 


. whatever. | „ 1 0 
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Ricur or zLECTION—16go, 1691, May 17. 
In the burgage-holders. | 

Neun or voraus- About one bardred; 
two thirds of which are in the poſſeſſion of the 
duke of Devonſhire, and the remainder in Sir 
Thomas Turner Slingſby. 

ReTuaxixc orricex—The lord's bailiff. 

Parzox—Duke of Devonſhire. 


_ SCARBOROUGH. 


Portricat nan The right of election, 
in chis town, is in forty- four individuals; a cor- 
poration conſiſting bf two bailiffs, who are the re- 
turning-officers, and forty-two burgeſſes. The 
patron of one ſeat was the late duke of Rutland, 
whole influence is managed, during the minority 


of the preſent duke, by his uncle the duke of 
Beaufort, who likewiſe holds the recorderſhip'of 


the corporation, until his nephew comes of age; 
and lord Mulgrave commands the other. | 
By Mr. Crewe's bill, ten of the common-coun- 


- * cilmen are incapacitated to vote for repreſen- 


zatives; but as thoſe incapacitated to vote may 
happen to be ſeniors of the body, they may, con- 
ſequently, have a voice in the election of new 
common=councilmen, and therefore be. inſtru- 
mental to corruption, by bringing ſuch into their 
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Kelli as may he dependent upon 8 It has, 
therefore, not ſtruck at the evil, in this or any 
other corporation, which it was meant to re- 
medy. BEE. | 
Scarbotough, which is a large. country-town, 
may be ranked with Andover, Banbury, Tiverton, 
and Dartmouth, whoſe rights are likewiſe mono- 
polized by chartered corporations. 

Ricur or ELECTION—1736, April 21. Ts in 
the common houſe, or common-council of the 
ſaid borough, conſiſting of two bailiffs, two co- 
roners, four. chamberlains, and thirty-ſix bur- 
geſſes only. | | 
Agreed to by the houſe. 
NuunkR or vorTERs—PForty-four. 
RETURNING OFFICERS— The bailiffs. 
PaTRoNs—The duke of Rutland and lord 
* 


| RIPPON: 
Politica. CHARACTER—The right of elec. 
tion for this borongh is veſted in burgage-te- 


©  nures; the greateſt part of which belong to the 


Aiſlabie family. The preſent repreſentative of 
whom is William Laurence, Eſq. of Kerby 
Fletcham, in this county. | 

„ CorroRATION 


Corronarion—By charter granted i 1604, it 
is governed by a mayor, recorder, twelve alder- 
men, and twenty-four aſſiſtants. 


Ricnr or TCI ln the bins. = 


Numszr or vorzu- One hundred and forty- 
fix; of which « great majority are i in the __—_ 
of the Aiſtabic's. | 

Rxrunxtixd orricza— The mayor. 


RICHMOND. . 

PoirTICaL cxaracteR—The influence which 
prevails here is that of Sir Thomas Dundas, and 
Mr. York ; but the former of theſe gentlemen 
holds a complete majority of votes, the latter poſ- 
feffing only thirty borough-houſes. Some of the 
aldermen, and independent freeholders, alſo have 
votes which they may give according to their 
inclinations z but theſe are an inconſiderable 

| Conronation—Confifts of a mayor, recorder, 
twelve aldermen, and r Oe nun | 
cilmen. 

RicnT or ELECTION—1727, March g. Is in 
tach perſons as are owners of ancient burgages 
in the ſaid borough, having a right of paſture in 
a common field, called hw Paſture. 

| N dun 
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3 or 1 hundred and ſe- 
venty, of which Sir ann. nnn, a 
complete majority. 5 „ 
| ReTuaNniNG orrIcER— The mayor. 
PROPRIETOR——SIf Thomas Lees: 


HEYDON. 2 


_ PoLITiCAL cnARAcTER—IN this TEES. every 
: dungen with the exception of a few indeed, 
thinks it incumbent · on him to lay the candidates 
under as ſevere a contribution as poſſible. Rib- 
band- bills will amount to zool. The candidates“ 
agents will lend the burgeſſes money, which is ne- 
ver returned. The families of ſeveral burgeſſes 
have almoſt lived by their exaQtions, and yet 
their idleneſs has ruined them. Voters: have 
been known to aſk 100). and Bol. has been bid 
lor a ſingle vote. The nominal price of a vote 
is 20l. that is, 20L is expedted by each voter, in 
caſe there is no oppoſition. Where ſuch enor- 
mities prevail, inferior vices will neceſſarily 


<2 


= flouriſh. 


| Conrror a+10n—Gonblls of a mayor, 8 
tuo bailiffs, and nine aldermen. 

Reicht or EIEcTIoN-Is in che burgeſſes of the 
- ſaid borough, whoſe-privileges are gained either 


by deſcent, by ſerving ſeven years to a freeman 
. 1 : reſiding 
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refiding only in the borough, 8 
git, at che diſcretion of the chief officers for the 
time being; which latter power is ſeldom exer- 
ciſcd, on account of the jealouſy and — 
of the common burgeſſes. 

Nunzex or vorers—Was, in 1775, about one 
hundred and ſeventy-five ; deduRing from which 
about thirty revenue officers, who are now diſ- | 
| franchiſed, the number will ——— 
hundred and forty. 

Rztvaninc orricer—The mayor, 
Parzox—The higheſt bidder. 


ALDBOROUGH. | 

PoirrTicat cnaracrer—This pariſh, which 
docs not contain one hundred and forty houſes, - 
ſends four members to parliament, under the names 

of the boroughs of Aldborough and Borough- 
bridge. They do not, like Steyning and Bram- 
ber, in Suſſex, conſiſt of one paltry ſtreet, or, like 
Weymouth and Melcombe, in Dorſetſhire, unite 
in chooling four members, but are ſeparate and 
_ diſtin& boroughs, without arms or corporations, 
and almoſt deſtitute of every thing elſe but repre- 
ſematives. A bailiff, appointedat the court-leet of 
; the lord of the manor, is the returning-officer, 

und the right of cleQion is in fixty-four houſe- 


5 BOROUCHBRIDGE. 879 
| keepers, paying ſcot and lot ; theſe houſes are all 
the property of the duke of Newcaſtle, and An- | 
drew Wilkinſon, Eſq. but as the latter has only a 
minority, the eledion intereſt is wholly in the 
duke of Newcaſtle. | 
This village never ſent es to 3 

till the laſt year of Philip and Mary, 1558. 

Richr or ELECTION—1679, 15 May. In all 
the inhabitants paying ſcot and lot only. 
1690, 17 May. Is not only in the ſele& num- 
ber of burgeſſes, holding by burgage-tenure in 
the ſaid borough, but in all the inhabitants paying 
ſcot and lot. 

NUMBER OF VOTERS—N ominally fixty-four. 

RETuRNING OFFICER—The lord's bailiff. 
ProerIETOR—The duke of Newcaftle. 


| BOROUGHBRIDGE. , 


| PoLItTICAL CHARACTER—The right of election 


= here 1s not, like that of the other part of the pa- 


iſh, in the inhabitants paying ſcot and lot, but in 
burgage-holds. Theſe tenures, like the houſes 
in Aldborough, are the property of the duke of 
Neweaſtle, and Andrew Wilkinſon, Eſq. but the 
former poſſeſſing the majority of them, has con- 


ſequently the diſpoſal of its repreſentation. | 


2 returning- officer here, as at t Aldborough, | 
| N is 


is a titular bailiff, 3 
the lord of the manor. 
This borough never ſent to 1 un 
1883, being the firſt ow of 3 W 8 80 
reigu. 
Rien or e Fl eee 


Nona or vorzas — Nominally ſeventy- 
RzTvaxINnc orriczu— The lord's bailiff. 
- PaornizETOR—The duke of Newcaſtle. 
MALTON. 3 
Poiiticat CHARACTER— This town has no 
corporation. The returning- officer is a titular 
| bailiff, appointed at the court-leet of earl Fitz- 
william, lord of the manor. There is no reſolu- 
tion reſpetling the right of election, but it is ex- 
erciſed by the burgage-holders, in number about 
a hundred; theſe are moſtly the property of earl 
Fitzwilliam, who has the ſole diſpoſal enen 
tical 
RientT or ICO ln the — 
Nou or vorzas—About forty. 
ReTvaxixc orricer—The lord's bailiff. 
| Pagenizron—Earl Fitzwilliam. 


THIRSK. 
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8 Porrrrnak ends acrunc—This town is «divided 
into two parts, the old and new town. The new | | 
town has a market, is well built, full of inhabi- 
tants, and improving. The burgage-tenure, in 
which the right of election is veſted, is in old 
Thirſk, now much depopulated: the owners of 


fifty of the burgage houſes have, however, the 


privilege of eleding two members, forty- nine of 
which really belong to Sir Thomas Frankland, 
though they are occaſionally conveyed to ſeve- 
ral of his friends and dependants for the purpoſe 
of voting _ as he receives the rents and pro- 
fits. | 
„ Ricur or eng the burgage-blder 
of the village of Old Thirſk.. : £324 
_ » NUMBER OF vorzns—Fifty. 
0 or Ic ER The lord's bailiff. 
PRorxIETOR— Sir Thomas 83 


: 'BEVERLEY. 5 
Por rriear e e, two hundred 
of theſe voters are under what is called the bar- 
Intereſt, and generally abide by the intereſt of Mr. 
Anderſon Pelham. The ill effects of canvaſſing 
are growing conſpicuous. It; has been ſaid, that 
1 5 =, ſome 


282 BEVERLEY. | 3 
ſome of the burgeſſes take half a guinea or a gui- 

nen of the candidates. In the year 1774 and 
170, three or four hundred of the burgeſſes 
were exceedingly eager for an oppoſition, 
without attending to the political opinions of the 


candidates, which ſeems to indicate ſomething. 
very vague and unſubſtantial in their ideas of 
freedom. They were afraid, it ſeems, that if the 
bar-imtereſt, or Mr. Pelham's, was not oppoſed, 
the loaves and fiſhes, if not-the liqour they ſwam 
in, might eſcape from their poſſeſſion. 
Conror Arto -Conſiſts of a mayor, recorder, 
twelve governors, or ſuperior — and chir- 
teen inferior ones. | 

Ricnr or xLECTION—Is in the freemen of the 
town, whoacquire this right by birth, ſervitude, or 
purchaſe. Firſt a freeman's ſon, if born within 
| the liberties of the town of Beverley, but not 
otherwiſe, is intitled to his freedom, when of the 


age of twenty-one years. adly, An apprentice, 


for ſeven years, to a freeman reſiding within the 
libertics of the town of Beverley, but not other- 
wiſe, upon the expiration of that term, is admitted 
to his freedom, on paying a fine of forty-eight 
ſhillings. gdly, Several perſons are admitted to 


their freedom by purchaſe; and there isaſtanding 


order, that a day-labourer ſhall not be made free 


"Me 


| * NORTHALLERTON: 1 
for a leſs ſum than thirty guineas; and that every 
ther perſon ſhall pay proportionally, according 
to his circumſtances, trade, or occupation, at the 
5 diſcretion of the body corporate; and a candi- 
date to repreſent the borough, if not already free, 
may purchaſe his W for fifty 8 or 
guineas. 

The body corporate have relle to admit to 
his freedom a capital tradeſman in that town, al- 
| though he offered them fifty pounds for the pur- 
chaſe of it; neither would they fix any other 
fum. e Os 
' NUMBER oFivoTERs&—About one thouſand. 
RETURNING OFFICER—The mayor. 
PaTrRoN—O. A Pelham Eſq. partially 


NORTHALLERTON. 

Por ITIcAL chARACTER— The right of voting 

is annexed to the ſcite of the greater part of the 

houſes adjoining to, and fronting the ſtreet; fes 

or none of the back tenements are conſidered as 
part of the burgage-tenures, or conſequently en- 


ttitled to votes. Some of thoſe tenures now ſub- 


ſiſt in the form of ſtables, or cow-houſes, in which 


the appearance of one or more chimnies is uſual- 
ly preſerved, as a memorial of their right; others 


* 
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are let ont to poor perſons, at a ſmall annual 
rent, on the condition of their keeping them in 
repair ; and many are totally ruinous and unin- 
| habited. The vote is in ſome inſtances ſeparat- 
ed from the houſe, by the praQtice of granting a 
teaſe of the latter for the term of nine hundred 
and ninety-nine years, ſubjeR to an annual pep- 
per- corn rent; in either caſe, of the vote being 
teſerved or fold with the houſe, it is conſidered 
as one hundred pounds in the purchaſe. We 
are informed, that the right of voting in the bo- 
rough has been invariably annexed to the ancient 
and eſtabliſhed burgage-tenures, and never, as in 
ſome others, enlarged to the houſeholders in 


general, A majority of theſe houſes are known 


to be the property of Henry Pierſe, Eſq. brother- 
in-law to lord Monſon, and Edward Laſcelles, 
Eſq. firſt couſin to lord Harewood, the preſent 
members, or their families. The number adver- 
tiſed to be fold ſome time ago, as the property 
of one gentleman, was thought to be fifteen. 
The remainder is divided ſingly, or in ſmall 
ſhares, among various proprietors. Previous to 
an election, in caſe an oppoſition is expected, the 
allignments, we are informed, of the ſeveral te- 
wares, are prepared for ſuch perſons as the re- 
: | ſpeftive 
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beflive proprietors can confide in; but they are 
not executed unleſs called for, nor even then 
uſually entruſted to the cuſtody of the voters. 

Sir Charles Turner has ten or twelve burgage- 
bouſes; Mr. Metcalf and family, five; Mr. 
Meek, three or four ; and the Rev. Mr. n 
about the ſame number. a 

It is an ancient borough, without a corpora- 
tion, governed by a bailiff, deputed and autho- 
riſed by the biſhop of Durham, for the: time be- 
ing, by patent for life. | 
Ine biſhop is lord of the manor ; and his bas : 
uff, or deputy, preſides at the 3 of mem- 
bers. of parliament. 

This borough, having ſent 26 Edw. I. inter- ; 
mitted, and made no other return till called upon, 
| as Malton was, to ſend members, by order of the 

houſe of commons, anno 1640. 4 8 

RICRHT Or ELECTION—IN the burgage-boldeth 

 Numustr or vorERs—About two hundred. 
| ReTunrNING orricz— The biſhop of Dur- 
ham's bailiff. | 
De” — Pierſe, Eſq. and Edward 

Laſcelles, — e 5 


rourRE r. 


NAT craracrer—The right of election 


in this borough has been conteſted upon every 
: | Vacancy 


»$6 7 _— 1 

vacancy that has happened fince the paſſing of 
the Grenville at. The queſtion has been, whe- 
ther that right was in the inhabitants houſe- 
holders, refiants here, or in burgage-tenures, the 


number of which is about three hundred and 


twenty; one hundred and ninety belonging to 
lord viſcount Galway ; to Sir Rowland Wynn, 
Bart. ninety; to Mr. Walſh, forty-two; and 
about one hundred to individuals. 

The firſt inveſtigation of theſe claims, was on 
the petition of the Right Hon. Charles James Fox, 
and James Hare, Eſq. who were candidates on | 
the fuffrages of the inhabitants, in the general 
dettion of 1774, againſt Sir John Goodricke, 
| Bart. and Charles Melliſh, Eſq. who were re- 


turned on the votes of the burgage-holders. The 


committee, which was appointed on the 28th of 
February, 1775, determined, on the gd of March 
following, that the right was in the burgage- 
holders; and that the fitting members were duly 
The ſecond conteſt was in 1782, when John 
' Smyth, Eſq. petitioned, on the votes of the inha- 
| bitants, againſt Nathaniel Smith, Efq. who had 
been returned by the burgage-holders. This 
committee determined, on the 1th of April, 
178g. contrary to the former one, that the right 


The 
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- The fame point was again conteſted at che ge- 
neral eleQion, in 1784 - when the Hon. William 
_ Cockayne, and John Walſh, Eſq. were petiti- 


oners, on the right of the burgage-holders, and 


John Smyth, Efq. and William Southeron,” Eſq. 


_ . were fitting members, on the election of the in- 


'habitants; when it was determined, on the +zth _ 
of June following, to be in the inhabitants, and 
that the fitting members were duly electe. 
Alt the laſt general election, in 1790, this point 
vas again conteſted ; when John Anſtruther, Eſq. 
and Charles Melliſh, Eſq, were petitioners, on 
| the claim of the burgage-holders; and John 
Smyth, Eſq. and William Southeron, Eſq. were. 


fitting members, on the oppoſite intereſt; wen 


the committee determined, for the third time, 
that the right was in the inhabitants. An appeal 
from this decifion has been made to the houſe | 
of commons, where it now remains for a 1 
deciſion. | 

In caſe the next committee ſhould determine, 
with the three laſt, that the right is in the inha- 
bitants; this borough will be independent of con- 


troul, unleſs an honourable attachment to John 


Smyth, Eſq. and Mr. Southeron, who have vin- 
dicated the right of the people through ſo many 


. expenſive litigations, can come under that deno= _ 


"mination. 


CORPORATION 


288 | POMFRET. ö 
1 of a mayor, recorder, 

and twelve aldermen, who are all — 

fon of the peace. | 

RienT or £ia:crioNn—1624, May 28. There 
being no charter preſcription for choice, the 
election is to be made by the inhabitants (houſe- 

_ holders) refiants there. > 

1500, Jan. 19. Agreed, «© That the right of 
* eleQtionis in ſuch perſons as have an inhe- 
* ritance, or freehold of burgage-tenure, | 
* within the ſaid borough.” : 

21715, March eg. Agreed, * That Pontefra 
* was a borough by preſcription; and that 
* the right of election is in perſons having 
* a frechold of burgage-tenure, paying a 
* burgage-rent.”” 1 

15. Feb. 6. Is in perſons having, within 

the faid borough, a freehold of burgage-tenure, 

paying a burgage-rent. | 
Nun or vorers—About three hundred 


and thirty. 


Rzrunninc orricer—The mayor. 


* 


HISTORY 


HISTORY 


_ OF THE 


CINQUE PORTS. 


' INTRODUCTION. x. 


Tu E name of Cinque Ports is derived from 
Quinque Portuus, five havens oppoſite to France, 
thus called by way of eminence, on account of 
their ſuperior importance. Our kings have 
thought them worthy a peculiar regard; and in 
order to ſecure them againſt invaſions, have 
granted them a particular form of government. 
They are under a keeper, who has the title of 
Lord Warden of the Cinque Ports ( an officer 
firſt appointed by William the Conqueror), who 
has the authority of an admiral among them, and 
iſſues out writs in his own name. 
The privileges anciently annexed to theſe ports 
and their dependants, were, 
I. An exemption from all taxes and Ms 
Vol. II. 3-5, 
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II. A power to oblige all that lived in their 


| juriſdiction to plead in their courts, and to pu- 
niſh offenders in their own bounds; as alſo mur- 


derers, and fugitives from juſtice. 

III. A power to puniſh foreigners, as well as 
natives, for theft ; to have a pillory, and * 
or cucking- tool *. 

IV. A power to raiſe — Alis any 
man's land againſt breaches of the ſea. 


V. To appropriate to their own uſe all loſt 
goods, and man. if not claimed within 


a year and a day. 
VI. To have commons, and to beac liberty to 


VII. r 


as they found floating on the ſea; thoſe thrown 


out of ſhips in a ſtorm; and thoſe driven aſhore 


when no wreck or ſhip was to be ſeen. 
VI. To be a guild or fraternity, and to be 

allowed the franchiſes of court-lect and court- 

baron. | | 


* A machine formerly uſed for the puniſhment of ſcolds and 


brawling women ; as alſo for brewers and bakers, who tranſ- 
grelſed the laws, and were, in ſuch chair or ſtool, to be immerged 
in ſome muddy or faking pond. What pity ſuch a machine 


ſhould be out of uſe in theſe days, when ſo many worthy wights | 


93 


IX. A 
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IX. yy power to: aſſemble and keep a portmote, 
or parliament for the Cinque Ports; to puniſh 
all infringers of their privileges; make bye- laws, 
1 all appeals from the inferior courts. 

X. Their barons to have the privilege of ſup- 
porting the N over os OG s. ng at his 
coronation. | Fes 
In return for theſe re the Cee Bis . 
were required to fit out fifty-ſeven ſhips, each 
manned with twenty-one men and a boy, with 
Which they were to attend the king's ſervice, for 
fifteen days, at their own expence ; but if the 
| ſlate of affairs required their aſſiſtance any longer, 
* were to be paid by the crown. | 
I.,: is certain that the Cinque-Ports were, at a 
very remote period, endowed, by royal grant, 
with divers very valuable privileges and immu- 
nities, as a compenſation and remuneration for 
the ſhipping which they engaged to ſupply the 
ſovereign with, whenever he ſhould require it of 
them, and for other public fervices, which they 
were beund to the performance of. 

As the exaQt time at which they: were enfran- 

chiſed has never been, with. any certainty, diſ- 
covered, they are held to enjoy all their ear- 


lieſt bees and privileges, as time out mind, 
Us | by 


von etre ryORTS. | | 

by preſcription. Theſe were confirmed to the in- 
habitants of the Cinque Ports, and their members, 
by Magna Charta, wherein they are ſtyled the ba- 
rons of the Cinque Ports; and again, by a general 
charter of Edward I. which, by inſpextmus, re- 
ceived confirmation, and ſometimes additions, 
| from moſt of the kings and queens of this realm, 
ull the time of Charles II. whoſe " charter 
is the laſt. 

As the term baron occurs continually hens 
out all the charters of the Ports, it may not be 
improper to inform our readers, that it is of the 
ſame import as burgeſs or freeman. From the 
mode in which it is uſed, there is great reaſon 
to think, that every inhabitant of the Ports, con- 
tributing to the common expences, and other 
ſervices, was a baron, that is, a freeman. In 
ſome of the oldeſt boroughs in the kingdom, 
wherein the lands were holden in ancient de- 
meſne, every inhabitant, who paid a rent to the 
crown, was intitled to the elective franchife ; 
by analogy it ſhould ſeem probable, that the 
fame rights formerly prevailed in the Ports, as 
_ to thoſe inhabitants who were aſſeſſed to the 
exigencies of the public. There are many other 
circumſtances which give great ſtrength to this 


. ſuppoſition, 
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ſuppoſition, which will be hereafter touched 
upon. | | 


— * 


The repreſentatives of the Ports in parliament 
are, to this day, ſtyled barons, becauſe they were * 
formerly, as they ſtill ought to be, choſen from 
amongſt the inhabitants at large. 


US ... . Annes 


qt * 
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1 of Mr. Crewe's bil, the 
appointment of the repreſentative in parliament 
for this town was wholly in the Treaſury ; the 
number of voters was uſually about twenty, the 
whole of whom had places under, or were other- 
viſe provided for, by government. The manage- 
ment and conduR of this faithful, and well-diſ- 
ciplined corps of treaſury auxiliaries, was, for a 

long ſcries of years, veſted in Mr. Collier, who, 
in this ſituation, acquired a very princely fortune, 
whereby he was enabled to provide for five co- 
heireſſes, his daughters, in a very handſome man- 
ner. Upon his death, Mr. Edward Milward, 
{who had married a Miſs Collier) ſucceeded to 
this poſt of agent to the treaſury, and, by way of 
compenſation for the proper diſcharge of his 
election duties, was appointed to the very lucra- 
tive office of ſurveyor general of the riding officers : 
from which poſt, about ſeven years ago, he was re- 
moved by the board of cuſtoms, notwithſtanding 
the whole intereſt and influence of the treaſury 
was exerted to prevent his being diſplaced. 
That this oppoſition between two ſuch great 
powers may not appear ſtrange to our readers, 
| | We 
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we think it neceſſary to inform them, that at this 
time the board of cuſtoms (owing to a change in 

adminiſtration) were in oppoſition to the lords of 
the treaſury; moſt of the commiſſioners, having 
been appointed under former adminiſtrations, 
felt no very great affection for the preſent. Mr. 
Henry Pelham, and Mr. Papillon, however, hav- 
ing ſince been prevailed on to retire, the treaſury 
have now regained the favourable opinion of that 
office. 5 „„ | 

This loſs was, however, made up_to Milward, | 
by.the appointment'of his ſon to the office of de- 
puty comptroller of exciſe, who, on coming of 
age, was made a jurat; but it was judged expe- 
dient to unite alſo, in his perſon, in addition, the 
more lucrative office of town clerk ; accordingly, 
Mr. Thatcher, the old town clerk, was turned 
out of his place, to make room for this young 
_ gentleman. A trial in the court of King's Bench, 
between theſe two competitors for office, was 
| the conſequence; when it was determined*, that 
a jurat of the corporation of Haſtings might be 
elected town clerk ; but that the two offices are 
incompatible, and that the acceptance of the latter, 
though an inferior office, will vacate the former. 


* Firſt Term Reports, Durnford and Eaſt, 
| EEE. —He 


- 
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— He has fince reſigned the office of town clerk, 
on getting his more valuable place in the exciſe, 
and is now again a jurat ; theſe two places, it is 
preſumed, not being incompatible. _ 

It would be very difficult to pronounce whe. 
ther, at this time, the treaſury, or Mr. Milward's 
imercſ in this borough, be the ſuperior; in- 
deed, this point is not likely to be brought to a 
very ſpeedy determination, as this gentleman in- 
variably fides with the miniſter for the time being, 
whoſe appointees he returns to parliament upon 
very moderate terms and conditions, without 
making any inquiry as to their capacity, or fitneſs 
for that fituation. In faR, the only indiſpenſible 
- requiſite is, an ability and diſpoſition to ſay yea 
and nay, according to the mandate of the mi- 
niſter. „ | = 

At preſent, the whole patronage of govern- 
ment, in this place, is in the hands of Mr. Mil- 
ward, who diſpoſes of the various places as he 
imagines will be moſt conducive to the common 
intereſt of himſelf and the treaſury. Since Mr. 
Crewe's bill, it has been neceſſary to keep up a 
certain number of freemen (juſt enough to go 
through the farce, and to perform the various 
ceremonics, of an election) who do not oſten- 


fibly hold any place or CO AN 
| Theſe, 
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Theſe, however, do not go unprovided for; they ' 
are, as of courſe, quartered on ſuch of their bro- 
ther freemen as are in poſſeſſion of the more lu- 
crative ſituations ; others, rather than loſe their 
franchiſes by the operation of that bill, have given 
up their places to their ſons, and other near re- : 

lations ; by which meaſure the freeman preſerves 

his vote, and the treaſury its influence. 

i Whatever perſonal intereſt Mr. Milward may 
have at this place, apart from and independent 
of the treaſury, is obtained and preſerved by 
lending fmall ſums of money, on bond, to the 
more indigent freemen; which obligations are 
never meant to be enforced, ſo long as they are, 
| as eleftors, in a ſtate of paſſive obedience and 
non-reſiſtance; but if, at any time, they ſhould ' 
venture to give the ſmalleſt indication of an in- 
elination to an independence of opinion and ſen- 
 timent, a payment of their debts is required, and 

a priſon the certain conſequence of the ſmalleſt 

delay. | 
1 a conteſted election, ee n Beau- 
mont and Mr. Grey, in 1689, the number of vo- 
ters polled, was 67; in 1698, between Mr. Auſten 
and Mr. Gott, 70. In 1690, a petition of Robert 
Munns, Eſq. was delivered to the houſe of com- 
, ſhewing, that the petitianer vas duly 

oy "I 


Gs : waorines | 
| dlefled one of the barons of this port, and ought = 
EN. governor of Dover Caſtle, who pretended 
to have a power over the ſeveral Cinque Ports, 
wrote ſeveral mandatory letters to the mayors, 
and returning-officers of the Cinque Ports, re- 
guiring them not to engage their votes for any : 
particular perſon, for that his majeſty would re- 
commend to them ſuch perſons as he ſhould 
think convenient for them to chooſe; and, by 
feveral menaces and threats, procured a majority 
of the electors to vote for him to ſerve in parlia- 
ment for the Port of Haſtings, and prevailed on 
the mayor to return him, though not legally 
deftcd, tothe prejudice of the petitioner ; which 
petition was referred to a committee to report 
upon, &c. 
We make no comment on the above, but leave 


this borough from a naked ſtatement of facts; 
and we will venture to aſſert, ſince the time of 
this petition, that it is no way amended—but this 
by way of ſample. From the evidence, on the 
trial of the mandamus brought by H. Moore, 
againſt the mayor and jurats of this town, it ap- 
pears, that the right of the eledlive franchiſe in 
this place, 2 to its true conſtitution, and 


ee | 


* 


the reader to form his judgment of the purity of - 
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g to the cuſtumal then produced, is as 
follows: 

In 1736, a'writ of mandamus was brought by 
| Henry Moore, to require the mayor, jurats, and 
commonalty of the town and Port of Haſtings, 
to admit him into the place and office of one of 

the freemen of that town; and the writ” ſets 
© forth, that he is the eldeſt ſon of a freeman, born 
within the town; after the admiſſion and ſwear- 
ing of his father into the place and office of one 
of the freemen of the ſaid town and Port; and 
that he has a right, in reſpe& thereof, and alſo 
upon paying a reaſonable fine, to be admitted 
into the place and office of one of the freemen 
of the ſaid town and Port. | 

The above was the matter at iſſue for the 
„ N 
Lord Hatdnbcke) "_ was then the lord chief 

| juſtice of the court of king's bench, in ſumming 
up the evidence, ſaid to the jury: 

The point inſiſted on by the plaintiff's 

- counſel, and the firſt thing produced to be con- 

ſidered by you is a book, in which is an ancient 
entry of the cuſtumal of the Five Ports and their 
members; the time whereof the memory of man 
is not to the contrary. | | 
The evidence relied on for the plaintiff 4 is 
this, 
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this, © concerning the making of freemen ae 
* as tated.” 

* After reading theſe entries, the counſel for 
the defendants objeRed, that this-was not a par- 


ticular cuſtumal of Haſtings, and therefore not 


fo conclufive. But Haſtings, in the mandamus, 
is faid to be one of the Five Ports. They 


_ © have given evidence of three different ſpecies 


* of perſons admitted under this right.” 
he firſt is, where perſons were admitted 
as eldeſt ſons of freemen, born within the bo- 
rough, and after e amractage 
the father, 

ve com baba ati. e 
eldeſt ſons, born within the borough; but it does 
not appear, whether before or after the admil- - 


Bnet che finker. And, 


Nos The third ſpecies of perſons, who were ad- 
minted as the ſons of freemen in general; but 
they have not ſhewn that they were born in the 
town, or after the father's freedom. 

* For the defendants, the gentlemen on the 
other fide infiſt, there is no right at all to free- 


dom in this borough; but that all admiſſions 


depend upon the will and pleaſure of the mayor. 
and jurats; that they may admit or refuſe, a 
. And they 
inſiſt, 
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ink, that if there be ſuch a right, that it is re- 
ſtrained by theſe two qualifications, of being 
born in the town, and after the ſwearing and 
admiſſion of the father 

« And another qualification inſiſted on by the. 
defendants i is, that he ſhould be reſiant within 


the borough. 
'« Gentlemen, the matter of law which will 


ariſe, if you are of opinion that there is ſuch a 
cuſtom, will be whether the fine be a reaſonable 
fine, as the plaintiff has laid it, or whether this 
Is a certain fine of 6s. 8d. ?. 

« The firſt evidence that has been produced 
for the defendants, is an old book, in which 
there are entries of an old cuſtumal, and a bye- 
law, dated the 12th of April, 15 Elizabeth, by 
which it is decreed, © That if any freeman, now, 
« or at any time hereafter, an inhabitant of this 
« town, ſhall depart or dwell out of the town, 
by the ſpace of a year and a day, he or they, fo 
« dwelling out of the town, ſhall loſe his or their 
te freedom for ever.” I own I do not know ſo 
extraordinary a cuſtom any where, for a man to 
have a Tight to be admitted a freeman who was 
not reſident, and yet the corporation e diſ- 
franchiſe a man for non- reſidence. 


« But 


—_ . _ 7 7 
_ * But this bye-law will not be of much weight 
one way or the other. It only ſhews the act of 
the corporation, to disfranchiſe any perſon that 
goes out of the borough,” _ | 
* They have alſo produced, for the defen- 
dants, another book, in which, they ſay, is con- 
tained the uſage of Haſtings, time out of mind, 
and they have read out of it an entry, in old 
| French; the purport of which is, © That if a 
v foreigner reſides in Haſtings a year and a day, 
"© he may come before the bailiff and jurats, 
* and be admitted to the freedom, upon taking 
* an oath.” The witneſs who: read this, ſwore, 
that there was no other evidence in the book, 
relating to the making of freemen. | 
They read this to ſhew, that there is no 
right of freedom at all in this borough, if a 
ſtranger, who has lived in the town a year and a 
day, may come before the bailiff and jurats, and 
they may admit him, upon taking an oath. ___ 
*The next evidence the defendants have 
| produced, is from entries of admiſſion of the 
ſons of freemen, without mentioning that they 
were either eldeſt or youngeſt ſons; and they 
only ſhew, that the faQ is, that other ſons, as 
well as eldeſt ſons, have been admitted for a 


fine of 68. 8d. 


« It 
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It will be proper,. * for ron gentle- 
men, to conſider, | f 

« Firſt, If you believe, on the di that 
there is no right in the ſon of any freeman to 
demand his freedom of the mayor and jurats, 
but that all depends on their pleaſure; but, if 

you believe, that there is a right in the ſon of a 

freeman, and that the mayor and jurats cannot 

deny him his freedom, then you will confider, 
whether the two qualifications, of being born in 
the borough, after the freedom of the n are 
neceſſary or no? 

HI you believe they are not neceſſary, but 
that, whether he be born in or out of the bo- 
rough, or before or after he was made free, 

makes no difference; in that caſe you muſt find 

for the defendants. 543+ 1 

„ © But if you believe a right in the ſons of 

| freemen, and that being born in the borough, 

and after the father's freedom, are effential, 
then you will confider the matfer of reſiance. 

« And, if you believe reſiance not neceſſary, 
then you muſt find a verdi for the plaintiff. 

- © But, on the other hand, if you believe being 

born in the borough, and after the father's 

freedom, are not neceſſary ; . or, if neceſſary, | 

Gaſt it is cqually neceſſary that, the perſons 

ſhould 
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n find a vert 
for the defendants.” 

Verdict for the plaintiff. 

Foreman. We find that the eldeſt fon of a 
freeman, born within the borough after his 
father*s freedom, has a right.” 

Lord Hardwicke. * What do you find as to 
the commorancy ?” | - 
Foreman. My lord, we find reſidence not 
' accefſary; and that the eldeſt ſon, born within 
the borough after his father's freedom, has a 
right, upon paying a cuſtomary fine? 

. au, you find he 
fine?” 
| Foreman. © We find the fine e 84 
and that is reaſonable.” “ 

Lord Hardwicke. * That point of the ifs 
able fine muſt be ſaved for the opinion of the 
court, and let the poftea ſtay.” = 

We ſhould here obſerve, that Moore was 
completely ſucceſsful upon this occaſion. It is 
true, that he claimed his freedom merely as an 
eldcſt fon; but the ſame evidence by which he 
availed himſelf, went the full length of eſtabliſh 
ing the right „ freeman to 
his freedom. 

OTE by the jury upon this oc- 


caſion 
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cafion, came tes the review of the court of. 


confirmed by the 'unanimous ering and 


. ſandtion of the judges. 


We wiſh, in a very particular manner, to 


draw the attention of the reader to this very im- 


portant trial, as it not only clearly and ſatisfac- 
torily demenſtrates what was originally, and 


what ought ſtill to be, the conſtitution of Haſ- 
tings, but throws great light upon the true con- 


ſtitution of the reſt of thę Cinque Ports, notwith- 


ſtanding the uſurpationg and corruptions which, 


in theſe latter days, prevail more or leſs, in all 


of them. | | 
ti the courſe of the Seaford conteſts, it be- 


came important for ſome of the parties to 
inſpeQ this cuſtumal; and a rule was accord- 


ingly obtained from the court of king*s-betich 
For that purpoſe ; but lo! it was miſſing, and not 


to be found! Through fear that ſome future 


_ claimant of a freedom fhould attempt to accom- 


Pliſh and perfect what Moore left undone, it was 


thought expedient to commit this highly impor- 

tant and venerable record to the flames. But, 

notwithſtanding this deſtruction of it by fire, we 
Vor. II. 5 8 congratulate 


King's-bench, as appears from Strange's Re- - 
ports, 1070, which, after ſolemn argument, was 


906 nasrtdes. 


congratulate che public, that the moſt W . 


and conſequental part of #t has been preſerved 
in the State Trials, by reaſon of the mandamus 


brought by Moore. Of which cuſtumal Jeake 
makes mention, page 35 and 123. 

By the laſt determination of the houſe of 
commons, which took place in the year 1698, it 
appears, that the right of election of members of 
parliament for the Port of Haſtings, is in the 
mayor, jurats, and freemen, reſident, and not 
receiving alms. But here ariſes a very impor- 
tant queſtion, which is, who are entitled to be 
freemen? Mr. Milward:contends, that only the 
firſt born ſon of a freemen, and ſuch as are an- 
nually nominated by the mayor; we have very 
little ſcruple to ſay, that if this queſtion ſhould 
ever be fairly brought before an impartial 
committee of the houſe of commons, we have 
no doubt but that the determination would be, 
that the right of freedom is e to the 
cuſtumal above ſet out. 

| Government have at this place a ae 
houſe; a cuſtom-houſe boat, under pretence of 
watching the ſmugglers, the crew of which are 
all landmen, but taken from amongſt the free- 


K Ordnance fort, of no utility whatever ; ; 
and 


: 
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and an eftabliſhment of twelve riding officers; 
beſides the uſual retainers of the exciſe and of 
che poſt office. 
3 complaint was exhibited to the commil: 5 
ſioners of the cuſtoms againſt the patrons of this 
berough, by the town-clerk, in 1787, for quar- 
tering freemen, at five, ten, and twenty pounds 
a year each, upon the revenue officers of this 

port; in which complaint were ſpecifically men- 

| tioned the names of Bevins, Hide, Meadow, 
Bourne, and others, who had paid ſuch ſums. 
A copy of this memorial is now in our hands, 
which we will take good care of, as it may 
hereafter, in common with ſimilar proofs in 
our ne be a ſubject of more ſerious en- 
quiry. ** 

We muſt not omit to add, that it was in con- 
ſequence of this complaint, that the elder Mr. 
Milward was deprived of his place of ſurveyor- 
general of the riding officers by the board of 

cuſtoms, | 


1 


4 Lit of the Whole Body of Elefors of Haſtings, 
taken the twenty-fifth day of April, 1792 ; many 
of whom have ſmall places in the Cuſtoms, Exciſe, 
end Ordnence, which it is unneceſſary to ſpecify. 


MAYOR. | 
| Mr. Edward Milward. 


DEPUTY MAYOR. | 
Mr. Edward Milward, Junior, Controller of Ex- 
ciſe, £. 1425 per annum, reſides i in London. 


-JURATS. 
+ Rev. William Hicks Coppard. 
Thomas Evitt, colleQor of the cuſtoms. 
John Stevens, officer of ditto. . 
John Thatcher, a ſuperannuated officer, 
John Crouch, ditto. 
Thomas Crouch. 
Lovell Crouch. 
John Goldſworthy "EY 
Walter Crouch. 
William Polhill, 


| rannIN, 
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Honourable General James n Mil- 
ward's brother-in-law and friend. 

Robert Meadow, ſen. a ſuperannuated boat- | 
officer. | 

William Lintott. 

1 Henry Sargent: 

Thomas Morfee, relation of Mead 
John Thatcher. 

+ Rev. William Coppard. | 
85 William Scrivens, tenant of Milward. | 

Alexander Godfrey, a priſoner in the king's Q 
bench, at the ſuit of Milward. ' 

John Weatherman. 2 ; 
Robert e a ee of the cul. 
\toms. 75 

Joſeph Edwards. le 

Robert Meadow, Jun. 

Edward Evitt, purſer of the 5 man of 
. 

John Williams, 
John Hide. 
Spencer Kent. 
| Joſeph Diplock. 
Richard Ball. | 
Thomas Mannington. | 
Nathaniel Crouch, a bomb-bailiff. 
* Edwards, ſen. 


a1 „„ | Thomas 
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Thomas Godley. ' 
Robert Ball. 
2 Stephen Penight. 
Charles Stevens Crouch. 

Benjamin Boſſom. 

Richard Edwards, jun. 

Jahn Williams, jun. | 
Thoſe with this mark t, are in oppoſition to Milward z but 
the numerous family of the Crouch's are all his immediate de- 
A | | A | 


_ Conronarion—By charter of queen Eliza- 
beth, it conſiſts of a mayor, recorder, and twelve 
jurats. The corporation is exempted from toll, 
and has the power * * 5 
ture in capital caſes. | 

Ricur or ELECTION—16g8, goth January. | 

Is in the mayor, jurats, and freemen, reſidens 

and not receiving alms only. | 
Nunzzr or voTters— Twelve. 
Rxrunxtxc orricer—The mayor. 


Patzon—The Treaſury. 


DOVER, 


DOVER, 


PorLrtTIcaLcnaracteR—This townis properly 


> called the capital of the Cinque Ports, and ſtands 


in nearly the ſame ſituation, with reſpect to the 
others, as the chief town of a county does with 
thoſe of leſs note; the lord warden's court being 
held here, and the caſtle being uſed as the ann 
of all the Ports. E 
The right of freedom is the ſame 1220 as de- 
ſcribed in the cuſtumal of Haſtings, with the ad- 
dition of its extending to the huſbands of free- 
men's daughters, as well as to the ſons of freemen; 
freeholders are alſo entitled to the elective fran- 
chiſe in this place; which privilege is at chis day 
retained here only; at the other ports it has long 
ſince, by corrupt contrivances and practices, 
been ſtifled. The number of voters being up- 
wards of twelve hundred, they cannot all be pro- 
vided for out of ſinecure places, and revenue 
officers, as in moſt of the other Ports; neverthe- 
leſs, government obtains ſuch a degree of influ- _ 


ence from the cuſtom-houſe, packet-boats, mili- ; 


' tary and naval appointments, &c. as always to 
nominate one of the members; the other 1s 


_ a gentleman i in oppoſition. | : 
X4 15 . 


giz ' oven. | | 
Mr. Trevanion, who was firſt 3 to 
the eleQors of this town by the celebrated Charles 
Churchill, in the days of Mr. Wilkes's popula. 
rity, has continued in his ſituation as member 
or this port, in oppoſition to all the influence of 
ſucceeding adminiſtrations (with only one excep- 
tion, which was in the year 1784), till the preſent 
This town was formerly of infinitely more im- 
portance than at preſent, the caſtle having been 
.confidered as the key to the kingdom. In its 
| proſperity it had twenty-one wards, each of which 
Furniſhed a ſhip for the ſervice of the nation, and 
maintained. it forty days, at the expence of the 
inhabitants. It had likewiſe ſeven churches, - 
though there are now only two remaining. It is 
Kill, however, a large town, and not like the de- 
cayed villages of Winchelſea and Seaford, a 
_ barleſque upon the exerciſe of OY. and 
judicial powers. 
. CoxrornaTiON—It is governed by a mayor, 
twelve jurats, and thirty-fix common council. 
Neuro £L:crion—1623, 24 March. Is in 
me freemen, and free burgeſſes, inhabitants of 
Dover. Every ſon of a freeman, and every per- 
fon marrying a freeman's daughter, is entitled to 


| SANDWIeK, = . gif 
his freedom, as is every freeholder within the 
juriſdiction of the corporation; beſides all thoſe 
who are made free by redemption, gift, or pur- 
chaſe. We muſt here ebſerve, that this is the 
only one of the Ports that has preſerved any ; 
traces of its true conſtitution. . We are, how- 5 
ever, of opinion, that by a ſpirited exertion, the 
rights of the inhabitants might ſtill be recovered 
in many of the Ports. ö - 
1770, 12 March. That the —— = 
freemen, as well as the inhabitant freemen, and 
free burgeſſes of the town and port of Dover, 
a have a voice in the election. 

NUMBER. OF vorzxs— According to the poll 7 
at the laſt general election, n to be about 
twelve hundred. . 
RETURNING orricxn—The mayor. | | 
Paro The admiralty, of one feat; inde- | 
_ pendent as to the other. Mr. Peter 'FeQor has 
the beſt intereſt of any individual in __ place, 


ds eins with government. 
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Portticas cnanacrer—ThisistheonlyCinque: 
Port, except Dover, which has the leaſt claim to 


: independence, and that ariſes from the extenſive 
number 
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number of its eleftors. Sandwich, which has fot 
many years been ranked as an admiralty borough, 
from the influence of innumerable places, and 
the douceurs which the voters hold under the 
patronage of that board; has been generally re- 
preſemed by two members of their nomination ; 
but, at the laſt election, Sir Horace Mann, who 
_ refides in the neighbourhood, having the largeſt 
Kentiſh eſtate of any man in the county, and is 
fo much reſpected for his hoſpitality and convi- 
vial talents, that no other perſon wouldhave ſtood 
the fmalleſt chance of ſucceſs in oppoſition to 
government, became a candidate on his own in- 
tereſt, in oppoſition to lord Parker, comptroller of 
the houſchold, (who was ſupported by govern- 
ment, in conjunction with Mr. Stephens, ſecre- 
tary to the admiralty) was ſucceſsful, as will ap- 
pear by the cloſe of the poll; the numbers be- 
ing, for 


Philip Stephens, Eſq. — 474 
Sir Horace Mann — 314 
Lord Parker — — 290 
Thus the independent intereſt ſucceeded, for 
the firſt time, in the election of one of their mem- 
bers. The other is ſtill conſidered as 5 being at 
the diſpoſal of the admiralty. 
The mayor and jurats of this port, like the 
corporations 


C 
| corporations of hott cities and- boroughs, have 
not neglefted to uſe their utmoſt endeavours to 
obtain a monopoly of the right of DENT to the 
excluſion of the freemen®.  -— 
At the eleQtion' in 1620, the third it 
K James I. lord Cobham, warden of the Cinque 
Ports, made an order, which he got confirmed by 
the lords of the privy council, that the mayor and 
_ jurats only, ſhould make the elections of members 
of parliament. The freemen, or commons, were 
therefore debarred from giving their voices, with 
- threats of. impriſonment. Sir Robert Hatton was f 
returned oy the ax Sp and jurats. The. com- 
were intimidated by the Mazilklates. The houſe 
of commons, however, held the election void, and 
ordered a new writ, for the freemen at t large t to 
0 make the election. oy Ns 
It likewiſe appears, that the corporation of this 
port have not been exempt from the charge of | 
62 corruption, any more than their neighbours; as 
on the 25th: of November, 1695, a petition of 
| John. Thurban, ſerjeant at law, was preſented to 
the houſe, ſetting forth, that he was duly elected 
a baron to ſerve in „ for this Porte but 


* In Glamville' s Reports cſs + 76, chers is muck N 
3 as to 0 this, th 
at 


* 
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that Edward Brent, and John Taylor, Eſqrs. had 
prevailed with the mayor to return * * 
they were not duly choſen. 

Upon the examination of evidence, the follow- 
| ing matter came out before a committee: 

Ralph Goodchild faid, a great while before 
the writ came down, and he believes a month be- 
| fore the election, at the deſire of ſome of Mr. 
Taylor's friends, he went to Mr. Taylor's houſe, 
with an account of what men they thought would 
engage for him; and that Mr. Taylor ſaid to him, 
and, as he believes, Mr. Paramour, Mr. Mandy, 
and Mr. Gregg, were by, that he had heard ſome 
people got places of profit by being parliament- 
men; and that, if the town choſe. him, and he 
got any, he would give half to the corporation, and 
20l. a year to the poor, and give tlie corpora- 
tion a treat on the day he was choſen, yearly ; 
that Mr. Taylor bid him ſpeak of it, and he did, 
accordingly, make uſe of it, to perſuade ſeveral 
to vote for Mr. Taylor; that he voted ſo, and 
deſigned to do fo before the ſaid promiſe; and 
ſaid, he believed he ſaw bills of charges of 300l. 
on Mr. Taylor's account, and that Mr. cricket 
vin Mr. Taylor's agent. 

Twiſden ſaid, that Mr. Taylor, the day before 
- the election, declared, Mandy being preſent, if he 
| | got 
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got + Slit of 10001. or gool. a year, as he hoped he 
ſhould, or whatever it was, he would give one half to 

the town; and Mr. Cricket ſaid, he would give 
his bond, that Mr. Taylor ſhould expend 40l. or 
50l. yearly, upon the town, and give 20l. yearly 

to the poor; and Turner, fitting by, ſaid, he 
would drink the petitioner's health, but durſt not 
vote for him, for if he did, they would never em- 
ploy him again. 

John Chapman ſaid, Cricket declared, that Mr. 
Taylor had promiſed, and he (Cricket) would 
give his bond as before teſtified; and that, on 
account of his voting for Mr. Brent, Cricket had 
received forty ſhillings of Rickſey, which he paid 
in part of 71. owing from him to the ſerjeant, 
but owned Cricket was bound with him for it; 
but it did not . Mr. Brent had ws | 
* N 
| Cricket and Moor faid, the mayor went to ſe- = 
veral to vote for Mr. Brent; and Moor owned, 
that he himſelf had ſpoke to ſeveral to vote for 
the ſerjeant. 9 5 

Clark, Jenkinſon, and 3 ſaid, that a letter 
was read, as from Sir Cloudeſly Shovel, by which 
5 they pretended, that all the ſeamen who would not. 
vote for Mr, Brent ſhould be preſſed. Rickſey 


and 


818 SANDWICH. 


and others were preſent, and ſome — were 
ſcared out of the town by it. | 
__ , Rickſey produced a letter which, being wa 
he ſaid was only a recommendation of Mr. Rent. 
without any threatening or promiſes. . 
John Vatchelor ſaid, Broderly, who voted, and 
made intereſt for Mr. Brent, offered him two 
half crowns to vote for Mr. Brent, and Rickſey 
and Fiſher were by, and was threatened.to be 
ruined, becauſe he would not vote againſt the 
N. Vatchelor, his brother, ſaid, he had heard 
his brother John declare, that Broderly had of. 
| Fered him no money. | 

Hutton ſaid, he had a debt of 31. odd money 

owing to him from Curſer ; but he dying, it be- 
came dubious; and that he was offered to have 
it paid if he would vote for Mr. Taylor. 

There is at this place a harbour with a large 
revenue, a mere job a cuſtom-houſe ; cuſtom- 
houſe cutter; two cuſtom-houſe boats; a fort; 
two caſtle, in the neighbourhood, officered by 
freemen; and ten riding officers. Any owner of 
a veſſel or hoy, being a freeman, may have his 
thip taken into the ſervice of the admiralty, up- 
ou application ; at this time ſeven veſlels are ſq 


engaged. 


Cor» | 
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| + ConroxarIon—By a charter, dated in the year 

2685, it conſiſts of a mayor, recorder, twelve 
| Jurats, and twenty-four common-councilmen. 

Richr or ELECTION—16gO, 3 31ſt Oct.— The 
freemen of che port of Sandwich, inhabiting 
vithin the ſaid port, although N 4 receive e alms, 
have a right to vote. 

Not agreed to by the houſe. 

NunzzR OF vorn About four hundred 
and eighty. | 
RETURNING orrickn— The mayor. 

_ Parzox—Admiralty. X 

Mr. Stephens, the ſecretary to the is. 
has been returned for this port ever ſince he has 
been in place, now upwards of thirty years. The 
| inhabitants are bound to this gentleman by every 
tie of gratitude, as there is ſcarcely a ſingle Fa- 
mily, ſome part of which has not been provided 
for by him, in the admiralty, navy, or marines. 
Since the laſt election, the people of this town 
have ſeverely felt the inconvenience of having 
| preſumed to reje& Mr. Stephens's friend, lord 
Parker. Some have been alſo diſplaced, and no 
5 WoW places have been granted, but upon a pro- 
mile of implicit obedience. | 


— 


* 
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Tortrieat cnaracrer—The bailiff of this 
port was appointed by the archbiſhop of Canter. 
bury, till the giſt year of Henry VIII. when the 
archbiſhop exchanged the manor of Saltwood, to- 
| gether with the bailiwick of Hythe, with the king, 
- for eſtates elſewhere. After which a bailiff was 
appointed annually by the crown, till the reign 
of Elizabeth, who in the 17th year of her reign, 
granted it a particular charter of incorporation, 
by the name of mayor, jurats, and commonalty, 
under which they till continue to be governed. 
The corporation, out of whom are choſen two 
chamberlains and a town-clerk, with the aſſiſtance 
of ninety freemen, making in the whole one hun- 
dred and twenty-ſix, cle& the two members; out 
of which number, only twenty-two are reſidents ; 
the remaining hundred and four being diſperſed 
over different parts of the country. 

The charters of this corporation, as well as 
thoſe of the other Cinque Ports, were, in 1685, 
by the arbitrary command of Charles II. ſurren- 
dered up to colonel Strode, then governor of 
Dover caſtle, and were never afterwards returned; 
but they are ſuppoſed to be in poſſeſſion of go- 

vernment at this moment, 


The 
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The influence of this place is not ſo eaſily ma- 
naged as the inſignificant corporations of Rye, 
Winchelſea, Haſtings, Seaford, or Romney. One 
hundred and twenty-ſix eleQors, five-ſixths of 
| whom are not immediately under the controul or 
perſecution of a treaſury agent, cannot be train- 
ed to the word of command ſo eaſy as a dozen 
cuſtom-houſe officers, or penſioners, upon the 
emoluments of the ſinecures. By one artifice or 
other, however, government always contrive to 
have both members conſtantly in its intereſt. 
The corporation of Hythe are under the ab- 
ſolute direction of Mr. Robert Tournay *, an at- 
torney, who is every other year choſen mayor ; 
and, in ſpite of legal incapacity, unites with the 
office of chief magiſtrate, that of town clerk ; 
thereby conſolidating the maſter and ſervant in 
the ſame perſonal agency ; but, as pluralities of 
livings, as well as places, are ſanQtioned by the 
example of church and ſtate, we muſt not ſuppoſe, 
that the emoluments ariſing from the miniſterial 
duties of one office, can influence the judicial 
deportment of the other. : 
| The intereſt amongſt the electors, is nearly 
equally divided between government and Mr. 


* The joint agent of the treaſury and Mr. Evelyn. 
"VOL. II. „„ — Eve: 
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Evelyn, one of the preſent members. Mr. Al- 
derman Sawbridge has indeed attempted the eſ. 
tabliſhment of an independent intereſt; but, while 
the repreſentation remains in its preſent debili- 
tated form, ſuch exertions, though they might 
ſacceed on a fingle occaſion, can neither give 
permanency nor ſecurity to the freedom of 

Conronarion—By charter of incorporation, 
granted by Queen Elizabeth, it conſiſts of a 
mayor, twelve jurats, and twenty-four common- 
councilmen. ; 

RientT or £LECTION—1710, 27th Jan.—lIs in 

the mayor, jurats, common-councilmen, and free- 
men. 

| Agreed to by the houſe. 

Nunzzx or vorzes—One hundred and twen- 
ty-kAx, about half of whom are non-reſidents. 

Rerunninc orricex—The mayor. 

Parzon—The treaſury partially. 

Mr. William Deedes and Sir Charles Farnaby 

Radcliffe, who have both conſiderable intereſt 

here, are entirely at the devotion of the mi- 
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Toriric al, 8 oe enjoys the 
ſame excluſive privileges with the other ports; 
in addition to which, it had a charter of incorpo- 
ration from Edward III: by the ſtyle of the ba- 
rons of the Port of New Romney ; afterwards by. 
that of jurats and commonalty ; and laſtly, by. 
Queen Elizabeth, .in-the fifth year of her reign, 
by the ſtyle of the mayor, jurats, and common-, 
alty ; at which time, by letters patent, ſhe ratified 
all the privileges they had enjoyed in the reign 
of Edward the Confeſſor, or at any other time. 
By the Forms of this charter, the corporation is 
governed at this time; but the charter was ſeized, 
by order of King Charles II. in 168g, by colonel 
Strode, and has never been returned fince. 

The corporation ſhould conſiſt, according to 
that charter, of a mayor, twelve jurats, twenty-ſix 
 common-councilmen, and an indefinite number 

of freemen ; but, as the patron of this, as well as 

thoſe of the other Cinque Ports and boroughs, 
finds a convenience in not ſupplying the vacancies 
as corporators fall off, nineteen are deemed ſuffi- 
cient to exerciſe the ſame conſtitutional powers 
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in this borough, which is depoſited with three 
only at Winchelſea, and with fix individuals at 
” | 


Sir Edward Deering has, by a very ſimple 
method, poſſeſſed himſelf of an influence in this 
port, not eaſily to be rendered inſecure. His 
property in the neighbourhood is tenanted out, 
without leafe, at very eaſy rents, to the electors; 
who, feeling that gratitude, which never fails to 
inſpire thoſe immediately intereſted in the pre- 
ſent poſſeſſion of a good thing, could not be ſo 
ungenerous as to oppoſe the inclination of a paſ- 
five landlord, in ſo trifling a concert as that of 
the election of a member of parliament. 

The two great meetings of all the Cinque Ports 
are ſtill held here; the members belonging to- 
which are, Old Romney, Bromehill, Orlaſton, and 
Coxroxnariox—By charter of Queen Eliza- 

beth, before mentioned, it ought to be governed . 

by a mayor, twelve jurats, and twenty-ſix com- 
mon- councilmen . 8 5 5 

Rienr or ELECTION—Is in the mayor, jurats, 
and commonalty. 
Nenn or vorerns— Nineteen. 
| © See the Appendix wo boch vol. State Trials, in which are 
ds trials containing mach light on this corporation. 1 
„ | RExruRN= a 
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__ » RETURNING orriezn— The mayor; who is 
alternately Mr, Coates, Mr. Walter, or Mr. Cobbs, 
Sir Edward's agents. a 
ParRONV— Sir Edward Deering. 

Sir Edward Deering having been engaged in 
the faſhionable purſuits of the. preſent day, bas 
found it expedient to accommodate Sir Elijah 
Impey, and Mr. Sullivan, both gentlemen of In- 
dian celebrity, with their preſent ſeats. 

The number of places in the poſſeſſion of Sir | 
| Edward's friends, and their relations, renders the 
return of OY candidates an indiſpenſible 
* e 


The following i is a correR liſt of the freemen 
of New Romney : 
Benjamin Cobb, mayor; he holds no land of 

Sir Edward Deering, at preſent ; but is a capital 
grazier, and will have the firſt farm that is va- 
W. Witwick he holds about 300 acres, at a 
low rent. 

Rev. T. Cobb, of adac aged go: non-re- 
ſident. 
| abet Tookey, of Savington ; he has 
| 100 acres at an inconſiderable rent: NON= 
reſident, 7 5 
E Odiarne 
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Odiarne Coates, William Coates, his ſon ; 
jointly hold a large quantity of land, at about 
2001. a year ſhort of its real value. 

Jacob Walter ; 200 acres, low rent. 

Edward Tookey ; maintained _——_— 
but holds no land, 
The above are jurats and freemen—the fol- 
lowing are freemen only : 

John Walker; he holds 150 acres of Sir Ed- 
ward. 

Abrabam Walter; a riding officer, through 
the intereſt of Sir Edward. I} 

Thomas Knight, Eſq. of Godmorſham ; non- 
reſident. 

Robert Wightwich ; maintained by Sir Ed- 
ward, in low circumſtances. : 

Edward Deering, Eſq. Cholmondely Deering, 
Eſq. ſons of Sir Edward; non-reſident. ' 
| Rev. W. W. Fowle; he has the livings of 
Burmarſh and Snargate, and the free ſchool, a 
finecure ſalary Gol. a year; all given him by 
Sir Edward. 
Charles Rolfe; uſes 5o acres of Sir Edward's 
land; — ny intereſt of ; 
Sir Edward. 


John Buckburſt, John Waker, furgeon; 50 
acres each. 


h Edward 
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Edward Ruſſel; 200 acres of Sir Edward. 
William Fowle, jun. town-clerk, and clerk to 
Romney and Walland Marſh; ſo made by Sir 
Edward. | 
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 PorttricaL CHARACTER— This is one of thoſe 
places, uſually, though ſomewhat improperly, 
called a Cinque Port. It was with the neigh- 
bouring town of Winchelſea, annexed as a mem- 
ber of the Cinque Ports generally, (but not of | 
_ Haſtings in particular, as is commonly but er- 
_roneouſly. ſuppoſed) before the time of Henry 
III; in a charter of which king, theſe two 
places are denominated nobiliora membra Quingue 
Portuum. They have enjoyed, from all antiquity, 
the peculiar appellation of the two ancient towns, 
and are poſſeſſed, in every reſpect, of equal 
franchiſes, immunities, and n with the 
original Cinque Ports. | 
Rye was byrnt by the French i in the time of 
Richard II. and again in the 26th of Henry VI. 
in ane of which fires it 1s ſuppoſed, that the old 
records and charters of this town periſhed, as 
none older than the 27th of this king, except 

ſome fragments, are at this day to be found, 
RE Before 
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Before Mr. Crewe's bill, this place was, in the 
ricteſt ſenſe of the appellation, a treaſury bo- | 
rough, all the freemen, with ſcarcely an exception, 
being poſſeſſed of places in ſome revenue depart- 
ment. Since this bill has paſſed, it has become 
abſolutely neceſſary to make a ſmall addition to 
the uſual number of freemen, in order that there 
may be fome people duly qualified to go through 
the formal part of the farce of an cleQtion to re- 
turn members to parliament: all which new- 
made freemen, who are not oſtenſibly holders of 
a place, are quartered upon, and, in a certain de- 
gree, divide the profits with, thoſe who are in 
poll. Mon of the more lucrative poſts. 5 
At this place there is a cuſtom-houſe, with a 
very large eſtabliſhment; a cuſtom-houſe boat, 
as it is called, whoſe crew conſiſts wholly of 
landſmen, and who are of courſe all freemen; d 
and ſeven riding officers in the ſervice of the 0 
cuſtoms; a cutter is likewiſe ſtationed here, b 
0 
P 
a 
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under pretence of cruiſing againſt the ſmugglers, 
but in truth, by way of giving additional influence 
to the treaſury; and here we muſt not omit to 
remark, that this veſſel is actually employed and 
paid by the treaſury, and is immediately under 
its controul, though it is uſually called a cuſtom. 
houſe 
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houſe cutter; there is but one other veſſel in 
the kingdom thus peculiarly circumſtanced. 

This cutter, which is named the Stag, is com- 
manded by captain William Haddock, who alone 
has freemen quartered on him to the amount of 
3501. a year. However, it is clear that this place 
will bear this incumbrance, as he is rapidly 
making a very large fortune. This gentleman, 
being very active and diligent in his profeſſional 
purſuits, as a revenue officer, the emolument 
accruing to this veſſel, by means of its captures 
from the ſmugglers, and of its pay from the trea- 
ſury, being very large, ſerves as an inexhauſtible | 
fund for the quartering thoſe freemen upon, who 
either have no places, and who do not think the 
ordinary profits of them ſufficiently ample. 

This town, being ſituated at a conſiderable 
diſtance from the ſea, could not have any parti- 
cular occaſion for fortifications ; however, it has 
been thought expedient, of late years, to ere@ a 
couple of forts, which have, of courſe, their pro- 
per officers, gunners, and aſſiſtants ; here ariſes 
another opportunity for government influence. 
In addition to the above, Rye has the uſual excife 
and poſt office „ which take * 
in other towns. 5 | 

We muſt not here omit to mike mention of 


the 
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which, an aQ was paſſed about fifty years ſince. 
The only real object of which ſtatute, was the 
giving additional force to treaſury patronage and 
influence. After much labour and expence, the 


new harbour was wholly abandoned in the year 

19588 notwithſtanding which circumſtance, the 
enormous tax of two-pence per ton, on all veſ- 
fels of this kingdom, as often as they paſs the : 


Rreights of Dover, is ſtill continued. The mode 
in which the produce of this vaſt burthen on the 
commerce of the nation is now applied, is well 


worth the inveſtigation of parliament : certain it 
is, that all the officers, artiſans, apd workmen 


{moſt of whom are freemen), ſtill continue to 


enjoy their penſions and ſalaries, though their 
places are now become, in the ſtrigeſt ſenſe of- 


the word, ſinecures. 

The conduR and management of this enormous 
mak of influence, is veſted in Mr. Thomas Lamb, 
who has been, for a long time paſt, agent, and 
firſt officer of the treaſury in this borough; to 
which poſt he ſucceeded about forty years ago, 
on the death of his father; and, as he has con- 
Rantly fided with the firſt lord of the treaſury for 
the time being, he has been continued in quiet 


and undiſturbed poſſeſſion of it ever ſince. In- 
= deed, 


the new harbour of Rye; for the making of i 
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deed, upon the firſt paſſing of Mr. Crewe's bill, 


he, for a ſhort time, made an attempt at ſetting 
up a private intereſt of his own, independent of 
the treaſury ; in conſequence of which he actu- 
ally returned—— Dickenſon, Eſq. to parliament 
(a gentleman'in the-intereſt of lord North) with 
the government candidate. However, he was 
quickly given to underſtand, that the treaſury 
were determined to have both the members of its 
own nomination, and that loſs of places, &c. 
would be the immediate and certain conſequence 
of diſobedience. © In a very ſhort time after, he 
returned to his duty and allegiance, having pre- 
viouſly ſtipulated, that in future he would return 
treaſury nominees only ; but, that they ſhould 
make him ſome ſmall douceur or compliment; 
far ſhort, however, of the market price of a ſeat, 
the bulk of which is appropriated to the com- 
mander in chief*; the portion ſet apart for the 
ſubalterns and under- ſtrappers of the corpora- 
tion being but e and e a 


* This was never * till Mr. Ge s bill had ſomewhat 


leflened the treaſury intereſt ; that the candidates before merely 
paid the experices of the election, which were about 1;0l. The 


preſent members are, Mr. Long, ecretaty of the treaſury, and 


Mr, Jenkinſon, ſon of a former ſecretary of the treaſury. 


ANCIENT 
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of the flaughter which took place at the battle 
of Eveſham, in the time of Henry III. this 
place, for that time, returned four members to 

parliament, as did the reſt of the Cinque Ports. 
It is probable that the Cinque Ports were repre- 


ſented in the national council before that pe- 
_ riod. Ever fince 42 Edward III. this place 


has conſtantly returned two members to _ 

ment without any intermiſhon., 
Coaron Aro - Ought to conſiſt of a mayor 

and twelve jurats; at preſent there are only a 


mayor and four jurats. The office of mayor is 


conſtantly filled up by the Lambs, father and ſon. 
Ricur OF ELECTION=—1702, 9 Dec. Is only 


the port of Rye, and paying ſcot and lot. 
- 2740, 17 Feb. Thomas Hills, W. W. T. B. 
and J. Y. having been propoſed to be made 


free, and rejected at a court of aſſembly, and 


akerwards made free in the ſame mayoralty, are 
not legal freemen of the port of Rye. 


ing to the corporation act before they be 


allowed to vote in the aſſembly court of the 


ſaid port, 
It 


in the mayor, jurats, and freemen, inhabiting in 


It is not neceſſary that the freemen of 
Port of Rye ſhould qualify themſelves accord- 
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It appears from the old cuſtumal of Rye, fill 
in exiſtence, that the right of voting formerly 
belonged, of courſe, to every perfon poſſeſſed 


of a freehold within the corporation, and to 


every ſon of. a freeman; there was, beſides, a 
third way of obtaining the freedom of this town, 
_ viz. by redemption. But, by the contrivance 
and manceuvres of the agents of the treaſury, 
this conſtitution has of late years been wholly 
changed. By a determination of the houſe of 
commons, in 1702, (which is the laſt we find 
upon the ſubje&), it appears, that the right of 
election for barons to ſerve in parliament for 
this port, is in the mayor, jurats, and freemen, 
inhabiting in the ſaid port, and paying ſcot and 
lot. But here a great and important queſtion 
fuggeſts itſelf : Who are the people that are en- 
titled to their freedom? ? As to this point there 
has been no determination.—If this ſhould ever 
be put fairly in iffue, the probable reſult would 
be, that the right is, at this day, as ſet forth in 
the old cuſtumal, notwithſtanding the uſurpa- 
tion and innovations of modern days. 
time, the practice is, to admit frermen upon the 
following grounds only; viz. eldeſt ſons of 


freemen, at the age of twenty-one, are allowed 


to have a right; the mayor has a right to 


At this 
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name one on coming into office; the others 


are to be propoſed by him, in the aſſembly, 


and approved by the majority of freemen pre- 
fem. From the account given by Carew, of 
fome conteſted eleQtion at this place, it ap- 


pears, that the number of freemen was, till 


very lately, about go; but at preſent it is found 
expedient to keep the number much lower, in 
order that the claimants to a portion of the 
good things produced by an election, may be as 
few as decency will admit. Should the eldeſt 


fon of a freeman have the preſumption to de- 


mand his birth-right of the corporation, if he be 
| a poor man, it is refuſed him; if he chance to 


poſſible, to be made the mayor's freeman the 


year enſuing ; the object of which manceuvre is, 


to craſc, if poſſible, all traces of a right to free. 


dom by birth. If the ſon of a freeman, chance 


at any time, either before or after his father's 


admiffion, to have a brother born before him, 


and by whoſe death he becomes the eldeſt, his 
right is {ridiculouſly enough) utterly denied; 
becauſe, forſooth, he is not the firſt born ſon, 
which the viſeacres of this corporation inſiſt is 
the meaning of the eldeſt fon. 

It is very unuſual to make more than the 


mayor's 


be in a ſuperior fituation, he is perſuaded, if 
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mayor's annual freeman in the courſe of a year, 
who is, invariably, a perſon advanced in years, 
an old batchelor, or a man not likely to have 
progeny; by which means, the future claims of 
an eldeſt ſon, who perchance might not be ſo 


well diſpoſed to ſubmit to the doctrines of paſ—-— 


ſive obedience as the father, are n 


guarded againſt. : _ 

Poverty is another eſſential qualification ta 
the office of baron of this port. A perſon in an 
independent ſituation of life, might, by poſſibi- 
lity, object to ſome things which are expected at 


the hands of a freeman; but the danger of 


being turned out of place, or of being called 
upon to pay the money due from him on bond, 
compel an indigent man to the moſt implicit 
obedience. 

It is a very common cuſtom in this, as well as 
the other ports, to lend ſmall ſums upon bond, 


which are never put in force, unleſs ſymptoms 


of diſobedience appear in the obligor ; in which 


caſe, the penalty of the obligation is rigorouſly 


demanded; when, if the debt be not immedi- 
ately diſcharged, impriſonment is the certain 
conſequence. | 


NUMBER or VOTERS—SIX; all made fron | 


"w_ 
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fince Mr. Crewe's bill; the reft of the jurats 
and freemen are all diſqualified by that bill. 
The prefent tae of the cleBtors of Rye, i is as 
follows: viz. 


Jun Ars. 
Mr. Thomas Lamb, a tally-cutter in the en- 
chequer, a place of 400l. a year, and curſitor of 
Hampſh ire. | | | 


Mr. Thomas Phillipps Lamb, his ſon, curſitor 
of Kent, and late a king's waiter of the cuſtoms 
at this place, which he has given to his ſon, 
_— Davis Lamb, a minor. | 

Mr. James Lamb, colleQor of the cuſtoms. 

Mr. Nathaniel Procter, brother of the above, 
farms the eſtate of the ee at a very 
Jow rent. 


Mr. William Proſſer, a fuperannuated tis 


officer. 
_ | FREEMEN. 

John Swaine, } 
John Pucher, 5 
Thomas Cook, Riding Officers. 
James Small, 

John Chriſtmas, }j 
Richard Putler, eder of cuſtoms. 
Samuel Millar, poſt-maſter, &c. wg 

Thomas 
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Aon Alen, mate of the cuſtom-houſs 


cutter. 5 EEE 
Wm. Millar, j jau. * 

Le., jun, | Oficers and. cer er 
„ James Bains | cuſtom-houſe boat, 
Thomas Bourne, 85 * * 
Richard Thiman, 1 1 
John Hogben, ſurveyor of 1 and 
guager. 

John Haddock, * of the Stag Cuſtom- 
houſe: ſloop. 


Mr. C. Lambe, a fuperannunted captain of a 
cuſtom-houſe cutter. | 
Richard Pollard, chamberlain, Kc. to the cor- 
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poration, 
Lewis Maryn, a place in the W office. 
ohn Giles 
1 Elli . Lately made freemenz a as yet 
James Ann, | they have no oſtenſible 
John Kennett, places, but are all quarter- 
John Bu ckhurſt, | ed on ſome of the afore- 


Richard Jarrott, . f — ; 
RETURNING 6 0 mayor. 

_ PaTrRon—The treaſury. 

We think it proper here to obſerve, that or 
wwe have ſaid concerning the miniſterial agent in 
this borough, relates ſolely to his conduct in 
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that capacity; being convinced, from good 
authority, that in private life, this gentleman's 
department has been at all times truly reſpeQ- 
able and honourable, and wholly different from 
that which uſually reſults from being hackneyed 


magiſtrate, both of the town, and of the two 


counties of Kent and Suſſex, his conduQ has 


always been clear, even of the ſuſpicion of im- 


propriety. Both the freemen and the inhabi= 


tants {which is not a little remarkable) are con- 
rented and ſatisfied with the mild ſway of their 
* monarch. - 


WINCHELSEA *, 

PoiiTicat cnanacrax—Were we to ſet 
forth at length, all the inſtances of corruption, 
venality, and profligacy, that have come to our 
knowledge in having traced the election hiſtory 


of this borough, it would much exceed the 
ppace we can allot to che account of any indivi- 


* If the reader wiſhes to enter more particularly into the 
particular rotenneſs of this borough, we refer him to Glan- 


ville's Eleftion Reports, Carew and Burrow's OE ret 


. 
dual 


in the ways and tricks of corruption. As a2 
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dual place, in this work. Some of the moſt 
remarkable, however, we ſhall point out, and 
recite as much at length as our room will ad- 
mit of. In the year 162g, Paul Wymond, the 


mayor, having been convitted of threatening and 


terrifying ſome of the voters, and of unlawfully 


excluding others from giving their votes, and of | 


other corrupt and indiſcreet practices, was placed 


on his knees at the bar of the houſe of commons, 


as a delinquent, and was there ſeverely repri- 
manded, and ſentenced to be committed to pri- 
ſon under the cuſtody of the ſerjeant at arms, 


for a certain time, and afterwards, to make ſub- 
miſſion on his knees, at the bar of the houſe of 


commons, and again at Winchelſea, | in court, 
before the jurats and freemen. FRY: 


In the year 17082, Mr. Edwards, the myur 


. the ſame improper condu@ as his prede- 
ceſſor, Paul Wymond, was taken into cuſtody; 
was reprimanded by the ſpeaker in the ſame 
diſgraceful manner; and, in conſequence of a 


reſolution of the houſe of commons, was turned 


out of all his places in the cuſtoms, notwith- 

ſtanding every effort was made by the treaſury 

bench, whoſe tool and creature he was, to pro- 
teft him from the vengeance of the legiſlature. | 

In the year 1702, two petitions were preſent 

| 22 ed 
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ed againſt undue returns, on the ground of bri= | 
bery. In 1511, it appeared in evidence, to a com- 

mittee of the houſe of commons, that Sir Francis 

Daſhwood had paid gol. to each of thoſe who 

voted for him, beſides giving a douceur to all he 

wives and daughters of freemen. 
Winchelſea may be conſidered as ks how 

wholly a treaſury borough, till the year 1754, 

when the late Arnold Neſbitt, Eſq. an Iriſh gen- 

Ueman, and till then entirely unknown in this 
place, was returned by the then miniſter, the duke 
of Newcaſtle. Mr. Neſbitt began immediately 
to make purchaſes to a conſiderable amount of 
eſtates within the town, and in the neighbourhood, 
with a view of ſecuring to himſelf thereby a con- 
troul over the borough in future. In this pro- 
3<R he ſucceeded fo far, as to eſtabliſh fully the 
command over one of the ſeats, and, occaſionally, 
when he chanced to be well with the . 
over doth. 

About the yer 1762, Mr. Neſbitt, being at 
that time in oppoſition, a violent attack was made 
by government on this borough, under the auſpi- 
des of the late carl of Egremont, who had a large 

_ eſtate in the neighbourhood, in order to bring it 
back to its former allegiance to the treaſury.— 
Fhis conteſt gave birth to the famous Winchelſca 


2 cauſes, 
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cauſes, ſet forth at length in the ſecond volume 
of Burrow's Reports. The Neſbitt intereſt was, 
upon the whole, ſucceſsful upon this occaſion. 
The treaſury have fince made ſome other rude 
attacks on the Neſbitt intereſt, in which they 
have at times ſo far ſucceeded, as to return one 
member. 
In the courſe of theſe conflias, which were o 


long continuance, and of courſe very expenſive, 


the death of the earl of Egremont took place, and, 
in conſequenee, a temporary deficiency of caſh; 
Mr. Wardroper, the treaſury agent, who was then 
in the office of town-clerk, having occaſion for 
larger ſums of money to carry on the battle, than 
it was convenient for government to ſupply him 
with, actually pawned the charters, cuſtumal, and 
all the records of the corporation, with a Mr. 
Wilſon, an underſtrapper to the miniſter; at a 
convenient ſeaſon, the pledge was redeemed by 
the treaſury, where it was, till very gs in ſafe 
keeping. 

Since the late transfer of the borough, it is pro- 
bable that the purchaſers, who are entirely at the : 
devotion of the miniſtry, may have poſſeſſed 
themſelves of the inſtrument and documents 
above-mentioned, as they, eventually, may be of 
Ms conſequence ; though, upon the whole, if 

Z 3 this 
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this be the caſe, it is highly probable, that: the fate 
of the cuſtumal of Haſtings, (annihilation by fire) 
will await the charters and records of Winchelſea, 
We pledge ourſelves for W * 
anecdote. 


to the crown, to nearly the amount of 100, oool. 


and otherwiſe much embarraſſed in his circum- 


Kances (to which his expences, at this place, not 
a little contributed, as he had the character of 
being a liberal pay-maſter to his virtuous conſti- 
tuents,) a decree far the ſale of all his property 
was made by the court of chaneery, for the bene- 
fit of his creditors. Mr. J. Neſbitt, the preſent 


member for Gatton, (conſcious that his conſe- 


quence inthis place wholly depended on the eſtate, 


deſcended to him from his uncle, free from any 
incumbrance whatever) a very ſhort time before 


che promulgation of this fatal decree in chancery, | 


entered into a treaty with the earl of Darlington, 
and with Mr. Barwell, the nabob, and owner of 
Tregony, for the ſale of this borough. At firft, 
a much larger price was required of them than 
they were willing to give. After many difficul- 
ties about the mode of payment and transfer, as 
| vith Mr. Neſbitt time was preſſing, a bargain was 
| ſtruck, 


The late Arnold Neſbitt having died 180 | 


which the world had hitherto ſuppaſed to have 


py |, aus A 3 
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ſtruck; and the price agreed for 15,0001. which, 
conſidering the preſent market price, may, upon 
the whole, be confidered as a cheap purchaſe, 
eſpecially as immediate poſſeſſion was given. 
Taking 53,0001. to be the market price at the laſt 
general election, the fee of the furure goodwill 
of the borough ſtands the NIE in 805 

2, 500 l. a- piece. | . 3 
Where the right of voting in a erwins de- 
pends upon property, as in a ſcot and lot, or bur- 
gage-hold borough, it is eaſy to conceive that 
the ſeats in parliament may be merchantable 
commodities ; but; as the elective franchiſe in this 
place is not connected with property, but depends 
upon freedom, it is probable, that in the ſale 
above alluded to, the voters theinſel ves, like ſo 
many beaſts in a pen at Siaithfield, were CPR. 
In the transfer. 

But what .is nota Mike curious ; it i certain 
chat the bargain was made, and terms fully ſettled 
and agreed upon between the parties; without 
the conſent, knowledge, or privity of any one of 
the voters. They, however, concluded, that their 
cuſtomary fee of 1001. per man, would be paid 
to the eleQors, by either their preſent or former 
owners; in truth; this point had not been pro- 
perly — between them, and the freemen of 

| 2 3 Winchelſea 
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Winchelſea were referred from one party to the 
other, for upwards of two years, without being 
faticfied in their demands; at length they began 
to ſhew ſome ſerious figns of diſcontent, and 
even of revolt; inſomuch, that their preſent 
owners thought it prudent to comply with their 
requeſts, and let. them have the long delayed 
douceur, which they received at Eaſter 1792. 
At the time of the ſale of the borough of 
Winchelſea, the ſtate of the corporation was as 
| JURATS, 
Mir. Thomas Marton, couimander i in chief. 
nephew; a riding officer. 
Mr. Stace, a riding officer, and has a farm-of 
„— Barwell's, HH 


Benjamin Tree, mace-bearer and chamberlain 
to the corporation. 4 
6 | 
Thomas Marton, jun. ſon to the cammander. 
Richard Butler, comptroller of cuſtoms ; he, 
| having been in oppoſition to Mr. Neſbitt, did not 
conſtitute a part of the ſale. 
Since the ſale, the following additions have 
bern made to the corporation; 


JURATS, 
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| JURATS. | 
8 Coffin, broth er-in-law to Barwell. 
- — Scholey. 5 
Lord Bernard (ſon of lord Den and 


Mr. Barwell, the members. 
Mr. Douce, partner with Mr. Lloyd, the attor- 

000 who managed the ſale.” | 

Paddy, an n American ee living at 


Windſor. | 

Perry Coffin, brother to Mrs. Barwell. 

A ſhort time previous to the fale, Mr. Nef 
bitt made a leaſe of all his property in this town, 
conſiſting of about 30 houſes and tenements, to 
the preſent members; which, as it was without 
the conſent of the mortgagees, and other claimants 
on the eſtate, cannot be of any validity. As it is 
neceſſary that every voter ſhould be rated, to get 
poſſeſſion of theſe houſes, either by leaſe or pur- 
chaſe, was of great conſequence. At the ſale be- 
fore the maſter in chancery, this town lot was 
knocked down to Mr. Coffin, as agent to Barwell, 
for 1200l. a Mr. Hull opened the biddings for 
the benefit of creditors, who was the beſt bid- 
der at g, ooo l. Mr. Barwell finding that the 
fate of his borough, very much more than he 
imagined, depended on ſecuring this lot, made 

application 


2466  VINCHELSEA. 
application to the chancellor for a third als, 
which requeſt (ſtrange to relate) was complied 
with; but had not this nabob been in the treaſury 
intereſt, it is more than ä 
been refuſed. 
| 6 | 
agent of lord Darlington and Mr. Barwell was 
me beſt bidder, at the price of 5,200]. We ſhould 
obſerve that this borough has been in a conſtant 
ſtate of fermentation for upwards of thirty years. 
At this time, from the want of confidence, and 
the diſtruſt which exiſts between the patrons and 
the old agents under Mr. Neſbitt, we will venture 
to predict, that great revolutions are at hand. 
Mr. Marton and his friends have diſcovered, that 
though they are till nominally the agents, there 
is an interior cabinet of non-freemen, who have 
Ge cirefiicn aut management of all. tranſaQions 
of ſuperior importance, 
Conronariox— When 3 of a 
8 this 08 N a 
lad. exceed four or five. 41 | 
: RicuT or ELECTION=—1711, 11 Feb.. The 
freemen of the port of Winchelſea are not 
obliged to qualify themſelves, by receiving the 
ſacrament, according to the corporation att. 
PRI to the old cuſtumal, and the true 


| conſtitution 


{ 
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abaltiution of the place, every ſon of a freeman, 
and every freeholder, were entitled to their free 
dom; but, according to the modern conſtitution, 
the relations and nominees of Mr. Barwell. As 
lord Darlington, at Eaſter 1792, ſuffered Barwell 
to appoint his on dependants, it, is ſuppoſed, 
that he has diſpoſed of his ſhare in the Gi, 
to the nabob. *' _ © e 

NUMBER OF vorens—THREE.. i 

Mr. Marton is allowed two hundred cunt 
a year for the management of the borough, and 
for keeping the voters in good order, who re- 
ceive one hundred W a man at each _ | 
* is: - FED 5 . 
this place are the elder Marton and Tree; as 
young Marton lives in ee 1 reſt are 
| * Fs 21 8 

The 1 junto are ai Sint | 
es; do not reſide, and, on account of divers 
informalities in their appointment to their free- 
doms, it is preſumed they —_ be qifranchiſed 
with great eaſe. EIT Fo 
- - RETURNING OFF1iCER—The mayor. 

The fee of the mayor at an election is 20al. * 
- PatTRons—Mr. Barwell and the carl of Darl. 
ington both in the intexeſt of the treaſury; 


wherefore , 
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wherefore the patronage of government is in their 


bands as to this borough. 


 SEAFORD. 


” Poitricat. cnraracttt—The influence a 


this borough, or port, has been exerciſed for 


place, whoſe title became extina for want of 
male heirs; but his eſtate, together with the 
patronage of the borough, deſcended to the late 
Mr. Hariſon, of Sutton-place, and from him to 
the preſent Lancelot Hariſon, Eſq. 

This gentleman, at the age of fourteen, was put 
imo poſſeſi on of the lucrative ſinecure of comp- 


troller of cloth and petty cuſtoms in the port of 


London, which produces him a net ſalary of 2001, 
per annum ; to this place was afterwards added 
that of ſuperviſor of the riding officers, worth 1501. 
per annum, and captain of the cuſtom-houſe 
boat, with an income of 1201. per annum more; 
all thoſe places Mr. Hariſon-was allow to hold as 


ditional 60l. per annum was allowed for a de- 
puty captain, or chief-mate of the boat; and as 


the cy duty of the riding officers, in this diſ- 
wit, was to ſupport the imereſt of the patron at 


| near two centuries by the family of the late 
Sir William Thomas, of Weſt Dean, near this 


[3 


finecures. Not having ever been at ſea, an ad- 
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an ; defiion; the ſuperviſing of them did not re- 
quire any great vigilance. | 
From the year 1747 to the preſent time, the 
right of election has been the ſubject of continual 
litigation. In 1670 the houſe determined it to 
be in the populacy, and in 1761 the word popu- 
lacy was explained to mean inhabitants houſe- 
keepers paying ſcot and lot. The uſe made of this 
explanation, was to rate ſuch of the houſe-keepers 
only as were revenue officers or dependants 
on the will of the patron; the number of ratable 

| houſes within the borough was one hundred and 
thirty-two, though not more than twenty-four had 
ever been known to be taxed, previous to Mr. 
Flood's ſucceſsful oppofition in 1786; out of 
this number ſeventeen were revenue officers, when * 
Mr. Crewe's e bill was paſſed i: in 
1782. | | 
The firſt petition which is deſerving of the at- 
tention of our readers, was occaſioned by the in- 
terference of the late duke of Newcaftle, at the 
election in 1747, when the late Right Hon. Wil- 
liam Pitt, afterwards earl of Chatham, and Wil- 
liam Hay, Efq. were candidates on the miniſterial 
intereſt of that day, and the earl of Middleſex, 
uncle to the preſerit duke of Dorſet, and the Hon. 
* H. Gage, afterwards lord viſcount Gage, op- 
| poſed 
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termed the prince of Wales's intereſt. The pe- 
tition ſet forth, that at the laſt election of barons 
to ſerve in this preſent parliament for the town 


und port of Seaford, in the county of Suſſex, the 
petitioners, together with the Right Hon. Wil- 


Ram Pitt, Eſq. and William Hay, Eſq. were can- 
didates. That on the day before the ſaid election, 
« noble peer of this realm did invite to, and en- 


afſembled, ſpake to them one by one, and did ſo- 


| Kicit and influence them, with reſpe& to giving 


their votes at the ſaid election; by means whereof 


feveral perſons who had promiſed to vote, and 


would have voted for the ſaid petitioners, were 
prevailed upon by the ſaid noble peer to vote. for 
the ſaid Mr. Pitt and Mr. Hay. Which proceed- 
ing the petitioners concave is an high infringe- 
ment of the liberties and privileges of the com- 
mons of Great Britain. That on the day of elec- 
tion, in order to awe and influence the voters in 


favour of the fitting members, and deter them 


from voting for the petitioners, the faid noble 


peer came into the court, accompanied by other 


peers of this realm; and being ſeated near tothe 
returning officer, did continue there until the poll 


was 


poſed them on the oppoſition, cr where thaw 


tertain at his houſe moſt of the voters of the ſaid 
town and port; and in the town, where they were 
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was cloſed; notwithſtanding the preſence of him, 
and the ſaid other peers, was objedted to by one 
of the petitioners, and the returning officer ap- 
plied to by him not to take the poll while the 
peers remained preſent in the court.. In all 
which the ſaid petitioners thought themſelves 
fully juſtified, as they apprehended their preſence 
obſtructed the freedom of the election, and from 
the ſeveral declared reſolutions of the houſe of 
commons, was a violation of the rights and pri- 
vileges of the commons of Great Britain; and 
that by theſe, and other illegal practices, the peti- 
tioners loſt a great number of votes, which would 
otherwiſe have been given for the petitioners: 
and therefore praying the houſe to take the pre- 
miſes into conſideration, and to grant the peti- 
tioners ſuch relief as to the houſe ſhall ſeem meet. 
The houſe moved, That the reſolution of the 
| 26th day of this inſtant November, That it is an 
high infringement of the liberties and privileges 
of the commons of Great Britain, for any tord of 
parliament, or lord lieutenant of, any county, 
to concern themſelves in election of members to 
ferve for the commons in parliament, might be 
read. And the ſame was read accordingly. A 
motion was made, and the queſtion being put, 
That the matter of the ſaid petition be beard at 
75 SE | the 
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the bar of this houſe: ———_— | 
In this debate, Mr. Pitt, one of the fitting mem. 
bers, treated the petition with great — 
and turned it into a mere jeſt. 

On this occaſion, Mr. et ca. z 
biſhop) ſpoke as follows: © Mr. Speaker, I riſe up 
two do myſelf juſtice: for as I look upon the 
matter contained in this petition to be of the 
utmoſt importance to the honour of the houſe, 
and even tothe exiſtence of parliament; and as, 
to my very great amazement, I ſee this queſtion 
treated with the greateſt contempt and ridicule 
by an honourable gentleman, whoſe weight may 
perhaps perſuade a majority to be of his opinion, 
I think I owe it to myſelf to declare my ſenti- 
ments on this great occaſion by ſomething more 
than the vote which 1 ſhall give. I hope, Sir, 
things are not yet come to ſuch a paſs, as to 
make it neceſſary for- any man to go about to 
prove that the conſtitution is deſtroyed, 'when- 
ever che houſe ſhall loſe its independency. After 
all the noble ſtruggles made in the houſe by 
great patriots, after all the laws paſſed by the 
legiſlature to preſerve that independency, I 
ſhould hope, that out of decency, as well as out 
of regard to truth, I may be allowed to argue 
upon that as upon an indubitable maxim. The 

| * 
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8 of the people, when they are cho- 
ſen to that office, have been ſaid to be indepen- 
dent, even on their conſtituents; how neceſſary 
then, Sir, is it for this houſe to take care chat 
there be no other improper or corrupt depen- 
dency? But, Sir, if the miniſters are to be allowed 
to nominate to the burghs the perſons who ſhall 
be their repreſentatives, how are we to expeft an 
independent parliament? That miniſters may 
endeavour to ſubvert this independency, that 
they may think it even neceſſary, to their own 
ſecurity, to · corrupt parliament, we have too 
much reaſon to know, But, Sir, whatever pains 
former miniſters may have taken for this purpoſe, 
what undue methods ſoever they may have uſed 
to gain for themſelves a corrupt majority in this 
houſe, I believe hiſtory is not able to produce an 
| inſtance, equal to the preſent, of a wiſe and great 
ſtateſman taking upon himſelf the honourable 
employment of being an agent at a burgh. It 
was not enough to fignify his commands By his 
underlings ; it was not enough to ſolicit votes in 
| his own perſon. - The voters, it ſeems, could not 
be truſted out-of his preſence, and therefore they 

were to be attended even to the poll. But, Sir, 

_ this great humility and condeſcenſion in a mini- 
ſter, would, in former times, have been conſtrued 
Vor. II. Aa | a moſt 


&= 
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a moſt notorious invaſion of the rights of the 


Sir, what will the people ſay to us? Or what will 


own privileges as any of our predeceſſors have 


been? What will they think, Sir, if after ſeeing 


one parliament diſſolved in a new unprecedented, 
1 had almoſt ſaid an unconſtitutional manner, 


they ſhall be told, that the miniſters have been 


nominating their repreſentatives in the next, even 
without the ceremony of a conge d' dire ? But, 
Sir, ill farther ; What will they think, if they 
ſhall be told that this proceeding of the miniſter 


Has been laid before the houſe of commons, and 


that the houſe of commons will not, or dare not 


cenſure him? There have been times, when no 
man was thought too great to be accountable to 


this houſe for his conduQ; and I could give an 
inſtance, even in my own memory, of a great and 
able ſtateſman, whoſe long adminiſtration was an 


honour and benefit to his country, and whoſe 


conduti this houſe thought fit to enquire into by 


the moſt ſevere ſcrutiny.—When I firſt heard the 


petition read at your table, I could hardly believe 
it poſſible that the allegations it contained were 
founded upon truth. I expeQed to have heard 


the 


* 


people, and of the privileges of this houſe. And, 


they think of our independency, if we are not as 
| jealous of their rights, and as tenacious of our 
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the friends of the noble perſon who is che object 
of it, boldly denying the charge, and calling 
| loudly upon the accuſers to juſtify it; I was 
determi ned not to believe it, unleſs ſupported by 
the ſtrongeſt proof. But, Sir, how great was my 
amazement when I heard an honourable gentle- 
man, [W. Pitt, Eſq. ] who was privy to the whole 
- tranſaQtion, not only admitting every fact alledged 
to be true, but openly avowing and attempting | 
to juſtify them? In what light they may appear 
to him, Sir, he can beſt tell you; but to me it 
ſeems moſt manifeſt, that as the conduct com 
plained of was the greateſt injury that could be 
done to our privileges, the attempt to juſtify it is 
the greateſt inſult upon our underſtanding. In 
what other light, Sir, can it appear to us, than as 
the laſt and utmoſt effort of one who was deter- 
mined, at any rate, to procure a majority in this 
houſe of perſons attached to nimſelf, his own 
creatures, the tools of his power? I wiſh to God, 
Sir, nothing may happen to- day to give the peo- 
| ple room to ſuſpett that he has been too ſucceſs- 

ful. What more could he have done? Or what. 
greater inſult is it poſſible for him to offer, unleſs 
he ſhould. come, even within the walls of this 
houſe, to direft our determinations? After 
_ What he has done I ſhould not wonder, Sir, if 
Aaz | he 


85 $EAFORD. T3 
he did come and take that chair, and tell you, 
as we were told formerly, that your mace was a 
bauble, and that you ſhould keep it only while 
you pleaſe him. Your mace, Sir, is a bauble, 
_ _ and fo is every other enſign of authority, unleſs 
you can preſerve your independency. A depen- 
dance upon the crown, Sir, would in the end 
prove fatal to our liberties; but a dependance 
upon the miniſter, as it is infinitely more diſho. 
nourable, is infinitely more dangerous. One 
might ſuppoſe, Sir, ſome ſecurity to a people 


| 

from the honour of a crowned head, and from | 
the ſolid compaRs that are made between the * 
people and their ſovereign. I know of no com- F 

— paRts that are or can be made between a miniſ- 6 
ter and the people. I can ſuppoſe too, Sir, that 7 
in ſome future time a miniſter may ariſe profli. t 
gate enough to carry his views ſo high, as to at- p 
tempt to make both king and people ſubſervient 8 
to his own ambition. I can imagine ſuch a one, * 
Sir, taking advantage of ſome general calamity, d: 
or time of general confuſion, by a corrupt parlia- os 

| mentary influence, oppreſſing even the king upon - th 
his throne, and making the crowned head a pri- Gd 
foner in his cloſet. I can imagine him, Sir, ſo | ad 
blown up with folly and ſelf-conceit, as to be- af 


dome a competitor even with thoſe who ſhall be is 
| | 7 
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of royal blood, for poſts of dignity or titles of ho- © 
nour ; and he may, Sir, (it is hardly poſſible in- 
deed) but he may even proſtitute the name -of 
the crown to ſupport his pretenſions. This, Sir, 
I ſay, is a picture which I can draw in my own 
mind of the miſerable ſituation of this country if 
ever the parliament ſhould become dependant on 
a miniſter, But as this can never happen but in 
ſome time of general infatuation, or general cor-_ 
ruption, the wiſdom and virtue of the preſent 
age ſcarce ſecure us from ſeeing it otherwiſe 
than in imagination : but, Sir, whatever I ſee, or 


| Whatever I feel, God forbid that by an act or vote 


of mine, I ſhould make the way eaſy for ſuch 
miſeries to overwhelm any future generation. 
The honourable gentleman was pleaſed to ſay 
that this was a new caſe, and that there was no : 
precedent upon our journals to guide our pro- 
ceedings : but let it be remembered, that this can 
never be the caſe again, ſince the vote of to- 
day will remain upon our books an eternal pre- 
cedent to poſterity, and a law to this houſe for 


the future. For God's ſake, then, Sir, let us con- 


ſider a little what ſort of a law we are going to 
make; let us remember, that if the preſent tranſ- 
action paſſes uncenſured, and is declared free 

from guilt, we may hereafter ſee every peer of _ 
Aazag parliament, 
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parliament, every ſecretary and other officer of 

tate, every chancellor of the exchequer, with 
his treaſury bags under his arm, attending and 

ſoliciting elections; and when they ſhall be 


called upon in this houſe to juſtify their pro- 
_ ceedings, they ſhall tell you, they have done 


nothing but what they had a right to do, and 


that ſuch was the opinion of this wiſe, this inde- 


pendent, this freely elected parliament. | Sir, I 
am not one of thoſe perſons, who will ever be 
for extending the privileges of this houſe to any 
ridiculous or romantic degree: if I could but 
perſuade myſelf that there was the leaſt room to 
doubt upon this occaſion, I ſhould think that 
humanity obliged me to put the mildeſt con- 


Rruction. But really, Sir, I think the inſult of- 
fered to the houſe is of ſo flagrant a nature, I 


think the precedent muſt prove ſo dangerous to 


the honour and independency of parliament, I 
think the conſequences muſt be ſo deſtrutive to 


the conſtitution, as to deſerve and demand 'the 
ſevereſt animadverfion. The honourable gen- 
deman was pleaſed to aſk, What is the object of 
the petition? Sir, I will tell him what the object 
is it is the ſecurity, the freedom of parliaments, 
and protecting the privileges of the commons of 


Great Britain. Surely, Sir, from this houſe the 


commons 
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commons of Great Britain have a . to expe 
juſtice. Their moſt valuable privileges have been 
trampled upon and inſulted, and they come now 
by this petition to demand juſtice : Juſtice, Sir, - 
they will receive, and I hope now. But of one 
thing I am ſure, that, ſooner or later, they will 
have it. | 

The houſe determined, 8 a majority of 247 
againſt a minority of 69, not to receive the pe- 
tition. | 
_ == The next. conteſt of importance was in 1761, 

vhen Sir James Peachy, Bart. and lord viſcount 
Gage (the latter having changed his party ſince 
the laſt election), were ſupported by. the duke of 
| Newcaſtle, and the miniſterial intereſt, and George 
Medley, Eſq. and William Evelyn, Eſq. oppoſed 
them. At this election the diſtinQion of populacy 
and 7ax-payers, which has fince been the ſubjeR 
of ſo much expence and e firſt took | 
Mace. = 

Under the 3 of < populacy,” every 
man who had a legal parochial ſettlement, and 
reſided within the pariſh, claimed, as in pot-wal- 

loping boroughs, the right of voting; and having 
| exerciſed it upon all former occaſions, they 1 were 
deemed the legal conſtituent body. - 


A majority of the © populacy” were in the in- 
A a4 — 
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tereſt of Medley and Evelyn, and precluded "Te 


chance of ſucceſs from their opponents on their 
ſaffrages. The ſubterfuge of ſetting up a diſ- 


tink right was, therefore, reſorted to by the mi- 
niſterial candidates, as the only method by which 
they might, with the affiſtance of the houſe of 
commons, ground any hopes of ſucceeding. 

The returning officer, Mr. Chambers, father of 
the emmaculate charafter who filled that ſtation at 
the laſt general election, being in the miniſterial 
Intereſt, and the tax-payers, by a rate, fabricated 


for the purpoſe, devoted to the ſame party, every 
deQtor, whoſe name was not upon the rate, was 


rejected when he tendered his vote. A majority 
being obtained by theſe means for Peachy and 
Gage, they were returned to parliament, and Mr. 


Medley and Mr. Evelyn were left to ſeek their 


redreſs by petitioning the houſe. 


Upon the hearing of this petition, the houſe 


of commons, who were precluded by the 2d of 


George II. from altering the right of eleQion, 


contented themſelves with explaining it away, by 
reſolving, that by the word * populacyꝰ in the laſt 
reſolution of the houſe of commons, was meant 
| inhabitant bouſe-keepers, paying ſcot and lot, 

and that Sir James Peachy and lord viſcount 


Gage were duly elefled, 


From 


. 1 © 
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From this period, until the year 1786, the prove 
tice of taxing only the revenue officers, and four 
or five other individuals, who were ſure to obey 
the word of command, prevailed; to the excluſion 
of all the other inhabitants. Petitions againſt 
this arbitrary exclufion were preſented in 1774 
by Meſſrs. Sayre and Chetwoode, and in 1780 
by Mr. Moleſworth, but were not attended with ? 
| ſucceſs. The committees of the houſe of com- 
mons not chooling to admit the rateability of men 
Who the Seaford magiſtrates in their tis had 
deemed ineligible. 

In 1784, the Right Honourable Thomas Pele 
ham, whoſe father, lord Pelham, owns the tythes 
and about half the landed property in the neigh- _ 
bourhood of the borough, attempted to revive 
the political intereſt of the family, which had 
been negleRed ever fince the death of the late 
duke of N eweaſtle; and the Honourable L. T. 
Watſon became a candidate under Mr. Pelham $ 
patronage. A Mr. Alves, who then reſided in 
Harley-ſtreet, had ſucceeded in compelling the 
overſeers of the pariſh to add ſeven of the non- 
rated inhabitants to the poor-rate, became a can- 
didate upon their ſuffrages; and, by good ma- 
nagement, brought over eight out of the remaining 
ſeventeen 2 to his intereſt. With this 

| 3 : 
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majority he muſt have ſucceeded, even againſt 


the united intereſts of the oppoſitional and mini- 
terial parties ; but as the talent of managing was 


not confined to Mr. Alves, and the attachment of 


this deſcription of eleQors being neither to the 
perſon nor principles of their candidates, the 
means were ſoon reſorted to of detaching one 
half of Mr. Alves's confederated club from his 


intereſt, and uniting them with the faunch friends 
of government. A junction then became ne- 
cteſſary between the remaining ſupporters of Mr. 
Alves's cauſe, and the intereſt of Mr. Pelham; 


but the bewitching allurements of treaſury temp- 


tation was continually aſſailing this little party, 
and, by the day of election, reduced them to 


nearly one half of their original number. 

Mr. Alderman Curtis was at this time the can- 
didate onthe miniſterial intereſt, and had obtained 
the promiſes of a majority of theſe virtuous 
eeftors, the whole number being at this time only 
twenty-four ; and, in endeavouring to prevent 
any prejudice which his education in the preſ- 
byterian principles might create in the minds of 
his orthodox conſtituents, embraced the oppor. 
tunity, which a ſaint's day preſented, of attend- 


ing epiſcopal worſhip ; but as Satan is never ſo. 


alert in his miſchievous propenſities, as when an. 
W, 


: "7, 
opportunity preſents itſelf of reſiſting the pur- 
| Poſes of the righteous, he ſo managed it, as to 
improve this unlucky moment, of confounding 
all the parliamentary ſchemes. of the convivial 
alderman ; for, before he had finiſhed his devo- 
tions, a new candidate was introduced, under the 
recommendation of the celebrated John Robin- 
ſon, who had formerly repreſented this borough, 
when every elector in Mr. Curtis's intereſt re- _ 
ceived abſolution from his firſt engagement, and 
_ embraced the more powerful intereſt of a greater 
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favourite. | | 5 
Several other candidates appeared at this elec- 
tion with miniſterial recommendation; but lord 
Neville, and Sir Peter Parker, having the conſi- 
dence of thoſe in the ſecret, we forbear to men- 
tion the names of gentlemen, whoſe chagrin muſt _ 
have been ſeverely irritated, at finding them- 
ſelves the dupes of miniſterial intrigue and du- 
plicity. "Fs 
At the eleQion, which c came on in March, 1784 | 
| the numbers on the poll were, 
For the miniſterial candidates, 
Lord Neville, — 12 
Sir Peter Parker, . 12 
For the oppoſition candidates, 
Hon. L. T. Watſon, — 11 
Thomas Alves, Eſq. — 11 FE He 
=D | | Or, 
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One dleQor did not vote, who, it has fince been 
diſcovered, was in the miniſterial intereſt ; but 
having a majority without him, he was kept back, 


polite party, into whoſe meetings he had always 
been admitted as a friend. 


which being of importance to future conteſts, we 
muſt not omit to mention. The 7th and 8th of 
William III. ch. 25. enaQts, that the returning 
officer, aſter the receipt of the precept from the 


ſheriff, or the proper officer authoriſed to iſſue the 
fame, ſhall proceed to the election within eight 2. 


after receipt of the Precept. e e 9 
tice thereof. 

The baili® of Seaford proceeded to the elec- 
ton on the fourth day after proclamation, and it 
being conſidered that the letter of the act was not 


fince the proclamation, a petition of two of the 


ſaid cleRion was void. | 
This act does not include county elections. The time for 


making proclamation, holding county courts for election, &c. is 


oegulared by the 25th of George III. ch. 24. ſ. 4. ge 
a Lord 


that he might not avow his principles to the op- 


An informality was obſerved in this A 


Þ» hui 2 ©, kwd ith . 3 wag 


complied with, only tree days having intervened - 


deftors who voted for Mr. Watſon was preſented 

to the houſe, complaining of this irregularity; _ 
which being heard before a committee, in the 
month of March, 1785, it was determined that the 
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Lord Neville, who had been returned with Sir 
Peter Parker, had alſo been elected for the county 
of Monmouth. This circumſtance made a va- 
cancy for the borough of Seaford certain, before 
the event of the above petition was known; to 


| ſupply which, no leſs than fix and twenty candi- 


dates offered themſelves, between the time of the 
election, in March 1784, and the hearing of the 
petition, in March 1788. The number of elec- 
tors being, at that time, only twenty-four, it could 
not ſupply a ſingle vote to each of theſe gentle. 
men, if they had perſevered in the conteſt to the 
end of the poll. : 
One of theſe candidates was the late Right 
Honourable Henry Flood, who was introduced 
to the borough by the author of this work, not 
with a view of obtaining his ſeat by the ſuffrages 
of the twenty-four exiſting voters, who were to a 
man engaged in the intereſt of Mr. Pelham, or 
that of adminiſtration, though it appeared that a 
decided majority of them was to be obtained, 
on what they called honourable terms, but on the 
right of twice that number of inhabitant houſe. 
keepers, whoſe names had been omitted in the 
poor-rate for near thirty years, on purpoſe to 
preclude them from 22 .. ok ther fran- 85 


chiſes. 
Am 
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Amongſt — the ovieiee of 
the poor had placed in the legal deſcription of 


paupers, by charitably diſburthening them of their 


taxes, were the vicar of the pariſh, and fourteen 
county freeholders, beſides others, who could af- 
ford, and actually had, at the time, lent money to 
fome of the pariſh officers, and even to one of 
the magiſtrates who allowed the rates. 

_ - Theſe non-rated inhabitants commenced their 
claim to redreſs, by appealing to the quarter- 
 feffions of the borough, on the ground of being 
excluded to anſwer eleQtion purpoſes. Upon 
hearing this appeal, it appeared not to have been 
lodged at the ſeſſions next enſuing the making 
of the rate, as-the law direQs; and the magiſ- 
trates availed 8 - * ne to diſ- 


mils it. 
The overſcers nook care to prevent a ſecond 


appeal on this complaint, by maintaining the poor 


themſelves, and making no rate, till the election, 
which was ſuſpended for a year by the petition 
then before the houſe of commons, was diſpoſ- 
ew 

Sir Godfrey Webſter had declared himſelf a 
candidate on the intereſt of Mr. Pelham, for the 
vacancy occaſioned by lord Neville making his 


morres, 


election for Monmouthſhire; and lord Mount- 
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morres, in oppoſition, had been recommended by 
the treaſury. | | 


The petition being heard, and the election de- 


N void, in March 178g, there became two 
vacancies; in conſequence of which, Sir God- 
frey Webſter united his intereſt with Mr. Alves, 
as the Honourable Mr. Watſon had done at the 
former election; Sir Peter Parker, and lord 
Mountmorres, appeared under the treaſury in- 
fluence, and Sir Laurence Parſons, Bart. the 
preſent member for King's County in Ireland, 
became a candidate on the ſuffrages of the non- 
rated en in conjunction with Mr, 
Flood. | pies. 
The ay preceding the bom; a wind trea- 
ſury candidate appeared, in the perſon of Sir 
John Henderſon, and exhibited ſimilar official 
recommendations to thoſe already produced by 
Sir Peter Parker and lord Mountmorres. The 
government voters, who had all engaged to ſup- 
port the two laſt, were at firſt a little ſtaggered 
how to act under theſe contradiQtory orders; 
but receiving inſtructions from a proper per- 
ſon, they diſmiſſed lord Mountmorres with as lit- 
tle ceremony as they had, upon a former occa- 

ſion, done Mr. Alderman Curtis, under ſimilar 
eircumſtances. His lordibip, however, did not 
acquieſce 
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acquieſce in this treatment with quite ſo much 
indifference and condeſcenſion; a very ſerious 
mecting had nearly taken place between him and 
Sir John Henderſon, and which was only pre- 
vented by the intervention of friends, who ſug- 
geſted the propriety of an interview with a per- 
fon high in office, that they might know to whom 
the blame was imputable. 
| Thiomenting aftualty took place in « fo days 
after, which we fince underſtood terminated ſo 
+ lintle to the ſatisfaRtion of the noble viſeount, that 
he took the firſt opportunity, in a dignified place 
In a neighbouring kingdom, to make ſome ſtrong 
comments in his ſpeech, on the impropriety of a 
miniſter's not paying the moſt ſcrupulous at- 
tention to the obſervance of his word, We do 
not recolleQ that he pledged himſelf © as a man, 
* and as a miniſter;“ but it appears, that his 
lordſhip conſidered the obligation as equally 
On the day of cleQtion, ſeven candidates ap- 
_ peared on the buſtings, (if the miſerable place in 
which the public buſineſs of the borough is tranſ- 
ated may be underſtood by that name) but lord 
Mountmorres, finding himſelf deſerted by every 
voter who had promiſed him, and by che men who 
had reccived him with cordiality, and announced 


him 


369 
bim to the eleftors as the government candidate, 
in a ſpeech of manly indignation, declined any 
further connettion with this conſiſtent a of | 

electors. 
At the cloſe of the poll, the nien were, 

Fo or the Right Hon. Henry Flood —- 28 

Sir Laurence Parſons, — 24 
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Sir Godfrey Webſter — 19 
Thomas Alves, Eſq. — 18 
Sir Peter Parker — — 16 


| Sir John Henderſon — 14 
The returning officer however, thought proper 
do reject every vote for Flood and Parſons; eight 
of Sir Godfrey Webſter's; ſeven of Mr. Alves's; 
two of Sir Peter Parker's; and then made a re- 8 
turn of the treaſury candidates. b 

At this election the celebrated Mr. Harben 
made his firſt appearance in this borough, in a 
political charadter, having taken a lodging-houſe 
for forty days, to qualify himſelf for an occa- 
fional voter. Mr. Hariſon, who, for the laſt 
thirty years had been conſidered as the govern- 
ment agent and patron, was ſtill looked up to as 
preſerving that ſituation. 

Four petitions were preſented to parliament 
againſt the return of Sir Peter Parker and Sir 
John Henderſon; one, by Meſſrs. Flood and 

MY BS _ * Parſons; 
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Parſons; a ſecond, by certain electors in their 
intereſt ; a third, by Meſſrs. Webſter and Alves; 
and a fourth, by other electors who had voted for 


theſe gentlemen. 


Theſe petitions were tried by a committee of 
the houſe of commons, in February 1786, when, 


aſter a full inveſtigation of the claims of thoſe 
who voted for Flood and Parſons, the committee 


determined not to admit evidence to invalidate 


the reſolution of 1761, by which the word popu- 


lacy was explained to mean inhabitant houſe- 
keepers, paying ſcot and lot. The counſel then 
endeavoured to prove, that. theſe perſons were 
rateable houſekeepers, within the meaning of the 
laſt reſolution of 17641 ; but their appeal to the 
Scaford ſeſſions not having been made within the 
time direQed by law, the committee alſo reſolved 
not to admit evidence to prove that fact. 

The petition of theſe gentlemen being thus 


of Sir Godfrey Webſter and Mr. Alves, who ob- 
jeacd to three of the votes for the ſitting mem- 
bers, amongſt whom was Mr. Harben, who voted 


for a lodging-houſe, upon a pretended reſidence 


of forty days. The whole three being deemed 


bad, the numbers for both parties became equal. 


Some ſtrong T of * was opened, 
which, 


diſpoſed of, the committee proceeded upon that 
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which, for reaſons the author is unacquainted 


with, was not proceeded upon. The committee, 
therefore, upon the equality of numbers, declared | 


this ſecond election void. 

Mr: Alves by this time had received a com- 
plete ſurfeit of the Seaford conteſt; and the 
voters in the intereſt of Mr. Flood, having hada 
ſecond opportunity of appealing to the Seaford 


ſeſſions againſt the poor-rate, a new one being 
made the inſtant the laft election was concluded; 
the overſeers, not expecting that the petitions 


againſt it would occaſion a ſecond void election, 


the non-rated inhabitants were now in a fitua- 


tion to prove their rateability before a committee 


of the houſe of commons ; when nineteen of that 


_ deſcription being in a ſtate of opulence, much 
ſuperior to the majority of the tax payers, Mr. 


Flood's ſucceſs was . N the * . 


of doubt. 
Mr. Alves having declined any — to 


future ſupport, all his little party, except one, 


vere prevailed on to join the treaſury junto; but 
a junction having been formed between Mr. 
Pelham's intereſt and that of Mr. Flood, they 
became a majority of juſt two to one againſt all 
the forces the treaſury could muſter. — 

* 8 At 
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An the third cleGion the numbers onthe pol 


For the Right Hon. Henry Flood, 32 
Sir Godfrey Webſter, Bart. 32 
Sir Peter Parker, Bart. 58 
Sir John Henderſon, Bart. | 16 
The returning officer again ſtruck off all ſuch 
votes as did not appear on the poor-rate, though 


_ that rate had been rejected by the committee as 


à corrupt one; and admitting the whole ſixteen 
votes for Parker and Henderſon, and only half 
that number for Flood and Webſter, made his re- 


turn to parliament accordingly. 


Theſe proceedings were too flagrant to meet 


the eye of a committee of the houſe of commons; 
for, however deſperate the imbecility and igno- 
rance of a routed party of borough-mongers 
might make them, the characters of Sir Peter 
Parker and Sir John Henderſon were not to be 
ported with, to gratify the chagrin of ſuch peo- 
ple. A petition of Mr. Flood and Sir Godfrey 


Webſter was preſented to the houſe, and, when 


the day of hearing arrived, the counſel for the 
fitting members informed the committee, that 
their clients, being ſenſible that the petitioners had 


6 no fur-. 


they 
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ther trouble. The committee reported to the 
houſe the ſame day, March 13, 1786, © That the 
Right Hon. Henry Flood and Sir Godfrey Web- 
ſter, Bart. were duly cleQed, and ought to have 
been returned.” . 
| Thus was the cauſe of W e in this 
little borough, triumphant over the moſt unpre- 

cedented oppreſſion, and in oppoſition to the 
Influence of the treaſury, to a family junto of 
borough magiſtrates, or jurats, and to the united 
exertion. of ſeventeen ſinecure placemen, pen- 
fioned on Purpoſe to ſupport: the cauſe of ty- 

ranny. 

The ſyſtem of politics in this lai now took 
an entire change; the whole of Mr. Flood's 
friends, together with the other inhabitants who 
had taken no part in the eleftion, were put upon 
the poor rates, and Mr. Hariſon, who had for 

thirty years enjoyed the confidence of govern- 
ment, and been the acknowledged patron of the 
borough, from the ill ſucceſs that attended his 
late management, or from a determination to in- 
troduce a manager of leſs ſcruple into the daſh- 
ing concerns of the party, was treated with cool- _ 
neſs-by the treaſury ; but as he {till retained the 
abſolute command of the corporation, which con- 
ſiſted of a bailiff, three jurats, and ſeventeen free- 

Bb 3 men, 
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men, matters were not yet quite ripe for openly 
infulting and diſmiſſing him. 

Mr. Harben, the preſent hero of theſe politi- 
cal myrmidons, had therefore time to inveigle 


himſelf into the confidence of Mr. Hariſon, and 


by an offer, apparently liberal, of undertaking to 
be at the expence of re-inſtating Mr. Hariſon's 
influence, upon being permitted to ſhare with 


him in the advantages attached to it, he obtained 


the purchaſe of ſeveral acres of land within the 
borough, from Mr. Hariſon's eſtate, on which 
he ſoon creed a ſtately houſe; and, having once 
got an eſtabliſhment within the limits of its pri- 
vileges, his next aſfeencs was upon the corpora- 
uon. 


This body conſiſted moſtly of revenue officers, 


whoſe places were all finecures, and were origi- 
nally created here, as in the other Cinque Ports, 
for the eſtabliſhment of a government intereſt, 
Each individual owed his place to the recom- 
wendation of Mr. Hariſon; and it was at firſt ap- 
prehended, that the moral tie of gratitude might 
make ſuch an impreſſion on the minds of ſome of 
chem, as to create a difficulty in the attempt, of 
not only detaching them from the intereſt of their 
benefaQor, but in inducing them, at the ſame 
time, to ſupport that of his avowed opponent; 

— © 


3 . 
ft — 1 "TY 


w 


t 


an 


SEAFORD. 375 
for, whenever the experiment was made, the 
maſk of friendſhip muſt be taken off. 
Treaſury mandates were however obtained, 
and the freemen were ſounded one by one. 
On the Michaelmas day following the late elec- 
tion defeat, this maſter-piece of political craft 
was to be played off, 5 
It commenced with eleQting a creature of 
 Hariſon's, but who was now privately in the in- 
tereſt of Harben, into the office of bailiff, and 
then the cloven foot appeared in Mr. Harben's 
being propoſed to be eleQed a freeman. Mr. 
_ Hariſon, who was preſent, fired with indigna- 
tion at the plot which was unfolding itſelf, in- 
treated the freemen, as they valued their own 
intereſt *, and if they felt a ſpark of attachment 
to him for the places they held, or the patron- 
age he had ever afforded them, not to ſuffer this 
attempt to ſucceed againſt his political exiſtence, 
and their ſecurity. The freemen, however, 
heard this harangue with ſtoic apathy, and, 
when the queſtion was put, to a man voted 
againſt their benefactor !!! | 
We have been particular in our relation of 
* The only appeal to their feelings which ſeemed to make _ 
any impreſſion. 
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theſe circumſtances of political perfidy, in order 
to diſplay the pernicious conſequences, which 


| the preſent ſyſtem of borough repreſentation 


muſt have upon the morals of the parties inte- 


reſted; not doubting but it will be an argument 


of much- weight with the eſtabliſhed clergy, 
whoſe zeal in the cauſe of virtue and good go- 
verument will exert itſelf with redoubled vigour, 
to obtain that reform in the repreſentation of 


the people, which is ſo immediately connetted 


with the cauſe of religion and morality. 

Mr. Harben haying now ereQed a country 
feat in the borough, and obtained a political one 
in the corporation, felt his importance ſufficient- 
ly eſtabliſhed to commence open hoſtilities with 


Hariſon. The firſt act of his reign, for he now 


| became the avowed and oſtenſible agent of go- 


vernment, was to procure Mr., Hariſon's diſmiſ- 


non from the ſinecure places of ſuperviſor of 
the riding officers, and captain of the cuſtom. 
houſe boat, worth together 270l. per annum: 
the firſt of which he diſpoſed of to Thomas 


Chambers, the late returning officer, and the 


other he kept open for the moſt hungry of the 
 appoſite party to bite at. Mr. Hariſon's other 


Ginecure, of comptroller af cloth and petty cuſ- 


tomy 
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toms in the port of London; being a patent 
place for life, was out af the reach of Mr. Har- 
ben's graſp. | 

Mr. Harben was not all this while negligent 
of his own intereſt, having procured the exciſe 
of the eaſtern part of the county to be paid into 
his hands, in its paſſage to the treaſury; (an ob- 
je of no little importance to a country banker), 
and obtained the place of receiver general of 
the ſtamp duties for Suſſex, worth 600l. per an- 
num, for his eldeſt ſon; his next care was to 
procure the office of warehouſe-keeper of the 
ſtamp office in Landon, with a ſalary of 200l. 
per annum, for his ſecond ſon, which he is allow- | 
ed to hold as a ſinecure, and to continue his reſi- 
dence at Lewes. Mrs. Harben has alſo a 
ſinecure of 4ogl. fer annum in her maj jeſty's 
Houſehold, 

From this period to the WY this inſignifi- 
cant little place has exhibited the moſt diſguſting 
ſcene of profligacy, in all its ſhades of defor- 
mity. Mr. Hariſon had the merit of managing | 
the government influence, in its political con- 
cerns, vithout perſecution; but from this 
moment ſcarce a ſeſſions, aſſize, or term paſſed, 
without indiQtments* for aſſaults, informations 
againſt pretended riots, in which the proſecutors 
_ were 
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were always ſure to have been the aa 
inditments for perjury, robbery, and every 
crime which malicious ingenuity could give a 
colourable pretence of inſtigating. The ex- 


pence and ruin brought on individuals by theſe 


means is inconceivable, independent of the diſ- 
grace and miſery that the moſt innocent muſt 
fuffer from the infamy of ſuch proceedings. 

In oppoſition to the treaſury influence, and 
to theſe meaſures of iniquity, Mr. James Hur- 
dis, a gentleman of independent fortune, incor- 
ruptible integrity, and poſſeſſing a mind preg- 
| nant with the moſt amiable qualities, at his own 
private expence, not only oppoſed the torrent 
of corruption, which, like a whirlwind, was 


frallowing every thing in its vortex, but, with a 


benevolence correſponding with his ſuperior 
virtues, became the advocate of the oppreſſed, 


and in the language of the inimitable Gray, 
® The tint tyrant of his feds withſtood. 


To this village Hampden, the 3 with 


grateful pride, acknowledges his obligations; to 


his humanity whole families owe their exiſtence; 


to his liberality the impoveriſhed vidtim of 
. from the jaws of a pri- 


fon; but in his praiſe the higheſt panegyrick 
would | 
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Would exhauſt itſelf in vain, for he has a ſenſibi- 
lity which is its own reward. - | 

With Mr. Hurdis, every - gentleman of "TY 
| borough, except the three penſioned jurats, had 
the honour to aQ, who vainly imagined that 
it was poſſible to preſerve ſuch a handful of 
voters from the influence of venality ; ſcarce a 
week however paſſed without ſome one being 
detached from amongſt the inferior part of their 
. Intereſt. The mode of corrupting theſe people 
was, by advancing each individual a ſum of mo- 
ney (not leſs than fifty pounds) upon bond; of 
whom, while they continued obſequious to 
their dictator, neither principal nor intereſt was 
demanded ; but the moment one of thoſe unfor- 
tunate men preſumed to exerciſe a will of his 
own, the bond was exalted with unexampled 
rigour. Another engine of undue influence is, 
the number of cuſtom-houſe and finecure places 
in the gift of the patron of this borough. 

Our readers will naturally be led to imagine, 
from the number of tide-waiters, boatmen, &c. 

who reſide here, that there muſt be a harbour 
commodious for ſhipping ; that the imports and 
exports muſt be great, and the revenues ariſing 
from them to government proportionable there. 
to; but ſq far js this from being the real ſitua- 
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tion of the place, that the only buſineſs done 


here, throughout the whole year, is the diſcharg- 
ing one ſolitary cargo of coals. Newhaven, 
which is a conſiderable port, where much buſi. 
neks is done, with a third part of the number of 
officers, is only four miles diſtant from hence; a 
convincing proof that theſe vermin are ſuffered 
to feed on the earnings of the laborious part 
of the public, only becauſe their influence may 
have ſome weight at the election of the treaſury 
members. The patronage of the cuſtom-houſe 


at Newhaven, on account of its vicinity, is ad- 


OT WIE AE ny OE 
this place. 

66 Dean, Eaft 
Dean, and the cuſtom-houſe of Eaſt Bourne, are 
alſo ſupplied with placemen from —_ the 
clectors of this borough. | 

Mr. Harben being ſtill unable, with all his 
influence, to aſcertain a ſtrength that would 


conſtitute a majority of the eleftors, had re- 


courſe to a new expedient, which was not only 
contrary to the charter of the borough, but to its 
cuſtom, pratice, and conſtitution; this was, to 
create nineteen non-refident freemen, which Mr. 
Harben and his adviſers were weak enough to 
believe would inveſt them with the rights of 

wy election. 


Ju 


the 
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cledtion. A meeting of the corporation was 

accordingly convened, at an ale-houſe in the 

borough, when the following were ad- 
mitted to their * 


1. Hon. Charles Lan nephew to the duke 
of Richmond. : | 
2. Robert Steele, Eſq. brother to the "Ru 

tary of the treaſury. 
3. Walker Goldſmith, brother to one e of the 
jurats. 
4. Henry Chambers, ditto. 51952 
5. Nathaniel Pain, ditto, | 4 
6. Henry Plaiſted, brother-in-law to Harben; : 
7. Harry Plaiſted, coufin to Harben. | 
8. James Harben, brother to ditto. | 
9. Robert Roſam. 
10. Rev. William Gwynne, of Lewes. 
11. Rev. Arthur Iredel, a relation of ſerjeant 
Kempe, has obtained two government livings. 
12. William Green, a magiſtrate at Lewes, | 
and crier of the court of WEE DER. 3 
23. Charles Gilbert. | 
14. Philip Mighill. 
15. John Coggan. 
16. James Brooke, brother-in-law 6 to one e of 
the j e 


17. Gabriel 
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27. Gabriel Burrowes, father to the overſeer.” 
18. Richard Talmage, an itinerant carpenter. 
19. Richard Thatcher, brother-in-law to the 
town clerk. 
Soon after which were added the following z 
200. Right Hon. William Pitt!!! 

21. Duke of Richmond!!! 
- 22. John Young, a jack-aſs. driver. 

23. William Chambers, brother to two of the 
jurats a ; Is 


The jurats in the above liſt were non-reſi= 
dents, and ſeletted from different parts of the 
kingd | | 


— ITE VENT 
in this place. 


lun ars. 


John Sargent, Eſq. bailiff, clerk of the 
Ordnance, worth 2000]. per annum, ſlept. one 
night in the borough to conſtitute a legal refie 
dence. Lives at Lavingdon Park, near Pet- 

2. John Aldridge, Eſq. ſtorekeeper of the 
Ordnance, worth 2000]. per annum. reſides at 
Horſham. 


3. Nachanigl 


.-The reſident freemen and jurats, forming a liſt 


the 


Aron p. 7 

= Nathaniel Trederoft, Eſq. deputy paymaſ- 

ter of the army under Mr. Steele. Reſides in 
London. | 

4. Robert Steele, Eſq. biber to the paymal- | 
ter of the army. Reſides at Chicheſter. 

g. Thomas Chambers, ſuperviſor of the W 
officers, 150l. per annum. 

6. William Chambers, brother to the Wehner, 

a patent waiter in the cuſtoms of the port of 

London, 150l. per annum, reſides at Bletching- 

don, and carries on the buſineſs of a farmer. 

7. Thomas Harben, who reſides at Lewes, has 
the public taxes paid into his bank, and his two 
eldeſt ſons have places worth 8ool. per annum. 
and his wife a place of Os a year, in the 
houſhold. | 
8. Duke of Richmond, maſter general of the 
Ordnance, &c. &c. &c. who was never within 

che borough but once. 

9. Lancelot Hariſon, reßiding at an 
ſtone, comptroller of cloth and petty cuſtoms in 
the port of London, 20ol. per annum. 

10. Robert Stone, a tenant of lord Pelham. 


FREEMEN. 


11. Sir James Peachey, maſter of the robes to 
the ” 
12. Chatfield 


NATO i 
18. Chatfield Turner, town clerk, who refides 
at Lewes, and is ſaid to be a rider, at 100l. per 
annum, upon a revenue officer. | : 

13- Thomas HI. Magbens fon of the jurm, and 
Collector of ſtamp-duties, 6ool. per annum. 

14. Joſeph Stevens, mate of the revenue e boat, 
Gol. per annum, but a landſman. | 

15. Charles Wood, a ſuperannuated revenue- 
officer, who has reſigned his pay to be maintain- 
ed by the pariſh. 

16. Henry Bean, a riding officer, 60] per 
annum. 


17. William Baker, ditto, and ona 


to Thomas Chambers. 

18. Thomas Wood, a boat-man, ou per 
annum. 
19. John Wood, ſen. aichatinied 3 


boat-man, gol. annum, and _ to the 


corporation. 
20. John Hood, a choolmater, * an honeſt 


man. 

2t. Thomas Hughes, a ſuperannuated boat- 

22. Samuel Sage, ſen. a broken tide-waiter, 

and beggar-whipper to the magiſtrates. 

ag. Thomas ä an ö labourer. 
- Robert 
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24. Robert Spearman Bates, a well known 
Eaſt-India captain, reſident at Lymington. 
283. Thomas Simmons, a bricklayer, and a 
| boatman, gol. per annum. 5 
| 26. William Simmons, father to hos 1 
27. John Simmons. | Do 

28. William Wood, 1 to John Wood, a 
bum-bailiff, nicknamed Tippler. | 

29. William Harmer, jun. cow-boy. 

30. Henry Putland, a drunken diſorderly 
fellow. 

381. John Wood, Jun. as to Tippler. 

32. Thomas Verral. | 

33. John Gorringe, he perſon reprimanded 
by the committee of the houſe of commons for 
prevarication. | 

34- Arthur Hughes ſon to Thomas Hogkes | 

35- Joſeph Stevens, jun. ſon to the man, 
No. 14. 

36. William Hide, ki Turpin, aſkſ- 


tant to Thomas Chambers, gol. per annum. 
37. Mr. Serjeant Kempe, recorder of this 
borough. 
The intereſt of Mr. Harben, wich the aſſiſtance 
of ſo many non-reſident freemen, not being yet 
deemed ſecure, another .expedient was reſorted 
to. Twenty-ſix perſons, moſt of whom were in 
Vor. II. ä | the 
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the employment of Mr. Harben, as Agger of 
_ chalk, at eight ſhillings per week each, were 
brought into the borough on the eve of Chriſt- 


mas-day, 1789; when, a new poor rate being 
made the ſame evening, every one of them were 

taxed for ſuch houſes as were occupied by 
_ widows, cuſtom-houſe officers who could not 


vote, or freemen whom they preſumed had a 
right of ſuffrages by virtue of their freedom; 


and one was FR for the poor-houſe of the 


pariſh. 
Theſe twenty-ſix chalk diggers, a with 


the twenty-four non-reſident freemen, making 


together fifty ſurreptitious votes, amounted to 


more than half of the whole number of legal 


+ electors in the borough; and if a returning offi- 


cer could be found to admit perſons of ſuch 
deſcriptions to poll, little doubt could be now 
entertained of the treaſury party ſucceeding at 
the enſuing election, as far at leaſt as obtaining 
the return. 

The diſſolution of — happened to 


take place ſeventeen days before the fix months re- 


fedence, required by the ſtatute of 26 George III. 


Chop. 100, was completed; in conſequence of 
which the treaſury junto found themſelves in- 


—— appeared to be an inſurmoum- 


able 
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able dilemma; The craft and contrivance of their 
managers, however, hit upon a ſcheme for extri- 
cating them. The returning officer was not 
compelled, by law, to proceed to elettion till the 
eighth day after proclamation, which happening 
to be Saturday, an adjournment took place till 
Monday; which manceuvre carried them over to 
the tenth day, when it was agreed to diſpoſe of 
the remaining ſeven in the following manner. 

The candidates to inſiſt on the ſix oaths re- 
quired by ſtatute ®, being adminiſtered to each 
voter, which would take up half an hour in 

repeating by each individual. 
The candidates and the counſel to object ta 
every voter, objectionable or not, and to make a 
ſpeech of half an hour each on his ineligibility: 
which mode would occupy one hour and a half 
more upon each vote ſeparately. - | 

Under theſe obſtacles, it was deemed impoſſi- 
ble to poll more than four votes each day, till 
the ſeven days were expired; at which time the 
ſix-and- twenty chalk diggers might be brought 
forward, and polled, as having * their 
ſix months reſidence. 


This plan was aQually put in practice, and 


wg Ou of dllehncs. 2. Oath of ſupremacy: 3. De> 
claration of teſt. 4. Oath of * 5. Oath of reſidence. | 
6. Bridery oath, | 

C 81 i . 
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this ridiculous and reproachful farce was abfo- 
lately played off for the whole ſeven days. 

The ſcene exhibited, candidates ſpeaking 
againſt time, counſel pleading againſt law, clergy- 
men abjuring popery, and the immaculate elec- 


tors of Seaford purging Ry of 88 : 


and corruption. 
The ſeven days being at laſt got over bs this 
management, the fix-and-twenty chalk diggers 
were brought forward on the eighth day, and 


every one of them admitted to poll, and were 


received as good votes by the returning officer. 
Fourteen of the voters in Mr. Pelham's inter- 


eſt were rejected; nine houſekeepers, who had 


tived ſeveral years in the borough, but whoſe 
political fentiments not correſponding with thoſe 
of the pariſh officers, had not been aſſeſſed to 


the poor- rate, though they had frequently ap- 
| pealed to the Seaford ſeſſions to be admitted to 
pay their taxes ; four for not having their names 


marked in the poor-book, as having paid the laſt 


rate, one of whom was a gentleman poſſeſſing at 


leaſt a thouſand pounds per annum property, and 
who had bcen a houſekeeper fix-and-twenty 
years in the place; and one for having moved out 
of an old reſidence into a new one, fince the making of 
the poor rate. 
_ The poll, thus * on one e ſide, and ſcru- 


tinized 
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tinized on the other, appeared” 6 to contain the 
following numbers : | 

For the miniſterial candidates, 
John Sargent, Eſq. 92 
R. P. Joddrell, Eſq. 91 
For the oppoſition candidates, 
> Mis Godfrey Webſter 48 
John Tarleton, Eſq. 48 
A petition was preſented to parliament by 
Sir Godfrey Webſter and Mr. Tarleton, imme- 
diately on its meeting, complaining of the above 
return, and the partiality of the returning officer, 
&c. which did not come to a hearing till March 
1792; when the twenty-four non-reſident free- 
men, and the twenty-ſix chalk diggers, were de- 
clared bad votes, and ordered to be ſtruck from 
off the poll, without ſubjeQing- the petitioners 
to the trouble of examining a ſingle witneſs. 
The poll of Sargent and Joddrell was now 
reduced to forty-two and forty-one ; and the peti- 
tioners proceeded to add nine to their own poll, 
who were houſekeepers within the borough, and 
though not aſſeſſed to the poor- rate, had paid the 
church and king's taxes, and had appealed againſt 
all the poor rates which had been made for ſeve- 
ral years, in conſequence of their names having 
been omitted. It appeared, however, that their 
e laſt 
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| loſt Sir Godfrey Webſter his ſeat. | 
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laſt appeal, either by miſtake or negleR, had not 
been entered on the record of the ſeſſions, the 
committee p47 aghia ging 


their rateability. 


The counſel for the petitioners next attempted 
to eſt2bliſh the four votes who had been rejected 


for not paying to the laſt rate preceding the 


election to which they had been aſſeſſed. The 
committee, however, contrary to * _ 


tation, refuſed to allow them. 

The laſt attempt of the petitioners was, to 
eſtabliſh the vote of the man who had been rejeQ- 
ed by the returning officer, for having changed 
his dwelling-houſe between the time of making 
the rate and the election. In this they ſuc- 


| The fitting members now opened their caſe, 
ndnd objefted to nineteen votes of the petitioners, 
upon grounds which appeared ſo very frivolous, 


that had complete evidence been brought up to 
eſtabliſh their validity, the author is perſuaded, 


incligible; however, upon ſumming up the evi- 
dence, the committee determined againſt feven 
of them, which put one of the fitting members 
upon an equality with one of the petitioners, and 


that not one of them could have been deemed - 
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One of the electors having polled for Sargent 
and Tarleton, and a ſecond for Webſter only, the 
latter was one of the voters diſallowed by the 
committee, which gave the majority of one to 
Sargent and Tarleton. 
The committee, therefore, reported to the 
houſe, on the 19th March, 1792, 

« That John Sargent, Eſq. one of the ſitting 
members, and John Tarleton, Eſq. one of the 
petitioners, were duly elected.“ | 

The committee, at. the ſame time, n 
ſpecially, ; x 

That the right of eleklion for the port and 
borough of Seaford, in the county of Suſſex, is 
in the inhabitants houſekeepers of the ſaid 
town and port, paying ſcot and lot, * in them 
only. 

By this laſt reſolution, the corporation, con- 
ſiſting of a bailiff, j jurats, and freemen, which Mr. 
Harben, with ſo much difficulty and expence 
had attached to his intereſt, are intirely ſhut out 
from all election rights within the borough of 
Seaford, and the privilege is veſted where the 
eonſtitution originally placed it in the inhabi- | 
tants houſekeepers, paying {cot and lot. 

The Right Hon. Thomas Pelham, who may 


now be conſidered as the patron of this borough, 
WOK | bath 
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both from the influence of property, and the 


period, have ſupplanted that of Mr. Harben, had 


he condeſcended to have recourſe to the ſame 


Means. | 
The corporation, to the author's own know- 


ledge, made an offer of their ſervices to Mr. 


Pelham, which that 33 never honoured 
mT an anſwer. 

- Harben, fince he 3 ſuperſeded Mr. 
1 in the confidence of the treaſury, has 
had the recommendation to places in the gift of 


government, to the amount of near three thou- 


ſand pounds per annum. Amongſt the perſons 
moſt favoured are, his own ſons, and Weſt, Martin, 


and Burrowes, the overſeers, who were the fra- 


mers of the poor rates, which have been the 
ſubjeQ of ſo much litigation, expence, and op- 


RicnT or £LECTION—Refſolved, that the bai- 


lift, jurats, and freemen, have not only voices in 


elections, but that the eleRtion is in the populacy, 


26th Feb. 1670. | 

That by the word populacy is meant, inhabi- 
tants houſekeepers, paying ſcot and lot. _ 
6 19602. 

To refuſe the admiſſion of — in abr 


0 


perſonal affections of the people, might, at any 
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to ſhew, that in the above determinations of the 
houſe, the words © bailiff, jurats, and freemen,* 
mean * ſuch bailiff, Jurats, and freemen only as 
are reſident within the ſaid town and port. 10 
Dec. 1761. 355 © 

That the right of election is in the inhabitants 
houſekeepers of the ſaid town and port, paying 
ſcot and lot, and in them only. 19 March, 
1792. | oe 

NUMBER OF voTers—FEighty-three. 

RETURNING oFFicex—The bailiff; who ought 
to be choſen by the tenants and inhabitants, reſi- 
dent and abiding, on Michaelmas-day in every 
year: . 

PArROW— Diſputed between the Right Hon. 
Thomas Pelham and the duke of Richmond. 

CokroRATION—Conſiſts of a bailiff, twelve 
jurats, (which are generally half or two-thirds 
kept vacant) and an indefinite number of free- 


men. 
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the twelve counties, and as many towns in Wales, 
were imprivileged to ſend members to parliament, 
The boroughs of Beaumaris, Radnor and Mont- 
gomery, can alone be ſaid to be under abſolute con- 
troul. The influence which prevails in the other 
towns, is not the produce of corruption, but ariſes 
from the popularity and hoſpitality of men of 
conſiderable property, whoſe reſidences are con- 
tiguous to them, and who are ready to ſervethem 
with that aſſiſtance and advice, which the exigen- 
cies of their ſituation may require. An inſtance 
of bribery is very uncommon among them, nor 
are their morals debauched by frequent invita- 
tions to election treats, which are the parents of 


drunkenneſa, 
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drunkenneſs, idleneſs and diffipation, and in their 
conſequences more generally pernicious to ſo- 


cuſtomed to depend upon the precarious ſubſiſt- 
| ence which they may derive from a ſale of their 
votes, they are continually exerciſed by being 
uſeful to the community, by the laborious em- 
ployments in which they are engaged. Unlike 


the inhabitants of the rotten boroughs, who enjoy 
at one time the extreme of luxury, and at another 
are reduced to the maſt abjeQ poverty, they di- 
vide amongſt their families the hard, but well. 


| earned fruits of their labour and their induſtry. 


ANGLESEA. 


tiety than any evil which exiſts in it. Unac.. 


co 


of 
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Tux repreſentation of this county was warmly 
conteſted in 1784, between Mr. Bayley, ſupported 
by the intereſt of his brother the earl of Uxbridge, 
and Mr. Meyrick by that of lord vifcount Bulke- 
ley; the former of whom was then ſucceſsful. But 
theſe two noblemen have agreed ſince that time not 
to oppoſe each other, either in this county or Car- 
narvon; ſo that the influence of the earl of Ux- 
bridge returns the member for Angleſea without 
oppoſition, and lord viſcount Bulkeley, unmo- 
leſted, procures the return of a repreſentative of 
his recommendation for Carnarvonſhire. 

 PatRon—Earl of Uxbridge. 

This iſland ſends two members to parliament, 
viz, one for the county, the other for Beau- 


maris. 


BEAUMARIS. 
POLITICAL CHARACTER—This town is the only 
place in Wales where the right of eleQion is 
confined to the corporation only, which confiſts 


of twenty-four members; thirteen perſons, which 
| form 
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form a majority of theſe twenty-four, return the 
member for this county-town. This body cor- 
porate is under the ſole influence and direQion 
of lord viſcount Bulkeley. | ; 

| Conronarion—By charter of incorporation of 
1 Elizabeth, it conſiſts of a mayor, n two 


— and twenty-one burgeſſes. 


geſſes of Beaumaris only. 

Nunztr or vorers—Twenty-four. 
RzeTurnING OFFICER—The mayor. 
Parzox—Lord viſcount Bulkeley. 


 BRECON COUNTY. 
Poriricar CHARACTER. 


Tur ee! intereſt in this county is in sir 


Charles Morgan of Tredegar. The immenſe 
property of this gentleman, and the anceſtors of 


his lady, the heireſs of the Morgan family, 
is diſtinguiſhable in the political hiſtory of 


of Monmouthſhire, ever ſince it firſt ſent repre- 
ſentatives to parliament ; but it commenced in 
this county about the time of Charles I. 


K Charles Morgan, Bart. 
BRECON 


| Rrent or ELECTION=—1709, 18 Feb. 1729, 
g Mar. In the mayor, bailiffs, and * bur- 


( 2399 ) 


BRECON TOWN. 

Por irIcAL cHaRacter—The right of election 
in this town is not confined, as at Beaumaris, to a 
ſele@ corporation, conſiſting of twenty-four in- 
dividuals, but extends to the burgeſſes at large of 
the town of Brecon, who are upwards of three 
hundred in number. The ſame intereſt which 
direQs the political bias of the county, prevails 
alſo in this town. a | 

Goren drion:Eoukhl of two bait twelve 
aldermen, and fifteen common-councilmen. 

RicaT or E LECTION—IN the corporation and 
free burgeſſes. 

NuMBER OF vor ERS Near three banded, 

RETURNING orricers—The bailiffs. 

PaTRON—Sir Charles Morgan, Bart. 


* — Gr EE UCP ErPIa CI ery wag gr : = 
CARDIGAN COUNTY. ET. 
POLITICAL CuanAcren., | | 


Ts influence which prevails in this county 
is that of the earl of Liſburne and John Camp- 
bell, Eſq. of Stackpole Court, in Pembrokeſhire. 
The earl of Liſburne has the leading intereſt, 


and 


400 | CARDIGAN: 
and has for many years been returned without 
800 | | 
 Parzoxn—Earl of Liſburne. 
| CARDIGAN. 


Poitticart cRARACTER—The member of par- 


| Hament for this place is elected by the burgeſſes 


at large of this town, in conjunction with thoſe 
of the outlying boroughs of Aberyſtwith, Lam- 
peter, and Adpar, amounting in the whole to 
twelve hundred voters The principal intereſt 
in thoſe ſeveral boroughs is that of Thomas 
Johnes, Eſq. of Croft Caſtle, in the county of 
Hereford, John Adams, Eſq. Edward Loveden 
Loveden, Eſq. of Buſcot, in the county of . 
Derks, and Thomas Powel, Eſq. of Nanteis. 
Conroxnation—By charter of 25 Elizabeth, 
| & confiſts of a mayor, two bailiffs, and twelve 
aldermen. | | 
Rienr or ELECTION—1730, 7 May. Is in th 
burgeſſes at large of the boroughs of Cardigan, 
Aberyſtwith, Lampeter, and Atpar, only. 
Numnztr or vorzxs—Upwards of twelve hun- 
Rerunninc orricex—The mayor. 
Parnons— Thomas Johnes, Eſq. &c. &c. &c. 


CAERMARTHEN. 


"OO 4 AY \ 
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307 Han - Pourricas Cnantoran, 


7 


Tus un is crap ads the intereſt 
of lord Dinevor. The intereſt which George 
Rice, Eſq. acquired during his life-time, induc- 
ed the freeholders of the county to ele& his 
Fon, the Honourable George Talbot Rice, now 
lard Dinevor, at the laſt general election, in 
preference to their late member, Sir William 
Manſel. 15 

54 Parzox—Lord Dinevor. 


3 CAERMARTHEN, 


n CHARACTER— This town, which 1 is 
under the influence of John George Phillips, 
Eſq. of Cumgwilly, is remarkable for the illegal 
and unconſtitutional interference of a right re- , 
verend biſhop, in the election of its repreſenta. 
tive; but as there was no formal complaint 
brought againſt him in the houſe of commons, 
the eſcaped thoſe canſequences which befel the 
biſhop of Worceſter in the reign of queen Ann, < 
for an attempt to prejudice the freeholders of 
that county againſt Sir John Packington, who 

Vor. A 9: ew, 


40 — 
was at that time a candidate to repreſent it in 
parliamem. Mr- Phillips, the preſent member, 


had, by the vote which he gave in favour of 
the repeal of the Teſt AQ, ſo much incenſed his 
lordſhip, as to induce him to write circular let- 
ters to the clergy, who had votes for the 
election of members of parliament, ſtating the 
imminent danger the charch would be reduced 


to by the repeal of this act, and requeſting that 


they would ſtrenuoufly exert themſelves in op- 
_ poling fach candidates as were friendly to this 


meaſure. Sir Wilhkam Manſel, who was the 


member for the county, and voted againſt the 
repcal, thought proper to deeline a conteſt at the 
laſt general eleQtion with ſo powerful an adver- 
ſary as the Honourable George Talbot Rice, of 
Dinevor; but he entertained hopes of ſucceſs 


with à greater degree of probability in the 


borough, when aſliſted with the abilities and 
advice of his ſpiritual guide and director. 
However, neither the threats nor intreaties of 
this great pillar of the church, were finally pro- 
dutctive of any good conſequences, as Sir W. 


Manſel declined the poll, and Mr. Phillips was | 


ahoſen without oppoſition. 
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"The, The following is a Cojy of the Letter written b the 
\ Biſhop upon that occafion. > 
Abergailly, Auguft 24, 1795s | 
Sir William Manſel has declared himſelf a 
candidate to repreſent the borough of Caermar- 
then in the next parliament; I cannot refrain from 
declaring that he has my heartieſt good wiſhes.— 
Mr. Phillips, the preſent member, has received 
the thanks of the Diſſenters, for the part he took 
in a late attempt to overthrow our excellent 
eccleſiaſtical conſtitution, by the repeal of the 
| Corporation and Teſt Acts; which, I will venture 
to pronounce, are as wiſe and ſalutary laws as 
any in dür code. By this it is eaſy to gueſs 
what part he is likely to take in any future at- 
tempt for that purpoſe.—1 truſt I ſhall not have 
5 the mortification to find a ſingle clergyman in 
my dioceſe, who will be fo falſe to his own cha- 
rafter and fame, and to his duty to the eſtab- 5 
liſhed church, as to give his vote to a man who 
has ventured to diſcover ſuch principles. 


F: am, Rev. 5 Sir, 
Your affefionate brother and ſervant, 


' SAMUEL Sr. DAVIDS. 


D da G 
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 Conronarron—lt is governed by a mayor, 

recorder, two ſheriffs, and twenty common. 
councilinen, out of which the mayor is choſen, 
who is ever after reputed an alderman. By 
charter of James I. it alſo conſiſts of a ſword- 
bearer. a 5 

Rrcur or xLECTION=—1727, 7 March. Is in 
the burgeſſes of the ſaid borough. 

Numzetr of vorzas—Near five hundred. 

Rzerunninc orrricexs—The ſheriffs. 

Parzox—J. G. Phillips, Eſq. : 


| CAERNARVON COUNTY. 


PotrTicat CyaractiR. 


Tux leading intereſt in this county is, like 


that of Angleſea, between the earl of Uxbridge 
and lord viſcoum Bulkeley ; but theſe noble- 
men having agreed not to oppoſe each other 


| zroul of this county to lord Bulkeley. 
Patrzox—Lord * 


CAERNARVON 


in their reſpeQtive counties, the influence of 
 Anglefea is left to lord Uxbridge, and the con- 


li 
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CAERN ARVON TOWN. 


POLITICAL CHAR acxzr—This borough ſends 
one member to parliament, in conjunction with 
the burgeſſes of Criccieth, Pwllely, Nevin, and 
Conway. The earl of Uxbridge has at preſent 
the leading intereſt, but it is by no means ſecure, 
like that of Beaumaris or Montgomery. iz 
Coxroration—Conſiſts of a mayor, who is 
by Patent created conſtable of the caſtle, one 
alderman, two bailiffs, a town-clerk, and two 
Terjeants at mace. | 
Richr or zLEorion—TIn the burgeſſes of 
Cacrnarrok, Criccieth, Pwllely, Nevin, and 


Conway. 
NUMBER OF vorkRS About ſeven mia: 


RETURNING OFFICERS—The mayor and bai- 
liffs. | Foo | 
Parson Ear of Uxbridge. 


DENBIGH COUNTY. 
Por irIcAI Cain nn 

Tux moſt prevailing intereſt in chis county 8 
that of Sir Watkin Williams Wynne, Bart. whoſe 


chief ſeat is at Ruabon, near Wrexham. Mr. 
D dg Middleton, 


go6s ' DENBIGH TOWN. 


Middleton, of Chirke Caſtle, whoſe anceſtors 


have repreſented it, at various times, fince it 
firſt ſent members to parliament, which was in 


the 25th year of the reign of Henry VIII. has 


the ſecond influence; but as the moſt perfect 
cordiality prevails between theſe families, the 
firſt takes the lead in the county, and the other 


in the town, without giving cauſe for oppoſition 


in cither. 
Parnon— Sir Watkin Williams Wynne, 


DENBIGH TOWN, 


Portricat CHARACTER—The member for 
this town is choſen by the burgeſſes of Denbigh, 
and its two contributory boroughs, Leon and 
Ruthen. The influence of which is entirely in 
Richard Middleton, Eſq. of Chirke Caſtle, whoſe 
anceſtors have repreſented ir, in various parlia- 
ments, from the 38d of my VIII. to the pre- 
ſent time. 

About the time of Henry III. Adam Saluſ- 
bury founded and endowed an abbey of black 
monks, of the BenediQine order; the preſent 
proprietor of the ruins of which is Sir Lynch 
Saluſbury Cotton. 

Conroa aro- By charter of incorporation 
— conſiſts of a mayor, two al- 


dermen, 


+ DENBICH TOWN. f 407 | 
dermen, a recorder, two bailiffs, twenty-three | 
burgeſſes, a town-clerk, and two ſerjeants at 
| mace. 8 5 | 
Reicht er ELECTION=—1743, 7 Feb. Is in the 
burgeſſes, inhabitants of the boroughs of Den- 
bigh, Ruthyn, and Holt, reſpeQively. _ | 
NumBER or vorzxs— About five hundred. 
RETURNING OFFicERs—The bailiffs. 
PATRON—R. Middleton, Eſq. 


FLINT COUNTY. 
| POLITICAL CHARACTER, 


Tuis county is independent in the exerciſe of 
| its political franchifes. The principal individual 
intereſt here is that of Sir Roger Moſtyn, Bart. 
its preſent repreſentative; but it is by no means 
ſufficient to dictate to the freeholders the perſon 
that ſhall repreſent them in parliament. 


FLINT TOWN. 


PoLtTICAL CHARACTER— This town, and its 
contributory boroughs, Caerwis, Overton, Rhyd- 
dlan, and Caergoerley, has a greater number of 
votes in the election of its repreſentative than 


any other in the county. The chief intereſt 
EET, D d 4 | which 


— 
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' which prevails here is Sir. Watkin Williams 


Wynne's, whoſe relation, Major Williams, of 
Penbedw, is the preſent member. | 
 Conroxation—Conſiſts of a mayor, whey is, 
— — and two 
bailiffs. 

Ricur or contin 21 May. 1 in 
the inhabitants of the borough of Flint, Rhyd- 


dMlan, Overton, Caerwis, Caergoerley, paying 


ſcot and lot. 

The inhabitants of Knolton and Overton, 
foreign, paying ſcot and lot in the pariſh of 
Overton, have a right to vate for the town of 
Nun of voTtER&—About one thouſand. 

ReruaxinG orricer—The mayor. 
_ Parzox—Sir Watkin Williams Wynne. 


GLAMORGANSHIRE. 


— 


Por tricat CHARACTER. 


T rms county has recently given us an example 


of its being independent of, and uninfluenced 


by, ariſtocratical controul. 
| The duke of Beaufort, carl of 8 earl. 
of Bute, and lord Vernon, men of different par- 


© canmters. x 409 
: ties and — in politics, united their ſeveral 
intereſts, and nominated the Honourable T. 


Windſor, brother to the earl of Plymouth, for 


their candidate to repreſent it in parliament. The 

independent freeholders vigorouſly oppoſed this 
formidable combination, which had for its obje& 
the dictation of a repreſentative ; and their ex- 
ertions, previous to the election, were fo effec- 
tual in favour of Thomas Wyndham, Efq. of 
Dunraven Caſtle, their own candidate, that cap- 
tain Windfor, although aſſiſted by ſo powerful 
an union, did'not think it convenient to ſtand the 
poll, and left his adverſary quietly to enjoy that 
honour, which the patriotiſm of his TT had 
| 1 juſtiy beſtowed on him. , | 


CARDIF F. 


= PoLITICAL CHARACTER—This town, in con- 

junction with Cowbridge, Swanſea, Lougher, 
Aberavon, Kenfigg, Neath, and Llantriſſent, ſends 
one member to parliament. The intereſt of the 
earl of Bute prevails principally in Cardiff and 
 Cowbridge; that of the duke of Beaufort, in 
Swanſea and Lougher; that of Thomas Manſell 
Talbot, Eſq. of Margam, in Aberavon and Ken- 
figg; and that of Sir Robert Mackworth, in 
Neath, Lord viſcount Mountſtuart ſon to the = 


” WW danse: 
carl of 9 the reprefentation of 


cheſe boroughs, upon the death of the late Sir 


Herbert Mackworth ; which is a plain indica. 
tion of the agreement of the above gentlemen, 


that u ſhall be confincd to one or other of their 


own families. 


Conron arion—The corporation is very an- 


_ cient, and conſiſts of a mayor, who, as chief ma- 
giltrate, is conſtable of the caſtle, twelve alder- 
men, two bailiffs, who are annually choſen from 


among the aldermen, and twelve common coun- 


Ricautr or £LEcTIon—Not only in the bur- 
gefſes of this place, but in the burgeſſes of Abe- 
ravon, Cowbridge, Kenfigg, Llantriffent, Lougher, 
Neath and Swanſea. . 

Numnztr or vortrs—About one 8 


Faraon Earl of Bute, 
_ . 


MERIONETHSHIRE, 


PoLitTicart CRAANAcrER, 


Sim Watkin Williams Wynne has the firſt in- 
tereſt in this county; but it is not deciſive in 


the election of its repreſentative, as was demon- 


ſtrated 


. :., ᷣͤ (ẽ:! . ⅛ÿ Ü 


* 
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firated at the laſt Vacancy, occaſioned by the : 


death of their old and reſpeQable member, Mr. 
Vaughan, of Corſygedol, when a gentleman of 
oppoſite attachments to thoſe of the Wynne 
family was choſen. | 
'There being no borough in this county adjudg- 
ed proper to be made choice of to nominate a 
burgeſs, when the principality was firſt imprivi- 


leged to fend members by alt of parliament, 


which was 27 Hen. VIII. proves that ſome 
regard was had at that time to the equality of 
repreſentation, and that care was taken not ta 


conſtitute a repreſentative body without conſti- 
tuents, as is too often the caſe in the preſent. 


times. It was therefore enaRed, that Haver- 
fordweſt, a large town in Pembrokeſhire, ſhould 
cle& a member to make up the deficiency. 


MONTGOMERY COUNTY. 


PoLITIcAL CHARACTER. 


Tre earl of Powis has been conſidered as 


poſſeſſing the firſt intereſt in this county. Mr. 


Owen, the preſent member, ſucceeded upon it 


on his firſt election; but Sir Watkin Williams 


» 


Wynne, having now united his influence with 


that 


„ MONTGOMERY TOWN. 

| chan of Mr. Owen, we underſtand that gentleman 
cam now fecure his ſeat, in oppoſition to lord 
| Powis. I ; : 7 5 . 
MONTGOMERY TOWN. 
PoLtTiICAi CHARACTER— This town, like all 
we others in Wales which were imprivileged to 

tend members to parliament, had its contributory 
boroughs, who participated in the invaluable 
right of cleQtion, until the year 1728, when one 
of thoſe refolutions of the houſe, which has ſwept 
away the conſtituents of moſt of the Engliſh 
boroughs, extending the disfranchiſing arm of 
euthority to thoſe of Lianidlos, Llanvilling,-and 


cient privileges, and the right declared to be in 
the burgeſſes of Montgomery only. The number 
of electors are now not more than eighty ; con- 
ſequently the independence of its parliamentary 
character is at an end, and the borough, like that 
of Beaumaris, is entirely at the diſpoſal of a 
patron, the whole borough being the private 
property of lord Powis. | 
Conroxariou—Conſfiſts of two bailiffs, and 
twelve burgeſſes or common-councilmen. 
Ricur or ELECTION—1728, 16 Apr. Is in 


of the — ſhire-town only. 


Welchpool, which are now ſiripped of their an- 


F formerly 


co 
un! 
for 


the 


the 
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Formerly the boroughs of Llanidlos, Llanvil- 
ling, and Welchpool, Joined in the election; but 
theſe outlying ade oy are now excluded by 
the reſolution of 1728. 
NUMBER OF vorexs—Eighty. | 
ReETurNING OFFICERS—The bailiffs. 
Parxon— The earl of Powis. 


PEMBROKE COUNTY. 
1 CHARACTER, 8 


Tux thetheldees of this county have, upon 
many occaſions, ſhewn a ſpirit of independence. 
If any influence can be ſaid to exiſt here, it is 
that of the Owen family, of Orielton, in this 
county; but this -partiality ariſes, not ſo much 
from the extent of their ꝓroperty, as from their 
invariable attachment to the cauſe of liberty. 
In 1780, lord Milford and lord Kenſington 
united their intereſt; the former of whom then 
became a candidate for the repreſentation of the 
county. The independent party viewed this 
union with a jealbus eye, and conceived it formed 
for the purpoſe of depriving them virtually of 
their rights as elettors; they therefore exerted 


temlctyes with redoubled vigour, in ſupport of 
their 


Py PENBROKE ui . 
their favourite candidate Sir Hugh Owen, who 
was finally fucceſsful by a great majority, 
PEMBROKE TOWN. 


PoLtTicat CHaracret— This town has for 


fome years been under the ' influence of the 
Owen family. The burgeſfes of this place, in 
conjunQion with thoſe of Wiſton and Tenby, 
den the member. There is no ſpecial reſolu- 
tion of the Houfe of Commons, reſpeQing the 
right of the vurgalies of Tenby, but with reſpe& 
to thoſe of Wiſton it has been reſolved, That 


the mayor and burgeſſes of the ancient borough 


of Wiſton, in the county of Pembroke, have a 
right to vote in the election for the borough of 
Pembroke. 


Conroxation—It is vn by a mw 


two bailiffs, and burgeſſes. 
RieuT or ELECTION=—1711, 1712, 23 Feb. 
That the mayor and burgeſſes of the ancient 
_ "borough of Wiſton, in the county of Pembroke, 
have a right to vote in the election for the bo- 
rough of Pembroke. 
Nunzzz or vorzu- Five "XPS" 
ReTunxxincG orricer—The mayor. 


Parzon—H. Barlow, Eſq. 


HAVER- 


rece 


= 


r CE - 


' HAVERFORDWEST. 


Poirticar ctandcrahThis place, whick 85 
was made a county of itſelf, firſt by charter of 
Edward IV. afterwards by Henry VIII. and 
laſtly by James I. is under the influence of lord 
Milford, of Picton Caſtle. A compromiſe has 
ſome time ago taken place between this noble- 


man and lord Kenſington, when it was agreed 
between them, that the latter ſhould, upon his 
ſupporting invariably the intereſt of the former 


in the county of Pembroke, be quietly put into 
the poſſeſſion of a ſeat for this'town. 
CorroRaTion—Conſiſts of a mayor, ſheriff, 


two bailiffs, and 3 common coun- 


„ 


eilmen. : 
Rictr or ELECTION=—17 14, 4 a Piy The 
proceeding of the mayor and common- council, 


of the town of Haverfordweſt, in making bur- 
geſſes without the conſent of the commonalty, 


was illegal, and contrary to the rights of the ſaid 


town; and that the burgeſſes ſo pretended to 


be made, have not thereby acquired any 5 * | 


voting in any future elections. 


[Agreed to he in the freeholders, at 
and inhabitants, 9 . and lot, and not 


receiving alm. 


NUMBER 


416 HAVERFORDWEST. | 
| Nonnnn or voTers—About five hundred, 
RzTunninc orricex—The mayor. 


 RADNOR COUNTY. 
"PER Porrrical CHARACTER, 
Tux imterett of this county centers entirely ir 
the carl of Oxford. No political occurrence 
Has happened to extend our 3 beyond 


that circumſtance. 
PaTzox—Earl of Oxford. 

RADNOR TOWN. _ 

| PottTiCcat CHARACTER— This town has been 
 JalyeR to various conteſts on the right of elec- 
tion. The queſtion at iſſue has been, whether the 
word Burgeſſes meant ſuch as were reſident with- 
inthe boroughs of New Radnor, Ryader, Knigh- 
ton, Knucklas, and Revenlice, only, or whether it 
extended to thoſe who did not reſitle within:the 
faid boroughs. Three petitions: have been pre- 
ſented to the houſe fince the (paſſing of the 
Grenville AQ, which have all originated in'this 


pute. The firſt was, that of Edward Lewes, 


Eſq. * 1774, againſt the 


election 


FVV 


* 
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elefion. of John Lewes, Eſq. who. had: 5 re- 
turned by the reſident burgeſſes, which was de- 


termined on the 27th of January, 1775, in favour 
of the petitioner. The ſecond was. in conſe. 
quence of a double return of both theſe gentle- 


men, at the enſuing general election in 1780; 
which, on the giſt of January 1781, was likewiſe 


determined in favour of the non-reſident bur- 


geſſes; and the third, aroſe out of a conteſt 
at the laſt general election in 1790, when. the 
earl of Oxford, who is patron of this borough, 


thought proper to withdraw his countenance 
from Mr. Edward Lewes, the late member, 
and to ſupport his relation, David Murray, 


Eſq. | Mr. | Lewes, who had- before EXP eri- 


enced the influence of his lordſhip's. patronage, 

and had twice ſucceeded by petition, on the 

claim of the non-reſident burgeſſes, now. became 

a candidate on that of the reſident ones; when 

the numbers upon the poll were, 
For David Murray, Eſa. - 609 
Edward Lewes, Elq. - - 313 


Mr. Murray was accordingly returned, and Mr. 


Lewes became a petitioner upon the ſame claim 
of right which he had formerly oppoſed, and 
againſt which he had twice ſucceeded by peti- 


Vor- Il, 5 tion. 
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tion. This petition was determined in favour 
of the fitting member. 

Coxronation—Conſiſts of a — and twen- 
ty- ve burgeſſes. 

Ricur or III — 1690, 12 Nov. Is in 

the burgeſſes of Radnor, Ryader, Ros, 

Knucklas, and Kevenlicl only. 

1769, 7 March. The ſeveral perſons, though 
they had no other claim to be burgeſſes of the 
boroughs of Ryader and Knucklas, than by vir- 

tue only of a preſentment made in the pretended 
court leet, holden under the authority of certain 
letters patent, which appear not to have been 

_ enrolled within the time exprefsly required by 

the ſaid letters patent, in order to the validity 

thereof, ought not to have been admitted as 
legal voters at the laſt eleQion. 
Nunn or vorkxs— About one thouſand, 
Rervanixc orricex—The bailiff, col 
Parzox—Eart of Oxford. NE; of 


IISTORT 


LY 


HISTORY 
7 oF THE 
| COUNTIES AND ROYAL BURGHS 


SCOTLAND. 


LEE  INTRODUCTI ION. 


Tar EEE TIT of the 8 of Scot- 


land, which according to the eſtimate of Sir 


John Sinclair, contains one million ſeven hun- 


dred thouſand inhabitants, is confined to the 


tenants of the crown in the ſeveral counties, to a 
corporation of thirty three individuals in the city 
of Edinburgh, and to fixty-five delegates from 
the ſame number of ſelf- elected * of 


the royal burghs of Scotland. - © © 


The whole number of eleQors, in ſome of the 


ſhires, does not exceed five, and the whole con- 
ſtituent body of thirty-three counties, is no 


more than one thouſand three hunded and ſixty- 
eight, a number greatly inferior to that of the 


Ee a2 freeholders 
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' frecholders in the ſmalleſt county of England; 
while the number of repreſentatives is only one 


more than is furniſhed from the rotten gs 


of Cornwall. 

We ſhall forbear to make any comment, 
where the external evidence of defeQtive repre- 
ſentation is ſo glaring as to ſet at defiance all 
fophiſtry, and impreſs .conviQtion on the unpre- 


judiced part of mankind. Where the repre- 


| Cemted part of the community does not amount 
to a hundred in a hundred thouſand, and where 
property, held in tenure from the crown, and 
corporate bodies deriving exclufive privileges 


from accident and enge can oe: u e 


the tights of freemen. 
. To give the reader a ee view r 


what is called the repreſentative ſyſtem of Scot- 


land, we have extrafied the report of the com- 
mittee of the Friends of the People; aſſociated 
For the purpoſe of obtaining A REFORM OF 


PARLIAMENT; where, to uſe their own | 


words, an unembelliſhed detail of facts muſt 
be refuted before it can be ſhaken,“ and cannot 
fail to convince where intereft « or ae has 

. N 22 


Report 
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Report, of . the nies of 10 the. Fiel wy _ 
People, affociated for the Purpoſe of obtaining a 
| Reform of Parliament, appointed to examine into 
the State of the Repreſentation of Scotland. 


Before your committee proceeds to the conſi- 


deration of the important objects to which they - 


conceive. you chiefly- intended to direct their 
attention, it may not be improper to mention a 
ſort of repreſentation which is peculiar to North 
Britain; which has an irreſiſtible tendency to 
give to the crown an undue influence in the 
houſe of lords, and which, by, a more filent but 
not leſs effeQual operation, contributes equally 
to the ſame end i in the other houſe of par- 
liament. I 

At the union of the two (EA ITY in the begin- 
ning of this century, the peers of Scotland ſurren- 


dered their hereditary right to ſeats inparliament; 


and were limited to an elettive repreſentation by 


ſixteen of their number. It is not the intention 
of your committee to enter at large into the hiſtory 
of their elections; it is ſufficient to tate, that, 
it is univerſally known, that ever ſince the union, 
they have been conſiderably influenced by the 
miniſters of the crown; which fpecies. of pa- 

1 5 %%% ͤ 


5 * 25 4 A 
2 - — 8 ff LY 
Nett Fa NT'Þ YO ues 


2 IP * 
* 1. 
* 1 
of 1 * 
FL 


r 


F, (40 


Me ace, 
U 


. 

- 2 2 
ö 3 
- * 

V's 
V2. 

— - 
2 
I 5 
9 
3 

"= 
2 K-74 } 
— a 
. F4 
—- > 23 IS 
- 20 - 
2 — 

- 12 = i 3 
* > - 5 
— 4 
1 

. #24 
. = 4 * 
SS 1 4 7 
„ — 
* » 
* 
* > * * 
1 
- + 
"74388 
a 2 
22 * 
> 5. 
TI 
__ 
- 
» 
2 «2 
3 
r 
11 „ 
8 
3 i 2 
1 
* 
1 
1 
— 4 
„* . 
ih * 
: + 1 
. * 
4 . 
= 
. ; 
4 - 
F* - 
2 


& ** _ 
. 


_— 
me #1 yr 
r N 7997 + 
— —— 


#3, „ 


. - 
CCS HY 
1 
n 


* — 


422 | INTRODUCTION TO 


tronage has given them an undue preponderance 
in the popular branch of the legiſlature, by 
means which will be afterwards explained. 

Your committee having thus ſlightly touched 
on the ſtate of the Scottiſh peerage, and only as 
| it has a reference to their immediate objeR; 
they will now endeavour to fulfil their duty, by 
preſenting to the ſociety a true and impartial 
account of the repreſentation of the people of 
Scotland in the houſe of commons. 

They will firſt eſtabliſh, as they think incon- 

trovertibly, | | | 
1. That the conſtitution of the Scottiſh parlia- 
ment was originally popular and free. 
2. That many laws, which have been enatted for 

the regulation of elections, bear evident marks 


of the combined efforts of the crown, and the 


| ariſtocracy, to narrow the rights of election. 

g. That each of theſe laws deprived the people of 
ſome right formerly enjoyed and exerciſed. 

4. That by various fictions of law, contrary to 
the ſpirit of the Britiſh conſtitution, the right 


of dleflion of members to ſerve in par- 


liament has been transferred from thoſe to 
whom it juſtly and naturally belonged, to 
others who had no right whatſoever. 


148 


* 


10 
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8. That theſe grievances baye been 9 and 


ſeverely felt by the people; that Rey have 
been often complained of; and that various 
ſtatutes for their remedy have been vainly 
enadted and ſucceſsfully eluded. 


6. That the ſyſtem of repreſentation i in Scotland 


is now ſo confined and defeQive, that it has 
become a mere mockery upon the name 


or idea. 


Although the counties, cities, and burghs, 


labour under the ſame conſtitutional grievance, 


and ſuffer equally from the gradual deteriora- 


tion of their ancient condition, -it will be neceſ- 


ſary to conſider their hiſtory ſeparately, on 


account of the different modes in which their 
rights haye been circumſcribed, uſurped, or 


deſtroyed. 


COUNTIES, 


By the conſtitution of Scotland, the 9 
ment being the King's Court Baron, or Cuira 
Regis, he could ſummon all his immediate 
tenants to attend him there. In theſe remote 
times, ſervice in parliament was not conſidered 
as a profitable privilege, but as a burdenſome 
duty: and, in the beginning of the fifteenth 

E e 4 Century 
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century, be ſyſtem of reprefentation was intro 
duced for the eaſe and. benefit of the vaſſals or 
tenants. Yet, until near the end of the fixteenth 
century, every frecholder or tenant of the crown 
was entitled to vote at elections, however ſmall 
his property might be, which ſufficiently proves 
the ancient popularity and freedom of the 
In the reign of James the ſixth of Scotland, 
and firſt of England, (a monarch who was not 
diſtinguiſhed by too great an attachment to the 
liberty of mankind) the right of voting was firſt | 
reſtricted to freeholders poſſeſſing lands of forty 
ſhillings of what was called Old Extent;” that 
is, of lands which were ſo rated in the ceſs 
or county books about the end of the thirteenth 
or beginning of the fourteenth century. Your 
committee wiſh you to obſerve, that this was a 
great and fatal blow to popular eleQion; for 
though forty ſhillings was made, as in England, 
the nominal ſtandard of a vote, yet, by carrying 
it back to a rate or valuation made three hun- 
dred years before, the value of money having 
confiderably fallen, the extent of the qualifica- 
tion required was very much raiſed. —And this 
circumſtance points out the efficient cauſe of 
the enormous ciference which ſubſiſts between 
England 


— 


1660 noxovens, &c. 425 


England and Scotland with regard to the free- 
dom and popularity of election in the counties. 
In England the qualification has been allowed 
to keep pace with the decrealing value of money, 
and has therefore been extended to greater 
numbers of eleftors. In Scotland, by the li- 
mitations to the rates and valuations of very 
remote periods, the right of voting has been 
confined to the poſſeſſors of very conſiderable 
eſtates, and ke" number of elektors bas been 
very much diminiſhed. f 

- Had the Scottiſh kings and nobles Spade at 
this point, the evil might have been endured: 
but they proceeded vigorouſly in their career of 
encroachment. In the reign of Charles che 
Tecond it was enatted, that where the right of 
voting on an old forty ſhillings land could not 
be proved, which had become difficult, then, to 
be enabled to vote, it ſhould be neceſſary to be 
infeft in, or ſeized of an eſtate, valued in the 
Tame reign at 400l. Scots annual rent. It is 
proper here to mention, that at this day, by the 
neareſt average which can be made over the 
whole kingdom, the rent of thoſe lands, which 
are valued at forty ſhillings « Old Extent,” is 
from 70l. to 130l. ſterling; and the rent of 


the lands valued in the reign of Charles the 
ſecond 
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ſecond at gool. Scots, is now about 400l. Ker. 
ling, fo that this king more than tripled the 
_ qualification required of the greateſt part of the 
kingdom, by ſubſtituting lands, worth 4ool. in- 
Read of thoſe worth 100 or 130l. 

Even this infringement was not thought 
enough; under George the ſecond the mode of 
proving the exiſtence of thoſe old forty ſhilling 
votes, were rendered more difficult, by details 
with which your committee will not trouble 
you; they will only ſtate, that by theſe regula- 
tions many of thoſe votes have diſappeared, and 
that very few of them now remain. 

- Hitherto your committee have 8 
themſclves to the ſtatement of thoſe evils which 
ariſe from the magnitude of the qualifications 
required in eleQrs, and their conſequent pau- 
city : they have yet ſuppoſed that this precious 
right is exerciſed only by the real proprietors of 
the foil, under certain grievous and improper 
limitations; but they are now to deſcribe miſ- 
chicks of another nature, which have been ſuf- 
fered to grow up, which have been fondly 


foſtered in the boſom of kingly and ariſtocratic 


power; and which have totally perverted and 
completely. overturned the real repreſentation of 


By 


SCOTCH BOROUGHS, &c. 427 
By the act of Charles II. 1681, the foundation 


Was laid for the intolerable abuſes: which now 
exiſt, and which certainly. were never contempla- 


ted or foreſeen by that parliament. It was then 
enaQted, that the right of voting ſhould be in 
perſons publickly infeft in property or ſuperiority 
of lands of forty ſhillings old extent, or C. 400 
Seots valued rent; thus making the diſtinction, 
and drawing the line, between property and ſupe- 
riority. It is neceſſary to explain this term of 
ſuperiority, becauſe from an abuſe of it, the prin- 
cipal grievances in the elections for ane 
the ſhire in Scotland have ariſen. 

The feudal law ſuppoſes the king to be 8 
ſole proprietor of all the lands in the kingdom: : 
from him his vaſſals hold by charter; in like 
manner his vaſſals may grant lands to be held 
from them by charter: theſe ſub-vaſſals may 
repeat the ſame operation ad infinitum ; but the 
original or immediate vaſſal of the king has the 


ſole right of voting or being elected to ſerve in 


parliament. From this ſyſtem the . 
conſequences have flowed: 


I. - Proprietors of eſtates, of whatſoever value, 


who hold from a ſubjeR, are not entitled to vote 
or to be elected. It is computed, that in ſeveral 
counties nearly one half of the lands are held in 
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this manner from ſubjeQs ſuperior : over the 
whole kingdom it is believed that one fifth of the 
lands are ſo held; therefore the proprietors of 
one fifth of the landed property, as far as that 
property operates, are deprived of any voice in 
the chooſing their repreſentatives. 

II. In this claſs of landholders, ſo excluded 
from this invaluable franchiſe, are men of eſtates, 
worth from C. goo to C. 2000 per annum; but 
what is more to be lamented, it comprehends the 
beſt and moſt virtuous parts of the community, 
namely, the middling and ſmaller gentry, and the 
— ers Dd. 
rited or acquired ſome landed property. 

III. Many perſons without the ſmalleſt intereſt 
in the land poſſeſs the right of voting and of 
being elected. 

IV. It is a principle in the conſtitution, that 
no man ſhall have more than one vote in the 
fame county in his own perſon; and it is another 
principle, that no peer of the realm ſhall have 
any vote at all in the eleQtion of members to 
ferve in the houſe of commons. | 

| By an ingenious device of the lawyers, theſe 
two fundamental principles have been eluded: 
When a perſon of great property wiſhes to mul- 
— anne to the 


Crown yz; 


* 
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crown; be appoints a, number of confidential 


friends, to whom the crown parcels out his 


eſtate, in lots of C. 400 Scots valued rent; hen 
he takes charters from theſe friends for the real 
property; thus leaving them apparently the im- 
mediate tenants of the crown, and conſequently 

all entitled to vote or to be elected. This ope- 


ration is equally open to peers and great com- 


moners, who have availed themſelves of it 
accordingly; the peers thus acquiring an influ. 


ence, from which they are excluded by che ſpirit 
and forms of the conſtitution; and the great 
commoners extending and multiplyi ng a right in 


an undue and fraudulent manner thereby de- 


preciating or extinguiſhing the franchiſes of the 


ſmaller proprietors, with great and manifeſt. Bute ; 


judice to the general liberty of the country. 
_ * This legal fraud began trays 
been chiefly praftifed during the prefent reign; 
it therefore derives no ſhelterror ſanction from 
cuſtom, which the folly of men allows to cover a 


multitude of glaring abuſes. Vour committee 


| will not dwell on the various modes by which it 
bas been performed : they will briefly ſtate; that 


the: common methods have been by :life-rent; - 


charters, charters on wadſet or mortgage, and 
charters i in tee. Ber le oo liens) wnoY; 
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| The legiſlature has not been blind to theſe 
miſchievous innovations; nor has it been inac- 
tive in endeavouring to reſiſt and prevent them. 
St has admitted, that theſe deluſive ſurrenders of 
charters, and conſequent creations of nominal 
and fictitious votes, are fraudulent in fact and 
principle; and it has been decreed, that where- 


ever they can be detected, they ſhall be illegal 


and void. Several laws have been paſſed for the 
prevention of ſuch proceedings, and for the 
deteRtion of ſuch crimes. Oaths have been 
enaQted to be taken by freeholders claiming to 
poll at eleſtions, couched in the ſtrongeſt terms, 
and providing as many guards as the zeal and 
wiſdom of the legiſlature could invent; but all 


theſe precautions have been conſtantly defeated 


by the ingenuity of the learned profeſſion, who 
have always ſucceeded in finding ſalvos for weak 


ters, nay clergymen, have been induced by 
_ Fubtile explanations, and the niceſt verbal ſub- 
eerfuges, to take theſe oaths, contrary to the 


evident intendment of the legiſlature, contrary 

to the received meaning and uſage of our lan- 

gone” in defiance of the n ſenſe of 
Your committee refer you to the afts, 55 


Anne, 


conſtiences. Gentlemen of the faireſt charac- 


n © Og COME OEOTT00-y ay 7, 1 


$corex Bon HG, Ec. 435 
Rude cap. 6. and 7; Geo. II. cap. 18, not only 


for the terms of the oaths, but for the en and 


EY of the laws. 

The court of ſeſſion in Scotland have been 
_ remarkably unfortunate in their endeavours to 
give effe& to theſe laws. Being compoſed of 
fifteen judges, and the ſentences being decided 
by the majority actually prefent, it has neceſſa- 
rily happened, that from the diverſity of opinions 
naturally incident to mankind, the deciſions of 


the court have frequently varied, according to 


the abſence or attendance of the ſeveral lords; 
and the ſame points at iſſue have often undergone 


very different and oppoſite determinations. ' Nor 
has the ſituation of the ſubje@ been much 


bettered by the appeal to the houſe of peers; 
for very contrary ſyſtems concerning theſe elec- 


tion laws have been maintained and carried into 


effect by the higheſt authorities in that final 


judicature. What was law one day, and under 


the direction of one judge, was not law another 
day, and under another judge: and thus, fron 


the double uncertainty of the manner in which 


the majorities on the Scottiſh bench might de- 
cide, and of the varying opinions of the high 
legal charaQers in England, men have had no 
ſecurity, and have been doomed to ſuffer incertum 


5” 4 , 


el 
1 
- 
x 
* 
* 
2 


3 
* £4 . 
4+ ** 
= > 
- . 45 
E 135 
+2 fo 
Ga. 
$5 
, 0 
#5 
q | 4 
y * 
S . x7 3.50 
+ - 
. 


4 
8 


As 


Rr 


44 
9 * 


—— 
e 


wk 


4 bY” 


1 Le” 


mg 


- 


a. 4 7 * 14 e 
r Boo bowed 
= og Sn 
- 8 Le 4 * = 
Bn” 2 * = 
223 — * oc 


5 


2 


" * L 2 re 
on 1 Fr 1 v 
5 een 214 
1 


[DOE — 


* 


432 _ INTRODUCTION 10 


Ins, ſumma B It may not 5 wrong to 
Kate, that not leſs than fix hundred law-ſuits 


have taken place within theſe twenty years: on 
this ſubjeR of county elections; which, with the 
the attendant legal operations, have colt above a 
The parliamentary repreſentation of the coun- 
ties in Scotland has therefore, according to the 
expreſſion of a noble lord high in the law, 
* completely. flid from its baſis.” Much undue 
influence has been acquired by the crown, the 
nobjlity, and: the great proprictors; the laws 
have been cluded and perverted; the number 
of clectors has been greatly diminiſhed ; and the 
conſtitutional rights of the ſubje@ have been 
invaded, uſurped, or annihilated. 

By table No. I. which is annexed, 1 will be 
ſeen, bet, i in zo of the counties, there are only 
three real voters in each; in feven, not more 
than ten: in all of them reſpeRiyely very few. 
The total number of real voters in the whole is 
2,390. Total of falſe, nominal, and fiQtitious 
voters 1,201: and thirty-three counties return 
only thirty members, fix having only the right 
of ſending a member to every ſecond parliament. 


CITIES 


$cotcu BOROUCHS; &c. + 


CITIES AND BURGHS: 

By the ancient and original conſtitution of the 
cities and burghs, the magiſtrates and town 
councils were choſen by the reſident burgeſſes and 
proprietors of houſes and lands: this, however, 
was a ſtate of freedom too incompatible with 
the proud and narrow views of the kings and 
nobility, who conſtantly in hoſtility with each 
other, agreed in nothing but in degrading and 
oppreſſing the people. By an act paſſed in 1469, 
the town councils were inveſted with the power 
of elefting their ſucceſſors ; and, in 1474, it was 
ordained that four perſons of the old ſhould be 
annually choſen into the new town councils. 
By theſe laws, as far as they were effectual, the 
| burgeſſes and inhabitants at large were disfran- 
chiſed; they had no longer any controul over 
their magiſtrates ; and the corporations became 
ſelf- elected juntos, totally ſeparated in intereſts 
from their former conftituents and ſellow citi- 
zens. * 

Every city or burgh- had certain ies in 
land, houſes, fiſheries, port duties, and other 
valuable ſorts of property; the revenue ariſing 
from which was by their original charters and 
8 ©, ME” conſtitutions 
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conſtitutions deſtined to be applied for the 
benefit of their communities ; but as ſoon as the 
magiſtrates and councils acquired the power of 
defting themſelves in perpetuity, they adminiſ- 
tered, embezzled, and dilapidated theſe eſtates 
_ at their pleaſure. 


This ſubjeti is now before —— ; _ a 
great body of evidence has been compiled, 
which will ſoon be publiſhed, and which will 
throw very great light on the antient ſtate of the 
Scottiſh burghs. Your Committee, however, 
| have thought proper to mention it as one great 
branch of the encroachment on former rights. 

It is abſolutely neceffary to ftate, that theſe 
unjuſt acts of 1469 and 1474 have been ſo de- 
teſted by the people, and ſo much reſiſted in 
practice, that they have never been completely 
executed in any one place: in many of the 
burghs the burgeſſes continued for a long period 
to elett their own magiſtrates, and ſeveral char- 
ters have been granted as low down as the end 
of the laſt century, conferring the right of elec- 
tion on the burgeſſes. Theſe acts, then, on 
which the preſent ſyſtem is founded, have not 
the ſanction derived from the ſubmiſſion, con- 
ent, or reverence of the people: and their 


I 
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repeal would not be an innovation, but a reſto- 
ration of antient rights and privileges. 


If the cities and burghs had ſuffered in their 
common property only, by theſe tyrannical laws, 


they would have been comparatively fortunate ; 


but as their repreſentatives in parliament were 


to be choſen by the magiſtrates and councils, 


when they loſt the right of eledting them, they 
loſt all ſhare in the choice of their legiſlators ; 
and, in this unhappy N they find them- 


ſelves at this day. 


At the union, Edinburgh, being the capital, 


alone retained its right of ſending one member 


to parliament : all the other towns were thrown - 
into diſtridts of fours and fives, each diſtri& 


being allowed to- ſend one member. —This in- 


- duced a regulation, which ſtill more ſenſibly 


wounded the freedom of election. By it, every 
burgh now eleQs a delegate; theſe delegates 
meet by rotation. at each of the towns to ele& 
the repreſentative. The place where they meet 


is called the preſiding burgh for that election, 


and its delegate has a caſting vote in caſe of an 
equality of voices. The burghs have no con- 
troul on their delegates ; they mult truſt entirely 
to honour for the return of the perſon by whom 
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436  1xXTRODUCTION ro | 
they wiſh to be repreſented: and there have 
been inſtances where the delegates have cor. 
ruptly betrayed their truſt, and have acted con- 
trary to the defire and expeRation of their 

Another evil, deeply felt by the great com- 
mercial towns, is their being claſſed with inſig- 
nificant and obſcure burghs: among many 
inſtances of this it will be ſufficient to mention 
Glaſgow, which is known to be one of the moſt 
opulent trading cities of Great Britain. Its 
number of inhabitants exceeds 60,000; its dele- 
gate is choſen by thirty-two perſons, who are 
ſelf- elected; and this delegate has only one 
voice of four in the choice of a member of par- 
_ Hament, in common with the delegates of three 
little towns, the inhabitants of which are not 
more than 2000. 

By table No. II. it appears that of the fifteen 
members for the cities and burghs, one for 
Edinburgh is choſen by thirty-three perſons; 
the other fourteen by 65 delegates, who are 
elected 1220 perſons. | 


The inhabitants of Scotland are ſuppoſed to 
be near two millions; their repreſentatives arc 
choſen by 2643. Scotland ſends forty-five 
| | members, 


77 ©7. 8OEen BOROUGHS, 8 437 
members; a ſingle county in England, 3 
Cornwall, ſends forty-four. 

Your committee will now conclude: they 
have endeavoured to be as brief as poſſible, and 
to confine themſelves ſtrialy to the moſt material 


facts. Volumes might have been written on the 


matter which preſented itſelf to their obſerva- 


tion: but. they hope with deference to the judg- 
ment of the ſociety, that they have more truly 
executed the taſk which they undertook, by 


compreſſing than by expanding the ſubjeQ. 
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TABLE, &c. of Number of EleQtors in the Coun. 


os 
5 Real and Valued rent of esch 
Real, Nom. Nominal, Shire of Scotland, 
| Scots money. 
Aberdeen . — — 82 96 258 235,665 8 11 
„ N „ 0 6-8 149,595 10 © 
3 Ayr 1 + 86 119 220 191,605 © 7 
4 Banff = - »- 19 103 108 79,00 © © 
$ * - - 66 87 150 178,365 7: 3 
Dumbarton +, © 0 mn Wo 33,327 19 © 
7 | | „„ 237,941 3 
$ Edin or Mid Lothian oz uo 191,054 3 
v Fife » - - 333 .32 188 362,584 7 
| - 24 92 171,519 15 
19 96 168,878 5 1 
83 103 73,188 9 
S 26 74,921 1 © 
72 155 114,571 19 3 
69 148 about 160,000 © © 
18 64 74,931 19 2 
JI; FF 65,603 © 5 
21 40 56,881 9 1 
3 51,937 13 10 
19 145 about 335,000 © © 
82 128 68,076 15 2 
33 72 755040 10 3 
49 Br 325,894 14 6 
13 40 80,307 15 6 
30 59 108,518 8 9 
8 26,193 9 9 
3+ $3 65,338 7 8 
Art the laſt dect ien the Shires 
of Caithneſs,  Kinrofs, and 
ry, returned a Mem- 
ber to Parliament. At the be 
next elefton the Shires of 
Bure, Clackmannan, and 
Nairn, will return a Mem- 
ber to Parliament; chat is, 
with 
wo ut 22 37,256 2 19 
1 12,897 2 8 
„„ 20,192 11 2 
1390 1201 2588 3,815,857 11 8 
3 15,022 13 8 
. 26,482 10 10 
„ 0 15,162 10 11 
1404 1235 2636 
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TABLE of the Number of Eleftors in the Royal Burghs. 
| No. IE | - 


Number of Town- - Number of De- 


Number of Town- Number of De- 
Council, who chooſe legates ineach Council, who chooſe _ legatesineach 
each one Delegate. diſtritt who | each one Delegate, diſtrict who 
YEN chooſe the Chooſe the 
"Member of | Member of 
| ; Parliament. . * Parliament. 
I. Edinburgh, City 33 IX. Stirling = 21 
II. Dinwall — 15 Inverkeithing 15 
Dornock 15 Dumfermline 26 5 
WIR -- 1&8 Culroſs — 19 
Kirkwall -23] - Queensferry— a1 
Tann - 17 X. Rutherglen - 191 
III. Fortroſe - 15 Glaſgow 32 
Inverneſs + 21 : Renfrew . 21 4 
Nairn 19 * Dumbarton 15 
| Forres — EI. Jedburgh 25 
IV. Elgin 171 Dunbar - 204 | 
Banff 17 North Berwick 12 > 6 
Cullen - 26 5 Lauder — 171 : 
K intore — | Haddington = 254 - 
Inverarie 9 XII. Peebles 2 17 | 
V. Aberdeen 19 Linlithgow 2514 
Montroſe +» 21 | Selkirk 33 ® 
Brechin 13 5 Lanerk > x 
Aberbrothock 19 | XIII. Dumfries 25 
Inverbervie 1 5 | Kirkcudbri 17 
VI. Perth < 26 )( 5 
Dundee — 29 Lochmaben „ 
St. Andrews 29 5 Sanquehar .=- 177 
upar _ | XIV. Whithorn 191 
Forfar — 19 New Galloway 20 | 
VII. 1 85 — 21 | 2 5 
Kilrenny = 13 . igton 187 
Anſtruther, W. 15 5 XV. Irwine - wy 
Anſtruther, E. 19 Rothſay — 19 
Pittenweem 24 Inverary 13 8 
VIII. Kinghorn < 221 Cambelltowu 17 
Dyſart — 24 Ayr = 17 
Kirkaldy - 21 + 6 
Burntiſland 22 1220 - 65 


In Edinburgh 33 perſons ele& one Member of Parliament. In each of the 


other 14 diſtricts, the reſpective Town Councils nominate one Delegate each, 


and by the majority of thoſe Delegates in each diſtrict, the Member of Parlia- 


ment is elected. 
Thus in Edinburgh 


In the other Diſtricts, 1220 


8 33 perſons elect 8 
chooſe - 


65 perſons who cleft 14 Members. 


* 


80 that ultimately in the Burghs 98 perſons elet - 15 Members. 
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"EMSRS 
OD 
COUNTIES OF SCOTLAND, ' 
| | INCLUDING | | 
REAL AND NOMINAL VOTES, 


AT THE LAST GENERAL ELECTION, IN 1790. 


ABERDEENSHIRE. 


Or the roll being made up, at a meeting 
which was held at Aberdeen the 21ſt of July, 
2796, for the eleftion of a member to ſerve this 
county in parliament, the number of freeholders, 
in whom the right of election is veſted, appear- 
ed to be one hundred and fifty-eight; when 
James Ferguſon, Eſq. of TI was unani- 
mouſſy eleted. | 

Parzox—Duke of Gordon. 


 ARGYLESHIRE, | 


Ar the meeting held at Inverary the 19th of 
July, 1790, for the purpoſe of electing a member 
to repreſent this county in parliament, the num- 
ber oi voters, as appeared by the roll, was forty- 

three; 


' $SCOTCH COUNTIES, | 441 5 


three; when lord Frederick Campbell was una- 
nimouſly elected. 5 
r of Argyle. : 


AYRSHIRE. 


Ar a mecting of erben held at Ayr the 
19th of July, 1790, for the election of a member 


to ſerve this county in parliament, the number 


of eleQors appeared to be two hundred and 


twenty; when Sir Adam Ferguſſon, of Kilker< 
ron, Bart. was unanimouſly elected. 
'Parxon—Earl of Eglintoun. : 


Ss BAMFFSHIRE. 


Ar a meeting of freeholders, which was held 


at Bamff the 2d of July, 1790, for the election 
of a member to repreſent this county in parlia- 
ment, the number of voters on the roll then 
made up was one hundred and eight ; when Sir 
James Grant, of Grant, Bart, was unanimouſly 
elected 5 

Parxoxs— Duke of Gordon and carl of Fife. 


BERwICRSEHIRE. 


Ox making up the roll at a meeting of free- 


holders, held ar Greenlaw the zſt of July, 1790, 
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442 | SCOTCH COUNTIES; 

for the purpoſe of clefting a member to repre- 
ſent this county in parliament, the number of 
voters appeared to be one hundred and fifty; 
when Patrick Home, Eſq, of Wedderburn, Was 


unanimouſly eleQed. 
Parzox—Duke of Buccleugh. 


stiRE OF CAITHN ESS. 


Ois ae 148 being mate wp, at the meeting of 
frecholders, held at Wick the 1ſt of July, 1790, 
for the purpoſe of electing a member to repre- 
ſent this ſhire in parliament, the number of 
voters found in the whole county was but twen- 
ty-wo; when Sir John Sinclair, Bart. was 
Paro Sir John Sinclair, 


SHIRE OF CROMARTY. 
Ix whis county, according to the meeting of 
freeholders, helc romarty the 8th of July, 
1790, there are voters. 
As this numerous body of voters have the 
excluſive privilege of eleQing the repreſentatives | 
for the county, their names may not be unac- 


ceptable to our readers. 


William Puiteney, Eſq. of Solway Bank. 
Duncan 


4 


CY 
F 
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Duncan Davidſon, Eſq. of Tullocx. 
Alexander Roſs Grey, Eſq. of Cromarty, 
David Urquhart, Eſq. of Braelangwall. 
Robert Bruce Æneas Macleod, Eſq. of Cad. 
boll. | OC 
Alexander Brodie, Eſq. of Brodie. - 
At the laſt general election two out of theſe 
fix eleQors were candidates for its repreſenta. 
tion; viz. Alexander Brodie, Eſq. of Brodie, 
and Duncan Davidſon, Eſq. of Tullock. * 
The following freeholders yoted for Mr. Da- 
vidſon. 
William Pulteney, Preſes. 
Duncan Davidſon, for himſelf, 
Alexander Roſs Grey. | 
'The following voted for Mr. Brodie. 
David Urquhart. f 
Robert Bruce Æneas Macleod. 
Alexander Brodie, for himſelf. 
The numbers being thus rendered equal, the. 
Preſes, William Pulteney, Eſq. (according to 
the laws of election in Scotland) gave the 
caſting vote to Mr. Davidſon, who was of 
cCourſe declared duly elected. | 
| PaTRON—Mr. Pulteney. 


DUMBARTON- 


444 SCOTCH COUNTIES. 


DUMBARTONSHIRE. 


Ox the roll being made up, at the meeting of 
frecholders, held at Dumbarton the 21ſt of July, 
1790, for the election of a member to ſerve this 
ſhire in parliament, the number appeared to be 
Exty-five; when Sir Archibald Edmonſtone, of 
Duntreath, Bart. was unanimouſly elected. 
| Parzons—Hon. Keith Elphinſton, and lord 
Frederick Campbell. 
|  DUMFRIESSHIRE. | 
Or making up the roll, at a meeting of free- 
holders held at Dumfries the 24th of July, 
1790, the number was forty-nine. A conteſt 
then took place for the repreſentation of this 
county in parliament, between Sir Robert Law- 
ric, and John Johnſtone, Eſq. of Alva; when 
the numbers were, for Sir Robert Lawrie, | 
twenty-two, John Johnſtone, Eſq. thirteen ; 
whereupon Sir Robert Lawrie was returned as 
duly elected. | 
Tron Dale of Queenſberry. 


SHI? OF EDINBURGH. 


Ox making vp the roll, at a meeting of the 


a held at — 25th June, 1790, 
the 
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the number of eleftors appeared to be ninety- 


fix; when Robert Dundas, Eſq. of Arniſton; 


vas unanimouſly elected their repreſentative in 


parliament. 
Pazzon—Right Hon. Rane Dundas. 


* 


FIFESHIRE. 
Ox the roll being made up, at the meeting of 


freeholders held at Cupar the 22d of July, 
1790, for the purpoſe of elefting a member to 


repreſent this ſhire in parliament, the number of 
voters was one hundred and eighty-eight ; ; when 


William Wemyſs, Eſq. of Wemyſs, was unani- | 


mouſly eleQed. | 
PaTRon—Earl of Fife. 


FORFARSHIRE. 


| On the roll made up, at the meeting of 8 
holders, held at Forſar the 2d of July, 1790, for 


the purpoſe of electing a member to repreſent 


this ſhire in parliament, the number appeared to 
be ninety-two; when David Scott, Eſq. of Dun- 
| ninapld, was unanimouſly elected. 

Paro Duke of Athol. 
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a $COTEH COUNTIES, 
HADDINGTONSHIRE. | 

Ox the roll made up, at a meeting of free- 

holders, held at Haddington, the 28th of June; 


1790, fot the purpoſe of eleQting a repreſenta. 
tive to ſerve this county in parliament, the 


number was ſeventy-ſix ; when John Hamilton, 


Eſq. of Pencaitland, was unanimouſly elected. 
Parzox—Earl of Haddington. | 


INV ERNESSSHIRE. 


Ar a meeting of freeholders, held at Inver- 
neſs the 27th of July, 1790, for the purpoſe of 
electing a repreſentative in parliament for this 
county, the number of voters, as appeared by 
the roll then made up, was one hundred and 
three; when Licutenant-colonel Norman Ma- 
dleod, of Macleod, was unanimouſly elected. 
Parzox—Duke of Gordon. 


| KINCARDINESHIRE. 


Ar a meeting of freeholders held at Stone- 
haven the 14th of July, 1790, for the purpoſe of 
ecQing a repreſentative in parliament for this 
county, the namber of voters, as appeared by 


the roll then made up. was _—— when 
Robert 


SCOTCH COUNTIES. 44t 


Robert Barclay, Eſq. of Urie, was „ eee, 
elected. 


"KIN ROSSSHIRE. 


a Ar; a meeting of freeholders, Held at | Kinroſy 


on the 6th of July,. 1790, for the purpoſe of 
eleQing a repreſentative to ſerve this county in 
parliament, the number of voters appeared to be 
twenty-three ; ; when George Graham, Elq- of 
Kinroſs, was unanimouſly elected. 


PaTzons—Earl of Leven, and Sir William 


nn, | 


—_Yy 


ST EWARTRY: OF KIRKCUDBRIGHT. 
AT the meeting of freeholders, held at Kirk- 
cudbright the 14th of July, 1790, for the pur- 
poſe of elefting a repreſentative to ſerve this 
place in parliament, the number was, as appears 
by the roll made up, one hundred and fifty-five z 
when Major-general Alexander Stewart was 
unanimouſly elected. „ 

PATRONS— Earl of Galloway, and James Mars 
ww Eſq. of Broughton. | 3 5 


LAN ERKSHIRE. 


| ON the roll made up, at a meeting of "WY 


. held at Lanerk the 14th of July, 179057 
| for 


44% scorch COUNTIES: > 
for the purpoſe of eleQting their repreſentative 
in parliament, the number of voters was one 
hundred and forty-cightz; when Sir James 
Steuart Denham, of Coltneſa, Bart. was unani- 
| mouſly clefted. 

Parzon—Duke of Hamilton. 


LINLITHGOWSHIRE. 
Ar the lat general eleftion, Sir William 
Auguſtus Cunninghame, of Livingſtone, and the 
Honourable John Hope, oppoſed each other as 


candidates for the repreſentation of that county 
in parliament. The number of frecholders is 


| fEixty<two; of which number thirty-four voted 
for the Honourable John Hope, and twenty for 
Sir William Auguſtus Cunninghame; - where- 
upon the Honourable John ape * was returned 
as duly elected. 

| Parzon—Earl of Hopeton. 


SHIRE OF MORAY, alias ELGIN. 


O the roll made up, at the meeting of fre- 
holders, held at Elgin the gth of July, 1790, for 
the purpoſe of electing a repreſentative to ſerve 
this county in parliament, the number of voters 
was feventy-ſeven; when Lewis Alexander 

Grant, 
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n Eſq. of Grant, the younger, was unani- 


mouſly elected. 
Parzon—Earl of Elgin. 


SHIRE OF ORKNEY. 
Ar = laſt general election, a 8 took 


place for the repreſentation of this county, be- 


tween John Balfour, Eſq. Fiar of Warſater, and 
Colonel Thomas Dundas, of Fingaſk. The 
number. of freeholders, as appears by the roll 
made up at the meeting held at Kirkwall, on the 
28th of July, 1790, was forty; nineteen of 
whom voted for Mr. Balfour, and thirteen for 
Mr. Dundas; whereupon Mr. Balfour was re- 
turned as duly elected. : 


 PaTRon—Diſputed between Sir Thomas Dun- 


FRY and the earl of Galloway. 


' PEEBLESSHIRE. 


© 
Ox we roll made up, at the meeting of free- 
holders, held at Peebles the 5th of July, -1790, 


the number of voters was thirty-ſeven; when 


Lieutenant William Montgomery was unani- 


mouſly eletted. 
PArRON— Earl of Eglintoune. 


s PERTHSHIRE. 
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PERTHSHIRE. 1 5 


AT the lat general eleQion for the 3 
tive of this county, there was a conteſt between 
Major General James Murray, of Strowan, and 
John Drummond, Eſq. of Megginch; on which 
occaſion the number of freeholders, as appears 
dy the roll made up at their meeting, held at 
| Perth the 15th of July, 1790, was one hundred 
and forty-five; fixty-ſeven of whom voted for 
General Murray, and thirty-nine for Mr. Drum- 
mond; whereupon the Genres was returned as 

Parzox—Duke of Athol. 


RENFREWSHIRE. - oy 

At as tot quaint: e for this poi, 
chere was a conteſt for its repreſentation, be- 
tween John Shaw Stewart, Eſq. of Greenock, and 
Alexander Cunninghame, Eſq. of Craigends. 
The number of freeholders, as appears by the 
roll, made up at the meeting held at Renfrew 
the 24th of July, 1790, was one hundred and 
tventy- eight twenty-two of whom voted for 
Mr. Stewart, and twenty-one for Mr. Cunning- 
hame; whereupon Mr. Stewart was es | 
vnd returned as duly elected. | 
n Duke of Hamilton. 


ROSS. 


oi i | Lege gene, 
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| ROSSSHIRE. 


E 


Ox 4 making up of the 1 at the mectiog 


of freeholders; held at. Tain the 16th of July, 
1790, for the purpoſe of electing a repreſenta- 
tive to ſerve this ſhire in parliament, the number 


of voters was ſeventy-two; when - William 
Adam, Eſq. the n of Blair, was unani- 
OT elected. 7 


2 1. 


- : ><} Þ# 


pa thelal general elettion 8 a a 1 
for the repreſentation of this county, between 


Sir George Douglas, of Springwood Park, and 
John Rutherford, | Eſq. of Edgarſtoun. The 


number of frecholders, as appears by the roll 
made up at their meeting, which was held at 
Jedburgh the 24th of July; - 1790, was eighty=- 


: one; thirty of whom voted: for Sir George 
Douglas, and twenty-five for Mr. Rutherford: 5 


whereupon Sir George vas declared duly elected. 
Paros $—Duke of e and duke 
of n, e 


SE EE © 


452 SCOTCH COUNTIES. 


SELKIRKSHIRE. 
Tur number of frecholders for this county, 
_ as appears by the roll which was made up at 
their meeting held at Selkirk the 2d of July, 


1790, for the purpoſe of eleQting a member to 


. ferve them in parliament, was forty ; when Mark 


Pringle, Eſq. of Fairnilie, was unanimouſly 


STIRLINGSHIRE. 
Ar the lat general election there was a con- 


teſt for the repreſemation of this county be- 


tween Sir Alexander Campbell, of Ardkinlaſs, 
dert. and Sir Thomas Dundas, of Kerſe, Bart. 


roll then made up, at the meeting which was 
held at Stirling the 6th of July, 1790, was fifty- 
nine: twenty=cight of whom voted for Sir 
Thomas Dundas, and twenty-two for Sir Alex- 


ander Campbell ; whereupon: Sir Thomas was 


| returned as duly elected. | 
| Parzox—Sir Thomas Dundas, 


| SHIRE oF SUTHERLAN D. 


Ar the laſt general election, there was a con- 


_ for the repreſentation of this county, be- 
between 


The number of freeholders, as appeared by the 


— 5 IVEY 
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tween General. Janes. Grate; of: Ballindallock, 7 
Robert Bruce Aneas Macleod, Eſq. of Cadboll, 
and Robert Home Gordon, Eſq. of Embo. | 
The number of freeholders, as appears. by the 
roll made up at their meeting, which was held at 
Dornock the 14th of July, 1790, was thirty-five; 
nine of whom voted for General Grant, five for 
Mr. Macleod, and three for Mr. Gordon; - 
whereupon the General was returned as duly 
elected. | 

Parzxons—Counteſs of Sutherland, and earl 
of Wemylſs, EE 


WIGTON SHIRE. 


Ox the roll being made up, at the meeting of 
freeholders, held at Wigton the 16th of July, 
1790, the number appeared to be fifty- three; 
when Andrew MDowal, Eſq. of Culgroat, was 
unanimouſly. elected. | 

e of Galloway. 


SHIRE OF BUTE. 


Ar the making up of the roll of freeholders, 
at a meeting held at Rothſay the 22d of April, 
1784, ſince which time the freeholders have had 

no meeting (not ſending a repreſentative to this 
8 8 „ preſent 


* 


„ :- cenevE x 
preſent parliament) the number of ele Ger, ap. . 
peared to be twelve. © 

Parzon—Earl of Bute. 


| CLACKMANNANSHIRE. 


Ar. meeting of the freeholders of this 
county, held at Clackmannan the agth of No- 
vember, 1788, fince which time they have had 
no meeting (not ſending a member to this pre- 
ſent parliament) the number of voters, as ap- 
peared by the my then made up. was ixtcen. 


| NAIRNSHIRE. 
AT a mecting of the freeholders of this 
county, held at Nairn in Michaelmas, 1789. 
fince which no meeting has been held, this ſhire 
not returning a member to this parliament, the 
0 8 roll then 
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EDINBURGH. 


POLITICAL CHARACTER. 


Tas ENT R of s at the clektion of 


the member of parliament for this city is ex- 


tremely ſimple, the right of election being in the 


whole magiſtrates and council, ordinary and ex- 


traordinary, united. The clerk although per- 


haps he lies under no ftri& neceſfity by ſtatute 
to do ſo) uſually takes the oath againſt 80 


and to make a faithful return. 
The whole is ſettled in a general, but 8 
inaccurate way, by an act of the 6th of Queen 


Ann, c. 6. 5. © The Sheriff of the ſhire of 
Edinburgh ſhall, on the receipt of the writ, 
directed to him, forthwith dirett his precept to 


i Lord Provoſt of Edinburgh, to cauſe a bur- 


SL. = gels 


ve 
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gels to be defied for that city; and on the 
receipt of ſuch precept, the city of Edinburgh 
ſhall elett their member; and their common 
derk ſhall certify his name to the ſheriff of 
Edinburgh, who ſhall annex it to his writ, and 
return it. 
The council by whom the member i is elefted 
conliſts of | 
A provoſt 
Four bailies 
Dean of guild 
Treaſurer 
© Four old bailies 
Old dean of guild 
Three merchant counſellors 
Two trades counſellors 
Six ordinary council deacons 
Eight extraordinary council deacons: 
Theſe voters are all under the influence of 
Mr. Dundas, their preſent repreſentative. The 
enormous patronage which this gentleman is 
neceſſarily in poſſeſſion of, from the various and 
lucrative places which he holds under govern- 
ment, inſures to him the certainty of ſucceſs for 


the repreſentation of the city, unattended both 
TO | T with 


Fg . 
5 g * 
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with the trouble of canvaſſing, and the expence 


of an oppoſition to his intereſt. 
NUMBER OF vorzxs— Thirty- three. 
Parxox— Right Hon. Henry Dundas. 
DISTRICT I. 
This Aris, of which Dingwall was the pre- 


ſiding borough, compriſes alſo Dornoch, Wick, 


Kirkwall, and Tain. 
At the laſt general election, Sir | Charles Roſs, 


of Balnagown, Bart. was unanimouſly TI to - 


repreſent them in parliament. 
. NUMBER OF voTERS—FIVE. 
PaTron—Sir Thomas Dundas. 


DISTRICT 1I. 
This diftriQ, of which Fortroſe was the pre- 


fiding borough, n alſo Inverneſs, Nairn, 


and Forres. 

At the laſt general eluting Sir Hector Monro 
was unanimouſſy elected to repreſent them in 
; parliament. | 
N UMBER OF voreRs—FOUR. OK 


33 - 
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DISTRICT ut. 


This diſtri, of which. Elgin was the 1 
* — alſo Bamff, Cullen, Kintore, 
At the laſt ad ths: Alexander Bro- 
dic, Eſq. was unanimouſly elected to repreſent 

them in parliament. | 


Nun or vVoOTERS—FIVE. . 
PaTrxon—Mr. Brodie, 


DISTRICT Iv. 

This diſtriQ, of which Aberdeen was the pre- 
fiding borough, comprehends alſo Montroſe, Bre- 
chin, Aberbrothock, and Inverbervie. 

At the laſt general election there was an op- 
poſition for the repreſentation of theſe boroughs 
in parliament between Alexander Callender, 


Southeſk. The delegates of Aberdeen, Mon- 
troſe, and Inverbervie, voted for Mr. Callender, 
and thoſe of Brechin and Aberbrothock for Sir 
David; when Mr. Callender was elected, and 
duly returned. 
Non or vorzns—FIVE. 
DISTRICT 


Eq. of Crichton, and Sir David Carnegie, of 
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- DISTRICT V. 


This 4iſirig, of which Perth was the reſiding 
borough, compriſes alſo nn St. SE” % 
Cupar, and Forfar. 

At the laſt general eleftion- for theſe es, 
a conteſt took place between Captain George 
Murray, of Pitkeathly, and Captain Colin Camp- 
bell, of Carwhin. The commiſhoners for Dun- 
dee, St. Andrew's, Cupar, and Forfar, voted for 
Mr. Murray, and that for Perth for Captain 
Campbell; when Captain Murray was returned 
as duly elected. - 

« NUMBER OF vorens—FIVE, 
% 1 of Athol. 


| , DISTRICT VL 
| This diſtri, of which Craill was the preſid- 
ing borough, comprehends alſo Kilrunny, An- 
ſtruther W Ae Raſter, and Pit- 
tenween. ' 

At the laſt e election there was a con- 
teſt for the repreſentation of theſe boroughs i in 
parliament, | between Sir John Anſtruther and 
Thomas Erſkine, Eſq. late Britiſh Conſul at Got- 

tenburgh. | 
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tenburgh. The delegates for Anftruther Weſter, 
Anſtruther Eaſter, and Pittenween, voted for 
Sir John, and thoſe for Craill and Kilrunny for 
Mr. Erſkine; whereupon Sir John Anſtruther ; 
was returned as duly eleQcd. 
Nunztr or vorers—FIVE. 

Parzxox—Sir John Anſtruther. 


DISTRICT VII. 


This diſtrict, of which Kinghorn was the pre- 
bing borough, compriſes alſo Dyſart, Kirkal- 
dic, and Burntiſland. = 
At the laſt general eleclion om an op- 
poſition for their repreſentation in parliament, 
between the Honourable Charles Hope and 
John Crawfurd, Eſq. of Auchinames. The de- 
| legates for Kinghorn and Kirkaldie voted for 
Mr. Hope, and thoſe for Dyſart and Burntiſland 
for Mr. Crawfurd; when Mr. Hope was elected 
by the caſting vote of the delegate for Kinghorn, 
the returning 
Nun or vorzu- FOUR. | 
Paraon— Earl of Hopeton. 


DISTRICT 


| $COTCH BOROUGHS: 486 


' DISTRICT VIIL. 


This diſtri, of which Stirling was the pre- 
fiding borough, compriſes alſo Inverkeithing, 
Dunferline, Culroſs, and Queensferry. 


At the laſt general election, Sir Archibald 


Campbell was elected without oppoſition. 
| NumzzR or vorEsR8—FOUR. 


' DISTRICT IX. 


This diſtria, of which Rutherglen was' the 
preſiding borough, comprehends alſo I 


Renfrew, and Dumbarton. 
At the laſt general eleQion, Mr. MDowal 


was unanimouſly eleded. ; RR Por 


NUMBER Of voTERs—FOUR. 


| DISTRICT *. 


* 


This diftrig, of whith ae was the pre- 
| ſiding borough, compriſes alſo Dunbar, North 
Berwick, Lauder, and Haddington. 


At the laſt general election there was a con- 
teſt for their repreſentation between the 'Honour- 


able Thomas Maitland and Colonel Fullarton. 
The 
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| The delegates for Jedburgh and 3 
voted for Mr. Fullarton, and thoſe for Dunbar, 
North Berwick and Lauder for Mr. Maitland; 
whereupon the latter gentleman was returned. 
Numzzr or vorzxs—FIVE. 
Paraon— Earl of Lauderdale. 


DISTRICT XI. 


This diftric, of which Peebles was the return- 


ing borough, compriſes alſo Linlthgow, Selkirk, 
and Lanerk. 
At the laſt general eleQion, William Grieve, 


NUMBER OF VOTERS FOUR, 


. __ MT x. 

This diſtriQ, of which Dumfries was the pre- 

. borough, comprehends alſo PEER, 
Annan, Lochmaben, and Sanquhar. 

At the laſt general cleftion there was a con- 
reſt for their repreſentation in parliament be- 
tween Captain Millar, jun. of Dalſwinton, and 
Sir James Johnſtone. The delegates for Annan 
and Lochmaben voted: for Sir James, and thoſe 


for Dumfries, Kirkcudbright, and Sanquhar, for 
Captain 
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Captain _— whereupon _ Miller, was 
| returned. 

NUMBER OF arise. 
Parxox— Duke of Queenſberry. : 


DISTRICT XIII. 


This diſtri, of which Whithorn was the pre- 
ſiding borough, compriſes alſo New — 
Stranraer, and Wigton. 

At the laſt general election there was an oppo- 
ſition for their repreſentation between Lord 
Daer and Colonel Balfour. The delegates for 


New Galloway and Stranraer voted for Lord 


Daer, and thoſe for Whithorn and Wigton for 
the latter; when Colonel Balfour was declared 
to be duly elected, Whithorn SM the return- 
ing borough. | 
NUMBER OF vorzss—FOUR. 
PaTrzon—Earl of Galloway. 


DISTRICT XIV. 


This diftriQ, of which Irvine was the return- 


ing borough, comprehends alſo Rothſay, Inve- 


rary, Campbellton, and Ayr. 


8 y ; 1 t 
if | At 
— * 1 
- 5 2 


4 
8 
F 
- 


"I scorcn BOROUGHS. 
At the laſt general election, the Honourable 
Colonel Charles Stuart was unanimouſly elected. 
NunzER or VOTERS—FIVE. 
Patzox—Earl of Bute. 
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A 


TABLE 


OF THE 


COUNTIES, CITIES, AND BOROUGHS, 


O0 


GREAT BRITAIN; : 


Sbewing the Period ad City and Borough firſt 


ſent Members to Parliament ; the Names of thoſe Places 
which have loſt that invaluable Privilege ; the Time that 
each of the exiſting Boroughs have been deprived of their 
excluſive Rights; and the different ny. as in which they 


; have been reſtored. 


N. B. The Names primed in lat are be obflere Boroughn. | 


Counties, Cities, and 


- Boroughs. 
Bepror DSHIRE. 
Dunſtable - - ww - 
Bedford l 


BERKSHIRE, 


Windſor - 
Reading - 
Wallingford 
Abingdon 


| 


þ 


When firſt | When diſcon-| When re- 
ſummoned. tinued ſtored. 
PE 5 | 
4 Edw. II. 11 Edw. III. 
23 Edw. I. | 
30 Edw. I. II Edw. III. 
Ditto 14 Edw. III.] 7 Edw:IV. 
23 Edw. I. _ | 
Ditto jy = A 
11 Edw. Wn 12 Edw. III. A& SW. & M. 
. 


ies, and | When firſt | When diſcon- 8 
. 
BoctixcHantHilet. es, | 
- +» |11 Edw. III. ia Edw. III. 36 H. VIII, 
© WS 28 Edw. . 17 Edw. IV. 33 H. VIII. 
1 1 Mary 
28 Edw. I. | 2 Edw. II. R * I, 
- Ditto Ditto itto 
- - +» » Ed. I. | 27 Edw. III. 
Cambridge Univerſity 1 James I. | | 
Town 23 „I. | 17 Edw. IV. 33 H. VIII. D 
* 7 1 
Cuntsutmt. 1 Ed w. VI. 
——— | 5 
- - + | ir Edw. III. 12 Edw. III. 
ws a - 17 Edw. IV. 1 Edw. VI. 4 
5 Ditto Ditto 9 
1 Ditto Ditto 
53 Ditto Ditto F 
- = =- | Ditto Ditto 7 
i: WW ; P 
= — - þ O 
28 » B 
* ä TY A Pl 
— 7 14 Edw. III. 13 Eliz. H 
© — | 9 5 9 T; 
hag, 35 Edw, I. | 1 Eliz, A 
3 „„ D 
= ©. - . - : Be 
+” > . * 13 Eliz. Ti 
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Ties". 


| Counties, Cities, and When firſt 1 When re- 
Boroughs. | ſuramoned. 15 tinued. ſtored. 
St. Germans 5 Eliz. | 
St. Michael ][ 6 Edw. VI. / 
Newport - - - [ Ditfo | 5 
St. Maws [5 Eliz. 
Callington = - = |27 Eliz. |, 2 : 
CompantAnD. | 

Feremont = - 23 Edw. I. | 24 Edw. I. 
Carliſle = | — a= Ditto 17 Edw. IV. 33 H. VIII. 
Cockermouth = Ditto 124 Edw. I. 16 Cha. I. 

DeaBYSHIRE. : | | „ 
Derby - - - - | Ditto 17 Edw. IV. 33 H. VIII. 

DevonsniRB. | : £ 
Bradneſham - - [6 Edw. II. | 7 Edw. II. | 

| Creditin - = =» = | 35 Edw. I. 36 Edw. I. 
Exmouth - - = < | 14 Edw.IIL. | 15 Edw. III. 

| Tremingtom - = [ 6 Edw. III. 7 Edw. III. 
Liddeford 28 Edw. I. 30 Edw. I. 
Modbury - - 34 Edw. I. 35 Edw. I. 
South Moulton - 30 Edw,I. 31 Edw. I. 
Teignmouth - 14 Edw. III. 15 Edw. III. 
Torrington a — a 23 Edw. 1 45 Edw. III. : 
Exeter: -| - <*<| Dino 17 Edw. IV. 1 Edw. IV. 
Totneſs - - [Ditto Ditto Ditto 
Plymouth - - 26 Edw. I. 7 Edw. II. | 20 Hen. VE. + 
Oakham on 28 Edw. I. Ditto 16 Cha. J. 
Barnſtapfe - |23 Edw. I. 17 Edw. IV. x Edw. VI. 
Plympton - - + a Ditto Ditto 
Honiton - - 28 Edw. I. 4 Edw. II. | 16 Cha. I. : 
Taviſtock - - + [23 Edw. I. | 17 Edw. IV. I Edw. VI. 
Aſhburton  - | 26 Edw. 1. | 8 Hen. IV.|a6Cha. 1. - -. 
Dartmouth - < - Ditto 17 Kab. IV. 1 Edw. VI. 
Berealſton 27 Eliz. 8 
Te 18 James J. | ; 
| | 
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11 Edw. III. 
2 Edw. III. 


: . 17 Edw. III. 


23 Edw. I. 


1 


12 James 1 


I. 
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counties, Cities, and 


Boroughs. 


LE . 


# 


Fareham . 
Odiham 3 


Overton . 


Wincheſter 
Southampton 
Portſmouth 
Yarmouth . 


Newport 


New Town 


Petersfield 


Stoekbridge 
Chriſtchurch 
Lymington 

Whitchurch 


. Andover . 


| Hertford b 


cg te <a 65566:"8 


Ledbury . : : 
RP os 
Hereford 0 
eominſter , , 
Weobly .. . , 
HenTrorDSHIRE. 
| Berkhamftead | 8 
Storteford - = 1 . 
St. Albans . : 


-, 


HEREFORDSHIRE. 


«<@ 20 © 0:0 © 0 | 9 ww 6 5 4 


HunTinGDonsHIRE, |- 


 - Huntingdon . « -- 


When firſt 
ſummoned. 


Edw. I. 
28 Edw. I. 
23 Edw. I. 


Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
23 Edw. I. 
27 Eliz. 
35 Edw. I. 
1 Eliz. 
13 Eliz. 
27 Eliz. 
Ditto 


25 Edw. I. 


33 Edw. I. 


23 Edw. I. 


33 Edw. I. 


23 Edw. I. 
Ditto 


Ditto 


11 Edw. in. 
4 Edw. 1. . 


35 Edw. I. 


23 Edw. I. 


23 Edw, I. 


When diſcon- 
tinued. - 


4 


36 Edw. I. 
Ditto 
2 Edw. II. 


L 


24 Edw. I. 
24 Edw. I. 


36 Edw. I. 


2 Edw. II. 


I Edw. II. 


15 Edw. III. 
Ditto ; 


6 Edw. III. 
Ditto 


21 James I. 
FRE: 
; 

Py 
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When firſt | When diſcon- | When re. 
fummoned. | tinued. ſtored. 
— | f 9 F : 
8 
Ky” 6P.& M. 
"0M 24 Edw. & 
o 1 5 1 
4 Q. Mary | 2 Eliz. 
* 0 | / 
1 © Commanw. 
» ® y „ I. | 5 Eds. III. 1 Edw. VI 
© «|23 E. I. 36 Edw.I. | Ditto 
3 1 Eliz. 
+ +|23 Edw. I. | 35 Edw. I. Ditto | 
6-1 Ditto 2 Edw. II. Ditto 
1 Edw, III. 1 Edw. III. 
; 1 Edw, VI. 
TR 


— 


1 


# 


) 
„ 
a 
e 
% 


8 f 


| Counties, Cities, and 


Boroughs. 


 MonMOUTHSHIRE: 


— 


1 —_ 


= 


Monmouth 23 


Nox rolx Coux ry. 


Norwich. 


Lynn Regis e 
Yarmouth +. . . 
JJ. © oc 
Caſtle Rifing 01S 6 
NoRTHAMPTONSHIRE. 
Peterborough . . . 
Northampton 
7. 3» < 
Higham Ferrers . . 


Baibery . . . 
Corbrigg .. 
Newcaſtle 


Morpeth .. 
Berwick . 


Nottingham 
Eaft Retfor d o 


Newark » 0 2 
OxrokpsHIRE. 
Burford 3 
Chipping Norton . 
Doddington ., 
Ning, 


NoRTHUMBERLAND. 


- 


„ 23 Edw. I. 


 NoTTINGHAMSHIRE, 


| When firſt 
ſummoned. 


Hen. VIII. 


4 


Ditto 
Ditto 
1 Edw. VI. 
5 P. & M. 


1 Edw. VI. 
23 Edw. I. 
1 Edw. VI. 


2 & 3 P. & M.] 


23 Edw. I. 
Ditto 


| 1 Q. Mary 
Hen. VIII. 


g Edw. II. 
29 Cha. II, 


34 Edw. * 5 
28 Edw. I. 
30 Edw. I. 


When difcon- 


tinued. 


5 — 


— 


” 


10 Edw. II. 


0 a Sy 4 
_ * ” A rr OC. a4 \- * 
D e * . A Y noch rn; 
* * > » = e * SN 
+ 5 225 = p g . 


13 Eliz. 


33 Edw. I. 


Ditto 
N 5 Edw. III. : 


Rortandentat. 


Sator County, 


Srarronbs nt. 
Litchfield . . 


* 


3 18: 2% BR. Br 


9 


VI. 
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— EO ADEESES . — 
Counties, Cities, and When firſt When diſcon- | 
_ Boroughs:. ſummoned. | tinued. 
— — — — IOR] — 
Stafford : . . . 23 Edw. L ; 
Newcaſtle . . . 27 Edw. III. : 
Tamworth «. + » 5 Eliz, | | 
SUFFOLK Covnrtr. | 
Ipſwich . . . 23 Edw. I. by | 
r Ditto ö 
VVVVVV «1 1 Edw. II.] Hen. VII. 
 Aldborough . . 13 Eliz. | : 
Sudbury . . [1 Eliz. 1 
Eye; io 6 «;  » {HB | 
Se. Edmondſbury | 4 Jac, I. | 
5 
Surry CounTY. | | 
Farnham * 1 = 4 Kid Th" 38 Hen. VI. ; © 5 
Kingston upon Thames Ditto * 108 Edw. III. > 
Southwark - 1 i | 
ANY „„ . {44 Bdw.L TY 
" RP + + + + Ditto 8 
Gulldforxd ] Ditto 
Gatton 5 b 29 Hen. VI. 
Haſleme re wy Eliz. 
SUSSEX County. | , 4 
Chicheſter . ; . .| 23-Edw. 1 
Horſham . 3; . Ditto 
Lewes 23 Edw. I. 3 
New -— PRO Ditto EE 
 Bramber -, . . [ Ditto Edw. II. | 31 Hen. VI. 
- Steyning . . . .| 4 Edw. II. Ditto Ditto 
ey Eaft Grinſtead . . | E* Edw. II. : 
Arundel „ 2 @ 23 Edw. Ks E 
vol. Il. 1 | 
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© When firſt 
ſummoned. 


— 


23 Edw. I. 
Ditto 


23 Edw. I. 


Ditto 
25 Hen. VI. 


23 Edw. I. 


When diſcon- 
tinued. 


28 Edw. I. 
25 Edw. III. 


24 Edw. I. 
1 Edw. II. 


27 Edw. IV. 


4 


38 Edw. III. 
2 Hen. V. 


1 Edw. II. 
36 Edw. III. 


2 Edw. II. 
2 Rich. II. 


1 Edw, II. 
21 Edw. II. 
Rich. II. 

9 Hen. V. 
8.Edw. II. 


37 Edw. III. 


10 Rich. II. 
2 Hen. IV. 
4 Edw. II. 
4Edw. III. 

10 Rich. II. 

24 Edw. I. 


20 Edw. II. 


8 Edw. II. 
31 Hen. VI. 


hr 


20 Hen. VI. 


34 Edw. II. 
2 Rich. II. 
4 Edw. III. 

Ditto 
12 Hen. VI. 


20 Edw. II. 


Edw. III. 

1 Hen. IV. 

Hen. VI. 

36 Edw. III. 

7 Rich. II. 

1 Hen. IV. 
9 Hen. V. 

| 1 Ed. III. 
9 Rich. II. 
9 Hen. V. 

34 Edw. III. 


[ 
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* 


8 


Counties, Cities, and 
Boroughs. 


4 


WOoRCESTERSHIRE. 


| Bromsgrove . 
Dudley . . 


Kidderminſter . 
S >» -» 


Worceſter . . 
| Droitwich . 0 
Eveſham . +. 
Bewdley . .. 
YORKSHIRE, 
Doncaſter . .. 
Fervals . . 
Pickering . 
Rawenſer . .. 
3 
Halifax : 
Whithy . , «© 
; Leeds . 8 
Vork 2 * \g 
F 
Knareſborough 
Scarborough . 
Rippon 
Heydon . . 
Boroughbridge 
Aldborough . 


Malton . . 
TRUE» 
Beverley . . 
| Northallerton 
Pontefract 
Richmond 


» 0 . » 0 89 v2 2 


. 0 * * 0 


When firſt 
ſummoned. 


23 Edw. I. | 


Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 
Ditto 


Jac. I. 


23 Edw. I. 


Ditto 
Ditto 


33 Edw. I. 
23 Edw. I. 


Commonw. 


Ditto 
Ditto 


Ditto 


: 33 Edw. * 


1 Mary 
23 Edw. I. 
Ditto 


Ditto 
1 Mary 


5 Ph. &M. 


23 Edw. I. 
Ditto 
Ditto 


26 Edw. I. 


23 Edw, I. 


27 Eliz. 


f F 


24 Edw. I. 


When diſcon- 
tinued. 


Ditto 
Dino 
12 Edw. III. 
24 Edw. 2 


4 


34 Edw. I. 


2 Edw. II. 
24 Edw. I. 


27 Edw. I. 
24 Edw. I. 
1 Edw. II. 
27 Edw. I. 
Ditto 


24 Edw. I. 


N 


12 Edw. II. 


1 Edw. II. 
Edw. VI. 


: I Edw. VI * 


Cha. II. 


1 Edw. VI. | 


5 Eliz. 
- Cl. 1; 
19 Jac, I. 


— 


Fi 8 d rern 
MIO nes! 1 Pen ey ey 4 rs 


EN 


e N 
1 
— 
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Counties, Cities, When firſt | When diſcon- | When re- 
Boroughs. a ing. tinued. Korea. 
CINQUE PoRTS. | 
Haſtings | 1 Edw. III. 
Mover 4:0 4 V1 + Nitto 
Sanda ich 1 Ditto | 30 Edw. > 
Hythe C | Ditto | 16 Edw, II. 
New Romney . Ditto Es - [19 Edw. II. 
Re > 2 a2 Ditto 18 Rich. II. 
Winchelſca 6 VS - © Ditto 20 Rich. II. 
Seaford . . 26 Edw,I. 2 Edw. I. 1 Hen. IV. 
: | | 31 Edw. I. |16 Car, I. 
17 Edw. II. 
20 Edw. II. 
19 Rich. II. 
21 Rich. II. 
| 2 Hen. IV. 


Calais, is France . . | 27 H. VI)L.| 3 P. & M. 
' WALES. . 
T ; 5 
—— 7 H. VIII. 


5 

By the above Table it appears, that SEVENTY-ONE Boroughs, 
excluſive of Calais in France, which formerly ſent members to par- 
Hament, are now disfranchifed ; and that boroughs have been cre- 
ate! and annihilated, from the reiga of Edw. I. to that of Char. II. 
at the whim of each ſucceſſive monarch. We may here be allowed 
to ak the enemies of reform, whether the conſtitution would re- 
ceive a qe injury from the disfranchiſement of Old Sarum, 
Garton, de Rifing, or Midhurſt, than it has at preſent ſuſtained 
from the diſqual 


— } 6 Anne - 


ihcation of Leeds or Mancheſter ? It ſurely becomes 
necellary to aboliſh the exiſting rotten boroughs ;_ or, according to 
the t of our opponents, to make the conſtitution complete, 
— — which have been diſcontinued, 
| CORRECT 
W. 


CORRECT TABLE 


or 


PARLIAMENTARY PATRONAGE. 


PATRONAGE OF PEERS. | 
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— — — 


* » 


W—_— 


— 


— 


ns 


Names of Patrons. - Nominations. Influences. 
Duke of Norfolk, 5 pe. 8 
i RES. | . I Arundel 38 . 
1 Leominſter. . 
| ES Ii Hereford 
Duke of Richmond „ 1 Seaford 9 3 bs SUB = 
; ; 4 | 1 Chicheſter = 5 
Duke of Grafton '. © — 1 Thetford Ws 

. | 4 7 r Bury . . 
Duke of * . — 1 Monmouthſhire 
: 2 1 Glouceſterſhire 
| 1 Monmouth 
Duke of Bolton — 1 Totneſs.* .. 
Duke of Leeds . . — 2 Helſtoͤn 
| 5 ; LE 5 > 
Duke of Bedford , © 2 Taviftock . .|1 Bedfordſhire . 
- : 2 Bedford 
. NS ey. I Oakhampton < 
Duke of Devonſhire . |2 Knareſborough | 1 8 8 
| | | 3 1 Derb Ez 
Duke of Marlboropgh 2 Woodſtock . 1 Oxfordſhire 5 
| : I 33 G 
Duke of Rutland , . j1 Bramber .j1 Grantham . . 
1 Scarborough . 
1 Newark. 
5 TEE > 1 Leiceſterſhire . 
Duke of Ancafter &- | IN 2 Boſton N o 5 

Duke ef Portland — Ii Nottinghamſh. 

| . | 1 Buckinghamſh. 
; 1x Cumberland 


— anc. * 


8 


on) 


F 


R Vw» 


8 
% 


* 
f 


Wer 


er 


terre ee eee 
. n " 


3 
| 1 
6 


ON 


* — 


Earl 
Earl 
Earl 
Earl 
Earl 
Earl 
Earl 
Earl 
Earl 


| 


15 


1 Heretordſhire . 
1 Radnorſhire 
t Radnor, . . 


2 Warwick . . 
2 Peterborough . 


I Montgomeryſh. 
1 Montgomery 


— 
Gs 


1 Andover . «| 


Influences. Total 
1 Huntingdonſh. 
- - di . . 
1 Eaft Retford . | 
11 Northumberl. 
— 
I. Buckinghamſh. X 
[1 ham 7” | 
+12 yeomb ® * 4 
11 Staffordſhire .! 
I Litchfield . . 4 
2 Newcaſtle,Staff. 
1 Tamworth . 1 
I Bath 5535 3 
— 2 
— . 
1 Lancaſhire. |} _ 
1 Preſton , . . } : 
— 2 
2 Stamford . .| 2 
1 Northampton 1 
P . 2 
— I 
1 Huntingdonſh. 
[2 Huntingdon } 3 
— 2 
, — I 
t Glouceſterſhire 1 
. — 3 
2 Bridgewater \.| 2 


AQ» Oo 


— 


Nr 00 OO WEE OW 3. he ** 


9 8 


bag] 


I 
3 
2 
2 * 


Lord Rivers 
Lord Harrowby 


2 N 8 " 
= 8 2 4 
( % + ) : 
2 4 ; 4 _ ; * — 


Lord Petre 
Lord Craven 
Lord Onſlow . . 
Lord Walpole . . 

Lord Pelham . . 
Lord Bute 
Lord Brownlow . 


Lord Foley . ; 
Lord Dynevor 


Lord Grantley . +. 


Lord Camelford . 
Lord Eliot Ts 


1 Luggerſhall a 


2 Tiverton ; . 
2 Droitwich «_ . 


3 Old Sarum 
2 Liſkeard 5 
2 Grampound 


1} be, ; 
-11 Lewes 


\ 1 Dorſetſhire 


ö 


— 
* Ned 


1 Thetford 
1 Berkſhire 
1 Guildford 
1 Lynn 


agent 


1 Cardiff 


1 Grantham 


„ 


— 4 


"I" 


1 Carmarthenſk; | 


1 Guildford 3 2 Ho 


— 
— 
- 


2 St. Germain's .| 


— 


3 ” EARN" — 
Names of Patrons. Nominations. Influences. Fotal 
Earl of Guildford. . 1 Banbury . | —T— Hh 
Earl of Hardwicke 1 Ryegate . .|1 Cambridgeſhi 2 
Earl of Darlington i Winchelſea _.| i DurhamCounty | 2 
Earl of Radnor . 2 Downton . .|r Saliſbury . 3 
Earl Spencer — II Oakhampton 
555 1 St. Alban's D 
Earl Bathurſt. . . — II Cirenceſter. .| 1 
Earl of Ayleſbury. 2 Great Bed win — | | 
hay | 2 Marlborough |]  — } 4 
Earl of Clarendon, .| — 1 Wotton Baſſet .} 1 
Earl of Uxbridge . i Milborne Port 1 Angleſea . . 
? 5 5 1 Carnarvon . |} 3 
Earl of Lonſdale . .|2 Haſlemere . .|i Cumberland 1 
. 2 Cockermouth . 2 Weſtmoreland . } 8 
C? Pe Pi 
Earl Groſvenor  . .| — C 
Earl Camden oh — 11 york FEE ES Terk 
2 mpton 1 FO E63 
* 00 Mount Edg- | 7.0 2 hel 4 IF | BY 
un 8 1 Boſſine -_ «| 3 55 
Earl of Beverley . 2 Berealſton — E * 
Earl of Dorcheſter — 1 Dorcheſter 1 
Viſcount Bolingbroke |  — 1 Wotton Baſſet.| 1 
Viſcount Falmouth þ. | 1 St. Michael's .|2 Troxo . .. . 3 
Viſcount Sydney , . |1 Whitchurch _ 


* 


Se o mo ow 


: 
40 
bebe err na hs —— 
r at, 2 


CERT, ER . 
Names of Patrons. Influences. | [Tota! 

Lord Bulkeley . : " „11 Carnarvonſti 
— val «© „ 1 Berwick 8 : 
—— . 2 | 
Lord Somers GS VS vs I. +» kw | I 
Viſcounteſs Irvine - SG | >} - — | 2 
Total number of Members returned by Peers « «| 195 
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PATRONAGE OF COMMONERS. 
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Names of Patrons, 


% 


| Nominations. 


— 
— = ” — 


Thomas Lifter, Eſq. . 


P,. A. Curzon, Eſq. „ 
John Bond, Eq. . + 
Henry Bankes, Eſq. . 
Edmund Baſtard, Eſq. 
T. W. Coke, Eſq. . 
James Sutton, Eſq, . 
Sir Joſhua Vanneck . 
Miles Barne, Eſq. . 
J. Buller, Eſq. +. 


Sir Francis Buller . 
Sir Charles Davers . 
Sir John Ruſhout 
Philip Raſhleigh, Eſq. 
Robert 23 Eſq. 
Wm. Currie, Eſq. . 
John Robinſon, Eſg. . 


dw. Milward, Eſq. . 
Lord Milford . .. 
Baron Dimſdale | 
Beilby Thompſon, Eſq. — 
d. 1 Heyteſbury,. . 


P. W. A. A*Court, Eſq; 
Wm. Beckford, Efq. . 
Sir Geo. Vonge 
Sir C. F. Radcliffe . 
Wm. Evelyn, Eſq. » 


R:Troward, 775 ETD 


Wm. Præd, : 
Alderman Harley . . 


po Anſon, Eſq. 


co 


Everit, Eſg. 5 
Sir Harry Burrard 
I. H. Strutt, Eſg. 


W. Lee Antonie, 


J. F. Luttrell, Eſq. . 


Rev. T. Holmes: + 
Ii Yarmouth, Hant | 


Vol. II. | 7 


1 Dunwich 


2 Eaſt Looe 
2 Weſt Looe 


2 Harwichh 


z Haſtings. > 


2 St. Ives -. WY | * 
| In Leominſter ... .} - 


CE ee. A 


| Clitheroe . 


; 
ty PS 4 * 
1 Corfe Caſtle 
1 Corfe Caſtle 


1 Dunwich 


. - * - .. 


89 © „ 89 # 
* 


2 Saltaſh . 
* —D 

1 Satton 

1 Gatton . 


'. w., 


* 


1 Honiton. _. 


2 IIcheſter 


* # — 
0 * 


1 Luggerſhall . 
2 Lymington _ 
. |1 Maldon. -, 
C. C. Weſtern, Eg. 


— Wilkins, Ef. 
Tho. Williams, Eſq, . 

„ Eſq. 
Sir Francis Baſſet 


W. C. Meddlvcott, Eſq. 


2 Malmſbury 


I. Malden. = 5 | 
1 'Marlow___. . 
1 Marlow . . 


— 


1 Milborne Port. 
2 Minchead . .|_ 
2 Newport, Hants | 


K k 


_ * 
1 


— — 94 ED TRY „ 
— — 5 2 


% 
4 .* . 
2 1 1 
— — 
* 0 * * 
4 
p 
© 


* 
„— 
9 


I Haverford Weſt|. 

I Hertford . ” 

1 Heydon- „ 
- — ' 


1 Hythe Pay. : 


* 
| | | 
8 * ” 
— — —ä— — 9 4 
OOTY IN n 5 


tos —_ 


1 St. Michael's 


23 
11 

* 1 

1 7 

a ; 

_ If 
' I 

: = 
4 


| A 


. 
R. « ; : 
—— « j2 Ripon 1 : 


Total number of Members returned by 


i Wincheſter 


1 Wincheſter 


Commoners . 


1 Denbighſhire . 


3 


© ww 99 a wn wa to —— wn — 5H 0 w, 0 10 = u Nv i» U = mw bd ty tio „ „ ow Wh. he 


23 


— 


155 


E 


' Total number of Members returned by the Treaſury 
Total ſent b Peers, Commoners, and the 3 . 


Nominations. Influences. 
2 Queenborough — 
3 1 Dover 21 
1 Rocheſter „ 
2 Plymouth 
2 Windſor * 


0 


Names of . | Nominations. 


1 Influences. 


* 


mw H mm} 8 0 a uu ²ͤa² iu d % tb» „ e Ow = ws; e006 


Duke of Hamilton : | 
_ Dake of Euecleugh | 
Duke of Gordon 


Duke of Queenſbury . | 


| © me 9 ww = wy 


Duke of Athol 


wn 


| 


1 Lanerk C. 

1 Renfrew C. 
1 Berwickſhire 
I Aberdeen IE 
I Bamff . . 
1 Inverneſs C. 
1 Dumfries C. 
I Roxburgh C. 
1 Dumfries B. 

1 Argyle C. 
5 Forfar C. 
1 Perth C. 

1 Perth B. . 


— —  ———————————— — 


| 


[Wi 
ASI 


: 
- 
y 
G 
1 
: 
2 
«3 
4 
N « 
* I 
I 
- 


mn @/ 


Influences. 


N %% IF 4 
I e . of 
x AgrC..- - 
1 Peebles C. 
1 1 
0 1 Or . 
| 1 Wi — 5 
{1 Whitehorn B. 
þ Hadington w 
1 Jedburgh B. 
|| gin . o 
I Kinroſs boo . 
1 Sterling B. 
x Bute C. 
1 " 
I Kinghorn B. . * 
— . I Fife = . . Sd 


3 — 


4 
„ v1 r@ses ee ct: e3 


iin 


1 Caithneſs C. 3 
. [1 Cromarty C. 1 
+1 Dumbarton . 1 
II Edinburgh C. } 4 
: Edinburgh City 
11 Stirling Lo 3 2 
I Dingwa II B. If 4 
1 Elgin 8 
; I Craill B,  #® I 
Total patronage of Commoners 9 
N. B. All the Members for Scotland are ſent to Parliament under 
the influence of Individuals, though the Author has not been able to 
—_ the names of all the Patrons ; which makes the total number, 
t under the influence of Proprietors of Boroughs and Patrons, to be 
4zo. 


- 


FINIS. 


